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ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meeting of the Club was held 

at the Hotel Berwick in Rutland on Saturday, 
Janua1·y 12, commencing at 11 a. m. .The 
meeting was interesting and successful in 
accomplishment, and the attendance gratifying, 
there being fully fifty members present. Every 
seat in the room was occupied, and ai1 overflow 
in the hall. Over thirty lunched at the hotel. 

President Wallace M. Fay presided, and 
called on the officers for reports. Miss Lula 
M. Tye, secretary, reported that members at 
large paying dues in 1934 numbered 320, 
members of Sections 808, life members 51. 
As the Wyanokie Section was not included, 
adding 25 for this makes a. total of 1204, as 
compared with 1084 for 1933, which is en
couraging. The Section membership was as 
follows: Bennington, 56; Burlington, 92; 
Killington, 110; Manchester, 28; Middlebury, 
89, New York, 294; Proctor, 21; Worcester, 
118. Guide books sold, 503, exhausting the 
edition, and many more could have been sold 
had they been available. Of the 10,000 Short 
Trip folders printed last year, over half are 
still on hand. Many calls for information 
were answered, and the opinion was expressed 
that the Trail was better patronized even 
than in 1933. 

The report of the treasurer, E. A. Boyce, 
showed investments unchanged, amounting at 
par to $2,700; cash in checking account, 
$664.13; cash in savings accounts, $370.61. 
Receipts for the year amounted to $1,604.92, 
and disbursements to $1,377.18, leaving a 
balance of $227. 74 to the good. The principal 
receipts were from dues of members at large, 
:i\9'57; Section dues; $129; sale oi ~ilide books, 
$240; other publications, $19; gifts, $122; 
interest $12,7. Principal expense items; 
Secretary's salary, $250; Secretary's expenses, 
$108; assistant ti·easurer 's salary, $25; Ap
palachian Trail Conference expense, $55; short 
trip folders, $109; Long Trail News, $103 ; 
Trail work, labor and other items of expense, 
mostly for the patrol, $691. 

E. A. Boyce, chairman of house committee, 
reported that the season of 1934 was the most 
successful yet at the Long Trail Lodge, the 
Club's share of the profits being $3,000, as 
compared with $2,000 for 1933, which woulcl 
take care of all the non-operating expenses 
till the beginning of anothe1· season, and pay 
for needed repairs and improvements, chief 
of which would be the re-roofing of the main 
building. All of the States but 4 were repre
:sented among the guests, and 13 foreign 

countries, and 8,600 guests were served. Mr. 
Broun, the naturalist, who marked the trees, 
shrubs and flowers and informed concerning 
birds, and whose efforts added so much to 
the pleasure and instruction of the guests, 
will be back next sea.son. Mr. Wright, manager 
at the Lodge, stated as his opinion that results 
in 1934 woulil hi' 25% or 30% better in 
1934 than in 1933. 

All of the Sections except the new W'yanokie 
Section were represented and presented reports 
for the past year, stating in general that they 
had taken care of the parts of the Trail for 
which they were responsible, and mentioning 
other activities, some of which have already 
been noted in these columns. Dr. L. H. Ross, 
reporting for Bennington,. staited that the 
young women of Benningt'On College wanted to 
form a Section -0f their own, but he had 
advised them to join the Bennington Section, 
reminding them that if they formed a separate 
Section they would be assigned a section of 
the Trail to keep in order. Prof. L. B. Puffer 
for Burlington, spoke of their annual Washing
ton Birthday outing, which last year took 
them to Stowe. This Section seems to be in 
the poorest financial condition of any, as they 
are about $150 in debt. William Burton, 
president of the New York Section, stated 
that his Section ha,cl as usual kept up their 
section of Trail in Vermont, as well as other 
trails in New York and New Jersey, and had 
maintained a caretaker on Camel's Hump at 
a small. expense over receipts. Their practice 
is to rebuild one cabin in Vermont each three 
3·ears. They aim to keep their membership at 
a bout the same level. This Section intends to 
incorporate itself soon undei· the laws of New 
Jersey. I. N. Bartlett reported for the Man
chester Section, and Vv. R. Greenwood for the 
Worcester Section. The latter gave credit to 
their Amherst members for the success of 
their recreational activities. 

Mr. Van Buren, of Worcester, exhibited a 
symbolic G. M. 0. badge which that Section 
had adopted, thinking it might interest the 
members of the Club generally. Prof. Voter 
spoke for Middlebury, and Mr. Fay for Proc
tor. 

Prof. R. 0. Buchanan reported for the 
patrol. This work started July 1, and was 
finished for the time being July 26. Later 
the southern part of the Trail was worked 
as far as Blackington, Mass. The Trail was 
put in good order, signs and blazes painted, 
and cabins repaired where needed. He con
sidernd the Trail to be in excellent condition 
now, better than ever before. Thti patrol 
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has in its care about 60 miles of the Long 
Trail, and approximately 40 miles of side 
trails. A successful war was waged against 
ponmp).nes with the aid of poultry wire, 
creosote, etc. A vote of thanks was given 
those in charge of the patrol for their good 
work. 

President Fay in his report said: 
"It has been a great satisfaction to pass 

through a whole season without serious com
plaint of trail or shelter difficulties. This is 
a decided contrast to our experiences of a few 
seasons ago, when complaints were distressingly 
frequent.'' 

"I want at this time to touch upon a 
critical decision that the trustees have re
affirmed this past year. I refer to our opposi
tion to the G1·een Mountain Parkway. This 
proposal has been voted on by the members 
and examined carefully by the trustees. I 
know that all of our membe1·s clo not agree 
on a course of opposition. Their comments have 
all been carefully weighed and our conclusions 
reached only after much careful discussion and 
conside1·ation of bath sides of the argument.'' 

'' The injury to the Long T1·ail is not the 
most important argument against the Parkway 
as far as the public in general is concerned, 
but it is the most important from the Club's 
viewpoint.'' 

''I cannot agree that a hroad, modern motor 
highway frequently crossing the .Trail and 
often within a quarter or half a mile of it will 
not totally destroy its present beauty and 
value.'' 

Tl1e report then goes on to trace in detail 
the route of the proposed parkway, and show 
how it would interfern with and work fatal 
injury to the Long Trail. 

Mr. M. A. Mattoon of Laconia, N. H., 
National Forest Supervisor for New Hamp
shhe and Vermont, was present and explained 
to the meeting the situation as regards the 
National Forest in Vermont·, illustrating with 
maps. He said that the government has no 
intention of including all of the land between 
Mendon and Lincoln as shown in the map, 
but only such not adapted to agricultural 
uses, or for recreational or other purposes. 
The forest therefore would not be a con
tinuous tract, would be made up of disconnected 
areas. What the government wants is timber 
land. He said that the aim was ultimately to 
acquire 500,00D acres in Vermont for forest 
purposes, and that he expected that a separate 
superintendent for Vermont would soon be 
appointed. 

The report of the co=ittee appointed at 
the last meeting of the trustees to investigate 
the possibilities of ll substitute plrm fo r the 
proposed Green llfouutaili Parkw;ly Wll then 
presented and read to tile mcetiug by Capt. 
H. W. Congdon. Alter some d iscussion it was 
unanimously endorsed and adopted by th€ 
meeting, and will now be passed on to the 
Governor and State Planning Board. 

The following membe1·s we1·e elected to serve 
as trustees for the ensuing year: J. A. Allis, 

William Burton, New York; Stuart Van Buren, 
Worcester, Mass.; Prof. W. C. O'Kane, 
Durham, N. H.; F. H. Tucker, Newton, Mass.; 
Prof. L. B. Puffer, Burlington; Prof. P. C. 
Voter, Middlebury; E. S. Marsh, Brandon; 
M. R. Proctor, W. M. Fay, E. A. Boyce, 
Proctor; W. M. Rosa, Rutland; E. L. Bigelow, 
Manchester; Capt. H. W. Congdon, Arlington; 
Dr. L. H. Ross, Bennington; State Forester 
P. H. Merrill, Montpelier. 

VERMONT FOR VERMONTERS; 
OLD AND NEW. AN ALL

VERMONT PLAN 
Under the above caption tho lengthy report 

of the committee appointed to conside1· the plan 
suggested by Mo1ti.J1101· R. Proctor as a. sn_]). 
stituto fo1· tho piukway p lan was distributed 
to tho rnemb rs prellen at tho annual ·meeting. 
ifle 11avo no t spaco ill thls i&me to print it in 

full, bu will givo ouough of it so that t he 
gcncrn l mca.ning ruid scope of the plan wilt 
be nppru·ent, and inclucle some of t he a;rguments 
iJI its favor. 'rhe Rutlnud Herald printed it 
in full and commented favorably on. it in an. 
editorial. The committee consisted of Mr. 
Proctor, Wallace M. Fay, and Prof. L. B. 
Puffer. 

The plan considers the successful progress 
for the future of all of the major topographical 
divisions of the State, viz., 

1-The broader valleys where are concen
trated our healthiest agricultural developments 
and our industries. 

2:---:The slopes of the mountains and hills 
and the minor valleys where there are thousands 
of acres of land, farmed in the past, but now 
abandoned due to changed economic conditions. 

3-The mountain wilderness. 

The Plan 
Our highway system includes many miles 

of excellent valley-roads from which lesser roads 
branch into the mountain glens and climb 
the ranges. These improved roads are of course 
the basic lines of travel. 

This plan would select areas adjacent to 
these trunk lines suitable for summe1· homes 
and attractive to city dwellers and others from 
without the State--areas where such improve· 
ments as are suggested would also benefit 
those Ve1·monters already dwelling there. 

A survey would be made of each area and 
plans designed to develop it. Present back 
roads would be improved. Those now practically 
abandoned which reach the sub-marginal hill 
farms would be reopened. Thus, upland regions 
of the g1·eatest beauty and charm would become 
accessible to summer visitors. 

Much of the actual construction would be 
done as the lands were sold for home-sites, 
a gradual process that would pay its own costs 
if properly handled. Obviously, active coopera
tion would be needed between the State 
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Publicity Department, real estate agents and 
property owners. A few new, short, dead end 
roads leading into the hills would be needed. 

In regions where the thirty one State Forests 
are located, provision should be ma.de for the 
extension of the existing trails systems. Walk
ing and horseback trails through the forests and 
to the untrailed peaks should also be considered. 

Nine arguments in favor of the plan are 
presented, of which we quote two which will 
appeal particularly to members of the Green 
Mountain Club. The others are sound practical 
and economic arguments appealing to Ver
monters generally. 

7. Conservation. No super highways would 
invade and desecrate the hidden fastnesses of 
the Green Mountains. A series of trails would 
make them more accessible to the tramper 
and the horseman. 

9. .dn iinspoiled Vermont . . This Plan would 
preserve, not destroy, Vermont's justly famous 
friendly charm and simplicity. It would 
encourage the leisurely tourist who really 
appreciates what Vermont has to offer. It 
would not attract the speedsters, the stunters, 
the unprofitable through tourists, who contri
bute little or nothing to the communities 
through which they rush. 

Many of these leisurely tourists would return 
again and again until in many cases they 
would buy property and cast in their lots 
with us. Such folk contribute richly to the life, 
ideals, and activities of their communities. 

The concluding portion of the report follows: 
The Green Mountain Club stands ready to 

give every assistance possible to save Vermont 
from the mistaken atfempts of exploitative 
experimentalists and to help in the development 
of a well-considered and sound plan for Ver
mont's future. 

The Club believes that damage to the Long 
Trail, which has become one of Vermont's best 
known institutions, is of secondary importance 
to the damage to Unspoiled Vermont that would 
be caused by the Green Mountain Parkway, 
through the desecration of the wilderness that 
is a Vermont asset unique in our Eastern 
States. 

The Long Trail provides a footpath through 
this long thin wildemess that serves the nature
lover so well; and it is worthy of note that 
the Green Mountain Parkway, where it 
appl'oaches the Trail, reaches out and takes 
over almost every point of superior beauty and 
interest that the Trail at present touches, with 
the exception of some of the high peaks. 

Weary city dwellers should be brought to 
the peace of the woods, the mountains, the 
lakes, far from the jazz-mad atmosphere of the 
cities. We believe that the above Pla.n can 
accomplish this easily at present, and that it 
will be far better for the long future of our 
beloved State-Unspoiled Vermont. 

Appended to the report is a list of ten 
areas suggested fo1· early development. Of 
these two, the Huntington Valley and the 
Brattleboro region are discussed in detail. 

THE PARKWAY 
The situation as to the proposed Green 

Mountain Parkway remains about the same 
as reported in our last issue. The only note
worthy development is the appearance of a 
summary report from the National Park Ser
vice on the results of the preliminary survey 
which the government authorized with an 
appropriation of $50,000 for the same. This 
sets forth a detailed statement as to the loca
tion, extent, manner of consti·uction and opera
tion of the proposed parkway, ete. From this 
we quote the following paragraph: 

The construction of a continuous foot trail 
paralleling the roadway, but out of sight and 
sound of it. This trail will reach the moun
tain peaks and other special scenic features 
not accessible to the road and will connect 
with existing trails outside the parkway such 
as the Long Trail and the trail system of the 

national and state forests. 

From this it would appear that with a foot 
trail practically paraIIeling the Long Trail 
there would not be much need of the latter, and 
very probably it might result in its disuse to 
such an extent that it would not be worth 
while to maintain it, and the outcome would 
be the abandonment by the Club of the Trail 
and cabins on it. 

In order to get authoritative information as 
to the situation at the present time, the editor 
wrote to Washington asking for same, and 
received the following reply: 

November 22, 1934. 
My dear Sir: 

I have your letter of November 18, in which 
you enclose a copy of the Long Trail News, 
protesting against the construction of the pro
posed Green Mountain Parkway. 

It is improbable that this project can be 
considered by the Public Works Administration 
at this time because of the limited amount of 
funds at its disposal. May I assure you that 
should funds become available your views will 
be given every consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
Fred E. Schnepfe, 

Director, Prnjects Division. 
For the Administrator. 

MOUNT MANSFIELD AND 
STERLING POND 

An inquiry has been received concerning the 
origin of the above names. The answer is that 
they are derived from now extinct towns in 
which they were situated. The town of Mans
field was chartered in 1763. It was settled 
in 1799. It was abolished and divided in 1848, 
·part of it going to Stowe and part to other 
neighboring towns. The town of Sterling was 
chartered in 1782, settled in 1799, and ceased 
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to exist in 1828. A strip, including Smugglers' 
Notch, went to Cambridge, the rest of it to 
Johnson, Morristown and Stowe. 

THINGS NOT MADE BY HANDS 

Brown University, at Providence, R. I., has 
an Outing Reservation, located out in the hilly 
country, for the use of the students. In it is a 
lodge constTUcted of logs, and in the lodge 
is a tablet on which are inscribed the following 
lines: 

Here are things not made by hands, 
The clean wind, the clear sky, 

Gray mist on green lands, 
The owl's hoot, the loon's cry, 

Falling waters, dancing light, 
Full moon on a frosty night, 

White drifts, whirled high, 
,These, the gifts not made by men, 

The things which do not die. 
Men must die but here will be 
Life and immort,ality. 

NOTES 

The guide book committee a1·e at work on 
the new edition, which will probably make its 
appearance in February. 

John. H. Vondell of Amherst, Mass., exhibited 
at the Club meeting about 3-0 beautiful large 
size Long Trail photographs, taken by himself. 
They were among the finest ever seen by those 
present. 

The new Wyanokie Section., with headquarters 
at Montclair, N. J., has organized with Dr. 
Warren Ripley as president. It has a member
ship of between 25 and 30. The members 
enjoyed weekly walks and outings during the 
fall. Th:ese will be continued every other 
Saturday during the winter. 

The Christian Science Monitor carried an 
illustrated article on the Long Trail Lodge in 
its issue of Sept. 11. It is largely devoted to 
the paths and trails marked with numerous 
labels by Maurice Broun, biologist and 
naturalist, calling atten.tion to insects, birds, 
trnes, plants, flowers and other delights of 
nature. 

The second annual Recrnational Conference 
will be held at the Massachusetts State College, 
Amherst, Mass., March 15-17 next. The hiking 
section will have their program the 16th with 
an outing on Mt. Toby and an illustrated 
lecture in the evening. There will also be an 

extensive picture exhibit, including Long Trail 
views. 

Dodd, Mead & Co. have just published a 
new and revised edition of the New York W'alk 
Book (price $2.50) by Raymond H. Torrey, 
Fra.nk Place and Robert L. Dickinson. IU is 
a detailed guide for excursions afoot within a 
radius of 50 to 150 miles of the City, including 
forest trails in mountain regions. It is 
illustrated by maps and pen skefches by Mr. 
Dickinson, and is a valuable guide for walkers 
in the region it covers. 

Virginia has a roadway over the mountains 
similar to the proposed Vermont parkway 
except as to length, it being only 38 miles 
long. It is called the Skyline Drive. On a 
Sunday in the fall it is estimated that 10,0-00 
cars drove over it, carrying approximately 
50,000 people. A newspaper account says: 
' ' The roadside had the aspect of a mixture of 
Donneybrook Fair and the brnak-up of an 
important football game. Picnickers were 
everywhere.'' Etc. 

A. G. M. C. badge was shown at the annual 
meeting which we understand has been adopted 
by the Worcester Section, and suggested for 
the Club at large. It represents an arrow and 
a tree, with the initials, green on white. The 
tree has been. so cut and trimmed that it con
,sists mostly of triangles, bearing no resemb
lance to anr natural trne. While of course 
tastes differ in these matters, if there is to be 
a tree, we should prefer one in its natural 
condition, as it grows in the forest. 

The present Green Mountain Club is not the 
first of that name, for according to William 
Burton of the New York Section, a corpora
tion was chartered under tha.t name in New 
York about 60 years ago. It had five charter 
members, one of whom was a saloon keeper, 
and the headquarters of the club was at the 
saloon. What the objects of the club were, aside 
from increasing the business of the saloon, or 
why it chose that name, is not known. It is 
not functioning now. 

A well illustrated article entitled ''Down 
the Long Trail'' appeared in the August
September number of the Vermonter. It was 
written by Marion V. Urie, who with Lucile 
Pelsue tramped the length of the Trail from 
the Canadian border to Williamstown, Mass., in 
28 days of "actual hiking time." How many 
days they spent on the trip is not stated. 
These young women are evidently of a trustful 
disposition, as, before starting, they consulted 
our old friend, Irving D. Appleby, and accepted 
without question his statement· that he ''has 
done the en.tire trail several times, and now 
holds the record for men, having completed its 
313 miles in 10 days and 10 hours." 


