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THE PARKWAY PLAN 
Since our last issue, in which we devoted con

siderable space to the proposed parkway over 
the mountains, as advocated by Col. Wm. J. 
Wilgus, the debate has gone on unabated, and 
nothing has as yet been settled. Proponents of 
the plan have been active. A delegation, headed 
by Col. Wilgus, has been to Washington and 
advocated it before the Deputy Commissioner 
of Public vVorlcs. Others have seen the Presi
dent, whose attitude was described as "sym
pathetic." Col. vVilgus has been up and down 
the State, addressing Rotary clubs on the sub
ject. Editorials have appeared, for and against. 
More letters have been written to the news
papers, mostly against, and some have relieved 
their over-burdened souls in poetry (?). The 
Vermont Horse Association, some Chambers of 
Commerce and Grange meetings have resolved 
against it. Many letters and petitions have 
been sent to Washington by members of the 
Club and others, in opposition. The latest 
official information we have as to the status of 
the matter is contained in a letter in reply to one 
sent to the Deputy Commissioner, which reads 
as follows: 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY AD~UNISTRATION 
OF PUBLIC ·w ORKS 
Washington, D. C. 

October 27, 1933. 
My dear Mr. ----

I have received your letter protesting the 
building of the Green Mountain Parkway 
through the State of Vermont. 

This project is now being studied by this 
Administration, and I cannot give you any 
definite information about it until further action 
is taken. 

The eiqiression of your views is appreciated, 
and I assure you they will be given careful 
attention when this project comes up for final 
consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 
E. 'i"l. CLARK. Executive Assistant. 

For the Deputy Commissioner. 

We urge all members of the Club who have 
not done so to write without delay to Washing
ton and register their opposition to this ill
advised plan. Address letters to Col. H. M. 
Waite, Deputy Commissioner of Public vVorks, 
Washington, D. C. 

SOME MORE OPINIONS 
LONG TRAIL HITCH-HIKING 

"Vermont is blessed with a wilderness foot 
trail extending from Massachusetts to Canada, 
over the spine of the Green Mountains. It ;s 
an unique asset. In order t.o secure from the 
federal government some $7,000,000 to expend 
on public works, certain Vermonters headed by 
a retired electrical engineer have concocted a 
plan to build a motor highway up the mountain 
spine. Doubtless such a road could seldom be 
actually on the crest, but it would be near 
enough the Long Trail to destroy its ch arm for 
trampers, and furthermore, since the highway 
would be thus elevated solely to secure views, 
much of the 'il'ilderness would have to be cut 
down, because the Green Mountains are tim
bered to the top and only a wide slash would 
open the prospect." 

The editorial then goes on to show that there 
is very little chance of the United States park 
service ever taking over the adjacent wilderness 
as a national park, and in case that is not done-

"Vermont would find itself saddled with a 
part-time road, tremendously difficult to main
tain, useless for any commercial purposes, deep 
in snow until late May, and with the present 
great value of the Long Trail and the wilderness 
destroyed." 

From an editorial in the Boston Herald. 

Judge Charles S. Dana, former -Speaker of 
the Vermont House of Representatives, is em
phatic in his denunciation of "this wildcat 
scheme," which he calls a "Phantasmagorical 
Equescurriculum.'' 

"Let's keep Vermont and her Green Moun
tains as God made them, with their picturesque 
scenery and primeval forests and Long Trail pure 
and undefiled, and future generations will rise 
up and call us blessed." 

Sinclair Lewis, whose home is in Barnard, 
Vt., says: 

"The peculiar charm of Vermont is that, 
though it has adequate highways, it also has 
isolation, and it would be criminal to gash a 
great parkway through it, turning the quiet 
woods into such a horror as the Boston Post 
Road or the Jersey coast." 
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He then proceeds to show how the money 
could be spent to advantage in improving exist
ing roads, and continues: 

"This would be a lasting improvement, 
which would not, like the circused parkway, 
disturb the peace which makes Vermont a 
Vermont instead of an outlying district of 
Detroit or Coney Island." 

William Hazlett Upson, a well-known writer, 
whose home is at Breadloaf, Vt., favors a Ver
mont parkway, but not one so located as to 
interfere with the Long Trail. He says: 

"The cu1Tent number of The Long Trail News 
contains a powerful and convincing argument 
against any highway which would materially 
interfere "lvith the Long Trail. Most of us would 
agree that the Long Trail must be preserved, 

and would insist that the Wilgus plan be modi
fied so that the Trail and the highway be sep
arated. 

"It has been said that any motor highway 
through the Green Mountain forest would be a 
desecration of the wilderness. This, of course, 
is true. And it is difficult to argue the question 
because it deals with a matter of personal taste." 

Vermont writers, so far as heard from, are 
unanimous in their opposition. Zephine Humph
rey Fahnestock says: 

"Even yet I can hardly believe that the sug
gestion is serious. What do our summer friends 
want of us? They say that they want healing 
and quietness, simplicity, release. They love 
to look up to the crests of our mountains and 
think of the inviolable peace reigning there. 
Mountain solitudes cannot suffer frequent and 
noisy invasion without losing the very virtue 
which makes them invaluable. Any sort of 
parkway imposes a certain sophistication upon 
its environment and so impairs its natural 
beauty." 

Bertha Oppenheim says: 
"'Ve who love Vermont for its uniqueness, its 

quaintness, its picturesqueness and practically 
unspoiled beauty, we, who love it for the old
time integrity, simplicity and hospitality of its 
people, we do not want, we do not need 'A 
Skyline Parkway.' 

"The very name 'Skyline Parkway' is a 
desecration of all we stand for, of all that our 
tradition, our ideals, our hopes mean to us." 

Frances Stockwell Lovell says: 
"I cannot see a possible boulevard spread

eagled through those virgin woods without 
adding my protest to the many others who have 
had the courage of their convictions. It has 
been my privilege so far to tramp only a small 
portion of the Trail. It is one of my dearest 
objectives to do the rest of it. I, like thousands, 
want to see it as it is, not as it would be. To 

plaster a 'great white way' through the peace, 
the privacy of those vibrating stillnesses, irides
cent as sea water, organed with bird notes and 
wind notes, lilce a cathedral!" 

'Valter Hard opposes it, on the ground, among 
others, that "not one of the folks who have been 
enough taken with Vermont to come here and 
buy, are in favor of the new parkway. Take 
Sinclair Lewis and Otis Skinner, for instance. 
Not only would such a thing not attract them; 
it would antagonize them." He says further 
"that a road that high would be covered much 
of the time with clouds by day and fog by 
night." 

Capt. Herbert W. Congdon, acting president 
of the Club, writes that 

"An astonishing number of letters have been 
received commending the trustees for their 
opposition to Col. Wilgus' plan for a motor 
highway to follow approximately the route of 
the Long Trail. One gentleman has gone so 
far as to offer us $50 to start a fund to fight the 
scheme. The most difficult thing to bridge is 
the deep gulf that lies between some of us in 
the matter of taste. To those of us who love 
the forests through which our Trail passes, the 
idea of having hordes of people, convenient hot 
dog stands and the like, is abhorrent. Yet 
there is a very large number of people who 
think those features are the only things lacking 
to make our mountains perfect!" 

At a recent meeting of the Committee on 
Traditions and Ideals of the Vermont Com
mission on Country Life, a vote was taken on the 
parkway plan, resulting in five votes against 
it, and four in favor subject to several con
ditions, one of which was that "it shall be so 
constructed that the value of the Long Trail 
shall be preserved." 

HEIGHTS OF MOUNTAINS 
August 9, 1933. 

Editor of The Long Trail News. 

Dear Sir: 
As my attention has been called to sundry 

errors in several papers as to height of Ver
mont Mountains I have thought that the 
following altitudes, as furnished by the co
operative U. S. and Vermont Surveys would 
be useful to members of the Green Mountain 
Club. It is not necessary perhaps to notice 
that the figures here given are by far more 
accmate than have he1·etofore been avail
able. The number of peaks is not yet fully 
determined as the survey is not yet quite 
complete, but only a small area remains un
surveyied and includes none of the most 
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mountainous parts and none of the higher 
summits. Hence only a few such will need 
to be added to these lists later, wh en sm
veyed. 

There ar~ in Vermont only six peaks over 
4,000 feet above sea level. These are as 
follows:-

Mausfield, Chin 4,393 feet . Nose 4,075. 
Camel's Hump 4,083 feet. 
Ellen Mountain 4,135 feet. 
Kill ington Mountain 4,241 feet. 
Mount Abra.ham Lincoln 4,052 f eet. 
Lincoln Mountain 4,024 feet. 

No others of our mountains are 4,000 feet 
high. From 3,000 feet altitude to 4,000 feet 
there are in the State no less than seventy
fiv e peaks. Prom 2,000 feet to 3,000 feet 
there a re over one hundred and sixty peaks. 
Over 1,000 feet altitude to 2,000 feet there 
are about six hundred; pl'Obably a few 
more. Below 1,000 feet altitude a still 
greater number. 

As I went over the State a few years ago 
to collect the above facts, I was smprised 
to find that I could not reco1·d a consider
able number of real mountains, many over 
2,000 f eet high, because they had not been 
named. 

In one town I counted over twenty peaks 
over 2,000 feet high that had no name by 
which they could be designated. Of course 
these nameless peaks cannot be included in 
the above lists. 

G. H. PERKINS. 

It will be noted from Professor Perkins' 
letter that it is at present impossible to say 
how many mountains in the State are upwards 
of 2,000 feet high, but it is evident that there 
are nothing like 1,000, as has been stated in 
some newspapers. In a subsequent letter he 
says that when the Topographic Survey is com
plete it will be possible to go over the mnps 
and find exactly the total number. 

ProfessoT Perkins diecl soon after wTiting 
the second letter at the age of 89. He was for 
many years a Professo1· at the University of 
Vermont ancl State Geologist, and continued in 
the latter capacity up to the time of his death. 
He was Dean of the College of Arts and Science 
at the University, and a member of t he Green 
Mountain Club. 

THE LONG TRAIL LODGE 
The Lodge, under the management of the 

Treadway Service Corporation, enjoyed a very 
successful season, in fact the most so in its 
history. As a result all expenses of the operat
ing season and the non-operating season were 
earned. Above that there will probably be no 
profit. Notwithstanding reduced prices of 
rooms and meals, the gross income was con-

siderably above that of last year. The number 
of patrons for both lodging and meals was 
greater. For next year the management is 
contemplatmg securing a young man who has 
a considerable national reputation as a botanist, 
who will place attractive name plates on the 
trees, shrubs and flowers in the vicinity. He 
will be available at all times to give visitors in
formation in regard to the flowers and plants, 
and will give occasional talks in the Lodge. 
It is also expected that a considerable variety 
of Vermont wild flowers will be planted about 
the building. In other words, the management 
hopes to provide something for the enjoyment 
and instruction of its guests in addition to meal~ 
and lodging in a pleasing atmosphere. 

NOTES 

At the present time 173 miles of the Appala
chlan Trail have been completed in Maine, 
from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, marked by white 
blazes and Appalachian Trail markers. Of this 
Walter D. Greene opened up 39 miles almost 
single-handed, an accomplishment probably 
unequaled in trail making. The Maine link is 
of a very high scenic order, and should hold a 
great attraction for those seeking to explore new 
regions. Accommodations in the form of public 
sporting camps are available for the entire dis
tance at intervals of a moderate day's journey. 

Approximately 80 miles remain to be com
pleted in Maine; otherwise the Appalachian 
Trail has been completed from Katahdin to Mt. 
Oglethorpe, its southern terminus. 

Two Vermont school teachers, Miss Lucile 
Pelsue and a friend from Craftsbury, tramped 
the length of the Long Trail from Jay Peak to 
the Massachusetts line in August. They were 
29 days at it. They carried dried fruit, bread 
and bacon, getting other supplies at stores near 
the Trail, varying their diet by an occasional 
hotel meal. They carried revolvers which they 
used effectively against porcupines and snakes. 
They saw a black bear, but did not take a shot 
at him. They are enthusiastic over their 
experiences. 

Skiers and snowshoers and others who like 
to commune with the woods and mountains in 
winter will be interested to know that Barnes 
Camp, at the foot of Mt. Mansfield in Smugglers' 
Notch, will be open all winter for their accom
modation. Plenty of snow is guaranteed here 
if there is any anywhere. Here can be had com
fortable acco=odations in the midst of perhaps 
the most scenic and interesting section which 
the Long Trail penetrates, at moderate rates. 
For further particulars address C. F. Lyons, 
Barnes Camp, Stowe, Vt. 
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The annual meeting of the Club will occur 
on Saturday, January 13, 1934, probably at the 
Berwick Hotel, Rutland. Every member should 
endeavor to attend, as questions of unusual 
importance will be presented for action. 

THE LODGE AND Prco FROM DEER'S LEAP 

The mountains of Vermont, one of its great
est assets, are in clanger. Members should 
lose no time in writing or wiring Col. Waite 
at Washington in opposition to the parkway 
plan. 

BLESSING ON THE WOODS 

Blest be our woods of hemlock, maple, pine, 
Balsam ancl birch, clear Lorcl, our woocls ancl Thine! 
Blest be their bubbling springs, their rippled lakes, 
Their ponds, and every laughing brook that makes 
Rainbows and foam ancl crystal homes for trout; 
Blest be the trails that wanqer in ancl out 
Among the gray bowlclers clrownecl in soft green seas 
Of VAlvet m_oRs ! Oh, blest be all of these! 

Blest be the woocls ancl they that dwell therein: 
The scolding squirrel ancl his gentler kin, 
The friendly chipmunk ai1d the timid hare; 
Blest be the graceful mink, the shambling bear, 
The beaver on his clam, the drumming grouse, 
The hawk that loves the sky, the white-foot mouse, 
The antlered buck that paces, proud ancl tall, 
With cloe and dappled fawn, blest be they all! 

Lorcl bless the woocls for perfect loveliness, 
For balm that heals the soul in earn and stress! 
Keep them forever fragrant, cool ancl sweet! 
From thunderbolt and flame, from gale ancl sleet, 
From avalanche, from torrent, drought ancl blight, 
From all that is unclean, from rnthless might 
That gives to desolation valley, glen 
And mountainside, Goel bless our woo els! Amen. 

-ARTHUR GUITER~IAN. 

LONG TRAIL LODGE 


