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Annual Meeting. 
The annual ~eeting of the Club will be 

held at the Berwick Hotel in Rutland, com
mencing at 10 a. m., on-SatuJ'day, J anuary 
11, 1930. The usual reports of officers, 
from Sections, etc., will be given, and the 
program for the coming year and other 
matters of interest Will be presented and 
discussed. Lunch will be served at 1 p. in. 
After the business meeting the members will 
be entertained by Percy A. Br igham, of 
Arlington, Mass., who will deliver his lec
ture, "Where Nature smiles in Old Ver
mont", which will be profusely illustrated 
with colored slides. Mr. Brigham has an 
enviable reputation as a lecturer. The meet
ing will be of great interest, and there 
should be a large attendance. 

Columbus Day Meeting. 
A meeting of the trustees and other mem

bers of the Club was held at the Green 
Mountain Inn at West Wardsboro, Oct. 12. 
The meeting of the trustees took place at 
11 a. m., with a large attendance, all but 
three of the sixteen trust ees being present. 
Reports from several committees were heard 
and various matters were taken up and dis
cussed, accounts of which have already ap
peared in the News. The outing commit
tee recommended that the Club try the ex
periment of a winter gathering for snow
shoe and ski trips, and this idea met with 
favor if there should prove to be suffi
cient interest in it. The matter was left 
in charge of Wallace M. Fay of Proctor, 
and a communication from him regarding 
it appears in another column. Tentative 
plans for the big celebration projected for 
1931, when the Club will arrive at its ma
jority (21 years old) were made known, It 
is too early to go into details about this, 
but it is safe to say that if the program 
outlined as a possibility should be carried 
out, it will be a notable event, and one which 
will bring nation-wide publicity to the Club 
and the Long Trail. 

After lunch the party drove three miles 

' • 

to the "Grout Job", an abandoned logging 
camp, where several large buildings attest 
to the busy scenes once enacted there. From 
there a rather difficult walk of upwards of 
three miles, largely over an old corduroy 
road with numerous wet spots, led to Strat
ton Pond and the new camp built by the 
Worcest er Section. Soon after the arrival 
11f thP. par.t.y the derli_cato>-y f'xe:r.d!" '?I' we>-e 
held, President Evans of the Worcester Sec
tion presiding. In his opening remarks he 
stated that the camp had been named after 
one who had for many years devoted much 
time and effort to work on the Trail, and 
was in large measure responsible for its 
successful development. He then r emoved a 
banner from the tablet bearing the name, 
which was revealed as the "Willis M. Ross 
Camp", amidst the applause of all present. 
Mr. Ross altho taken by surprise, responded 
happily and voiced his thanks for the honor 
conferred on him. The appropriateness of 
the name was universally recognized. It is 
a well-earned honor. President Proctor of 
the Club then addressed the gathering, ex
pressing the thanks and appreciation of the 
Club to the Worcester Section for their ef
forts which had resulted in: this fine camp, 
one of the best on the Trail. George F. 
Storey then with some appropriate remarks 
presented a handsome metal scroll, suitably 
engraved, to Camp Enajerog at Lake Ra
ponda, Wilmington, Vt., in recognition of 
the good work of the boys of that Camp in 
assisting in the transportation of material 
for the cabin thru the woods. (Credit for 
this was erroneously given to boy scouts in 
the last News.) Each year the name of the 
boy who has done the best work on the Long 
Trail is to be engraved on the &,croll. 

Stratton Pond is a picturesque little 
sheet of water, lying embedded in the bosom 
of the wilderness, unspoiled by any contact 
with civilization, as it is accessible only by 
the Lorig Trail or by the old road from the 
Grout Job, and can be reached only on foot. 
Nearby is Stratton Mountain, where Daniel 
Webster made his famous speech in 1840. It 
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is one of the choice locations on the Trail 
for a camp, and the cabin is worthy of the 
location. In winter it will be closed by 
shutters, but entrance can be gained by any 
winter hikers who come that way. 

There were over 50 present at the ex
ercises, about equally divided between the 
sexes, a majority being from Worcester. 
Many found lodging at the Grout Job, others 
at the Webster camp and at the Inn. The 
day was cool and cloudy, and the hot coffee 
brewed ovel'I the campfire was very accept
able. 

Preliminary Report of Photo Contest 
of 1929. 

This year's Photo Contest has brought out 
almost an entirely new group of contestants, 
which greatly pleases your Committee. Ten 
members have submitted 105 pictures, and 
it looks as if the Committee would have an 
even harder task in awarding the prizes 
this year, as last year's record for excellence 
of material submitted seems to have been 
surpassed. 

Honorable mention is awarded to Prof. L. 
B. Puffer of Burlington before any further 
judging is ~ne, for his splendid group of 
66 pictures bound in two looseleaf albums 
and forming an exceedingly useful mass of 
material for office use in publicity work. 

It is hoped that the final awards may be 
announced at the Annual Meeting in Jan
uary. 

New Camps. 
Thendara camp is finished. This camp is 

located near Harmon Hill in the Bennington 
section and takes the place of the old Deer
view cabin, which died of old age. It was 
built with funds supplied by the Thendara 
camp of the New York Section in New 
Jersey. 

The first stone hut, built by the Club is 
completed, being the one contributed by W. 
H. Field of Rutland in memory of Ex. Gov. 
P. W. Clement. It is located on the Haley 
farm, about five miles south of Killington. 

All of the camps needed to carry out the 
program for the 1931 celebration are now 
completed or provided, and one extra for 
good measure. 

Camel's Hump. 
Proceeding north from Mt. Horrid, the 

first prominent mountain reached is Bread
loaf, 3823 ft., which derives its name from 
its supposed shape, like a long, gigantic loaf 
of bread. There is a tower on its summit, 
from which lies spread out before the ob
server one of the best and most extensive 
views in the Green Mountains. Father north 
lie the three peaks which make up Lincoln 
Mountain, each over 4000 ft., and the high
est, Mt. Ellen, 4135 ft., tops Camel's Hump 
by 52 feet, according to the latest figures, 
thus acquiring the title of the third highest 
elevation in the State, long held by Camel's 
Hump. It is on this peak that the "Old Pine" 
was supposed to be located, which figured in 
Joseph Battell's singular book, "Ellen, or the 
Whisperings of an Old Pine", in which he 
aired some of his peculiar scientific theories. 
Camel's Hump, (Couching Lion) the next 
high mountain to the north, 4083 ft., is the 
most striking in its contour of any Green 
Mountain, is visible and familiar to probably 
a greater part of the State than any other, 
and has been the theme of many writers. It 
rivals if it does not surpass Mt. Mansfield 
in celebrity. 

This mountain, originally known as 
Camel's Rump, is generally called Camel's 
Hump, and has been so called for m~ny 
years. Members of the New York section 
and others call it Couching Lion, a very ap
propriate title, for when viewed from the 
east the summit bears a distinct resemblance 
to a lion lying at rest, with paws extended 
in front. From other viewpoints it somewhat 
resembles the hump of a camel. There is a 
tradition that Champlain, or one of his com
pany, sailing along the lake which bears his 



THE LONG TRAIL NEWS 3 

name in 1609, applied the name Le Lion 
Couchant to it, but we believe there is no 
written or printed evidence of this, and the 
fact that it looks like a lion from the east 
rather than from the west rather shatters 
this tradition. So far as we know, the earli
est use of this name in print was by the 
Swedish novelist, Frederika Bremer, who, in 
a letter written from Burlington in 1851 
said: "Nor the mountains of Adirondacks 
now before me in western New York, nor 
the Green Mountains of Vermont, aspire to 
the heights of the Alps, but their forms are 
picturesque, combined with a certain degree 
of grandeur and boldness. The mountain 
called Le Lion Oouchant seems possessed of 
life, and about to rise up in a splendid glow 
of light-a magnificent giant form." 

In a poem written in 1857 at Waterbury, 
Vt., by Hannah Gale Luce, entitled The 
Green Mountains, this mountain is referred 
to as follows : 

"And south the 'Couching Lion' rears 
His beetling crags on high." 

W. D. Howells, in his novel published in 
1897, "The Landlord at Lion's Head", re
fers to th,is mountain, which he christens 
"The Lion's Head". In desc;ribing it he says: 
"If you looked at the mountain from the 
west, the line of the summit was wandering 
and uncertain, like that of most mountain 
tops; but seen from the east, the mass of 
granite showing above the dense forests of 
the lower slopes had the form of a sleeping 
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lion. The flanks and the haunches were 
vaguely distinguished from the mass ; but 
the mighty head, resting with the tossed 
mane upon the vast paws stretched before 
it, was boldly sculptured against the sky." 

The Long Trail passes over the summit of 
the mountain via Montclair Glen. Near the 
summit are the so-called tin huts, erected 
many years ago by the Camel's Hump Club 
of Waterbury, now in charge of the New 
York section, where a caretaker is stationed 
during the summer, and blankets and food 
can be obtained. Descending toward Bolton 
there is a choice of trails, but the new Mon
roe trail should be chosen for the superb 
views it affords, which are lacking in the 
others. 

The view from the summit is said to be a 
grand one, and no doubt it is, when it is vis
ible, but we cannot vouch for it from per
sonal knowledge. The writer has been up 
there twice. The first time he was marooned 
over Sunday in one of the wildest mountain 
storms he ever encountered. It was while 
the world war was in progress, and the 
booming of the thunder and the flashing of 
the lightinng, and the rattle of the hail on 
th€1 metal roofs, were a very fair imitation 
of the firing of the heavy artillery and the 
machine guns, of which the papers were full 
at the time, while the fog played the part of 
smoke so successfully that nothing was visi
ble beyond a rod or two, and not forgetting 
the rain, which descended all day in torrents. 
The caretaker had a supply of canned food 
Qn hand, but his library was deficient, sci 
between meals there was nothing to do but 
smoke and listen to the war of the elements: 
On the other occasion there was no storm, 
but the fog was so thick that nothing could 
be seen. · · 

A Winter Outing. 
At the Trustees meeting of Oct. 12th it 

was proposed that there should be a com
mittee to promote ski and snow shoe ex
peditions in Vermont. Mr. Fay, who was 
appointed Chairman of tliis committee, of
fers the following suggestions, for the com
ing winter. 

1. That there are several towns in the 
state with all-winter hotels where there 
are opportunities for many varieties of 
winter sports, including trips over semi-de
serted highways, wooded country, and steep 
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hills for short thrilling rides, all within 
comfortable walking distances of the hotels. 

2. Th~t he will be glad to arrange for 
cross-country ski-trips of two to four days 
duration with an average daily hike of 
twelve miles, and will make arrangements 
for the necessary stops, maps, etc., and give 
information about the cost of such trips. 

In order to crystalize any demand there 
may be for these cross-country trips he 
1!3Uggests the week from Feb. 8th to Feb. 
15th as a possible date, and will be glad 
to have any _G. M. C. member who is in
terested write him soon so that, if there 
is interest enough a "Tour" may be arrang
ed on lines like the Field Day of last 
August. 

Write to 

W. M. FAY, 
Mt. Olympus Road 

Proctor, Vermont. 

Notes. 
We move that Tomboy and Alice, the two 

Ayrshire cows who walked from Brandon 
all the way to St. Louis, Mo., a distance of 
1275 miles, five times the length of the Long 

Trail, and who are now safe back in their 
Vermont homes, be made honorary members 
of the Green Mountain Club. 

Three young women from Worcester, 
Mass., tramped over the entire Trail, from 
the Massachusetts line to the Canada line, 
last summer. We have been unable to learn 
any particulars of the trip. 

The new work at the Long Trnil Lodge 
is progressing well. The roof of the new 
wing is up so work can be carried on dur
ing the winter, and everything will be ready 
for next season. The Lodge wound up the 
season with a substantial profit. Exact 
figures will be presented at the January 
meeting. 

The Sierra Club of California will spon
sor a trip from San Francisco to the 
Hawaiian Islands, leaving July 10 next, re
turning August 7. Members of other moun
taineering clubs are invited. Thru the 
courtesy of the Hawaiian Trail and Moun
tain Club points will be visited not usually 
seen by tourists. For further information 
anyone interested should address C. L. 
Drew, 1010 Hobart Building, San Francisco, 
California. 

Willis M. Ross at the Stratton Pond Camp. 




