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THE LONG TRAIL BY MOTOR 
AND AFOOT 

(The trip outlined below was made by 
Mr. John Schwartz, of Buffalo, N. Y. 
We believe the Trail has never been 
done in just that way before, and to 
those who wish to see something of it 
and avoid long tramps and nights on 
the Trail, his narrative should be of 
particular interest.) 

A recipe for a perfect vacation: 
One automobile-One map of the 

Green Mountains, September weather 
at its _best-foliage ablaze, carpet of vari
colored leaves underfoot, fine roads and 
short hikes from road crossings of the 
Long Trail. All these combined make 
a dish fit for a king. 

Such was my riding and walking tour 
through Vermont. 

It has long been my intention to make 
this tour. Now that I have, my only 
regret is, that I did not do it before, 
for my pleasure far exceeded my highest 
expectations, and I hope to return again 
and again. 

TUESDAY, September 22, 1936-
My tour began at East Berkshire to 
Montgomery Center up to Hazen's 
Notch. 

Hike ili 1. South from Hazen's Notch. 
Time it took, 45 minutes going in, and 
30 minutes coming out. A stiff climb 
to first summit. Almost too much to 
begin with, but tired as I was on re
turning to my car, that first hike com
pletely abolished all the doubts I had 
about the Long Trail and the country 
through which it passes. On to Lowell to 
Eden. Eden Lake on my left, up iii 118 
to trail. 

Hike ili 2. South from iii 118 to Ritter
bush Pond. This is an easy walk, several 
beautiful ponds here. On to Belvidere 
Center to Jeffersonville, where I stop
ped at Powell Home, very fine people. 
I may as well say here, that everywhere 
I stopped my arrival was hailed with a 
pleasant greeting and my stay made a 
most enjoyable one. 

My first view of Mt. Mansfield was a 
treat. The way this mountain dominates 
the scenery of northern Vermont, and 
the unusual sky line is a joy to behold. 
Every later view is different and all 
are \:ery fine. 

WEDNESDAY-East on #15 to 
trail. 

Hike f,13. South to French Camp. 
In 40 minutes-Out 40 minutes. The 
hike here like a walk in a park. Just 
fine to take the kinks out of your muscles, 
for the more strenuous things to follow. 
On to Morrisville to Stowe, up to Smug
glers Notch. This grade seemed to me 
to be the steepest on my tour. Had 
intended to walk south on the trail 
from the Notch, but drove on to Profiles, 
which are very fine, The "Hunter and 
Dog" my favorite. The man at the 
stand said I could hike there but I 
would not believe him until he showed 
me the trail. The walls of the Notch are 
so steep. 

Hike f,i 4. Bear Ridge Trail to Sum
mit. 55 minutes up, 35 minutes down. 
This was the stiffest climb I found on 
my tour. Climbed up to the lookout, 
a marvelous view down toward Stowe 
and Sterling Pond nestling in the bosom 
of the mountain on the other side of 
the Notch. On to Smugglers Cave. 

Hike f,15. Sterling Lodge. In 45 
minutes. Out 35 minutes. This is an 
interesting hike, many fine views framed 
in the open places on the trail. Several 
good springs right on the trail. The 
view from the Lodge is fine, and the 
Pond beautiful. On to Jeffersonville, 
again at Powell's. 

THURSDAY-On to Cambridge to 
Pleasant Valley to Half-way House. 
The road from the Junction is under 
construction so was delayed several 
times. Cloudy and cold. 

Hike iii6. Mt. Mansfield. Up 1 
hour 45 minutes. Down 1 hour 15 
minutes. Went up on the Mansfield 
Mountain House trail to Long Trail, 
to top of Chin. Summit was above a 
cloud bank on its eastern side so could 
not see anything on that side. Other 
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side air hazy. View not clear. This was 
the only time I could not see the view 
to the horizon in every direction. 
Strong wind, could barely navigate. 
From Chin back to Junction. Down 
Cowles Cut-off. Very steep. Glad I 
did not go up that way. After passing 
Jones Caves and getting off the rocks, 
the trail is very fine along the brook, 
and is a very enjoyable walk to the 
main trail and Half-way House. 

On to Underhill, to Jericho Ctr., 
missed a turn here, only time I went 
astray on the whole tour, so instead of 
Richmond, I reached iii 2 at Williston, 
on to Bolton. Light rain here. Drove 
north on the trail to the first fork. 

Hike '#7. North from Bolton-In 45 
minutes. Out 45 minutes. The trail 
here is accompanied by a beautiful 
btook, many water falls, especially fine 
in several places, with series of cascades. 
Just got back to my car as rain fell 
steadily. 

On to Waterbury and Warren. Rain
ing all the way. The only bad weather 
I had. At Warren I stopped at the Pitch
er Inn. A quaint little place with a 
wonderful collection of pitchers; 140 of 
them, many are valuable antiques. 

FRIDAY-On to Lincoln Gap-snow
ing and very cold when I reached there 
at 9:30 A.M. 

Hike #8. North from Lincoln Gap. 
In 30 minutes. Out 30 minutes. A very 
enjoyable walk, in spite of the cold. 
Many grand views. Best view Wildcat 
Outlook. 

I consider the drive from Warren to 
Bristol one of the finest. Down on '# 7 
to '# 53, passing along the eastern side 
of Lake Dunmore, a beautiful lake, and 
a fine drive to Forestdale to Brandon 
Gap. 

Hike '#9. South from Brandon Gap. 
This is a gentle grade up to the Camp. 
A restful sort of walk. Cool and air 
crystal clear. Every view far-flung and 
clean cut. A grand afternoon for hilting. 

On to Rochester, Stockbridge $4, 
and the "High Spot" of my tour. In 
Sherburne Pass stands a Lodge that 
is unique. I have been in many rustic 
lodges all over the United States and 
Canada, including the mammoth lodge 
at Old Faithful, in Yellowstone Park, 
and I am positive no lodge will be re
membered with the affection I feel for 
Long Trail Lodge, which in its artistic 
simplicity, has a charm all its own. 
The meals are excellent, prices moderate, 

but "there was a fly in the ointment". 
The night was cold, the cabin was colder 
and I was coldest. May I suggest port
able wood burners for cabins. Have 
found them in many camps in our 
National Parks. 

Hike $10. Pico Camp. In 1 hour 
30 minutes. Out 1 hour 25 miriutes. 
At Pico Junction the sign showing the 
trail to the Tower is poorly placed, in 
fact two fellow hikers and I missed it 
entirely, and continued on the trail to 
Pico Camp. It is necessary to go around 
the side of the tree to see it, as we dis
covered on our return from Pico Camp. 
This walk is a grand one and as we 
missed the trail to the Tower, the 1200 
feet we went up are not at all tiring. 
Pico Camp bas the best outlook of those 
I saw. A wonderful panorama, and 
Killington against the sky to the South, 
a picture long to be remembered. Re
turned by way of Adirondack lookout, 
late afternoon. The horizon over in 
New York seemed to be only a few 
miles away, the air was so clear. The 
two gentlemen who did this hike with 
me, marveled at the fine condition of 
the trail. Now here did I find any brush 
or other barriers to retard the hiker. I 
take off my hat to the men who keep the 
trail clear and the organization which is 
responsible for the work. 

SATURDAY-On to Rutland and 
% 103 to the trail. 

Hike '# 11. South from '# 103. In 
30 minutes. Out 25 minutes. Very 
interesting, up a grade to top of cliffs 
above the river. Path guarded with 
wire. Fine views down in the chasm. 
This was an easy climb to the summit, 
walked along the top until other trail 
went down. 

From a rocky point a fine view of the 
valley and mountains to the west. On 
to East Wallingford and 103 to trail. 

Hike % 12. South from 103. In 25 
minutes. Out 25 minutes. Least in
teresting, just a lot of upland meadows. 
Only place I had to go under wire fence, 
but not a complete loss for a good sky
line view is seen from here. On to Wall
ingford to Manchester Center and '#30 
to trail. 

Hike '# 13. South from '#30. In 20 
minutes. Out 15 minutes. Very fine 
walk up to summit of first ridge and 
across the top. Met a party of five girls 
going in to spend the night. 

On to Brattleboro and west on '# 9 to 
trail. Brattleboro to Bennington. This 
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is the finest road and most interesting 
drive on my tour. The view from Sky 
Line Tea Room a wonderful one. In 
my comments above about the con
dition of the trail I except one road 
crossing. I could not find the sign at 
the #9 crossing. Enquired at a house. 
They told me the trail went west from 
the house. Found no blazes or markers 
but climbed part way up an old road, 
still no blazes, so I returned to my car 
and the end of my first series of hikes 
on the Long Trail, which I sincerely 
hope will not be my last. 

Summing up: I found the northern 
part of the trail most to my liking, 
country wilder, fewer farms and the 
views more picturesque. Another pleas
ing feature was the many covered 
bridges, some of them seem to be quite 
ancient but all in good condition, and 
last but not least, gravel roads connect
ing numbered highway are very good, 
some are better than the highways they 
connect. As I had one rainy afternoon 
I found that they are "all weather" 
roads as well, making it easy to reach 
every part of the mountains by auto
mobile. 

REPORT FROM THE PATROL 

The Patrol appropriation fer 1936 
was $1,000. It was voted by the Trustees 
at their June meeting to segregate $200 
of this appropriation towards the pur,. 
chase of a new truck. The Patrol finished 
the season with an expenditure of $804. 

The regular trail clearing work was 
done on that part of the trail which 
the main club cares for and also on the 
Appalachian Trail from Sherburne Pass 
to West Hartford. 

The Long Trail was relocated from 
Hazen's Notch north to Jay Peak, it 
being placed farther up the ridge and 
avoiding the old trail which ran from 
above Deuso's to the top of the peak 
and which bad in recent years gotten 
to be very wet and difficult to travel. 
The new trail joins the east side trail 
a short distance from the peak and the 
climb up Jay is a very good one with 
some excellent views to the south and 
southwest. 

A camp was also built on this trail 
where it crosses the old road from Mont
gomery Center to Jay. It. is the closed
open type of camp, well located in a 
small clearing with good water nearby. 

This camp should be a decided added 
attraction to the St. Albans Section of 
the trail as it is approximately halfway 
between the present Tucker Camp and 
the Laura Woodward Camp, a distance 
of ten miles of rather difficult trail and 
more than many hikers would care to 
tackle in a dav. 

The St. Albans Section will complete 
the new camp with a stone £replace. 

w. M. FAY 

THE LONG TRAIL 

By HENRY v AN DYKE 

Long, long, long the trail 
Through the brooding forest-gloom, 

Down the.shadowy, lonely vale 
Into silence, like a room 

Where the light of life has fled, 
And the jealous curtains close 
Round the passionless repose 

Of the silent dead. 

Plod, plod, plod away, 
Step by step in mouldering moss; 

Thick branches bar the day 
Over languid streams that cross 

Softly, slowly, with a sound 
Like a smothered weeping, 
In their aimless creeping 

Through enchanted ground. 

"Yield, yield, yield thy quest," 
Whispers through the woodland deep; 

"Come to me and be at rest; 
I am slumber, I am sleep." 

Then the weary feet would fail, 
But the never daunted will 
Urges "Forward, forward still! 

Press along the trail!" 

Breast, breast, breast the slope! 
See, the path is growing steep . 

Hark! a little song of hope 
Where the stream begins to leap. 

Though the forest, far and wide, 
Still shuts out the bending blue, 
We shall finally win through, 

Cross the long divide. 

On, on, on we tramp! 
Will the journey never end? 

Over yonder lies the camp; 
Welcome waits us there, my friend. 

Can we reach it ere the night? 
Upward, upward, never fear! 
Look, the summit must be near; 

See the line of light! 
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Red, red, red the shine 
Of the splendour in the wei't, 

Glowing through the rnnlrn of pine, 
Clear along the mountain-crest! 

Long, long, long the trail 
Out of sorrow's lonely vale; 
But at last the traveller sees 

Light between the trees! 

NOTES 

Rustic foot bridges are being built 
across the streams on the 65 miles of 
the Long Trail within the limits of the 
Green Mountain National Forest. 

The last edition of the guide book has 
been entirely disposed of, and a new 
edition will be published next spring. 
The guide book committee will welcome 
corrections, suggestions or criticisms, 
especially in regard to the maps. 

The Dartmouth College Library 
claims to have the largest collection 
of out-door literature in the country 
It includes a file of the Long Trail 
News from its beginning as the "Green 
Mountain News" in December, 1922. 

"Tip to the Green Mountain Club: 
spruce up the entrances to the Trail 
on either side where it crosses an over 
mountain highway. Despite signboards 
the entrance point is often so obscured 
that it cannot be detected by passing 
automobilists."-The Vermonter 

The Burlington Section has issued 
its list of hikes for the fall to Jan. 1. 
In December they plan to visit the Side
hill Warnpahoofus, but neglect to say 
what that is, and also to explore the 
farm formerly belonging to Ethan Allen. 

The Appalachian Trail in Maine was 
extended during the summer from Graf
ton Notch east to Mt. Saddleback. 
Work has been begun on the remaining 
uncompleted section in Maine, the 20 
miles of difficult trail between Mt. 
Sugarloaf and Saddleback. 

Our attention has been called to the 
fact that the poem about Camel's Hump 
and Mt. Mansfield which appeared in 
the last News may be found in Prof. 
Walter C. O'Kane's book, Trails and 
Summits of the Green Mountains, where 
it is said to have been composed by Rev. 
Perrin B. Fisk, "many years ago." 

The Worcester Section had their 
July swimming party on a lake with 
so long a name that we cannot spare 
space for it; if extended out in a circular 
form we think it would just about 
encompass the lake. This Section is ac
cumulating funds for the construction of 
a camp of their own near Worcester, and 
has raised $335 to date for the project. 

At the last annual meeting the Club 
adopted an emblem to be fastened to 
the clothing of a hiker when in action, 
to distinguish members of the Club. 
These are now ready, being of a gray 
color, circular in shape, showing an 
evergreen tree with the initials G. M. C. 
at the base. These may be had of the 
Green Mountain Clab, Rutland, Vt., 
at 30c. each. 

The secretary of the New York Section 
writes about the far-flung activities of 
the members during the summer. One 
couple climbed Fuji Yama in Japan, 
while others were climbing in the Tetons, 
in Mexico, Norway, the Green and White 
Mountains, while one invaded Finland. 
"But now we are gathering to enjoy 
the Hudson Highlands and the Ramapos 
in their fall coloring." 

According to reports the entire Trail 
was covered in record time on October 
3-4 by the Future Farmers of Vermont, 
the same being school boys who plan to 
farm it at some future date. Each 
chapter in the state traversed a certain 
section of the Trail simultaneously. The 
Middlebury chapter, e. g., spent the 
first night in the Blue Triangle camp. 
Next day they climbed Killington and 
spent the night at _ Noyes Pond. Next 
day they went on to the Brandon
Rochester Pass. 

A writer in the Vermonter states 
that on learning of the approach of 
Lafayette to Vermont in 1825, the Ver
mont-people cut a trail up Mt. Ascutney 
for his use, but something prevented 
its being used on that occasion. "But 
the incident marks the beginning of 
definite trail building in Vermont." 
This would be interesting if true, which 
it probably is not. Mrs. Canfield, in 
her book, Lafayette in Vermont, says 
that "the citizens of Weathersfield 
p lanned to make a road to the top of 
A cutney Mountain" for the benefit of 
the Genera l, but that this scheme had 
to be abandoned on account of his 
hurried trip. 


