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Special Meeting of the Trustees 

On Sunday, August 13, eight of the trustees 
met at the Long Trail Lodge in response to 
a call from the acting president, Capt. H. W. 
Congdon, to hear Col. Wm. J. Wilgus explain 
and advocate his plan for the construction 
of a parkway along the Green M,ountain 
range, designed to afford motorists facilities 
for viewing the scenery such as are offered 
to hikers by the Long Trail. Trustees pre
sent were Messrs. Bigelow, Cleveland, Cong
don, Fay, Marsh, W. M;. Ross, Tucker and 
Voter. E. A. Boyce of Proctor and Chas. F. 
Cummings, editor of the Vermonter, were 
also present. 

Colonel Wilgus began by qualifying him
self as an engineering expert by mentioning 
some of the many large engineering projects 
which he had originated and successfully car
ried to completion. He then went on to 
detail his plan and state his arguments for 
it. He said that Vermont, under the Nation
al Industrial Recovery Act, appropriating 
$3,300,000,000 for public works was entitled 
on the basis of population to $10,000,000, of 
which $3,000,000 had already been allocated, 
leaving $7,000,000 for this State which it 
was in danger of losing unless its citizens 
could substantially agree on some worth
while project. The one which had the best 
chance of winning, he thought, was the moun
tain parkway. This would be a road 100 
feet wide, running thru a wider strip of 
forest land to be acquired, which, starting at 
the Massachusetts line, could be carried as 
fas as Morrisville with the $7,000,000. The 
road from there north to the Canada line 
would be improved, and later, if more funds 
were forthcoming from the government, the 
parkway could be extended to that point. 
This roadway would follow in a general 
way the route of the Long trail, distant from 
it a few miles to one-fourth mile, and cross
ing it a number of times, he could not say 
just how many. The Trail could be relocated 
in places, if necessary. At suitable points 
the trees would be cut and a space converted 
into meadows, of sufficient extent to allow 
vistas for views. His arguments in favor 

of the plan were that it would attract to the 
State great numbers of people who could 
not otherwise view the scenery, being un
able to travel the Trail because of exti·eme 
youth, old age, bodily infirmities or lack 
of vigor. If a tract of territory on each 
side of the roadway became a National or 
State Park, the :forests would be protected 
from destruction, the mountains from den
udation and wild life would be protected. 
The scheme contemplated the acquisition by 
the State of a strip 800 to 1,000 feet wide 
on both sides of the roadway, and eventually 
the formation of a Green Mountain Park 
(State or National) from five to fifteen miles 
wide. His closing argument was that several 
thousand unemployed men would have work 
for from one and one-half to two years. He 
thought that receipts from the gasoline tax 
and from the sale of concessions would pay 
the cost of upkeep. He answe·red some 
questions, excepting one, which he admitted 
inability to answer, viz., the effect on the 
psychology of trail trampers whose desire 
is to get away into the wilderness from auto
mobiles and other concomitants of civiliza
tion, of such a boulevard so near at hand, 
being forcibly reminded of its presence by 
having to cross it now and then. 

Being asked what he thought of such a 
parkway thru the valleys instead of over 
the mountains, he said that the cost of ac
quiring the necessary land for the right of 
way would be much more, and it would not 
afford the panoramic views from the heights 
which would be a feature of the mountain 
drive. He also thought the government would 
not make a National Park of the valley 
route. However, if the prevailing opinion 
favored that plan, he had no pride of opinon, 
but would join in advocating it. 

No action was taken by the trustees in 
the matter, but in comments made after the 
meeting no change of sentiment was dis
cernible since the unanimous passage of the 
rnsolution at a previous meeting that "The 
Green Mountain Club is unalterably opposed 
to the construction of such a highway,' ' 
and that resolution still stands as the senti
ment of the Club. 
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The Wilgus Dream 
The publication in our last issue of the 

resolution adopted by the trustees of the 
Club condemning the proposed mountain 
''automobile highway that will, in a general 
way, follow the route of the Long Trail,'' 
evoked a great deal of discussion by edi
torial writers and others, pro and con such 
a scheme, but mostly con. It is very grati
fying to note in them the practically unani
mous appreciation of the value and useful
ness of the Long Trail, and a desire to pre
serve it uninjured. We give below quota
tions from some of these, and regret that 
space will not permit reprinting in full 
the many good editorials and letters which 
have appeared. 

Mortimer R. Proctor, president of the Club, 
but now on sabbatical leave for a year, after 
stating some of the advantages of the pro
ject, goes on to say: 

"Notwithstanding the above, my vote to
day would be 'No.' Thus far in this very 
interesting discussion, I am much impressed 
with the fact that a great wilderness region 
would lose forever its charm of solitude and 
natural wildness. The roar of motors through 
these mountain fastnesses would be as a poli
tical harangue in the silent dimly-lighted 
aisles of a beautiful cathedral. Today the 
motoring public is rapidly penetrating the 
great silent places throughout the country. 
But I think all fair-minded folk will agree 
that in certain localities nature should re
main undisturbed, mistress of her enchanted 
realm, save as man by his own strength and 
woodcraft may share her treasures. 

"This earth would be poor indeed were 
there no unexploited regions where one may 
feel the thrill of the unspoiled wilderness 
and receive that strength in body, mind and 
soul which only nature can impart. The fame 
of such a highway would attract unknown 
thousands, thereby creating a situation which 
would, to a great degree at least, destroy the 
finest charms of this great natural sanctuary. 

"We could discuss at length the burden-
some upkeep of such a parkway, the influx 
of undesirable elements, perhaps a vital blow 
to the charms and probably the very ex
istence of the Long Trail; but greater than 
all these combined would be the 
infliction of civilization npon this unique 
natural asset. We have a priceless heritage, 
one that cannot be appraised in terms of 
material values. As the years advance and 
civilization continues its inroads into one 
after another of nature's citadels, our Green 

Mountain forests if left intact save as they 
are now accessible to man and motor, will 
be of ever-increasing value to the lives 
of our fellow men. Herein lies a duty 
which we cannot treat lightly. 

"There is pleasure in the pathless woods, 
There is rapture on the lonely shore, 

There is society where none intrudes, 
I love not man the less but nature more. 

-Lord Byron." 

Walter P. Eaton, author of books on out
of-door subjects, one of the workers for the 
Appalachian Trail, says: 

"I am opposed to the proposed motor high
way up the spine of Vermont. Such a high
way would destroy at ontt blow not only 
the longest continuous foot trail in New 
England, a trail unique in America, but also 
destroy a long link in the Appalachian Trail. 
I am confident that as the years go on mil
lions will bless us today if we save them a 
bit of the ancient wilderness to escape to, 
and- Vermont will benefit more by its hills 
and trails than by any motor road. The 
Long Trail and its surrounding wilderness 
on the summit spine is admittedly a great 
asset to Vermont. A unique asset, precious 
and rare. A spine highway would not de
velop many views not already available to 
motorists, unless the forests were unmerci
fully slashed down, scarring the landscape 
and polluting or drying up innumerable water 
supplies.'' 

Mr. Eaton then proceeds to advocate as 
a substitute a parkway thru the valleys of 
Vermont and explains his plan at some 
length, enumerating its benefits and detail
ing the route it would follow. 

Wallace M. Fay, a trustee of the Club, 
after stating that the proposed road would 
destroy the charm of Stratton Pond and 
practically eliminate the Monroe Skyline 
Trail, says : 

''The proponents of ~he highway say that 
the Trail can be relocated where necessary. 
To do this certainly would make it lose its 
principal attractions. The route has been 
selected and :finally determined only after 
years of search and experiment. I venture 
to say that there is no other possible route 
that will embrace both good trail location 
and a maximum of beauty spots. Perhaps 
the road can be so located that it will 
avoid the route of the Trail, but even 
so will not the frequent necessary crossings 
and the noise of motor traffic destroy that 
feeling of solitude and remoteness, a psy-
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chological asset of immense value f Our 
mountains are for the most part heavily 
wooded. It is very doubtful if any large 
number of sightly long distance views can 
be obtained without widespread destruction 
of the forests. And where will the views 
compare with those from the present valley 
roads where the motorist can see the moun· 
tains and 'lift his eyes up unto the hills' T'' 

The Long Trail today is one of the great· 
est assets of the state of Vermont, excepting 
only the natural beauty of our mountains. 
The Trail offers an opp.irtunity for asso· 
ciation with these mountains and thorough 
unhurried enjoyment of them. The Trail is 
unique. No other section of eastern United 
States has -any such "footpath in the wilder· 
neas'' to offer. Every state has beautiful 
hard surface roads and many of them 
through mountains of distinctive scenic 
beauty. Would we sacrifice the unusual for 
the common·placeT 

This newspaper for one stands definitely 
and unalterably opposed to any such pro· 
cedure.-Middlebury Register. 

Vermont is now virtually the only unspoil· 
ed state, and only the mountains continue 
to be unspoiled. Attempts to commercialize 
them, espe~ially by extravagant and, im· 
practicable schemes, should not be encouraged. 
-Rutland Herald. 

The contention of the sponsors of the 
roller coaster road is that the state of Ver· 
mont should take all the money possible to 
get from the federal government. 

Up to the present time, however, little if 
any Vermont newspaper support has been 
given to the Wilgus plan for this scenic high· 
way. 

The Green Mountain club is definitely 
opposed to it and countless individuals are also 
against what would prove to be a three· 
months roadway with dangerous curves and 
Bteep inclines.-Barre Times. 

Here's hoping to Heaven that the pro· 
posal for a motor highway the length of the 
Green Mountains and following very nearly 
the route of Vermont's u!lique and world· 
famous ''Long Trail'' will never go through. 
There are plenty of beautiful motor roads 
through Vermont now withou spoiling one of 
the state's principal attrn- lio1 -Brandon 
1Jnion. 

Paul P1·entiss Jones, who writes under the 
name of ''The Rustic,'' is opposed to the 
Wilgus road, and gives five reasons for his 
()PPO!! ion. No. 5 is, "The parkway plan, 

if successful, would ruin the Long Trail.'' 
On which the Rutland Herald comments: 
'' 0. K ., Paul, you can strike out all the 
others and stand on the 5th; it's ee·nuff!" 

I have seen the suggestion that a highway 
be constructed along the top of the Green 
Mountains. To me this seems a very mis· 
taken idea. I consider the Green Mountain 
trail a distinct attraction to very many 
people, and to have automobiles spoil mueh 
of the natural beauty of our Green Moun
tains, would, I feel, be a great mistake.
Franklin S. Billings, ex-Governor. 

Vermont's greatest attraction lies in just 
the quality that the Long Trail represents
natural, unspoiled beauty. When summer 
visitors become all-important, the State will 
have lost its unique loveableness.-Thelma 
Brackett, State Librarian. 

The above is a representative selection 
from many adverse comments on this pro
ject which have appeared in print. The 
only newspapers supporting the plan which 
we have noted are those published in Bur· 
lington, and perhaps one or two others. Their 
principal argument is that, admitting more 
or less injury to the Long Trail, such a 
road would bring many more people into the 
State to view the scenery than can see it 
from the Trail, and the pay-roll. Their argu
ments would apply equally well to a valley 
parkway. 

Do We Want a Mountain Parkway ? 
The trustees had a pleasant meeting with 

Colonel Wilgus at the Lodge, and listened to 
his explanation and defense of his plan with 
inter.est. He is an engineer who has had 
111uch experience iu origina ting nud currying 
to completion la rge engineering projects, Md 
when he speaks as 1m engineer of the f eas· 
ibility of 1rny su!lh project he is entit led to 
n respectf ul hea ring. But we think he fails 
t o a pprecia t e the unique qualit ies of ~he 
Long Trail and its appeal to nature lovers, 
and underestimates the injury his automobile 
road would inflict on .{¥;. The trustees feel, 
that such a road, w{fltin hearing some of 
tho t ime and in sigi;t whenever i crosacd " 
tho Trail, would ob the 'rra il of its chief 
attrn ·tion. oli t udo would Yanish , the wil · 
orness Jd be but n memory, and t he 
heart of nature ould be laid ba re. The 
seeker for the unspoiled in nature, who wants 
to get away from civilization for a Mme, 
would perforce go elsewhere. The trustees 
think that the result would be that the Trail 
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would lose its interest for those who have 
tramped it in the past and others like them, 
that it would gradually be abandoned, and 
that the Club, having lost its raiso1b d'etre, 
would disintegrate. It is their duty to seek 
to pFeserve the Trail and the Club, and to 
oppose anything which tends to destroy 
them. They are therefore opposed to the 
Wilgus plan, and will continue to oppose 
it. For those who want views from the 
mountain tops but are prevented by age 
or infirmity from climbing them, there are 
several unsurpassed views which can be 
reached by motor. There is a motor road 
to the top of Mt. Mansfield, the highest 
mountain in the State. There is another 
up Mt. Philo, from the tower on which 
can be seen one of the most beautiful views 
in existence. The superb view from the 
University of Vermont is easO.ly reached. 
And there are many other fine views from 
points on existing highways. As to relocat
ing parts of the Trail, read what W·allace 
Fay says about that. Mr. Fay has been 
chairman of the patrol committee during its 
existence, and is an authority on trail loca
tion. 

It has been stated that while the Long 
Trail brings 1000 people to Vermont annu
ally, the proposed highway would bring 100,-
000. But what shall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own soul t 

The Fay Plan 
Just as we go to press Wallace M. Fay pre

sents what he calls a compromise plan for a 
parkway. A map of this latest plan ap
pears in the Rutland Herald with the auth
or's explanation. We have not the space to 
comment on this at length, but it strikes us 
that while probably less objectionable than 
the Wilgus plan, it is still objectionable from 
the viewpoint of the trustees, and moreover 
is inconsistent with much of his statement 
quoted elsewhere. His road follows the 
Wilgus road to a point north of Manchester 
-for the rest of the way it is generally 
farther from the Trail than the Wilgus road, 
but at some points runs quite close to it and 
crosses it twelve times as we interpret the 
map. 

Notes 
The Worcester Section has on its program 

for August and September some long distance 
trips, including one to Newport Beach, R. I., 
150 miles; to Dummerston and Mt. Ascutney, 
Vt., 250 miles, and to Stratton Pond, Vt., 
250 miles. 

It was reported in July that Camp Wil
lis Ross at Stratton Pond had been occupied 
for weeks by a party of young men, causing 
hikers to pass along or sleep outside. And 
they may be there yet, as we have not heard 
that they have been ousted. If trail camps 
are to be utilized as summer homes, the 
Club will have to devise some way of remedy
ing the evil. 

We have a suggestion for obviating the 
inconsistency of naming the camp to be 
built at the junction of the Trail with the 
Canadian boundary ''Journey's End.'' That 
is, to call it "Journey's End" on the south 
end, and "Journey's Beginning" on the 
north end. This would have the advantage 
of being true on both ends, and the camp 
would have the distinction of being the only 
one on the Trail, or probably anywhere else, 
with two perfectly good names. 

The management of the Long Trail Lodge 
is sending letters to those known to be 
interested in hunting next fall, with a view 
to remaining open till Thanksgiving if there 
is sufficient response. Anyone interested can 
obtain full particulars by writing to the 
Lodge, Rutland, Vt. The former gift shop 
has been changed into a hikers' commissary, 
carrying all kinds of dehydrated food as 
well as trail equipment. 

The Vermonter suggests enlisting the 
services of aerial police to make trail hogs 
move on. At present the lack of landing 
facilities would seem to make this imprac
ticable. But if the Colonel's mountain high
way should materialize the meadows he pro
poses to open up at intervals along the road
side would make ideal landing fields, and 
the roar of aerial motors would add a new 
terror to harass the soul of the trail tramper, 
who came there on the understanding that 
the Trail was ''a footpath in the wilder
ness.'' 

At the close of an article on bridle paths 
in Vermont, the New York Sun says that 
"the Green Mountain Club is forewarned 
to keep an eye on its mountain trails.'' If 
this means that trail trampers are liable to 
desert the Trail for the bridle paths, there 
is no occasion for worrying. While hikers 
and equestrians are united in their desire 
to enjoy the beauties of nature without hav
ing to dodge automobiles, they differ in their 
preferences as to modes of locomotion, and 
these differences cannot be reconciled. 
Moreover, pedestrians can penetrate where 
horses cannot, and sights are revealed to 
them which horse riders can never see. 


