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Special Trustees' Meeting. 
A well attended meeting of the trustees 

was held at the Long Trail Lodge September 
10, on call of the president. The only ab
sentees were W. M. Ross of Rutland, Dr. L. 
H. Ross of Bennington, State Forester Mer
rill and Prof. W. C. O'Kane. Clarence W. 
Webb of the New York Section represent
ed William Burton, who was unable to at
tend. The meeting was honored by the 
presence of Prof. Will S. Monroe of Couch
ing Lion Farm, trail builder extraordinary, 
and several of the better halves. It was call
ed more particularly to consider matters 
connected with the Lodge. The meetings 
took place in one of the cosy cabins, fore
noon and afternoon, with a recess for one 
of the good dinners for which the Lodge is 
noted. 

It appeared from the report of the house 
committee that the result of the operation 
of the Lodge the past season was a deficit, 
which has happened several times before, 
and in view of prevailing conditions is not 
remarkable. At that the outcome compared 
well with other similar establishments thru
out the country. There was considerable 
discussion as to the future of the Lodge, the 
prevailing opinion being that gross receipts 
were large enough to show a good profit 
under private management, and that it might 
be a good move to lease -it as an experiment, 
if a satisfactory lessee could be found at ad
vantageous terms. The matter was placed in 
the hands of President Proctor and E. A. 
Boyce, chairman of the house committee, 
with power to act. 

The question of opening the Lodge or 
some of the cabins for winter occupancy 
was brought up. It was decided that it 
would not be practicable to open the Lodge, 
but that some of the cabins might be avail
able to persons of known reliability. This 
matter was also left with Messrs. Proctor 
and Boyce, with the result that they have 
issued the following statement: 

Two lodges, Undercliff and Woodfin, at 
the Long Trail Lodge in Sherburne Pass, 

near Rutland, Vermont, will be available for 
winter occupancy to responsible parties. 
Woodfin accommodates from four to six 
people and Undercliff six to eight. Blankets 
will be provided by the Lodge but occu
pants must bring their own cooking uten
sils and food. The rates are a dollar per 
person per day, Reservations and further 
information may be obtained thru the Green 
Mountain Club, Rutland, Vermont. The sea
son will probably be from about December 
1st to April 1st. 

A Probable Error. 
In our last issue we printed a letter from 

the U. S. Treasury Department holding that 
the Green Mountain Club is exempt from 
Federal income taxation. In connection 
therewith appeared a letter from Fritz von 
Briesen, a prominent member of the Club 
and a New York lawyer, in which he stated 
that this ruling was "equivalent to a ruling 
that donations to the Club may be deducted 
from income in making United States in
come returns." This latter inference ap
pears to have been an error. We have re
ceived a letter from H. C. Anderson, secre
tary of the Potomac Appalachian Trail club, 
Washington, D. C., who says: 

In the letter from the Treasury De
partment, as printed, reference is made 
to section 103 (7) of the Revenue Act 
of 1926. I presume that this is a typo
graphical error and the Revenue Act of 
1928 is meant. It is to be noted that 
the ruling of the Treasury Department 
is to the effect that the Green Mountain 
Club is entitled to exemption from tax 
and on referring to section 103 (7) it 
will be found that the ground of the 
exemption is that the Club is classed 
with business leagues, chambers of 
commerce, real estate boards, or boards 
of trade. In order for donations to the 
Club to be deductible on federal in
come tax returns the Club would have 
to be held to be a corporation organiz
ed and operated exclusively for relig
ious, charitable, scientific, liter.ary, or 
educational purposes as per section 103 
(6) of the 1928 Act. · 

I discussed this matter today with a 
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man in the section of the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue from which the let
ter to the Club emanated and he told 
me that the Club was granted exemp
tion under section 103 ( 7), although 
he did not understand why the exemp
tion wa: not granted tmd.er section 103 
( 9) wl1ich pertains to clubs organized 
and operated exclusively fo1· pleasUl·e, 
recreation, and othe1· llOn-profi table 
purposes. However, he said that there 
was no chance of the Club being grant
ed exemption under section 103 (6), as 
the recreational was too predominant 
in its activities. Therefore, he said that 
the conclusion of Mr. v. B1'.iese.n, as per 
his letter to you, is unjustified and tha t 
you u e in erro · in announcing that do
nations to the Club are deductible on 
federal income tax returns. 

The above letter was submitted to Mr. 
von Briesen, who said he would consider 
the matter further, but so far as we know 
has made no fu.rther reply. 

The Worcester Section. 
Twenty-five members of this Section 

spent July 2, 3 and 4 as guests of Prof. 
Monroe at his Couching Lion Farm on 
Camel's Hump. On Sunday, the 3d the 
party climbed the mountain, went on to 
Montclair Glen and returned to the farm. 
On the 4th they r etumed to Worcester. This 
was consider ed one of tlte most enjoyable 
outings ever unde1-taken by the Section, and 
the participants were very grateful to P1·of . 
Monroe for his ho pitality and co-operation 
in making the trip the success it was. 

This Section had a Hallowe'en party Oct
ober 28, attended by 75 members. The an
nual dinner meeting will occur on the even
ing of December 7, when President Proctor 
will be present and exhibit his moving pic
tures of wild life in New Brunswick. 

The membership of the Section has re
cently reached the 100 mark. 

Trail Notes 

The Swezey camp was burned during the 
summer. The Wallingford Section is pre
paring to rebuild and also will build a new 
camp a little north of the Peru road. 

The U. S. Foresters in the Green Moun
tain National Forest have worked the Trail 
the entire distance from Bromley Moun
tain to Little Rock Pond at the edge of 
Wallingford. 

Architect Paul W. Thayer has placed in 
the Governor Clement Camp a rustic sign 
bearing the name of the camp. The Killing-

ton Section is putting in some intensive 
work removing every stone and smoothing 
every wrinkle on the Trail from this camp 
to the summit of Killington. This will be 
the easiest grade to the peak and a joy to 
the tramper. 

Mr. Du Val, of the Du Val trail, was in 
Brandon in October and inspected this trail. 
The original trail has been cleared' and new 
signs placed where needed, and is in good 
condition. He expects to return in the 
spring, and clear and perhaps relocate some 
portions of the new trail, which has been 
somewhat neglected of late, so that both 
trails will be in good condition for next sea
son. The old trail was considerably used 
du.ring the past season. Late in October a 
party of six young women from the Bran
don State School were seen on it. 

The work of the patrol under Prof. Bu
chanan was completed about September 1. 
Their thoro work is beginning to bear fruit, 
and complaints from trail trampers have al
most ceased. It is hoped that this work can 
be continued in the future. 

The patrol committee exceeded their ap
propriation by $100, due to the rebuilding 
of Parker camp, located two miles east of 
Larroway Mountain. 

An Early Benefactor. 

Twenty years ago the Green Mountain 
Club was only two years old, weak and an
aemic from lack of nourishment. Doubts 
were freely expressed whether it would ever 
live to reach its majority. But it did, and in 
1931, robust and vigorous, it celebrated its 
21st birthday with fitting ceremonies. 

Albert G. Farr was born in Brandon and 
went west in early life and made a fortune 
in Chicago. Returning to Brandon he built 
a spacious mansion for his home. He loved 
his native mountains, the scenery of Ver
mont and nature in general. He became in
terested in the Green Mountain Club, and 
called a meeting of all similarly interested 
in the town at his house. Dr. Paris came 
down from Burlington and rehearsed the 
history of the Club to date, and explained 
its aims and objects. The result was that a 
Section of upwards of 60 members was 
formed then and there, with Mr. Farr and 
his wife and daughter as life members, 
which for some years was quite active. At 
that time the Long Trail had progressed 
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from the north to the Lincoln-Warren pass, 
where it halted for lack of funds. When 
this was brou.ght to Mr. Farr's attention he 
supplied the necessary funds to complete the 
Trail to the Brandon-Rochester pass. Here 
was help when it was needed, and rejoicings 
were great at this timely boost. 

After Mr. Farr's death in 1913 a sugges
tion was made by some prominent members 
of the Club that Mr. Farr's aid and interest 
should be recognized by naming a peak for 
him on some part of the Trail which he had 
financed, preferably one between Mt. Hor
rid and Lake Pleiad lodge. This was an
nounced in the papers at the time, and a 
party consisting of James P. Taylor, Dr. 
Paris and others scouted this region, en
deavoring to locate a suitable peak to be 
called Farr Peak. But for some reason no 
further step was taken and the idea gradu
ally faded into oblivion. But it was not 
quite forgotten, as one of the peaks north 
of Mt. Horrid is known locally as Farr Peak 
or Mountain. Before the recent guide book 
was published a suggestion was made to the 
nomenclature committee, and by it to the 
gu.ide book committee that as an act of be
lated justice and recognition of an early 
benefactor one of the mountains on that 
part of the trail be re-named Farr Pealr 
This resulted in some correspondence, and 
the guide book committee seemed sympath
etic to the suggestion, but no action was 
taken, and the guide book appeared with 
the same old names. It would seem that the 
name Farr Peak, with its associations, 
would be preferable to such meaningless 
names as Romance Mountain or Cape Look
off, and we trust this change will be made 
and appear in the next edition of the guide 
book. 

THE HILLS. 

Today I've spent upon the hills, the wind, 
the rain and I, 

With moving clou.ds to fill with life the vast
ness of their sky; 

The noisy streets were far forgot, their 
clamor and their throng; 

I heard the breeze across the bent, the tor
rents' ancient song. 

I saw the buzzard soaring high, the kestrel 
poised in air; 

I watched, as up the steep he raced, the 
gallant mountain hare; 

I heard the roving raven's croak, the cur
lew's mournful call; 

I marvelled at the moss I trod-and, grate
ful, loved them all. 

Who owns the hills whereon I roamed? I 
neither know nor care; 

Whoever be the laird by law, I did not find 
him there; 

To me alone they gave their strength, their 
beauty, gifts divine; 

Alone I shared their mighty moods. 
Today the hills were mine ! 

A CLEAR TRAIL. 

By Harry Howarth Bashford. 

And I, too, sing the joy of all creation, 
A brave sky and a glad wind blowing by, 

A clear trail and an hour for meditation, 
A long day and the joy to make it fly, 

A hard task and the muscle to achieve it, 
A fierce noon and a well-contented 

gloam, 
A good strife and no great regret to leave 

it, 
A still night-and the far red lights of 

home. 

Notes 

Two hundred slides picturing the Long 
Trail, belonging to the Club, were loaned 
in November to A. E. Blewitt, correspond
ing secretary of the Connecticut Botanical 
Society, who used them in a talk before the 
Naturalist Club of Waterbury, Conn. 

As we have remarked several times be
fore, we are always glad to receive inter
esting news items from the Sections, for 
publication. The Worcester Section does the 
best in this respect, and sets a good exam
ple for the others. 

Mr. John A. Clark, an experienced moun
tain climber, writes to the editor of his 
climbs up Killington, Bolton and Mansfield 
the past summer. He says: "I was surprised 
to find how fine a trip that one over Bolton 
Mountain and then on to Mansfield over 
the Kingsford trail is. I don't know of any 
better anywhere." 

Can anyone name the author of the poem 
"The Hills'', which appears in this issue? 
Evidently an English or Scotch poet, judg
ing from the terminology. "Bent" is equiv
alent to heath. The author of "A Clear 
Trail" is or was a physician of Hampstead, 
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England, who spent some time in Manitoba. 
It is the last stanza of a longer poem. 

The annual meeting of the Club will take 
place on Saturday, January 14, 1933. No
tices will be sent to members in due season, 
and a full attendance is desired. It is prob
able that a special trustees' meeting will be 
held in connection with this meeting, so 
that any matters of pressing importance 
may be disposed of without waiting for the 
annual meeting of the trustees in March. 

The membership at large shows a moder
ate decrease from last year, but not more 
than should naturally be expected from the 
depressed state of bu'siness during the past 
year. In fact, other clubs similar to ours 
have suffered much heavier losses. On the 
other hand some of the chapters have in
creased their membership, so that the total 
membership will probably not vary much 
from last year. 

The Long Trail Lodge closed for the sea
son on September 15, with some of the 
guests insisting on remaining until the last 
minute. A sugar on snow party was provid
ed as a wind-up. The number of guests en
tertained this year was smaller than in 
either of the two previous years, but com
pares very favorably with hotels in the vi
cinity. The menus provided gave a much 

greater variety and choice of meals than 
heretofore. 

There is a good prospect that a roadside 
stan~ will be located at the junction of the 
Long Trail and the Brandon-Rochester high
way next season. If this should eventuate, 
trail trampers will find there food and other 
supplies needed by them, and a telephone. 
This will be a convenience to travelers on 
this part of the Trail, and we think the pro
ject should be encouraged by the Club as 
far as possible. It will be a private venture, 
not sponsored by the Club. 

In our last issue we criticized a statement 
by a Boston Transcript writer that "there 
are at least 1100 mountains more than 200 
feet high" in Vermont, and raised the ques
tion whether these were all mountains or 
many of them only, hills. The Brandon 
Union quotes this and attempts to explain 
it by guessing that a final cipher was omit
ted, and that what the writer meant to say 
was that there were more than 1100 mou.n
tains more than 2000 feet high in Vermont. 
This will hardly do, as there are in the state 
only about 400 peaks of an elevation of 
2000 feet and upwards. (Our authority for 
this is the Long Trail guide book, which says 
"more than 400.") Our lively contempor
ary should guess again. 

JAY PEAK. 

This, the northenmost mountain on the 
Long Trail, is 3861 feet high, and 6 miles 
from the Canada line. Its name and that of 
the town of Jay does not indicate that the 
surrounding population are jays, but it is in 
honor of the statesman, John Jay. It towers 
aloft in lonely grandeur, the nearest moun
tain on the south being Belvidere, 11 miles 

distant. From its summit is an extensive 
panorama, including Lake Memphremagog 
and the Canadian mountains, the White 
Mountains, Lake Champlain and the Adiron
dacks, and the Green Mountains to the 
south, including Mansfield and Camel's 
Hump. 


