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THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE CLUB 

The meeting was held at the Berwick Hotel in 
Rutland on January 11, 1936, commencing at 
11 a. m., and continuing till 5 p. m., with a recess 
for lunch. There was a larger attendance than has 
been the case in recent years, about 50, with 30 
to 40 hmching together. A notice11ble feature of 
the attendance was the number of the fair sex 
present, more than at any previous meeting, and 
nearly equalling the men in number. If this keeps 
on they will soon be in a majority and there is 
no telling what will happen then. The meeting 
was held in the Rotarian room, and the members 
were confronted by a wall painting showing 
Ethan Allen in the act of capturing Fort Ticon-
deroga, an inspiring example of what can be 
accomplished by courage and determination 
against an enemy, such for instance as the ruth-
less destroyer who wants to slash our forests and 
gash our mountains by the construction of a 
parkway. 

The president, Prof. L.B. Puffer, presided, and 
reported that he had no report to make, as since 
his assuming the office he had done nothing. 

He then called for reports from the other 
officers, beginning with that of the treasurer, 
E. A. Boyce. This showed income for 1935 of 
$1,874 (cents omitted), made up of dues from 
members-at-large, $915; Section dues, $135; sale 
of guide books, $401; advertisements in same, 
$203; cook books, $14; O'Kane books, $9; gifts, 
$45; interest, $150. Disbursements amounted to 
$1,859, leaving receipts $14 ahead, which was a 
close call. They consisted of secretary's salary, 
$250; secretary's expenses, $89; ass't treasurer's 
salary, $25; president's expenses, $15; N. E. 
Trail Conference expenses, $35; guide book 
expense, printing and miscellaneous, $453; 
Long Trail News, $113; Trail work, patrol, etc., 
includi11g supplies, $840; miscellaneous, $38. 
Assets amounted to $3,649, including cash in 
bank, $670; deposits in savings banks, $379; 
investments ju bonds, same as heretofore, 
$2,600 at par. 

The report of the secretary, Miss Lula M. Tye, 
set forth that 290 members-at-large paid dues 
for 1935, 8 for 1934, o.nd 7 have paid for 19'36. 
She estimates the numbers of Section membel'I 

according to the number of copies of the News 
sent to each, as follows: Bennington, 56; Bur-
lington, 112; Killington, 108; Lake Pleiad, 90; 
Manchester, 29; New York, 286; Proctor, 22; 
St. Albans, 24; Worcester, 124; Wyanokie, 19. 
Total, 790. Grand total, 1,080, which is a loss of 
about 100 since a year ago. Out of the edition of 
2,000 copies of the guide book over half were sold 
Ii.st year. There was a great demand for the 
short trip folders, the Long Trail Lodge using 
over 2,000, leaving less than 1,000 on hand. 
Inquiries regarding the Trail showed an increase, 
and some have inquired as to prospects for 
winter hiking on the Trail, showing increasing 
interest in travel by skiis and snow-shoes at that 
season. There appeared to be more people on the 
Trail than for some years. Slides belonging to the 
Club were sent to Burlington, Manchester, and 
Brattleboro, Vt., and to Tunbridge and Amherst, 
Mass., for use in lectures. 

Mr. E. A. Boyce, as chairman of the house 
committee, reported for the Long Trail Lodge. 
After detailing the additions and improvements 
made, which have already been mentioned in the 
News, he stated that the net profit for the season 
of 1935 was over $5,800, of which about $1,400 
was paid to the operating management and the 
remainder to the house committee, of which 
about $2,100 was expended for the additions and 
improvements and a small payment made on the 
debt. The interest, insurance, taxes and in-
cidentals for the year were paid, and the balance 
is held for winter expenses and the opening of 
the Lodge in the Spring. 

The following paragraph from the report is 
full of significance for the future, but no further 
explanation of its exact meaning was given: 

"Mr. Treadway, of the managing organization, 
has views for the future of the Lodge far sur-
passing anything of which those most interested 
have dared even dream. The results of this 
season would tend to indicate the correctness of 
his position." 

This report was received with enthusiasm. 
Wallace M. Fay reported for the patrol, which 

was practically as given in our last issue. Here is 
the program for next season: 

Usual trail cleari11g. Creosote Barrows and 
French and Journey's End camps. Renew the 
rut of the highway lligns. Rebuild Tillotl!on 
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shelter on the plan of Parker or Swezey camps. 
Put up half mile, mile and two mile markers each 
side of camps. Possibly place signs stating dis-
tances to permanent water. Adopt as Long Trail 
the trail along the west side of Little Rock Pond. 

Reports from Sections then followed, all being 
represented except Wyanokie. These were rather 
conflicting in tenor. Some reported gain in mem-
bership, interest and prosperity, while others 
reflected rather a declining tendency. Among 
these might be numbered, in varying degrees, 
Lake Pleiad, Proctor, Killington and Man-
chester. The diagnosis of these cases showed an 
anaemic condition, with the need of an infusion 
of pep in the leaders and down among the rank 
and file. Manchester mentioned the organization 
of an outing club in their territory, which would 
have a tendency to cut down their membership. 
Lake Pleiad reported a loss of membership, while 
Proctor and Killington seemed to be about 
holding their own, but not doing much and falling 
behind in enthusiasm. The Killington Section did 
some work in smoothing the trails up Pico and 
Killington and elsewhere. 

Other Sections reported activity and progress. 
Laurence W. Dean, president, spoke for the 
Burlington Section. He reported increased mem-
bership and a comfortable financial condition. 
The Section had 27 outing excursions during the 
year, with considerable newspaper publicity 
concerning them. The members have the care of 
four important lodges on their section of the 
Trail; Taft, Taylor, Bolton and Butler. It has 
23 junior members, a feature not yet adopted 
by any other Section, we believe. The registers in 
the lodges showed a total registration of 1,249 
during the season. An interesting collection of 
photographs showing scenes at their 1935 outings 
was on display at the meeting, as was also a 
design for an emblem, intended to be used by 
members on hikes. A new committee on winter 
sports was created. 

The Bennington Section reported the accession 
of nearly 20 new members. All of the Trail from 
the Seth Warner camp to the top of Glastenbury 
Mountain was cleared and painted, and the 
cabins all repaired and put in order. All debts 
paid and money in the treasury. 

Capt. R. H. Dorney, president of the St. 
Albans Section,_ reported that the members had 
cleared and put in order their part of the Trail, 
from the Fred Tucker camp to Journey's End at 
the Canadian line, a distance of 19 miles, all done 
by volunteer labor. Also approach trails, making 
about 25 miles accounted for by this Section, 
which is over a mile per member. A fine showing. 

The Worcester Section reported that it was in 
a flourishing condition, both as to finances and 
membership, the latter being at the highest point 

in its history, with good attendance at its outings 
and meetings. Out of 124 members 121 were 
present at its annual meeting. They have adopted 
the plan of selecting trail workers by invitation 
only, thus making it a coveted privilege instead 
of a duty, and securing the best workers. A care-
taker was kept at the Willis Ross camp in July 
and August. 

President W. S. Atwood spoke for the New 
York Section and said that their aim was not so 
much quantity as quality of membership, aiming 
to get together a harmonious body of-congenial 
spirits, and keeping the numbers at or below 300; 
also endeavoring to maintain a sex balance, with 
the numbers of each sex about equal. Encouraged 
by the response to their invitation to other Sec-
tions to visit them at their Thendara lodge, they 
were planning for next summer an encampment 
of two weeks at Prof. Monroe's Couching Lion 
farm, where they would have a cook and house-
keeper and live the life of Riley, as it were. A 
general invitation would be extended to other 
members of the Club to visit them at any time, 
tho they could not guarantee lodgings. One day 
would be set aside for a hike especially for 
visitors. 

Three matters mentioned in the report of the 
Burlington Section gave rise to considerable dis-
cussion, viz., the possibilities of the Trail for 
winter sports, especially skiing, the advisability 
of adopting a Club emblem, and the feasibility 
of authorizing junior members of the Sections, 
and fixing the ages and dues of such members. It 
was found that the present by-laws would not 
permit such a classification of members, and it 
was the sentiment of the meeting that the by-laws 
should be amended so that this could be done, 
and it was understood that such an amendment 
would be offered for adoption at the next annual 
meeting. As to the question of an official emblem, 
a committee was appointed to study it and make 
a report to the next meeting of the trustees. As to 
possibilities of winter use of the Trail the meet-
ing voted to request the various Sections to 
investigate this matter and to report to the next 
meeting of the trustees their conclusions as to 
what the Trail and the cabins could offer in this 
direction to winter sports enthusiasts. 

The referendum on the parkway proposition 
to be held at the annual town meetings in 
March in Vermont came in for some animated 
discussion. It was finally decided that members 
should collect information bearing on this sub-
ject which would be circulated among members 
in Vermont and other Vermont voters, not with 
a view to propaganda, but to convey facts to 
help voters to understand the question and vote 
intelligently. An appropriation of $15 was made 
to pay expenses. 
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Tributes were paid to the memory of our late 
trustee, Fred H. Tucker. It was the general feeling 
that, in view of his deep interest in the Club and 
his aid in many ways during many years, some 
memorial of him should be prepared and placed, 
preferably at the Long Trail Lodge. A com-
mittee, consisting of Capt. Congdon, George 
Storey and Mortimer Proctor, was appointed to 
report recommendations at the next meeting of 
the trustees. 

Mrs. Margery Ludlow of Troy, N. Y., offered 
to place a bronze marker at the south end of the 
Trail on the boundary between Vermont and 
Massachusetts as a gift to the Club. A model of 
the proposed marker was exhibited. This gift 
was tentatively accepted with thanks by the 
meeting but the matter was referred to the 
trustees for final action at their March meeting. 

The following were elected trustees of the Club 
for 1936: 

Prof. L. B. Puffer, Burlington; Ernest E. 
Smith, Burlington; Prof. P. C. Voter, Middle-
bury; E. S. Marsh, Brandon; Mortimer R. 
Proctor, Proctor; W. M. Fay, Proctor; E. A. 
Boyce, Proctor; W. M. Ross, Rutland; E. L. 
Bigelow, Manchester; Capt. Herbert W. Cong-
don, Arlington; Dr. L. H. Ross, Bennington; 
State Forester P. H. Merrill, Montpelier; Prof. 
Walter C. O'Kane, Durham, N. H.; C. J. Haw-
ley, Holden, Mass.; J. A. Allis, Montclair, N. J.; 
W. S. Atwood, Palisades Park, N. J. 

W. M. Ross was re-elected clerk. 

FIRST ANNUAL TRAILS CONFER-
ENCE OF THE ADIRONDACK 

MOUNTAIN CLUB 
This was held in Albany on Oct. 4-5 last, the 

announced purpose being to "discuss the foot and 
ski situation in the State," but it developed into 
an animated and somewhat turbulent discussion 
of the wilderness situation in general, and CCC 
activities as related to that situation in particular. 
Many Trail and Outing Clubs were represented 
at this meeting, including the Green Mountain 
Club, in the person of Prof. Walter C. O'Kane, 
who made an address which met with high 
praise. His subject was The Mission of the 
Wilderness, and in this he voiced the sentiments 
of a large majority of the members of the Club. 
He pointed out there is a value in the wilderness 
that is fundamental to the happiness of us all. 
This is because historically we have only recently 
come away from the forest into towns and cities. 
Human history may be considered a volume of a 
thousand pages of which only the last page 
represents the history of man's civilization. In 
the thousands of years that man made his home 
in the wilderness something has been built into 

his being that dwelling in towns and cities has 
not yet wiped out. 

A vacation is a change, a returning in some 
degree or other to the conditions of our ancestors. 
The present age of mechanization makes return-
ing to primitive conditions more difficult. Roads 
have been made for the machine age at a great 
price in lost charm. The return to the wilderness 
is becoming more and more difficult but still 
there is in all of us the desire to return. 

We must retain the challenging character of 
the wilderness. Trails must be provided for some. 
There is a place for the graded and well marked 
trail, but there is also a place for the trail worn 
only by a few feet, a faint path through the 
forest, with many obstacles underfoot, a trail that 
taxes the keen observer and demands the training 
of foot and eye and brain. There is much that is 
of greater interest along a slower trail. Speed in 
cars or along the too-well-kept trail kills interest 
in the roadside or trailside beauty. 

At the end of the trail-at the end of the day 
-the individual must feel that he has accom-
plished something, seen something that his over-
busy brothers in the cities or on the highways in 
cars can never know, unless they too will lay 
down worldly cares and take up a pack of simple 
comforts and walk into a wilderness remote 
enough to lose sight, sound and smell of the 
mechanistic world. 

A LONG TRAIL CHRISTMAS CARD 
Editor Wilder Foote and Mrs. Foote of Brandon 

sent a uniqueChristma$ greeting to their friends 
Inst Christmas. There was nothing in it nbout 
Christmas only some reflections occasioned by a 
trip over the LOng Trnil. Here is what they said: 

Whereve.r you live in ermont, the hills nre 
present. They have gentle slopes, folding softly 
back one upon another, but underneath their 
sensonal mantles they are of rock and they are 
forever on yow· horizon. To those who will lift up 
their eyes they offer unchanging form amid 
changing color. To those who will climb they 
offer a wide vision wWch transforms living into 
life. 

If it were not for the hills, life in Vermont 
would be like living anywhere else. All the 
human relationship of work and play differ only 
in shading from those in the city. It is still easy 
to fall into the staccato tempo, but there are 
always the hills t-0 bring you up hort against 
their still permanence. 

They invite you to climb them and see for 
your.self. The Long Trail across their summits 
offers perspective. The manipulations of human 
hoods, which on close view seem placed ex-
traneously enough upon the face of nature, 
become intrinsic. Shelley is right to thnn.k 
Rousseau. The hills give answer to barbaric 
state-worahippers, clinging medievalista, oriental-
ized mystics and the great body of materialists. 

"Here no history or church or state is inter-
polated on the divine sky and the immortal 
y. e ar,'' and by that fact humanity is seen to be 
both immortal and divine. 
Written after hiking the Long Trail last September 
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THE THIRD HIGHEST 
The editors of the guide book did not accept 

our invitation to explain how they came to 
denorriinate two separate and distinct peaks of 
the Green Mountains as being each the third 
highest. Probably they thought least said 
soonest mended. However, we received a letter 
from Theron S. Dean of Burlington, who ought 
to be a good authority on the heights of our 
mountains, as he has climbed them all many 
times. He says that according to the topographic 
sheets from Washington the third highest is Mt. 
Ellen, 4,135 feet, with "Camel's Rump, Camel's 
Back, The Camel and Camel's Hump (all the 
same animal)", the fourth highest at 4,083 feet 
(not 4,093, as the guide book has it). He inti-
mates that the conflicting statements might 
have originated when the editors were in a 
slightly muddled condition after partaking of a 
church supper in Burlington. But we think this 
theory may be safely rejected as untenable, as 
according to our experience nothing more ex-
hilarating than coffee and hash are served at 
those functions. Our theory is that the state-
ments were written by two different editors, who 
did not agree on the question, and who failed to 
collaborate as they should have done. So it seems 
to be settled that Mt. Ellen is the third highest, 
while Camel's Hump takes fourth prize. 

Our trustee, Prof. Walter C. O'Kane, is win-
ning laurels as a poet. The following poem by 
him was contributed to the New York Herald-
Tribune: 

A COUNTRY ROAD IT WAS 
A quiet country road it was 

Where weeds and bushes crowded dense 
On tumbled, lichen-covered stones 

And gray old rails of ancient fence. 

Brigllt dandelions cast their coins 
Of shining gold on swmy sod, 

A pawn for swaying yellow plumes 
Of summer's glowing goldenrod. 

On arching branch of cow·tly elm. 
A blliehil'd ang to dawn.ing light . 

In cloistei·ed thicket, dusky, dim, 
A woodthrush chanted to the night. 

And then came man! 

Man with his pitiless steel I 
Axes and merciless saws 
Rending with fangs and with claws 
Trees and their bower of boughs! 
Tractor and scraper and ploughs 
Gouging, gashing, 
Sm:nshing, crashing, 
Tearing from_ earth in agonized birth 
Century-now·i2hed life. 

Thus came man I 

,And so a modern road was laid 
That motor cars in cavalcade 
Might hurry in their poisoned air 
Through ravished beauty, unaware. 

NOTES 
We are indebted to High Spots, the quarterly 

magazine published by the Adirondack Club, for 
the account of Prof. O'Kane's address. 

Prof. Will S. Monroe is spending the winter at 
his Couching Lion farm in the company of his 
five dogs of high degree. 

Word comes from Barnes Camp that a hardy 
Long Trailer took a swim in Sterling Pond on 
Nov. 10, while his wife shivered on shore at a 
temperature of 41. 

When it comes to be generally realized that 
one can secure an interest in such a good paying 
property as the Long Trail Lodge for the nominal 
sum of $3, we expect an unprecedented rush of 
applications for membership. 

The entire Trail has now been scientifically 
measured by the patrol, and found to differ from 
the distance as computed in the guide book by 
only four-tenths of a mile. There were dis-
crepancies in parts, but the total came out about 
even. 

Mr. Bigelow of the Manchester Section quoted 
some remarks written in the register at Bromley 
lodge. One visitor, who thought the accom-
modations rather cramped the night he was 
there, wrote: "What does the guide mean by 
saying 'Bunks for 12?' Bunk is right." 

On account of some regrettable errors in the 
last page of the last News, we had it reprinted, 
and both editions were sent to members. By com-
paring the two one can get an idea of the trials 
which beset an editor, even of so small and 
infrequent a sheet as this. 

Miss Tye, the secretary, requests that in case 
of change of address of any member, whether of a 
Section or a member-at-large, he or she will 
notify her of the new address, so that the News 
may be properly addressed. Address Green 
Mountain Club, Mead Bldg., Rutland, Vt. 

A writer in High Spots laments that "even our 
mountain tops are exploited. Next year, who 
knows? We read that the Green Mountains are 
doomed again. They were saved once early in the 
summer by act of the Vermont Legislature. And 
in October the case is opened again with all the 
chances favoring a skyline drivel" Don't lose all 
hope, brother. There will be a referendum on 
this in March, and we think there is a chance, 
and a good one, that the voters will turn down 
this proposition. 


