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THE TRAIL PATROL 

Prof. R. 0. Buchanan, who has been in charge 
of the Patrol for the last several years, sends us 
the following account of their accomplishments 
during the past season: 

"First, we cleared winter's blowdowns and 
.. u:nime1· ·.,, .- ~«1il and bushes from the trails 
between Smuggler's Notch and Hazen's Notch. 
We painted blazes as well. All side trails in this 
region were covered too. 

"We cut about three miles of new trail between 
Barnes Camp and Sterling Pond over a route 
scouted by Fred Mould of Morrisville. This 
trail comes out on top of the Elephant's F..ead 
cliffs on the east side of Smuggler's Notch about 
1000 feet above the Big Spring. 

"Camps were repaired, if they needed it, in the 
region covered by our trail work. Fo1 imitance, 
at Sterling Pond Camp we replaced the roof 
frame, relaid the roofing on the frame, and built 
a new puncheon floor. 

"We completed the measurement of the Long 
Trail BO that readings for the measurement of 
the whole trail are now recorded in one pla<'e, the 
office of the Chairman of the Patrol Committee. 
The trail has probably been measured before 
but the records have been scattered in various 
places until now. 

"We built new Swezey Camp, on a plan much 
like the camps at Barrows, Parker, Ritterbush, 
and Journey's End. This new camp is on the 
Long Trail, quite near where the old Swezey 
was burned. It is on the top of the steep bank of 
Day Brook which here flows through a pictures
que gorge. The camp was built of lumber torn 
from old lumber camp buildings, donated by Mr. 
Swezey of Manrhester. It sleeps eight people or 
twelve with a little crowding. The camp has 
built-in seats and table and is equipped with a 
large cook stove. 

"Considerable work was done on the large 
Long Trail signs placed at important highway 
crossings. These were all replaced between the 
Canadian line and the Burlington-Waterbury 
road." 

THE LONG TRAIL LODGE 

We have received from Mr. Earl A. Boyce, 
Chairman of the House Committee, the following 
information concerning the past season at the 
Lodge: 

"The particular improvements on and about 
the Lodge were an improved water supply 
through the laying of a new 2-inch main pipe 
from the reservoir down to the house, the con
struction of two new and larger garages, the 
addition of two more rooms on the dormitory and 
the rebuilding of the men's quarters at the left of 
the entrance to the main Lodge itself. 

"Additional refrigerating equipment was also 
placed in the service kitchen and a gradual im
provement in the sleeping quarters was made by 
the replacement of the old mattresses by new 
and better ones. 

"I have not yet received from the Treadway 
organization the final statement shovlling the 
total profits from the Lodge. A general state
ment, however, can be made to the effect that 
the business was the greatest in its history this 
year, with a consequent considerable increase in 
income to the club." 

From the manager at the Lodge the past 
season we have received the following com
munication: 

"Without a doubt all fellow Club members 
will be interested to know that there has been a 
decided increase in the number of people hiking 
the Long Trail this year. This increase was more 
noticeable in the number who took extended 
trips of a week or more. Credit is due those in 
charge of publicity work for this popularity. 

In line with this is the increased patronage en
joyed by the Lodge this season. With this 
additional return a number of improvements 
have been made about the Lodge, the most 
striking of these being the handiwork of Mr. 
Maurice Broun, the Resident Naturalist. 

"Those who are familiar with the ferns and 
flowers of the state marvel at the unique way he 
has constructed the attractive little garden at the 
entrance, and even the uninformed layman is 
caught up by the spirit expressed all along his 
nature walks. 

"In the first week of September Dr. and Mrs. 
Kilpatrick and Dr. Outerbridge of Phile.delphia 
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came into the Lodge, completing a stretch of the 
Appalachian Trail from Mt. Katahdin in Maine. 
This is the longest hike on record for the year. 

"As late as the week-end of October 12th the 
hikers have been crowded out of Killington 
cabins and slept out of doors. This, in spite of a 
week of snow and ice just disappearing. 

"Looking forward to a bigger and better 
season next year, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

Grover E. Wright, 
Resident Manager." 

NATURE LORE AT THE LONG 
TRAIL LODGE 

Mr. Broun, the resident naturalist, has done 
much to make the Lodge and surroundings at
tractive and instructive to those interested in 
nature study. The wild flower garden, close to the 
Lodge, and the pool with its water plants are new 
achievements of the past season. The various 
plants, shrubs and trees in the vicinity are 
labelled with their names and some bits of in
formation regarding their habits, descent or 
history, or some appropriate quotation. For 
instance: 

"Summer is on the wane when the Joe Pye 
weed (also known as the trumpet weed) blooms. 
The tiny, trumpet-shaped blooms apparently 
suggested the latter name." 

"Hemlock. The poison hemlock which 
Socrates drank came from a different plant. A 
tea is made by lumber men from the twigs and 
leaves of this tree." 

"Who does his duty is a question 
Too complex to be solved by me, 

But he, I venture the suggestion, 
Does part of his who plants a tree." 

-Lowell. 

There is a large collection of ferns which are 
found in the vicinity or along the Trail. 

In the lower porch is a picture panorama on a 
roller, which on being unrolled bring into view 
pictures of the various animals found on the 
Trail. 

Another display shows the various species of 
trees growing along the Trail. There is a specimen 
of the wood of each, together with a picture of 
the tree with a brief description. 

Specimens of the different fungi which may be 
seen on the Trail are also shown. 

Another exhibit con&ists of rules and drawings 
for the prevention of forest fires. 

To the bird-lover the most fascinating object 
is a bird chart in the interior of the Lodge. At the 
side is a list of the 66 species of birds which have 
been observed within a half mile of the Lodge, 
divided into summer residents, winter visitors, 
spring and fall transients, and permanent resi
dents. This ingenious contrivanre consists of 
colored pirtures 01 the 66 birds with their names 
beneath the rhart. There is an electric pointer 
di~ided into two arms, and when one is applied 
to an electric button beneath a picture, and the 
other to the button beneath the name of a bird, 
if the name fits the picture, an electric light shines 
forth; if not, there is nothing doing. 

THE LONG TRAIL 

A member writes: "Don't you think the time 
has come to change the name of th~Trail to the 
Green Mountain Trail, for it is no longer the 
'Long Trail'; the Appalachian Trail has that 
distinction"? 

The Green Mountain Club does not claim 
that the Long Trail is the longest trail in exist
ence. But it still remains a long trail, the longest 
in any one State, we believe, and the only one 
traversing the entire length of a State. So it 
would seem that the name is still appropriate. 
Moreover it has been known for more than 25 
years by that name, which has become famous, 
and an attempt to change it now would in all 
probability be futile. It would probably be even 
less effective than the move made by some 
members of the New York Section and others to 
change the name of the mountain Camel's 
Hump to Couching Lion. The latter may be a 
better and more appropriate name than the 
former, but it has been known as Camel's Rump 
or Camel's Hump from the early history of the 
State, and the people persist in using the old 
name. 

Moreover, the name has become so well known 
in this country and abroad that it has been 
adopted and used in other connections. In 1919 
a book was published in England entitled, 
"The Book of the Long Trail." This had to do 
with exploration and adventure. Irving Bacheller 
in his book called, "A Man for the Ages," says: 
"The men and women spent a delightful hour 
traveling without weariness over the long trail 
to beloved scenes and the days of their youth. 
Every day's end thousands were going east on 
that trail, each to find his pot of gold at the foot 
of the rainbow of memory." There is a popular 
song known as the Long Trail, which does not 
seem to refer to our Trail, as the songster states 
that "There's a long, long trail a-winding into the 
land of my dreams." 

No, on the whole we are not in favor of 
changing the old name. 
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WELCOME CRITICISM 

We are in receipt of a letter from Frederick G. 
Clapp, Consulting Geologist, of New York, 
dated August 28 last, who says he has just 
tramped the Long Trail for six days, that he has 
no complaints to make, as he is an experienced 
cramper who knows how to put up with diffi
culties, but would like to point out a few deficien
cies in the Trail and cabins for the benefit of 
novices, which he does in eleven numbered para
graphs. He qualifies as a critic- by stating that he 
has tramped alone for entire days in the roughest 
country of China, Iran and Santo Domingo. We 
regret that the letter is too long to publish in full, 
but it is on file with the secretary, Miss Tye, 
where anyone interested can see it. Most of his 
criticisms relate to minor defects which he noted 
in the Trait, the signs and the camps, which 
could be readily remedied, and probably most of 
them have been. They should be welrome to 
those responsible for the upkeep and proper con
dition of the Trail and camps. Criticism No. 10 
seems to us partiaularly pertinent, wherein he 
points out that the trail supplies at the Long 
Trail Lodge and at Breadloaf Inn are not suitable 
for the Trail tramper, as being too large and 
heavy, the compact items not being kept at a~l. 
He mentions some of the latter that should be m 
stock, viz., bouillon rubes, hard vanilla sweet 
chocolate, the smallest tins of fruits and vege
tables, tiny tins of sausages and jam, and compact 
nuts. 

His suggestions in No. 11 seem to us not prac
ticable on account of the expense involved. He 
thinks the Trail should be patrolled "even by 
only one man every two days." This berause he 
met three persons on the Trail who were in
capacitated, and heard of two boys reported lost 
on the Trail. He also suggests that a watchman 
should visit each camp, even only once in 48 
hours, to prevent thefts. 

The officials of the Club are pleased to receive 
such criticisms from members or others, and will 
do their best to ·remedy any defects which may be 
found to exist. 

FROM THE WORCESTER SECTION 

The invitation of President Atwood of the 
New York Section, published in our last issue, to 
members of other Sections to visit them at their 
Camp Thendara, was accepted by the enterpris
ing Worcester Section, and we have received the 
following account of their trip: 

October 12th and 13th, 1935, marked one of 
the outstanding week-ends of the whole year for 
the Worcester Section. This was the occasion of 
our visit to Camp Thendara at Palisades Inter
state Park. 

In response to the kind invitation of the New 
York Section, 33 members left Worcester at 
7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning and drove the 
200 miles to Camp Thendara, crossing the 
Hudson River over Bear Mountain Bridge, and 
arriving at the camp at 2:00 o'clock. 

There, we were warmly welcomed by Mr. 
Atwood and other members from New York. 
Soon, we were out on the near-by trails, under the 
guidance of our hosts, enjoying a fine walk and a 
visit to an interesting old iron mine. 

After supper everyone had an evening of 
gayety with songs and games in which both 
groups took part. 

On Sunday morning, a few took another hike 
which covered different trails, while others went 
canoeing on beautiful Lake Tiorati on which the 
c.amp is situated. . .. _ 

In the afternoon we were forced to say good
bye to our friends and regretfully leave for the 
long ride home. 

Our members who took this trip put it down as 
a red letter day in Club affairs. This trip to a 
beautiful rountry at its autumn best, to new 
trails and mountains, to a most comfortable 
c~mp, and as the happy guests of our new-found 
friends and hosts, will long be remembered. 

Much credit should be given to the New York 
Sertion for their foresight and thoughtfulness in 
inviting other Sections to visit them at this time, 
and much benefit will surely come to the Club 
from such contacts. 

THE THIRD HIGHEST 

Two of our members engaged in an argument 
lately, the subject of which was the question 
which peak in the Green Mountain range was 
entitled to the honor of being the third highest. 
One maintained that it was Camel's Hump, the 
other that it was Mount Ellen. They finally 
agreed to let that infallible authority, the Guide 
Book, decide it. The Mt. Ellen advo<:'ate, after 
a short search, pointed in triumph to the state
ment on page 69: "Mount Ellen, 4135 feet, the 
third highest elevation in Vermont." But the 
other countered by reading from page 75 of the 
same book: "Camel's Hump, with its altitude of 
4093 feet is one of the three highest peaks in the 
Green Mountains." On the face of the returns 
this would indicate that Mt. Ellen was the third 
highest, but the Camel's Hump partisan would 
not admit defeat. He said that any editor of a 
guide book who would call each of two moun
tains the third highest might well be wrong in his 
figures, and he wants to know where the editors 
found their figUies. Space will be available in our 
next issue to the editors of the Guide Book if 
they wish to clear up this matter. 
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NOTES 

The late Fred H. Turker bequeathed the sum 
of $500 to the Green Mountain Club. 

Many who partook of the late Hen. Davis's 
sap beer remember it as a refreshing and stimu
lating beverage, the latter especially about six 
months after it had been brewed. 

We are pleased at receiving an unusual number 
of letters of late. This shows a commendable in
terest in the Club and its doings. Letters pertain
ing to Club affairs or to the Trail are always 
welcome. 

The annual meeting of the Club will be held at 
the Hotel Berwick, Rutland, on the second 
Saturday of the month of January next, viz., 
January 11, 1936, commencing at 11 a.m. All 
members who can attend should do so, as business 
of importance will be transacted. 

Sixty-five members of the Appalachian Club 
spent the week-end of November 9-11 at North 
Clarendon and Arlington. During their stay 
they climbed Pico and Killington, and visited 
recreation resorts in Rutland and Mendon. 
They reported a most enjoyable trip. 

Wilder Foote, editor of the Brandon Union 
and Middlebury Register, accompanied by Mrs. 
Foote, walked the Long Trail in September last 
from Bolton to the Lincoln-Warren Pass. They 
were four days on the trip, sleeping three nights 
on the Trail, and the fourth at Hen Davis's 
House. They cherish an ambition to do the en
tire Trail in installments. 

Apropos of an item in our last issue about the 
time made by a man and wife on the Trail from 
Sherburne pass to the Brandon-Rochester road, 
14.Y:I hours, Mr. C. G. Richarde.on, of Springfield, 
Vt., writes that this time is good for a woman, 
but that he and another tramper left _ the 
Brandon-Rochester road at 5 :25 a.m. and reached 
the Mendon road at 3 :23 p.n'l. (presumably the 
same day). 

The Governor of Vermont has called a special 
session of the Legislature to meet December 10. 
Altho the Parkway is not mentioned in his pro
gram, it is rumored that some ill-advised member 
may try to revive that project, whioh the 
Legislature killed at the regular session. It might 
be well for any members in favor of such a 
course to pay heed to the words of Speaker 
Moore, who says that the people would not 

tolerate the consideration of business other than 
t.hat for which the Legislature was convened. 
They might also ponder on the message which 
Rev. George W. Peck of Rutland sent to the 
President when the latter called for advice from 
the clergy, viz.: "The majority of the citizens 
of Vermont, who have no financial interests in
volved, do not want the natural beauty of 
Vermont spoiled by a Green Mountain speed
way, scarifying the charm of its forests." 

OBITUARY 

Death struck the Club a heavy blow when it 
took Fred H. Tucker, long time trustee, one time 
vice-president, loyal friend and valued member. 
He died at his home in Newton, Mass., on 
November 13 last, of a heart attack. No one who 
might be taken cpuld be missed more than he. 
Constant in attendance at the meetings of the 
Club and of the trustees, his good judgment and 
wise counsel were always ready, and guided the 
Club and the trustees to the right solution of 
many a problem. For the past two years he at
tended the Appalachian Trail Conference, held 
in the South, as a delegate from the Club. He 
was an ex-president of the Appalachian Moun
tain Club. His geniality, his friendly nature, his 
sense of humor, made him a delightful companion 
and gained for him a host of friends. He was an 
unflagging benefactor of the Club, contributing 
liberally toward trail work, and built and pre
sented to the Club the Fred H. Tucker Camp, on 
the Trail in Hazen's Notch, which will be his 
permanent memorial. 

The Club sent flowers to the obsequies. 
Henry C. Davis, familiarly known to trampers 

over the Trail from its beginning as "Hen." 
Davis, died at his home in Lincoln, Vt., on 
Oc~ober 20 last, in his 83d year. A month before 
he and Mrs. Davis celebrated their sixty-second 
wedding anniversary. His home was the nearest 
dwelling house to the Trail at the Lincoln
W arren pass, and became by force of circum
stances a stopping place for meals and lodging for 
Long Trailers leaving the Trail from the north 
or entering it from the south. His friendly wel
come, his hospitality, his quaint manner of 
speech, his anecdotes and stories of former times, 
will be pleasantly recalled by his numerous 
guests. He was typical of the mountains among 
which he was born, lived and died. 

If possible, the guest books kept at the Davis 
home, containing thousands of signatures, and 
dating back almost to the beginning of the Trail, 
should be secured and preserved in the archives 
of the Club. 


