
:.1 RS • ll , 

AURL.I~~Gr N 1
-/. 

W4r 14nug Wrail Nrws 
Published Bi-Monthly by the Green Mountain Club, Inc. 

Entered as second-class matter Mar. 11, 1929, at the post-office at Rutland, Vt., under the Act of Mar. 3, 1879 

VoL. 8 RUTLAND, VT., SEPTEMBER, 1934 No. 2 

TRUSTEES' MEETING 
Twelve of the 16 trustees met at the Long 

Trail Lodge Saturday, September 8, with Pres
ident Wallace M. Fay i residing. There were 
forenoon and afternoon sessions, with a re
cess for lunch. The trail and patrol commit
tees reported the Trail and cabins to be in 
excellent condition, and that rewer complafnts 
had been received this year than in any re
cent year. A new cabin was built by the 
patrol in the town of Jay, in the northerly 
part of the Trail, called Shooting Star Shelter. 
It is of the open-face Adirondack type, and is 
located on a rocky ledge, commanding a view 
of the surrounding mountains, especially Jay 
Peak, while Lake Memphremagog and Newport 
are visible in the distance. It was announced 
that all guide books had been sold, and a new 
edition will be published as soon as the mater
ial can be prepared. It is hoped to have this 
ready in January next. The same committee 
which were in charge of the last book were 
continued in office to get out the new one, viz., 
Profs. Voter and White of Middlebury, and 
Puffer of the University of Vermont. The 
Trail as mapped was gone over, and all ap
proach trails noted and discussed, and marked 
as official or unofficial, or to be discarded al
together. It was announced that extensive re
pairs had been made at Taft lodge on Mt. 
Mansfield. 

Then the question of the proposed parkway 
was taken up and discussed. Only one trus
tee had anything to say in favor of it, while 
the others roundly condemned it. Prof. O'Kane 
moved a reconsideration of the former vote 
whereby the trustees expressed their '' unalter
able opposition" to the parkway scheme, which 
motion was lost by a vote of 11 to O, so the 
former vote was re-affirmed and still stands as 
the sentiment of the trustees. A substitute 
plan was proposed by Mortimer R. Proctor 
which met with the general approval of the 
trustees. A committee consisting of Mr. Proc
tor, President Fay and Prof. Puffer was elected 
to consider this plan and perfect the details 
and submit it later for further consideration. 
While the details of this plan cannot be at pre
sent divulged, it may be said in general that 
it will not desecrate the mountains, will not 
tend to bring in a horde of sight-seers in 
speeding automobiles, will not spoil the scenery 
and will not interfere with the Long Trail. 
But it is expected that it will open up attrac
tive locations now inaccessible, and attract a 
desirable class of people to become summer or 
permanent residents. More concerning this 
later. 

A letter was read from A. C. Van N ort, Dis
trict Ranger of the Vermont National Forest, 
saying that a crew is at wo1·k on a shelter lay
out at Little Pond, the shelter to be on the 
island in the pond, and other facilities on the 
main land. Also shelters will be built at Lake 
Griffith and the Old Job. 

A COMPLIMENT 
At the trustees' meeting a letter from Gov. 

Wilson, an ardent partisan of the parkway, 
was read, in reply to an invitation to him to 
attend the meeting. In this he said that he 
could see no good reason for his attendance, 
that if the Green Mountain Club was deter· 
mined to wreck the parkway project, he did 
not desire to be present at the wrecking. This 
aclm.owledgment that tl1e Club J.1as the powe1· 
to wreck tl:ris plan, corn:illg fton1 sucl1 a source, 
is indeed a compliment. The Club has the clis
posi ti on to neeo111plish thls wTceking, and to 
ma.ke a complete and thorougb job of it, and if 
it also has the power, thc1·e i~ no question as to 
the result. 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL 
CONFERENCE 

The sixth Appalachian Trail Conference was 
held at Long Trail Lodge on June 30. There 
was an attendance of over 50, representing all 
of the New England states and all of the 
Atlantic coast states as far south as Georgia. 
The program as printed in the last News was 
carried out. Reports were :mude ou. tho pres
ent condition of the Appalachian Trail, extend
ing from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Ogle
thorpe in Georgia, a distance of 2,050 miles. 
It was announced that of this distance 1938 
miles had been completed, leaving only a sec
tion in Maine and another of 40 miles in the 
Great Smoky Mountains yet to be completed. 
So that the end of this great undertaking is in 
sight. 

A part of the Long Trail serves as a link 
in the Appalachian Trail, which crosses from 
New Hampshire at Norwich, Vt., across the 
State to Long Trail Lodge, then follows the 
Long Trail over Killington and south to Massa
chusetts. 

Officers were elected, and reports on the 
various sections of the Appalachian Trail were 
made. The meeting was followed by a dinner, 
after which Capt. Herhert Wheaton Congdon 
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delivered an illustrated lecture on the Long 
Trail. Slides of some of the southern moun
tains were also shown. 

July 1 and 2 were devoted to hikes, climbs 
and excursions in various directions. A large 
group climbed Mt. Mansfield, others ascended 
Killington or Pico, some chose the open road 
and drove to the birthplace of President Cool
idge in Plymouth. Smaller parties tramped 
trails leading to points in the vicinity of the 
Lodge. Transportation was furnished by mem
bers of the Green Mountain Club. 

THE PARKWAY 
In our last issue we aasumed that the park

way was a sure thing, and felt that the only 
thing to do was to accept the inevitable and 
make the best of it. That is how it looked 
at the March meeting of the trustees. But soon 
after that there seemed to be a change in the 
situation. The assured feeling of its advocates 
began to give way to uncertainty. The first 
indication of this was when the State Chamber 
of Commerce started to circulate petitions in 
its favor to be sent to Washington, and ap
pointed a committee to secure signatures. This 
clearly indicated alarm. Discouragement deep
ened when on sending in one of these petitions 
the following reply was received: "I regret 
to inform you that because of the limited 
amount of funds at its disposal, it is doubt
ful whether the Public Works Administration 
will be able to give this project consideration 
at the present time.'' After this douche of 
cold water the petition circulators lost their 
enthusiasm, and that plan was dropped. Then 
came a letter from President Fay to the mem
bei·s of the Green Mountain Club, in which the 
statement was made that ''it appears that the 
building of the Green Mountain Parkway is 
largely dependent on the attitude of the Green 
Mountain Club,'' and calling for a vote from 
the members, for or against. The result of 
this vote was that the Vermont members voted 
117 for and 129 against the parkway, and the 
out-of-state members 79 for and 143 against. 
Total 196 for and 272 against. The discourag
ing aspect of this vote was its small total. 
There should have been a larger vote. More 
significant than the vote of the rank and file 
was that of the trustees, who, from tbeir more 
intimate knowledge of the. situation than that 
of the average member, may be said to be 
better qualified to judge of the merits or de
merits of the plan. They voted 14 to 2 against 
the parkway. 

A great deal has been written and printed 
in newspapers and periodicals in opposition to 
the parkway, mainly reiterating arguments 
which have already appeared in this paper. 
The Boston Herald and the New York Herald
Tribune have been conspicuous in this. Nature 
Magazine printed an editorial deploring the 
fact that too many roads were being built into 
regions which should not be invaded in that 
manner. It said: 

"Typical of these ill-conceived en
croachments is the projected Green Moun-

tain Parkway in Vermont. Along the crest 
of these mountains, extending from Maine 
to Georgia, is the Appalachian Trail, a 
splendid hiker's thoroughfare through main
ly wild country. It is used, in. parts, by 
thousands of men and women. every year. 
Now it is planned to construct a highway 
which would closely parallel that trail in 
many places, and would cross it several times 
in a sh01·t distance. Hiking with a macadam 
highway just beyond the trees, or slashing 
across the trail at several points, is like 
camping in your own backyard.'' 

This is good doctrine, although the writer 
seems to confuse the Long Trail and the Ap
palachian Trail. 

Walter Hard, in his column in the Rutland 
Herald, says that if the parkway is started the 
chances are good that it will never be :finished, 
on account of lack of funds. He speaks of 
such a road being started in a southern State 
and never completed, and now all there is to 
show for it is a scar along the mountains which 
it will take years to heal. Certainly this orgy 
of spending huge amounts of public money on 
grandiose projects which are unnecessary and 
in many cases undesirable must come to an 
end some time, if for no other reason than the 
exhaustion of the public credit. 

John Nolen, consulting engineer for the 
National Park Service, stated about August 1 
that there is no immediate probability of the 
parkway being built, neither are funds for the 
location survey available. Although favoring 
the parkway himself, he added that there was 
little prospect of its being constructed unless 
government officials were convinced that ''all 
of the people of Vermont wanted it." If that 
is so it is safe to say that it will never mater
ialize. 

On the whole, prospects look encouraging for 
the opposition. 

OPINIONS ON THE PARKWAY 
Below we give extracts from some of the 

letters received from members in transmitting 
their votes on the parkway proposition. We 
regret that space will not permit publishing 
the letters in full. 

"It seems to me that the charm of the Green 
Mountains and especially of the Long Trail 
will be lost if these are made accessible to auto
mobiles." 

"The whole psychology of the plan is that 
of numbers and quantity rather than quality, 
and that is what has wrecked many rural de
velopments throughout the land. Suah a road 
will ehauge tho whole t11mpo of Vermont. Any
one who has had much ~-perienee in touring 
ca n feel tltis at once in passing into or out of 
Vermont. 'l'be state now, with its facili
ties for getting about attuned to reasonable 
requirements, spells rala..xation nnd rest. Ver
mont requires no mun-ma.de parks. The whole 
state is already a. 1m1'k, of a lJeauty beyond 
anything man can create.'' 
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OBITUARY 
R.ichard W. Saunders, a prominent member 

of the New York Section, died early in the 
summer from the effects of an operation. 
"Dick" Saunders, as he was known to his 
friends, was a man of unusually attractive 
personality, gen.ial and friendly. He was a 
book Jover and collector, and a poet of no mean 
ability. He had published several volumes of 
verse, and one or two songs written for the 
G. M. C. are very popular. H e will be mourned 
by a large circle of friends. 

OPINIONS ON THE PARKWAY-Continued 

''I know that some if not all of the summer 
camps for boys and gil'ls who use our Trail 
are very much opposed to the parkway. One 
camp told me that they would not f eel like 
se:ucling girls wit h counsellors, unesc-0rted by 
men, on the Trail if the parkway was put 
t lu·ough. This was f rom e>.-perience in other 
parts of the eount1·y wJ1ere similar projects 
have been carried through . Another camp spoke 
of the possibilities of kidnapping which the 
parkway would bring." 

1 ' I k now of a, goodly number of desirnble 
people now Joo).dng .fol' summ l ' homes in Ver
mont just beca.use t11e isolated charm appeals 
to them, and ii this cltarm is destroyed they 
are JlO longer interested. Tbe beauty nncl 
eharm of Vermou t will incr ease in \!alue ns time 
goes on and other portions of the country are 
commercialized and ruined for those who truly 
love the charm of isolated nature. '' 

"We f eel that a deal of the charm of your 
hills, which is intense, would be spoiled if motor 
roads parallel the Trail at all near by. The 
charm of your hills must be taken slowly to be 
appreciated. So little of the country is still 
out of reach of cars that if you play your 
trumps wisely you can take a lot of tricks.'' 

''I agree with Governor Wilson that the 
parkway will have an immense influence on the 
future of Vermont, if it is built, but believe 
that influence will be more harmful than bene
ficial.'' 

"The Long Trtiil ofl'ers sometbitlg unique. 
Its patronage is increasing yearly. 'l'he very 
sense of the nearness of t he parkway would 
spoil the primitive atmosphere for many. I 
believe in keeping our scenic attractions unique, 
not making them commonplace.'' 

1 ' There is an intangible something in our 
mountains and rural country which cannot be 
expressed in words. A spirit of peace, beauty, 
freedom which exhilarates and uplifts. Why 
should this inexpressible charm be lost in a 
comme1·cial attitude that seeks only material 
gain f" 

''I cannot too strongly express my own ob
jection to the plan, which I think would spoil 

the charm of Vermont-its simple, restful, 
peaceful, unostentatious, natural beauty. It 
would attract just the class of people who 
would do the state no good, and drive away 
the kind that Vermont wants and need~uiet, 
cultivated people who want to get away from 
just those things that the Parkway would bring 
in its wake." 

''I feel that the idea is contrary to all that 
is best in the spirit of Vermont, and I hope 
sincerely that the Green Mountain Club will 
heartily oppose it. " 

''A beautiful piece of natural scenery, open
ed up too fast, through travel by means of a 
parkway, becomes totally changed in char· 
acter and loses the finer essence of charm and 
beauty which it once possessed. The motor 
traveler on a parkway brings to a region some 
subtle, disturbing thing hard to reduce to 
figures or concrete facts, but which tends to 
change and practically to ruin that which it 
touches.'' 

11 Express my very strong feeling against the 
proposed P arkway plan in Vermont. We have 
become very much attached to this part of 
the country and I feel strongly that if this 
project is carried out the uniqueness and 
individuality of this state will be very 
largely spoiled, and that both from an econo
mic and sentimental point of view it will be 
most detrimental.'' 

''I hope that, while there will doubtless be 
favorable acceptance of such a measure by a 
certain element in the state, moved by its 
prospects of commercial or other economic ad· 
vantages (yet these people I believe have the 
most limited perspective and would realize 
on anything for a little ready cash), the 
people of more background, cultivation and 
vision will help to save Vermont for, and per· 
haps from, itself, so far as those mentioned 
above may represent Vermont." 

"I am against this proposed Parkway. Ver
mont is one of the few and ever fewer places 
where one may get away from the hell-bent 
tourist menace. This Parkway will 'sophis
ticate' the natural charm and beauty and 
splendid isolation of our mountains, and pro
vide just another picture postcard for empty 
beaded sightseers, who sightsee at sixty miles 
an hour in closed cars." 

"Vermont lias a great future as a residence 
region, not only in summer but in winter also
for the Vermont winter is good and many 
people from outside like it-I mean a place 
of residence for high-grade well-to-do people 
who for reaaons of health, retirement from 
busines.~, Jitera.ry work, or the like, want to 
get away froru eities and noise. There is no 
otl1e L' p) iwe f or t lleuL in t his part of the world. 
The Wl1i te Motmtains and the Adirondacks 
have botb been vulgarized and spoiled. The 
high vnlleys of Vermont are t he last ref uge. 
There are enough peop le looking for just t his 
sort of t hiug to flood Vermont . By all means 
the most desirable and attractive region to 
them-the region in which many of them are 
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PARKWAY vs. PEACE 

We have dim, bird-haunted forests, 
Solitudes of ferny peace, 

Mountain peaks with rocky lookout 
Where the spirit finds release. 

There's a footpath through the forest 
Where thB nature-lovers go, 

But it's only for the hardy 
And the pace must needs be slow. 

So we'll build for you a highway 
Broad and straight that you may speed 

Right along our mountain ridges,
Through to Canada indeed. 

Come, ye restless motor drivers, 
For to you we'll sacrifice 

In exchange for gas and racket 
Our once boasted Paradise. 

-Greenmount in Rutland Herald. 

OPINIONS ON THE PARKWAY-Concluded 

now establishing themselves-is the mountain 
valleys of the central part of the state, but 
the Parkway project would pierce these valleys, 
even in the most idealized representation of its 
plans, with the honking of automobile horns 
and the roar of the through traffic to Canada. 
It is inconceivable that this move, if carried 
out, £hould do other than practically knock in 
the head this great source of building up 
Vermont.'' 

''I feel badly about it because of my very 
real interest in this state which I consider such 
an unusual one in many ways, with possibili
ties for so much that cannot be found any 
place else, and I also feel badly from a per
sonal and selfish point of view, for if the Park
way plan is carried out, our interest in this 
part of the country will be lost, as Vermont 
cannot then offer us what we came here for, 
and our thoughts will have to turn toward find
ing a substitute some where else.'' 

''Foremost, our State is unique in that it 
has not been exploited and commercialized by 
public attractions and noisy cheap amusements 
that always attract a like class of people. 
Gradually our State is becoming the summer 
home of hundreds of refined families who I 
believe have been attracted to our midst simply 
for the reason that Vermont is different, it is 
beautiful, natural, clean, quiet and unspoiled.'' 

''It is my strong conviction that an over
whelming majority of the intelligent lovers of 
all that Vermont stands for share my belief 
that the putting through of this plan would be 
a tragedy for the state, both from an economic 
and a sentimental point of view.'' 

The above is a fair sample of many similar 
expressions which might be quoted. It will 
serve to show the feeling on the subject of a 
majority of the Club members. 

NOTES 
Colonel Wilgus, who originated the idea of 

the parkway, has left the State. So the pro
ponents of said parkway are deprived of their 
most voluble and energetic advocate, while the 
opponents are correspondingly encouraged. 

The C. C. C. boys have made some welcome 
improvements on Pico for the benefit of hikers. 
They built a new house for the fire warden, and 
rebuilt the old log hut into an open-front 
shelter, and built an out-door fireplace and 
tables. From the fire tower on Pico may be 
had one of the best views on the Trail. 

If you want to get away from the depres
sion, get out on the Long Trail. So say H. R. 
Baukhage and Douglas Silver, of Washington, 
D. C., who investigated it thoroughly this sum
mer. They analyzed the sermons in stones, 
read the books in running brooks, and as a re
sult found good in virtually everything. 

The Rutland Herald prints a cartoon show
ing the effects of the parkway on the Trail. 
On one side three girl hikers are proceeding 
along the sylvan path, admiring the beauties of 
nature in peace and quiet. On the other side 
one girl is passing a sign reading ''CAUTION! 
PARKWAY CROSSING." Just ahead is the 
parkway crossing the Trail, with two long 
streams of cars speeding by in both directions. 
The Herald ha£ done good work in combatting 
this scheme. 

Apropos of the above, it is stated that the 
parkway, as designed, will cross the Trail 16 
times from the south line of the State to Kil
lington, and how many more north of that is 
anyone's guess. 

We have before had occasion to correct our 
esteemed contemporary the Providence Journal 
on account of some of its statements about 
Vermont mountains. In its vacation issue this 
year it says: "Vermont has nearly 1000 points 
which tower more than 2,000 feet above sea 
level, and more than 150 which are mol'e than 
3000 feet in height.'' This differs from its 
former statement which we corrected only in 
the insertion of "nearly" before 1000. As a 
matter of fact, the late Prof. Perkins, State 
Geologist of Vermont, stated in a letter to the 
News printed in the issue for November, 1933, 
that there are in Vermont 81 peaks exceeding 
3000 feet in height, and above 2,000 feet high 
number not definitely known, but stated by 
him to be "over 160 from 2,000 to 3,000 feet 
high." The Journal writer goes on to speak of 
''such historic points M Fort Ethan Allen, 
Ticonderoga, and scenes of other Revolutionary 
battles.'' He does not say just what Revolu
tionary battle took place at Fort Ethan Allen. 
We suggest to this writer that he join the Green 
Mountain Club, read the News and get his 
facts straight. 


