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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
TRUSTEES 

This occurred at the Berwick Hotel in Rutland 
on March 14, commencing at 11 a. m., with 
President L. B. Puffer in the chair. It opened 
with a discussion of what the Club could do to 
farther the prevailing ten<le1icy toward de
veloping conditions and facilities for winter 
sports in order to attract enthusiasts from other 
states, which has been a feature of the past 
winter. Particular attention was paid in the dis
cussion to skiing, and whether the Long Trail 
could offer any advantages for such sport. It was 
thought at any rate that some of its cabins 
would be useful if ski runs were constructed in 
their vicinity. It was decided to bear this matter 
in mind and consider it at following meetings, 
probably in June and some time in the fall. 

The next subject on the program was the 
feasibility and desirability of the Club co-operat
ing with other organizations in the state devoted 
to the development and improvement of the 
state and the attraction of desirable visitors and 
residents, such as the State Planning Board, 
the State Chamber of Commerce, Mr. Orton's 
proposed association for the protection of the 
Vermont wilderness, etc., including any friends 
of the parkway who cared to join such a move. 
It was the general sentiment that this would be a 
thing to promote, and it was voted that the 
president appoint a committee of five to see what 
could be done in that direction, which should 
include the president. Two other members of 
such committee were appointed, viz., State 
Forester P. H. Merrill and Mortimer R. Proctor. 
The other two will be appointed later. 

The proposed amendment to the by-laws pro
viding for junior members in the Sections, whose 
annual dues should be not less than 20 cents, was 
adopted. 

The treasurer reported the receipt of $500, 
from the estate of the late Fred H. Tucker. 

It was stated that lumbering operations were 
being carried on in the neighborhood of Stratton 
Pond, and might endanger that beauty spot 
unless some action were taken. It was voted to 
ascertain from the lumber company engaged 
there whether they would sell the standing tim
ber for a distance of 200 yards around the pond, 
and at what price. 

E. A. Boyce, chairman of the house com
mittee of Long Trail Lodge, reported on plans 

for the coming season. Mr. Treadway proposed 
the building of a de luxe cabin, superior in equip
ment and furnishing to anything now there, to 
cost about $2,000. He expected that this would 
rent for $200 per season, thus paying for itself 
in ten years. The trustees voted to invest $1,000 
in this enterprise, the Treadway interests to 
provide the other $1,000. Additional water sup
ply was also planned, to supply additional fire 
protection, and hot and cold water and shower 
baths for the present cabins. He said that about 
$2,200 was invested in permanent improve
ments last year, in addition to profit shown. 

It was reported that the Fred Tucker camp, 
at Hazen's Notch, was in poor condition, and 
that the near-by water had dried up. The pa.trol 
was authorized to move this camp to a more 
suitable location and make necessary repairs. It 
was stated that the Deer Leap Lodge, near the 
Long Trail Lodge, was often left in disorderlv 
condition by campers there, and was objectio~
able to the managers of the latter. The patrol was 
directed to investigate conditions and report on 
the advisability of moving it farther north, or 
building a new~camp at some point north of the 
present one. 

The question of emblems or insignia for Club 
members was taken up. The design used by the 
Worcester and New York Sections was shown, 
and met with approval. This shows a tree and 
the initials G. M. C. in green, with a gray back
ground. It is circular in shape, and is intended to 
be attached to some part of the clothing. A place 
is provided for the name of a Section. 

It was voted to accept with thanks the tablet 
which Mrs. Margery Ludlow of Troy, N. Y., 
offered at the January meeting of the Club to 
mark the southern end of the Trail, the design 
and location of same to be determined by her. 

It was decided to print 3,000 additional copies 
of the popular folder on short trips on the Long 
Trail. 

Appropriations amounting to $1,730 were 
made for the present year, including $1,000 for 
the patrol, $250 for secretary's salary, $150 for 
expense, $150 for the News, $75 for the short 
trip folder, and others for officers' expenses, etc. 

A committee was appointed to nominate of
ficers for the present year, who took the easiest 
way out by naming the "old board'" for re-elec
tion, and the report was acted on and the same 
officers who served in 1935 were elected. As there 
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was no change it is not necessary to print the 
names. They can be found in the guide book and 
in the News for April, 1935. 

The following trustees attended: M. R. 
Proctor, E. A. Boyce, Proctor; Prof. L. B. 
Puffer, E. E. Smith, Burlington; Prof. P. C. 
Voter, Middlebury; E. S. Marsh, Brandon; Capt. 
H. W. Congdon, Arlington; W. M. Ross, Rut
land; C. T. Hawley, Worcester, Mass.; J. A. 
Allis, Montclair, N. J. 

In addition to the trustees there were present 
Paul Stacey, a member of the national forest 
department in Vermont, Prof. R. H. White of 
Middlebury, Prof. R. 0. Buchanan of Burling
ton, Miss Lula M. Tye and Mrs. Congdon. 

EXIT PARKWAY 

The referendum vote on the parkway at the 
Vermont town meetings in March was not as 
close as expected. It was generally expected that 
the voters would turn down the scheme by a 
small majority of perhaps about 3,000, but the 
majority against it was about 12,500. Con
siderable money was spent by its advocates in 
printing illustrated folders, circulars, etc., and 
distributing them to voters, and some broad
casting was done by both sides. The Rutland 
Herald was the leader of the Vermont press in 
opposition, while the Burlington Free Press was 
the principal organ of the proponents. The 
Herald printed daily many columns of letters 
pro and con, the latter outnumbering the former 
about 10 to 1, and opposed the plan "ll'ith edi
torials and cartoons. The Free Press also printed 
many letters, and issued an illustrated supple
ment which was circulated about the State. 
According to the law, if the vote was no it would 
go into effect in 1941, allowing three legislatures 
an opportunity to repeal it. The next legislature 
will no doubt obey the mandate of the people 
and repeal the law. 

The numerous strong letters from out-of-state 
members of the Club published in the Herald 
were very welcome and no doubt were influential 
in the result. 

The trustees and a large majority of the mem
bership of the Club were opposed to the project, 
for reasons which have been often stated, and did 
what they could to defeat it. But none of the 
Club's funds were used in the campaign. In 
accordance with a vote of the annual meeting 
of the Club in January to send to Vermont mem
bers facts and information bearing on the issue so 
that they could vote intelligently, a circular was 
prepared and sent to them, but this was rather 
an argument against the parkway than an im
partial statement of facts such as was con
templated at the meeting. However, the eiqiense 
of this was borne by one member, not by the 
Club. 

A minority of members favored the parkway, 
and this included some of our most respected and 
valued members. Now that the contest is over it 
is to be hoped that the dead past will bury its 
dead and that all members will work together 
harmoniously toward the accomplishment of the 
objects for which the Club exists. 

Vermont received much favorable publicity as 
a result of the vote. Papers from all parts of 
the country which commented were unanimous, 
so far as known, in praising the people of the 
State for refusing the bait of a huge sum of 
money from the national deficit and their de
termination to keep inviolate their forests and 
mountains. 

THE MOUNTAINS AND 
THE PEOPLE 

Judge Clarence P. Cowles of Burlington, a 
charter member of the Club, favored the park
way, and gave as his principal reason that in so 
doing he was merely endeavoring to further the 
objects for which the Club was formed, and 
quotes in justification the following from the 
Club's charter: "The purpose of the corporation 
shall be to make trails and roads in the Vermont 
mountains, and in other ways to make the Ver
mont mountains play a larger part in the life of 
the people." 

This is a novel argument, and deserves atten
tion. If the charter of the Club can be construed 
as favoring such a parkway as was proposed, and 
all of us who opposed the parkway were violating 
our charter and endeavoring to thwart the aims 
of the founders, it is time we knew about it. We 
don't know how the word "roads" came to be 
inserted in the paragraph quoted. So far as we 
know, no officer or member of the Club ever pro
posed or attempted to make a road, if by that is 
meant a vehicular road. The efforts of the Club 
have always been devoted to trails, and it never 
attempted or took any interest in roads. We 
think that "roads," as used there, is practically 
synonymous with "trails." With all due respect 
for Judge Cowles, we think that his position is 
untenable. We venture to think that if anyone 
had proposed to the founders to slash the forests 
and blast the rocks to a minimum width of 1,000 
feet thru the mountains, and build a grand boule
vard from one end of the State to the other for 
the use of motorists, who would view the scenery 
from the inside of cars while speeding along the 
cement road, the idea would have provoked 
derision, and would have been dismissed as 
fantastic and absurd. Incidentally it would ruin 
the Long Trail which was the Club's principal 
raison d'etre. If its possibility were asserted, and 
it had been advanced as a serious proposition, we 
think it would have been unanimously con
demned. 
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The idea of the men who organized the Club 
was to make the mountains accessible by means 
of trails and cabins, so that lovers of nature 
could penetrate the wilderness and climb the 
mountains and enjoy their natural charms lei
surely, while indulging in healthful exercise, not 
to build a cement road for speeding motorists. 
But great changes have occurred in 26 years, and 
in 1936 at least one of the founders votes for the 
parkway. 

OBITUARY 
Charles P. Cooper, formerly of Rutland, and 

for some years president of the Club, died 
suddenly of a heart attack in March while on a 
hiking trip in Minnesota. He was a loyal adopted 
Vermonter while here, and was an ardent lover 
of the out-doors, the woods and mountains. He 
became a member of the Green Mountain Club 
early in its existence, and was soon prominent at 
its meetings and as a worker and hiker on the 
Trail. He was without doubt the hardest working 
executive the Club has had, and during the years 
while the Trail was being extended, re-located 
and kept in order, while there was no patrol and 
the work was done by unpaid volunteers, the 
trail committee, composed principally of himself 
and his pal Willis Ross, performed wonders in 
cutting, blazing and painting new trails and in 
maintaining the old. His paint-spattered coat 
was known from one end of the Trail to the other, 
which had not in his day reached as far as the 
Canada line. His work contributed largely to the 
establishment of the Trail as we know it today, 
and the Club owes him a heavy debt of gratitude 
for it, which was to him a pleasure. Every week
end, when the weather would permit, he was off 
and at it. It was his hobby. When business 
reasons necessitated his departure from Vermont, 
he was tendered by the Club members a testi
monial dinner at the Long Trail Lodge, when 
gifts were presented and he was made a life mem
ber of the Club in appreciation of his devoted 
labors. He maintained his interest in the Trail 
and kept in touch with the Club and its doings as 
long as he lived, and revisited his old haunts 
several times. 

FRED H. TUCKER 
The following testimonial, as presented by the 

committee, was adopted by the trustees at their 
meeting: 

The passing of our associate Fred Tucker 
leaves an ache in the heart of all the members of 
the Green Mountain Club who knew him. We 
miss his sane counsels, his unfailing cheerfulness 
in times of stress, but above all, his warmth of 
human loving-kindness. 

Whether it was in trustees' meetings or 
around some small campfire back in the woods 
he loved so well, his radiant personality made 
good times better, and hardships trivial. We 
miss him; but we are glad to have had the 
privilege of knowing him, and we think we can 
be a little better citizens of the world we live in 
because of his influence on us. 

Now that he has reached the end of the 
longest trail of all, may he find welcome, joy and 
peace. 

VERMONT HAS SPOKEN 

A clarion call has rung again 
Across the listening hill ; 

n leaped from peak to echoing peak 
And caught. the silvery rills 

Whose hidden pool are till the font, 
UDSJJOiled Vermont! 

For mountain pink and patl'iarch 
tree 

Amid vistas of sublimity. 

A challenging cry went out before, 
When Ethan Allen charged the 

door: 
"The great Jehovah! In his name!' 

The shout at stroke of midnight 
came. 

And thundered through the heark
ening wood 

O'er sacred soil whereon he stood. 

And now again the imperious voice, 
"Our ancient birthright shall 

not fail!" 
The untamed wilderness is ours, 

The reaches of the far Long 
Trail, 

Whose cabins still shall be the font, 
Beloved Vermont! 

Of wistful bird upon the wing 
And traveler in his journeying. 

No lust of gold can shine so bright 
As moon and stars on mountain 

height, 
Where silence to the silence says, 
"These are the creator's ways." 
Leave thou untouched the Appian 

road 
Whose beginning and whose end 

is God. 

Here shall primeval forests rear 
Their heads to stature full, com

plete; 
The wild folk of the stream and field 

Find refuge and a sure retreat
Divinil,y still be tlte font, 

trnht\ngcd Vermont ! 
Of cn1vings th11t ru·e und nied 
Of humau longillg sati fied. 

LILY DANA WEIGLE 

Lafayette, Indiana, in Brandon Union. 



4 THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 

THE PARKWAY WOULD HAVE TAKEN 
CARE OF US 

Frederic F. Van de Water, just before the 
referendum vote March 3, wrote an ntertaining 
letter to a Jew York p1tper from Dummerston, 
Vt., under I.ho caption, "Will Vermont Go Ho te 
Dogge?" Al tho opposed to th parkway, he feared 
that t b vo would be for it, being fea rful of 
the effect of t ho printed propagru1da, o pro
fusely iJ!u tmted ·wi th charming view of moun
tain scenery, to be visible from said parkway, 
when built, which was so generously distributed 
to the voters t hruout the tnte. Altho the ques
tion has been answered, it may be of interest to 
quote briefly from the letter : 

Vermont, sounde t and po ibly sanes of th 
ro1·theasl.crn stat ; Vermon t, In. t trongbold 

of the old, calm Yankee way of life ; Vermont, 
th corner of America least spo·Hed till now by 
the blight of so--0all d progr , i. considering a 
break with her pruit. 

The plan is one of the major Roosevelt boon
dogglings. It purpo ~ · to put the N cw Deal 
brand on ermont by searing the lovclie t o( 
the Green Mount.a.in wilderness from end to end 
of the state with "a scenic motor road." 

All Vermont's motor roads are scenic. We need 
the parkway no more than we feel the lack of 
another half dozen hills or a set of ocean liner 
piers. 

E xpensive, glazed-papei' brochures, richly 
illustrated and vehem ntly wri tten, ru·e pouring 
in on the local granges and, I suppose, all other 
fraternal and social organizations. ~ , !...,,~ 

We are urged not to worry about the taxes 
the parkway will inflict on us. We are told that 
once this desecrating highway is built, all Ver
mont's troubles, which so far have been minor 
compared to those of the nation at large, will 
be ended. We shan't have to farm, or hire out, 
or tend store. We shall just sit and let the park
way take care of us. 

NOTES 

The Long Trail Lodge will)pen about May 10 
or 15. 

The Long Trail will still continue to be "a 
footpath in the wilderness." 

The Burlington Section has a program of 11 
hikes from Feb. 1 to May 17, the latter being to 
the Adirondacks, and including the usual Wash
ington Birthday party and a sugar party in 
March. 

Our notion as to skiing on the Trail is that the 
Trail itself is not generally well adapted to it, 
but that where runs can be constructed near by, 
the cabins can be used to advantage. 

Bear in mind the encampment of the New York 
Section at Prof. Monroe's farm on Camel's 
Hump in August, and plan to visit it. Visiting 
members will be welcome, and will have an op
portunity to get acquainted with some of their 
fellow members. Details later. 

Trustee Herbert W. Congdon has done good 
work dnring the winter by delivering lectures in 
towns in and out of the State on the Long Trail, 
illustrated by excellent colored slides of Trail 
scenes from photographs taken by himself. 
These have proved very popular. 

Walter E. Cherry is the present president of 
the Worcester Section. He attended the annual 
meeting of the Club in January as delegate. This 
Section had three outings scheduled during 
January and early February, one of them to 
Plymouth, N. H., by snow train for skiing and 
snow-shoeing. 

Vrest Orton, of Weston, Vt., famed for its 
playhouse and community house, printer, de
signer of choice books, typographical expert and 
writer, says that the fight to preserve the Ver
mont wilderness has just begun, as the forces 
which wanted the parkway will not rest content 
but will keep up an agitation for something just 
as good, or bad. He advocates the formation of 
an association of those interested in the preser
vation of the Green Mountains and adjacent 
forests in their natUI'al condition, in order that 
there may be an organized body to combat such 
a move. 
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