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Special Meeting of Club at Long Trail 
Lodge 

A gathering of about 500 members and 
guests attended the special meeting, called 
by the trustees for June 7 at the Lodge, to 
:·11spect and 1ledi..:ate ·the eXooi!Il8ive impruve
ments and additions which have been made 
there. The Proctor band furnished music 
in the afternoon, and at dinner the Rutland 
High School orchestra and a male quartette 
from Rutland entertained. The new dining 
room, which seats 200, was filled to capa
city for dinner, and an overflow of 25 dined 
later. Each diner was presented with a 
souvenir box of Vermont maple sugar con
fectionery, in a box bearing a view of the 
Lodge taken from Deer's Leap, with Pico 
towering above it. C. J. Cleveland and R. 
N. Berry, the committee in charge of ar
rangements, presided at the dinner. The 
post prandial exercises opened with wel
coming remarks by President Proctor, who 
was followed by Willis M. Ross, who spoke 
on the Long Trail, enumerating recent ex
tensions and new cabins built. He spoke of 
the value of the Trail as a publicity fea
ture, and its power to attract to the state 
many visitors who without it would not 
have come. 

Paul W. Thayer, architect of the Lodge 
ar>d of thi> new additions. told of the con
struction of the Lodge from the choosing 
of the site to the completion of the present 
enlarged plant. As he described each de
velopment, Capt. H. W. Congdon flashed on 
a screen views showing each stage of the 
growth of the buildings. 

Capt. Congdon then delivered an illustrat
ed lecture on the Trail, during which he 
showed many colored views of mountain, 
forest, lake and river, all taken on the 
Trail. He related some of the experiences 
of the Trail tramper, stressing the import
ance of suitable wearing apparel, especially 
footwear. 

After the speaking the dining room was 
cleared for dancing, in which many parti-

cipated till midnight, the High School or
chestra supplying the music. 

The original purpose of the meeting, t•) 
consider a proposed amendment to the by
laws, which was introduced at the annual 
meeting. in January, chenging the -"1:;}4-'! of < 

the annual meeting from January to June, 
seemed to have been lost sight of, as the 
question was not brought up, so the annual 
meeting will remain in January, at any rate 
for the present. 

To the Worcester Section belongs the 
honor of sending the largest delegation to 
the meeting, twenty members of that live 
body making the trip. 

And so passed into history the greatest 
and most successful celebration yet held by 
the Club. 

Fire At The Lodge 
Fire of unknown origin destroyed the 

sleeping cabin near the Lodge known as 
"Undercliff" early in the morning of July 
25. It was situated quite near the main 
building, and imperilled the latter, which 
was kept wet by employees by means of a 
small hose and pails of water, and thereby 
preserved till the arrival of firemen from 
Rutland. The loss was covered by insur
ance. The cabin will be rebuilt, work on it 
having already started under direction of 
Mr. Thayer, and it i1r expected that the new 
structure will be in use before the end of 
the present season. \ 

Maytime On The Long Trail Through \ 
The Green Mountains of Vermont 

By Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Sias 

Spring in Vermont is famous for bright
ness of flowers and verdure and for pecu
liarly beautiful cloud and sky effects. 

How greatly these values are enhanced 
for the hiker, guest of the Green Mountain 
Club, who, not satisfied with low altitudes, 
over-shadowing peaks, and narrow horizons, 
pulls on stout shoes, slips pack strap over 
ehoulders, and escaping from the artificial 
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modern routine slips off into the wilder
ness! 

Feeling the need of a few thrills we skip
ped from our Massachusetts home May 21st, 
and for two weeks were lost to the world. 
But, mind you, we did not wander ineffect
ually and blindly. In their grand labor of 
love the workers of the Green Mountain 
Club maintain the Long· Trail through the 
heart of the Green Mountains, with many 
side trails up over summits, or to the farms 
and roads far below. The entire rou.te of 
248 miles from Blackinton, Massachusetts 
to Canada is as easily followed as a State 
highway, and a thousand times safer than 
any public road. 

No nerve racking vigilance on account of 
motor vehicles breaks upon your soul. As 
freely as birds and bees you loiter along 
bewitching paths in bright sun and cooling 
shadow; under fluffy changing clouds, or 
pale moon light. You may dawdle along as 
a free child of nature stooping to admire a 
golden lily, or tasting with delight the cool 
refreshment of a silver cascade. But when 
the arrows of sunset lodge in the tree tops, 
and the stars of Heaven are breaking 
through the twilight soft and gray, we seek 
shelter in the picturesque and hospitable 
cabins or lodges of the G. M. C. For rainy 
days metal huts are preferable, affording 
more space for drying wood and protection 
from the storm. During the six rainy days 
May 25 to 31, we were at home in the metal 
huts at Mt. Carmel and Sunrise Camps. 

Rich Vermont milk and maple sugar, 
home made bread, butter, and cakes, fresh 
eggs, potatoes, with local salt pork and the 
abundant mountain spinach, kept the wolf 
from the door. So we were not forced to 
kill and eat a "porky", as lost men in 
Canadian forests are supposed to do. You 
see we were not lost, but very much at 
home. The cheering fire and the daily or 
nightly pleasure of rustling for wood and 
water, drying our footwear and arranging 
our bed, filled oul' time and thoughts. Then 
refreshing sleep and joyful awakening with 
bright anticipations of another free day of 
adventure in a beautiful new land! 

Simple cooking utensils are kept in lodges. 
We need not have carried our fry-pan and 
two kettles. One aluminum dish with close 
cover would have sufficed. However, all 

utensils, even those neatly hanging in the 
camps, need cleansing or polishing. The 
ashes which are found at every camp serve 
nicely, but a cake of common soap is a great 
help in camp. 

The porcupine is the original "funny fel
low". He learns a new trick every day and 
practices it nights. At Lake Pleiad, where 
he is protected as an attraction, he boldly 
disputes the right of way with the early 
water-fetcher. At the Killington metal hut 
we shut him out, and like the village "bad 
boy" he rang our doorbell at night. At 
Carmel he chewed through the cork handle 
of the new fish pole which some Isaak 
Wal ton had left on our porch. We forbear 
killing them though permitted, because they 
are so cute. At Noyes Pond they chewed 
our beds and sawed the table. They cut 
holes through boards, wire nettings, and tin 
sheets. They talk in various tones under 
the floors. They amuse themselves scatter
ing forks and spoons, rolling cans and bot
tles, tearing up every fabric and eating 
aluminum kettles. 

In our seven days of actual tramping we 
surmounted eighteen peaks, four of which 
are above 4000 feet, six over 3500 and six 
over 3000. 

Can you imagine the splendor of the land
scape at these heights? Purest air and clear
est water! Deepest blue of sky so near and 
wide, mingled scents of flowers and ever
greens! 

We saw more flowers of spring in these 
two weeks than we both had seen in our 
past 128 years on earth. Miles of hepatica
starred carpets under our feet. Uncount
able groups of trillium and patches of yel
low lilies. The dainty dwarf dogwood, with 
its corms of snowy flowerets, was every
where, and at Sunrise Camp these white 
flowers swaying in the breeze, made the 
lovely glen a fairy palace. The glen at 
Emily Proctor lodge is beautiful with its 
torrents dashing down in majestic life and 
grace. Everywhere the gushing waters were 
a joy to eye, ear and taste. 

Passing through so great diversity of alti
tudes we had variety of climate. At Carmel 
a two-inch snow storm changed the scene. 
Heavy hail at Sunrise. On the Presidents 
Peaks gleaming spruce tops showered us 
with ice bolts as long and thick as your 
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fingers. June 3rd on Lincoln Mountain we 
played snowball with left over snow, and 
there the ferns and hepaticas were just 
waking from their sleep. 

The many look-ou.ts are named and well 
marked. Each eminence affords a different 
angle for the views of the two great }Jau

oramas. Looking westward we see the 
Champlain Valley with its long lake, and 
beyond this the Adirondacks of New York 
tower against the sky. Eastward is the 
Hancock Valley, the Mad River Valley and 
others, with range after range of hills, till 
we beheld, on June 2 and 3, on the high 
horizon, glistening in its robe of snow, the 
climax of New England spectacles, dazzling 
Mount Washington! 

Note :-Mr. and Mrs. Sias, 68 and 60 
years of age respectively, of Holyoke, Mass., 
covered the Trail from East Wallingford to 
Lincoln mountain this year. On two previ
ous trips they had tramped the Trail from 
Blackington, Mass., to East Wallingford. 
Next year they hope to complete their jaunt 
to the Canadian line. 

Trails and Shelters 
Good progress is being made in clearing 

the extension of the Trail from Jay Peak 
to the Canadian line, which it will meet at 
boundary post 592. Professors Carlton and 
Doll of the University of Vermont are do
ing the work. This ten-mile extension will 
complete the Trail from the Massachusetts 
line to the Canadian border. It is expected 
that before snow flies a log cabin will be 
built. about two miles north of Jay Peak, 
with funds furnished by the New York Sec
tion, and that late1· another camp will be 
located at the border. 

The trail committee has received permis
sion from the land owner to locate a camp 
in "Hell Hollow", near the southern end of 
the Trail. This will be the gift of Fritz von 
Briesen, of New York. 

Communication 
To the editor of the Long Trail News: 

I attended the dedication exercises of the 
Greater Long Trail Lodge on June 7, and 
thoroly enjoyed the program. One of the 
speakers mentioned someone named Apple
ton, or something like that. He said, as I 
recall it, that this person encountered a wet 
part of the Trail, swam four miles, and 

made thirty miles on the Trail that same 
day. This statement was received with 
laughter, so I infer that it was a joke. I 
have only recently joined the Club, and had 
never heard of this man Appleton before, 
so did not understand the reference. Can 
you inform me who he is, or was, so that 
I can appreciate the joke? There may be 
othern who need enlightenment. Thanking 
you, I am, &c., 

L.B. 
Appleby is the name. You can learn 

about him by consulting back numbers 1f 
the News, which you can probably secure 
from the secretary. In brief, he might be 
called a super-tramper, who, according to 
his own accounts, went over the entire 
Trail at unheard of speed, shattering all 
records in this respect, and then doing it 
again and breaking his own record. His 
marvelous feats were doubted in some 
qu.arters, and some even went so far as to 
refer to him as the Baron Munchausen of 
the Long Trail. At first he was taken ser
iously, and for a time enjoyed great notor
iety. His picture in his walking togs ap
peared in numerous periodicals, and even 
figured among the celebrities in a monu
mental work on Vermont of Today. Cer
tain articles of his wearing apparel were 
exhibited in show windows in Boston, and, 
as he said, imparted their first knowledge 
of the Long Trail to millions of people. He 
was planning even more startling publicity 
stunts, when the trustees expressed their 
disapproval of such performances, where
upon he dropped out of sight, and is now 
almost forgotten. He is gradually becoming 
a legendary hero, and doubtless as the 
years pass even more extravagant accounts 
of his exploits than the one you mention 
will be told and believed. 

Notes 
The July issue of the Vermonter will fea

ture an elaborate article on the enlarged 
Lodge and its rededication, which will be 
lavishly illustrated. 

The American Motorist, Boston edition, 
for July, reprints Prof. O'Kane's illustrated 
article on the Long Trail which appeared 
in Vermont Highways. 

The Proctor Section have been working 
their part of the Trail from the Lodge north 
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to tlie Brandon-Rochester road, and i·eport 
tl1ri t tne sou_thern end of it has been thoroly 
cleared, and some work done as far as Wet
mo L'e Gap. Frequent rains have interfered 
with the work, but they intend to keep at it 
ti II their entire section is above reproach. 

Tl1e following corrections should be mad>:! 
iJJ the guide book: On page 41 strike out 
alJ l·elating to a telephone on Camel's Hump, 
ai: there is no telephone there, consequently 
n o connection with it from Prof. Monroe'8 
how;e. On page 43 strike out reference to 
Gl eui;on Brook trail, as this has been 
abandoned. 

Tt1e Club has published a folder entitled 
"f)l10 t·t Trips on the Long Trail", which will 
be found very useful to those contemplating 
sudt tt'ips. After some general remarks on 
tlie Long Trail there a1·e sections devoted to 

pages and many maps, some of which have 
been redrawn, and contains the latest infor
mation on the Trail, shelters, etc. Like all 
of its predecessors it is an improvement on 
the preceding issue, and is an indispensable 
companion to the Trail tramper. Copies 
may be had from the secretary for 50 cents 
and postage. 

There is still opportunity for a few more 
to join one of the parties now forming for 
a week's trip over the Trail, as detailed in 
the last News, one starting August 16, the 
otr.er August 23, as at this writing reserva
tions are not filled for either party. Cer
tainly no mo1·e attractive vacation trip could 
be imagined for lovers of the mountains and 
the wilderness, nor one less expensive. For 
particulars address Green lVIountain Club, 
Mead Bldg., Rutland, Vt. 

01,e Day Trips, Week-End Trips, and How --------------------
to R.each the Long Trail. It has five half 
to1ies and a map of the Trail. Copies may 
b<o! liad from the secretary, Miss Tye. 

There is keen rivalry among the boys at 
Cnm[> Enajerog (spell it backward), Wil
mington, Vt., to see who will be the first 
to 11 e enrolled on the placque presented by 
the Worcester Section, on which is to be in
;;:r'. L'iiJed each year the name of the boy who 
if. .iudg·ed to have done the best work on 
tli e Trail. The result is that the Trail around 
C l<rntenbury mountain is beginning to look 
almo.st like a city boulevard. 

The pamphlet containing the revised by
lfi,wl; a nd list of members has been publish
ed, and fills a long felt want. Miss Tye 
pi:·epared the copy. Naturally there are 
~ome errors in it, one of which is the ap
pe>wrnce of the name of Miss Adella Ing
h a.m, Vergennes, Vt., as a member of the 
B Ltdington Section. Miss Ingham is a life 
m<o!rnber, and her name should have appear
ed i_n that list. We think it would have been 
all improvement if the totals of tlie member
ship a.t large and of the Sections had been 
given, and also the names of the trustees. 
H anyone discovers any errors, please notify 
ll'fi1<:; Tye. 

Tl1e new guide book, under the able edit
ornllip of Prof. R. H. White, assisted by 
Prof. P. C. Voter, made its appearance in 
goorl t[me for the hiking season. It has 94 

Second prize, Class B, The Snowy Trail to 

Taft Lodge, by Prof. L. B. Puffer. 


