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The Club And The Trail. 
Readers of the News are pretty well 

posted on the history of the Club and the 
condition of th~ Trail, but for the bene
fit of those who may attend the anniversary 
celebration and who may not be so familiar 
with these matters, a brief summary may 
be in order. 

In 1910 James P. Taylor, now of Rutland, 
Vt., conceived the idea of the Green Moun
tain Club, and at a meeting at Burlington, 
Vt., on March 11, 1910, the Club was form
ed and organized with 22 members. So 
that in 1931 it is 21 years of age, has lived 
thru its minority, so to speak, and has ar
rived, it is hoped, at years of discretion, 
has outlived the errors of its youth, and is 
at the threshold of a career of even greater 
usefulness and accomplishment than that 
of the past. Hence the present gathering 
of the clans, to mark and review the his
tory of the past at the twenty-first mile
stone, and to gather inspiration for the 
future. 

The original raison d'etre of the Club was 
to lay out, cut and mark a Long Trail from 
one end of the State to the other, for the 
benefit of mountain enthusiasts and nature 
lovers. In the early days, when the Club 
was weak in membership, in funds and in 
knowledge, in everything, in fact, except 
enthusiasm, it worked in conjunction with 
the forestry service of the State, and tlre 
Trail was confined to a maximum grade of 
15%. But with the arrival of Professor 
W. S. Monroe with his New York cohorts 
on the scene the scheme was changed. They 
re-located the Trail from Camel's Hump 
south to the Lincoln-Warren pass, passing 
directly over the peaks of the mountains 
instead of ascending gradually along their 
sides, thus garnering all of the many 
superb views from the summits, making 
the Trail more difficult, but the rewards 
far g1·eater. This part of the Trail is now 
designated the Monroe Skyline Trail, and 

the principle has since been adopted uni
versally, so that the entire Trail is now a 
skyline frail. In 1930 the Trail was final
ly completed by extending it the last few 
miles from Jay Peak to the Canadian line, 
making a completed trail of about 260 miles 
in length, a longer continuous forest trail, 
it is believed, than exists in any other State 
of the Union. At inte.rvals of five or six 
miles there is a cabin or lodge for the use 
of trampers, ranging from the simple open 
shelter to the massive stone hut, and the 
unique and luxurious Long Trail Lodge at 
Sherburne Pass, built and maintained prin
cipally thru the generosity of our presi
dent, Mortimer R. Proctor. This has been 
enlarged and new fac.nities added several 
times, till now it is believed to be the larg
est and finest mountain clubhouse in the 
country. Its thoroly rustic construction, 
with the natural features of the mountain 
surroundings utilized to their fullest extent, 
make it fit its environment perfectly, and 
excite the admiration of all visitors. It is 
open to the public for meals, and to a lim
ited extent for lodging, and last season 
served over 13,000 meals. At several of 
the camps besides the Lodge caretakers are 
kept and meals furnished. 

The Club now has over 1500 members, 
divided into 'seven Sections and members 
at large, the latter hailing from many 
States and Canada. The largest Section is 
in New York City, a club in itself, with a 
clubhouse in New Jersey, the others being 
located at Worcester, Mass., and at Bur
lington, Middlebury, Proctor, Rutland, and 
Bennington, in Vermont. The Club is in 
good condition financially, and has an in
vested surplus. It publishes a guidebook 
every little while, a bi-monthly newspaper, 
and occasional pamphlets and leaflets. 

Besides the main Trail there are many 
side trails leading to it, which may be 
distinguished from the Long Trail by their 
blazes painted blue, those on the latter be
ing white. Both the Long Trail anii side 
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trails are well marked with arrows and 
signs, and at the intersection of highways 
large signs have been erected, bearing a 
directory of points and distances in both 
directions. 

An all season patrol of the Trail was in
augurated this year, whereby a crew of 
men travelling in a truck (see cu.t) keep 
the Trail in order, as well as the camps and 
contents. 

The Anniversary Celebration. 
We have learned of no alteration of the 

program, as set forth in the last News, so 
expect that it will be carried out as therein 
stated. September 12 is the day, and at 
3 :30 p. m. there will be a general gather
ing at the Lodge which will be entertained 
by music till 4, when speaking will begin, 
the speakers being Governor Wilson, of 
Vermont, Dr. John M. Thomas, Mrs. Doro
thy Canfield Fisher, Prof. W. S. Monroe, 
James P. Taylor and Chas. P. Cooper. Mes
sages from the Governor of Massachusetts 
and the Governor General of Quebec will 
be brought by messengers over the Trail 
and delivered' to Gov. Wilson. Dinner will 
be served at six o'clock, and after dinner 
the illumination of the higher peaks on the 
mountain range from Massachusetts to Can
ada will begin, starting at the Lodge, and 
being taken up and carried on from peak 
to peak north and south. This will be the 
most novel and striking feature of the af
fair, and will no doubt attract wide at
tention. The time consumed in flashing 
the signals over the entire range and the 
distances on either side at which they are 
visible will be noted. 

Later in the evening motion pictures of 
scenes on the Trail will be shown, and there 
will also be an exhibition of photographs. 

Prof. P. C. Voter of Middlebury, Vt., has 
charge of the motion picture feature, and 
he i·equ.ests that any persons who have 
taken motion pictures on or from the Trail 
will kindly send the films to him for use 
on the occasion. He guarantees careful 
usage and a safe return. 

Notice To Diners. 
It is requested that those planning to at

tend the dinner in connection with the an
niversary celebration make reservations as 
soon as possible. Applications may be made 

either to Miss L. M. Tye, Mead Building, 
Rutland, or to Mrs. Bates, at the Long 
Trail Lodge. Cards of admission to the 
dining room will be sent to each applicant. 

Trail Work: 
The all summer mobile patrol, started 

this year, has proven of great value in 
clearing and markiug that part of the Trail 
which is cared for by the Trails and Shel
ters Committee. Prof. Buchanan of U. V. 
M., who is in direct command of "Patrol 
Truck No. 1", with Messrs. Hardy and Jos
lin as assistants, has cleared and marked 
the path from two miles north of Jay Peak 
to Sterling Pond, from Lincoln Gap to 
Cooley Glen, and from Griffith Lake south 
to the Worcester section. Mr. Tatro the 
forester on Belvidere, has been of great 
assistance in that region and has saved the 
patrol a good deal of work. In the Brom
ley Mountain region Mr. Clark of Manches
ter is putting the Trail in superfine shape 
from the Peru road to Bourne Pond. 

The patrol fou.nd conditions quite bad in 
the less used northern end especially near 
Larraway Ridge where damage had been 
done by an ice storm last winter. These 
spots have all been cleared up and it is 
believed that the Trail in that section is 
now in better shape than it has been for 
several years. 

In the south Prof. Buchanan and his 
"gang" cleared out the very bad windfalls 
near Stiles Peak that were so se1·iously 
criticised last year and this trail is now in 
fine shape. 

Many of the camps needed attention this 
year as follows : 

F. H. Tucker Lodge-In good condition. 
Tillotson Camp-In good shape but is south 

of Tillotson Peak instead of north as 
shown by guide book. 

Ritterbush Lodge-Repaired by patrol and 
partially creosoted to keep off the "pigs". 

Badger Camp-Old house and barn in poor 
shape but afford some shelter-not a G. 
M. C. camp. 

Parker Camp-Repaired by patrol and now 
in good shape. 

Honted House-Not in very good condition. 
It is hoped to build a new camp here 
very soon and it could be done this year 
if funds were ava ilable. 
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Gates Camp-This and the Patch Camp 
mentioned in the guide book are being 
abandoned and a new camp is being 
built at "West Settlement" about two 
miles south of the St. J. & L. C. R.R. 
crossing near Johnson. Through the 
kindness of Mr. Phillip French of John
son, who owns this property, a beautiful 
site has been selected near a fine spring 
with a view of Whiteface to the south 
and Bowen and Larraway Mts. to the 
north. Mr. French also generously fur
nished lumber for this camp and prob
ably by the time this issue is out, it will 
be completed. 

Whiteface Lodge-In good shape. 
Sterling Pond Lodge-Roof repaired and 

wire netting placed around outside as a 
"p·orkie" preventive. 
Mad Tom Camp, Aeolus View Camp and 

Swezey Camp were in good repair when in
spected by patrol. 

The patrol workers have spent some time 
on the trails in the Sterling Pond region to 
make hikes from the Smuggler's Notch 
road more attractive to "short hike" en
thusiasts. 

As far as has been reported to us, the 
Sections are carrying on their good work 
and we believe the entire Trail is now well 
marked and easily travelled. Any criticisms 
will be most gratefully received by the 
Trails Committee. 

Note our war on porcupines. We are 
trying two methods-creosote and wire 
netting. Has any one a suggestion? Write 
to Willis Ross at Rutland or Wallace Fay 
at Proctor. 

Governor Wilson On The Long Trail. 
Gov. Stanley C. Wilson of Vermont re

cently broadcast from Boston an address 
on "Vermont--A Vacation Land", and 
spoke as follows of the Long Trail: 

For the hiker are countless wood and 
mountain trails, of which the Long Trail 
is the king of all. The Long Trail is a 
cleared and well-marked foot path through 
the wonderful forested and mountainous 
region that extends north and south from 
end to end of Vermont. Beginning at the 
Massachusetts line, it proceeds over moun
tains and down through valleys the whole 
length of the main range of the Green 

Mountains. While the scenery is rugged 
and beautiful, the Trail may be foilowed 
safely by the inexperienced tramper. Guides 
are not necessary. Many of the summits 
that the Trail crosses are open rock and 
present unobstructed panoramas covering 
hundreds of square miles. From the sum
mits of the highest mountains, notably Mt. 
Mansfield and Camel's Hump, on a clear 
day, the view is simply beyond compre
hension to a person who has not been 
initiated. Here one can see the length and 
breadth of Vermont, a good portion of New 
York and New Hampshire, and as far as 
Montreal in Canada. It seems like the top 
of the world. The valleys that the Trail 
dips into, with their splendid forests, are 
equally beautiful. 

The Green Mountain Club and generous 
friends have provided shelters at conven
ient intervals, with bunks for over-night 
stay. . The Trail crosses numerous high
ways and reaches several mountain hotels. 
While the Trail is in the wilds, it is never 
any great distance from habitations. It 
is said of the Green Mountain range that 
for the hiker it is six weeks long and six 
hours wide. Few have time to make the 
entire trip any summer, but thousands cover 
some portion each year. 

Notes. 

Slides of the Long Trail have been sent 
as a loan to St. Louis and shown there on 
several occasions. 

Willis M. Ross attended the annual meet
ing of the New England Trail Conference 
at Boston in April as a delegate from the 
Club. 

Capt. and Mrs. H. W. Congdon of Arling
ton, Vt., are absent on an extended motor 
trip to the western National Parks, going 
to the Pacific Coast. 

An interesting, well illustrated quarterly 
magazine entitled High Spots is published 
by the Adirondack Mountain Club. From 
this we learn that they have 914 members. 

At the annual meeting of the Proctor 
Section on May 27, Capt. Herbert W. 
Congdon talked to the members on the 
Long Trail, illustrating his remarks with 
colored slides. 
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The Appalachian Trail Conference has 
published a Trail Manual full of valuable 
information on the subject of trail mak
ing. Any persons locating or constructing 
trails should provide themselves with this 
manual. 

Some additions and improvements have 
been made at the Lodge this season. A 
mu.ch needed new sleeping cabin has been 
built, also a new reservoir for the water 
syst~m, and the old office has been taste
fully converted into a gift shop. 

First and second prizes are offered to 
persons seeing the mountain illumination 
on the evening of September 12 at the 
farthest distances east and west. Points of 
observation should be verified by time and 
compass reading, and reports sent to the 
secretary, Miss L. M. Tye, Mead Bldg., 
Rutland, Vt. 

There is existing much interest in the 
question of the time to elapse between the 
start of the signal lights at the Lodge and 
their arrival at the north and south ends 
of the range, and how that will compare 
with the time consumed by the Indians in 
similar signalling. Telegrams from North 
Adams, Mass., and from some point in 
Canada on the evening of September 12 
will give this information. 

A new shelter is in process of construc
tion for the use of hikers on the Long Trail. 
It is of the log cabin type, and is located 
between Stratton and Glastenbury moun
tains. It is being built by a party of boys 
from Camp Enagerog, Wilmington, Vt. An
other party from the same Camp have built 
bridges over some of the wettest spots 011 

the Trail. These boys are entitled to the 
thanks of the club for their good work, and 
we regret that lack of space prevents pub
lishing their names, 19 in all. 

Truck used in Trail patrol. 


