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The Annual Meeting 
of the Club was held at the Berwick Hotel, 
Rutland, on Saturday, January 11, with an 
attendance of 50 or more. The meeting 
opened at 10 a. m. with reports of officers. 
President Proctor voiced his emphatic be
lief that it was a great day in the annals 
of the Club when the trustees established 
the paid patrol system on the Trail. He be
lieved that this, if maintained, will do more 
than anything else to establish the Club in 
the confidence and good will of the public. 
At the same time it will not lessen the im
portance or prestige of the Sections.I It 
will relieve them of the drudgery of clean
ing and marking the Trail, and tliereby 
give them more time and funds for im
provements and extensions. Due credit was 
given Mr. Fay for his efficient handling of 
the patrol work, also to Willis Ross for his 
good work on the Trail. Attention was 
called to the fact that one year ago it was 
announced that eleven camps were needed 
to complete Trail requirements, and by 
July all had been donated. 

"This year has witnessed our first real 
Field Week, and a thoroughly successful 
one. Mr. Von Briesen provided the in
spiration and Capt. Congdon the perspira
tion. To both we owe a real debt of grati
tude." 

"Mr. Boyce, our new house committee 
chairman at the Lodge, met the situation 
admirably. His management was tactful 
and efficient. For the first time conditions 
were favorable, the house, personnel, roads, 
weather and conditions generally." "I 
wish to express my appreciation for the 
conscientious, thoughtful effort which Mr. 
Thayer, our architect, has given to the de
sign and construction of the Lodge. He 
has expressed most ingeniously and beauti
fully that feeling so close to the hearts of 
most of us, the spirit of the woods. The 
Lodge is a monument to Mr. Thayer." 

After referring to the Field Day staged 
by the Worcester Section on October 12, he 

added: "A similar gathering at the invi
tation of some Section should take place 
every year." 

A regretful tribute was paid to Robert 
M. Ross, former State Forester and a trus
tee, who has left the State. 

Speaking of the program for the coming 
year, he said: "We should improve our 
patrol work, build the four remaining 
camps, organize a Field Week and a Field 
Day, publish a new guide book and other 
publicity material, and give earnest thought 
to our 21st anniversary celebration in 
1931." 

The report of C. J. Cleveland, treasurer, 
showed receipts during the year of $3276, 
from the following sources, (cents omit
ted): Dues from members at large $1622; 
from Sections, $186; sale of guide books, 
$299; gifts, $328; interest, $128; Lodge 
deficit paid by house committee, $500; 
donated for prizes in photo contest, $100; 
booklets and refund on News postage, $46. 
Disbursements amounted to $2162, the 
principal items of which were as follows: 
Expenses of secretary's office, $165; secre
tary's salary, $250; printing, $353; trail 
work, $776, prizes in photo contest, $100; 
3 shares Electric Investors, $299. 

The camp fund account showed receipts 
of $250 for N. Y. Section camp; $250 for 
Dr. Beardsley's camp, and $200 for Then
dara lodge. Of this amount of $700 there 
has been expended $464, leaving $236 on 
hand. · 

The Field Week account shows receipts 
from Fritz von Briesen, guaranty, $100; 
from registrations, $989. Expenses were 
$887, leaving a balance of $201, $100 of 
which was refunded to Mr. von Briesen, 
and $101 was turned into the Club 
treasury. 

At the close of the year investments on 
hand totalled $2000 at par value, and cash 
in banks $1627. 

The report of the secretary, Miss Lula 
M. Tye, stated that members at large with 



2 THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 

dues paid numbered 512, plus 36 life mem
bers, total 548. Members of Sections were 
as follows: Bennington, 38; Burlington, 
128; Middlebury, 90; Montgomery, 5; New 
York, 344; Proctor, 43; Rutland, 2"20; 
Worcester, 65. Grand total, 1481. 

The report of operations at the Long 
Trail Lodge, read by Mr. E. A. Boyce, 
chairman of the house committee, set forth 
that total receipts for the 1929 season were 
$12,405, of which $10,111 was for meals, 
and disbursements totalled $11,434, leaving 
a balance on the right side of $970. How
ever, caretaker's wages and expense during 
the winter, $448; insurance, $486; and in
terest, $72; absorbed the profit, and left 
a deficit for the year of $37. This com
pares with a loss in 1928 of $758. Im
provements were made costing $300, and 
inventory and cash amount to $404. There 
is a note outstanding of $1500. 

W. M. Fay, in charge of patrol work, re
ported that prior to the June meeting of 
the trustees 109 miles of the Trail were in
spected, blazes painted and renewed, and 
some minor clearing done. At that meet
ing it was decided to clear the Trail 
thoroughly in future patrol work, and 
thereafter the patrol inspected and cleared 
66.6 miles. The report included a detailed 
statement of what had been done on the 
entire Trail. The total expense of this 
work was $301, besides $175 for a second
hand car, which the Club now owns. "It 
is impossible to say exactly how successful 
the work was, but I would consider, from 
the absence of the usual criticisms, that it 
was a worthwhile experiment, and should 
be repeated and enlarged on in the future. 
Perhaps the work should be enlarged to in
clude side trails and approaches." 

Some of the Sections presented written 
reports. That of tne New York Section 
stresses the value of the Patrol, saying: 
"It was invaluable to us in obtaining a clear 
picture of the condition of the Trail and its 
shelters prior to the opening of the hiking 
season. We strongly urge the continuation 
of the patrol system." A new camp was 
completed at Birch Glen, and the Section in
tends, by the beginning of the coming sum
mer, to renovate the huts on Couching 
Lion. This Section has done much work 
on the Appalachian Trail both in New 

York and New Jersey. "We have there
fore, in a sense, brought the Long Trail 
down into this part of the country." 

The report of the Worcester Section was 
ready by its president, H. M. Carleton, and 
mentioned some of its successful outings 
(one of which brought in nearly twenty 
new members), and the great achievement, 
the building and dedication of the new 
camp at Stratton Pond. "A splendid trib
ute was paid our Section when fourteen 
trustees of the Club made the trip to be 
with us at the dedication of Camp Willis 
Ross." Thirty-five members of the Section 
were present on that occasion. 

George N. Harman, president of the Sec
tion at Rutland, presented its report. This 
Section cares for the Long Trail from 
Sherburne Pass to Griffith Lake. Over 
700 persons registered on Killington and 
over 1000 on Pico last season. The Section 
also maintains six camps. The report 
states that the most pressing need of the 
Section is the accession of some real work
ers and enthusiasts as officers of the Sec
tion (the secretary-treasurer, Mr. Ross, ex
cepted) not figure heads and idlers, who 
will devotE! some time and effort to getting 
the members out to enjoy the beauties and 
benefits of the Trail, and as a move in that 
direction the president tenders his resigna
tion. During July and August the Section 
kept two caretakers at the Killington 
camps, where food and blankets were sup
plied to hikers. 

The Bennington Section was somewhat 
dormant for some years, but has awakened 
and is now very much alive. At the open
ing of the season it was confronted by the 
fact that there was not a shelter in its 
part of the Trail, so it went to work with 
a will to remedy this deficiency. A cabin 
on Mt. Glastenbury was built by the Sec
tion, and two others were built, one, Camp 
Thendara with funds from the New York 
Section, the other, Camp Seth Warner, with 
funds from Dr. Beardsley, of Springfield, 
Vt. It is intended to build another cabin 
the coming summer near the foot of Hell 
Hollow. 

On motion, a committee of three was ap
pointed by the chair to bring in nominations 
for a board of trustees. This committee 
reported the following names, and they 
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were elected by the meeting to serve for 
one year: Mortimer R. Proctor, W. M. 
Fay, Proctor; W. M. Ross, C. J. Cleveland, 
Rutland; Profs. P. C. Voter and R. H. 
White, Middlebury; Prof. L. B. Puffer, 
Burlington; Capt. H. W. Congdon, Arling
ton; Dr. L. H. Ross, Bennington; E. S. 
Marsh, Brandon; State Forester P. H. Mer
rill, Montpelier; R. T. Torrey and J. A. 
Allis, New York; Prof. W. C. O'Kane, Dur
ham, N. H.; F. H. Tucker, Boston; George 
F. E. Storey, Worcester, Mass. 

Paul W. Thayer, architect of the Long 
Trail Lodge, gave an account of the ex
tensive additions and alterations which have 
been made at the Lodge, and which are now 
practically completed. He paid a deserved 
tribute to President Proctor for his muni
ficent generosity in furnishing the funds 
for these needed improvements. Certainly, 
as Mr. Thayer said, the Club owes Mr. 
Proctor a heavy debt of gratitude for his 
interest and help. The only ' lack now is 
sleeping quarters. More cottages are need
ed. More members should visit the Lodge, 
Mr. Thayer said, and manifest more in
terest in their uniquely beautiful clubhouse. 

The proposed change in the by-laws, alter
ing the date of the annual meeting to 
June, was debated at length, and was final
ly laid on the table, to be taken up at a 
special meeting of the Club, which the 
trustees were requested to call to meet 
early in June at the Lodge, to view the 
changes there. Considerable sentiment was 
expressed in favor of retaining the annual 
meeting in January, but also holding a sec
ond meeting, for business and pleasure, in 
warm weather. 

The amendment permitting the annual 
meeting to be held either at Rutland or 
at the Lodge, was adopted. 

Mrs. W. H. Field, president of the Green 
Mountain Horse Association addressed the 
meeting, explaining the aims and accom
plishments of that organization. Bridle 
paths have been marked on both sides of 
the State for horseback riders, using for 
that purpose deserted or little used roads 
on the hills, between the mountain tops, 
where the Long Trail is located, and the 
valleys, where are the main roads, used by 
motorists. She asked for co-operation be
tween the two organizations, whose aims 

are similar, viz., to get people out into 
the open, there to enjoy the benefits of 
fresh air, exercise and the wild beauties 
of nature. She was heard with attention 
and approval. 

The illustrated lecture by Percy A. Brig
ham, of Arlington, Mass., on "Where 
Nature Smiles in Old Vermont," was a very 
enjoyable feature of the afternoon. He ex
hibited gorgeously colored slides of nature 
f>cenes in summer and autumn, and in some 
cases the colored view faded away and the 
rnme scene in the grays and whites of 
winter took its place, forming a startling 
contrast. The climax of the exhibition 
came with a view in natural colors of a 
sunset on Lake Champlain, showing in a 
few minutes what took two hours to photo
graph. By a skillful manipulation of two 
lights and a succession of slides in each, the 
progress of the sunset and the gradual dis
appearance of the sun and fading away of 
the colors was shown, with almost the ef
fect of a moving picture. 

After the meeting Mr. and Mrs. Wallace 
M. Fay, of Proctor, entertained the trus
tees present and others of the members at 
supper at their home. 

The First Gun 
of the big celebration in 1931 of the Club's 
twenty-first anniversary was fired at the 
annual meeting by President Proctor, when 
he read a letter from Robert Frost, the 
celebrated poet, accepting an invitation to 
write an ode for the occasion. Mr. Frost 
wrote in part as follows : 

"I want very much to write you a poem 
about the Long Trail for the anniversary 
of the Green Mountain Club. I confess 
contracting for a poem as yet unwritten 
scares me and makes me hesitate for a 
moment. But the distance of the day of 
delivery ought to give me courage. So al
so ought the cordiality of your invitation. 
And it is not as if I had never written a 
poem for an occasion before. I have writ
ten one and just one, but though it was on 
shorter notice than you are giving me now, 
it was rather a success. Surely sometime 
in a year I can count on catching myself 
in just the right mood for the appropriate 
ode. You won't be too particular about the 
form. You know how to allow for the art-
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ist. My enthusiasm for the Long Trail will 
be the main consideration. I sometimes say 
trails, state forests, parks and playgrounds 
are the only certain good." 

Set it down as a fact that the 1931 cele
bration will be a notable event, one which 
will make the Club and the Trail well and 
favorably known from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from the frozen north to the 
tropics. 

Winter Phantasy 
A slush of sleet on the city street, 
The whip of a winter rain, 
Zig-zag and twine in a strange design 
Through the blur of the frosted pane; 

But North, somewhere, is the Summer's lair, 
In a deep Green Mountain glen, 
And the snow and ice are a mere device 
For the thwarting of graceless men. 
Among the balsams the Summer sleeps, 
While the white-throat sings and the cas-

cade leaps; 
The hedge-hog mutters, the good wind 

sweeps, 
'Till June shall come 'round again. 

Where the Long Trail arcs on the triple 
Starks? 

By Mansfield's headlong stair? 
Where the trail dips down from the Lion's 

frown 
In the gulfs above Montclair? 
Somewhere she nods in her green retreat, 
While the snow and the ice and the rocks 

defeat 
Rude, ribald man on his web-winged feet, 
Up there in Vermont, somewhere. 

-Llew Evans 

Vermont has many worthy organizations 
that are doing a grand work for the promo
tion of the welfare and development of the 
Green Mountain region. One of these is 
the Green Mountain Club. A kindred or
ganization is the Green Mountain Horse 
Association. 

We are glad that the annual meeting of 
the Green Mountain Club saw something of 
a spirit of co-operation developed between 
the two organizations named. 

Vermont boasts of a number of posses-

sions and possibilities to which few other 
states can lay claim. The Long Trail is 
one of them., The Vermont bridle paths 
being provided by the Green Mountain Horse 
Association is another. 

We can all co-operate, at least in spirit 
and word, and help make this still more of 
a noble recreation ground-the most delight
ful region in Eastern America. 

-Burlington Free Press. 

Notes. 
Those who missed the annual meeting 

were out of luck. 

Charles R. Cummings, editor of the Ver
monter, was there, and will give his impres
sions of the meeting in the next issue of his 
magazine. 

The judges in the Photographic Contest 
had not agreed and were not ready to re
port at the meeting. 

Of the 11 camps announced as needed 
last year, 7 have been built, and the other 
4 will be built this year. 

We understand a new guide book will be 
published this year, and probably a Club 
directory of members. The last was pub
lished in 1922, and is now obsolete. 

That meal and blanket service furnished 
by the Killington Section at the hut on Kil
lington is certainly a philanthropic work. 
Expenses last season were $487, and re
ceipts were $177. 

In The Home Library, a volume compiled 
and published at Middlebury, by Joseph 
Battell, is a view of Camel's Hump, called 
Mt. Ethan Allen. This would be a fitting 
name, if it hadn't two names already. A 
fine name for one of our major mountain 
peaks, but all are named. 

Mrs. Field made a good impression at the 
meeting with her plea for co-operation be
tween the Green Mountain Horse Associa
tion and the Green Mountain Club. It did 
not appear just what form this co-operation 
should take. Trail trampers are not as a 
rule interested in horse-back riding, and 
vice versa. But if sympathy, approval and 
encouragement will help, we are sure that 
our younger sister organization will have 
them and any other assistance within our 
power to render. 


