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Annual Meeting. 

Tl e annual meeting of the Club will be 
held \n Rutland, Vt., at the Be~ick I:Iotel, 

nunencing at 10 a. m. A notice wdl be 
c:nt to members, and it is hoped that all who 

11 
an attend will do so. A change in t he 

;rogram is under consideration. It has been 
.suggested that instead of devoting so much 
tirne to discussion, which usually results in 
passing the matters at issue over to the 
trustees for settlement at their meeting, a 
portion of the time, say from 3 o'clock p. m. 
-till 5 p. m., be devoted to some form of en
tertainment, such as a speaker with pictures. 
The notices of the meeting will give the 
program. 

Trails and Shelters. 

Mr. Appleby, after his much advertised 
trail t r ip in July, sent in a r eport of the 
-condition of the trail as he found it, severe
ly criticising certain parts of it, principally 
on the Marjorie Hulburd section, and be
tween Clarendon Gorge south to White 
Rocks, and praising other parts as near 
perfection. He summed up his conclusions 
as follows: "The Monroe Skyline is prob
.ably at the top of the list for general all
around perfection of trails and shelters; 
Rutland section has improved to the point 
of near-perfection; Proctor section splendid 
~ondition; Jay Peak vastly improved. Only 
one section has gone backward and that is 
the Marjorie Hulburd, where conditions 
are far, far inferior to those of 1926, in all 
ways." 

Since that was written the trail commit
tee got busy and now report that the trail 
f rom Jay Peak to Belvidere Mountain was 
thoroughly cleared out and made ready for 
use. Later in the season Trustee Story with 
members of the Worcester section went over 
it and put on the finishing touches. The 
Marjorie Hulburd section was put in bet
ter shape than ever, some further a ssist
ance being given by the Hulburd family. 
The camps on this section were put in order. 

The veteran trail builder, Fred W. Mould, 
of Morrisville, with plenty of help, kept the 
trail in condition from Johnson to Smug
glers' Notch. The camps were repaired, 

and the long awaited new camp at Sterling 
Pond was finished. This is a closed caoin 
built of logs, and will accomodate ten or 
twelve. It is called the Sterling Pond camp. 
The several sections on the balance of the 
trail did good work, so we can report the 
t rail a s a whole to be in the best condition 
ever known . 

The Swezey camp at the Buck job above 
Manchester was nearly ruined by lumber
men and hunters last winter, so that an
other building near by was made suit able 
for the purpose after repairing. This was 
purchased and is now the permanent prop
erty of the Club, and is called the Swezey 
camp. 

Some improvements were made in the 
southern end of the trail connecting with 
the Appalachian Trail in Massachusetts. An 
effort was made to complete the link in the 
Appalachian Trail from Deer's Leap to 
Hanover. We finished and painted east as 
far as the Chateaugay road, and the Dart
mouth Outing Club worked west from Hap
py Hill to the Barnard Gulf road, so that 
the two ends are only six miles apart, but 
before this gap could be closed the rains 
and floods came, and the work had to be 
postponed till spring. 

Mr. Du Val, who built the Du Val trail 
connecting Brandon with the Long Trail, 
will extend this trail by a new trail start
ing near the west end of the present trail 
and proceeding in a south-€asterly direction 
till it connects with the Long Trail at 
Bloodroot Gap, near which point a log rest 
cabin will be built near water. Thence the 
Long Trail will be followed north till con
nection is made with the Du Val trail at the 
Brandon-Rochester road. This will make 
an interesting two day hike, with a night 
at Sunrise camps, on the Long Trail. 

Appleby. 
In the July issue of the News, published 

while I rving D. Appleby of Roxbury, Mass., 
was on his so-called marathon hike, seeking 
to make a record for speed over the Long 
Trail, we expressed the hope that he would 
keep an accurate account of the distance 
covered each day, which he would give out 
at the completion of his tramp, so that there 
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would be some way of checking his state
ments, there being no timekeeper accom
panying him. Early in November we mail
ed a letter to his home address, asking if 
he would furnish an itinerary of his walk 
for publication. To this we have received 
no reply. Presumably the letter reached 
him, as it has not been returned. It was 
given out and widely published that he did 
the entire Long Trail, 300 miles, in 10 days 
and 10 hours, and these figures have been 
accepted on every hand as correct without 
question. The distance from the Massa
chusetts line to Hazen's Notch, according 
to the guide book, is 245.6 miles. It is 10 
miles farther to Jay Peak, which is but a 
short distance from the Canadian line. It 
is safe to say that the Trail, from one line 
to the other, does not exceed 260 miles. He 
started early in the morning of July 2, and 
according to Vermont Progress reached the 
Canadian line at 6 p. m., July 14, or about 
12 days and 13 hours from his start. Two 
hundred and sixty miles in 12 days and 13 
hours is not quite as wonderful as 300 miles 
in 10 days and 10 hours, but is sufficiently 
remarkable to attract attention. It is said 
that he lost a day or two soon after the 
start on account of the illness of a com
panion, and reached the Long Trail Lodge 
at 5 p. m., July 6, leaving the next morning. 
If it is assumed that he made the 260 miles 
in 11 days actual walking time, this would 
average nearly 24 miles per day, surely a 
wonderful feat, considering that he says he 
climbed 96 mountain peaks, where one mile 
per hour is considered good time, at least 
for the average climber, and that he found 
some parts of the trail so bad that he was 
continually getting off the trail, and could 
make only one-half mile per hour. We have 
seen a letter written by him in which he 
gives some account of his experiences, but 
nothing definite as to dates and distances, 
beyond a statement that he made 43 miles 
in one day, and 118 miles in 50 hours. 

In view of the seemingly incredible per
formance which he claims to have accom
plished, and in the absence of more definite 
data, it is not surprising that there are 
some doubting Thomases among those who 
know the Trail well. As one of these says, 
"The first thing is his itinerary. If he can
not or will not furnish that, what is the 
reason?" Of course if he really did what 
he claims, this incredulity is in one way a 
compliment, as indicating the extraordinary, 

almost unbelievable nature of the feat a 
complished, one which would probably ~ 
impossible to any other trail tramper, no 
matter how vigorous and well-seasoned. 

In. an interview with him published in the 
Boston Globe, he is quoted as having lllade 
some statements which appear to be inac. 
curate. For instance: "Appleby passed 
within 10 miles of the Coolidge home, and 
met several persons at this point who knew 
'Cal' as a boy. They spoke most kindly of 
the President and of his father, the late 
Col. Coolidge." It may be that the in
habitants of Plymouth are in the habit of 
using the Trail as a promenade, and im
parting their sentiments regarding "Cal" 
to the casual trail tramper, but if so we 
never happened to hear of it before. Another 
statement is that Middlebury College is six 
miles from the Trail and can easily be seen. 
Middlebury College is 12 miles from the 
Trail, and is not visible from it. 

The Flood. 
Owing to the wise forethought of the 

fathers of the Trail in running it over the 
mountain tops instead of in the valleys, it 
suffered little damage from the floods 
which devastated Vermont in early Novem
ber. A little of the southern part near the 
Webster camp was washed out, and will 
have to be relocated. The camp was some
what damaged but has been repaired. At 
Johnson the highway bridge which the Trail 
crossed was destroyed, as was the ferry 
boat owned by the Club at Bolton. Aside 
from these instances, we have not learned 
of any damage affecting the Club. Members 
of the Club in this and other states have 
contributed generously of money, materials 
and time to relieve the suffering, from the 
President down thru the rank and file. 
The New York section raised $300, which 
Mr. Allis brought personally to Prof. Mon
roe and left with him for disbursement. 

A Feminine Record. 
The year 1927 will go down in history, 

among other things, as the year when the 
Long Trail was first traversed in its en
tirety, by a woman, and for good measure 
three of them did it, viz., Misses Kathleen 
M. Norris and Hilda M. Kurth, of Schenec
tady, N. Y., and Catherine E. Robbins of 
Cornwall, Vt. They left Williamstown, 
Mass., July 25, and arrived at the Canadian 
line August 25, having been 32 days on the 
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Jtich 5 were devoted to rest, 
wnYr of ~days actual walking time. They 
leB~l:~ !t the end of their long trek in good 
orr1~ . but til·ed, and were greeted at 
c011ditio;~oy by a delegation, and given a 
~orth Tbey walked without male escort 
dinner· "thout ai·ms, and experienced no 
and bt' whatever. We have interviewed ::s ~obbins, who is a teac~er in the 

don High School, who said they made 
Bran t' t . d L . d 't 
h 

tro.ntP as a vaca ion rip, an ioun 1 
t e . 11 • • most interesting a s we as inexpensive 
0 

0 
She was enthusiastic about the health-

on . . h . 
ful exercise, the pu1·e air and water, t e m-
spiring scenery'. the ever ch~n~g scene, 
the sleeping cabins at convenient mtervals, 
ond the Trail which made it all possible. 
Fortunately the latter had been improved 
since Mr. Appleby went over it. They each 
carried a pack weighing 20 to 25 pounds, 
and were three because they figured that 
if one received an injury, one could stay 
with her while the other went for help. 

Publicity. 
In no year since its inception has the 

Long Trail (and incidentally the Green 
Mountain Club) received the wide adver
tising that has been its lot this year. The 
startling feat of Appleby attracted wide 
attention, The Associated Press reported it, 
and the Cfvristian Science Monitor, the 
Boston Globe and Boston Advertiser featur
ed the story, the first two with a portrait 
of Appleby. The New York Times had his 
portrait in its rotogravure section, and 
Vermont Progress devoted a page to him, 
with a portrait and a view of Jay Peak. We 
have Appleby's written statement that: 

"Half a million folks are discussing the 
Long Trail, every young hiker, male and 
female, and half the athletes of Boston are 
laying plans to go over it. 

"During the coming two weeks the boots 
I wore will be on exhibition in the main 
show window of a big shoe store on one of 
our busiest corners. They will have my 
Whole outfit in the window, including 
Pictures. I estimate that over a million 
People will see that exhibit, and a big show 
card will tell the story." 

What more could a lover of fame ask 
for? 

The hike of the three young women over 
the length of the trail also received wide
spread notice, the story, with pictures, ap
pearing in several of the leading city papers. 

Then there were lesser hikes which were 
written up. Two journalists from the 
Boston Globe tramped from Killington to 
Mt. Mansfield, their story appearing in the 
Glob e in two installments, with an illustra
tion. The Fairchild (Ct.) News published 
a long, detailed account of a tramp of eight 
boys and two adult leaders from Peru 
Mountain to Lake Pleiad lodge, with two 
illustrations. The Christian Scie'Ylce Moni
tor also published a two column front page 
article on the Long Trail, giving a full 
description of it. 

But all this is nothing to what is coming. 
Mr. Appleby, in an interview in the Rut
land Herald, states that next year he will 
attempt to beat his own time, and, moreover, 
will do it in front of the camera, so that 
vast multitudes can and will sit in movie 
theaters all over the country and in foreign 
lands and see with their own eyes, and see
ing is believing. Of course, says · Mr. 
Appleby, 

"while it will be impossible for the 
camera to follow me step by step over the 
Trail, yet it will be easy to photograph the 
start and finish of the race, also to show me 
at the crossings of all mountain passes and 
on the summits of at least four of the 
principal peaks, besides sandwiching in a 
breakfast scene, a dinner scene and a bed
time flash." 

After that there will be no excuse for 
anyone, no matter how ignorant, in the re
motest corners of our great country, failing 
to know all about the Long Trail. 

New Section. 

A new Section of the G. M. C. was or
ganized September 27 at Montgomery, Vt., 
with 25 members and the following officers: 
President, W. J. Wright; Vice-President, C. 
V. Slater; Secretary and Treasurer, Clay
ton J. Fuller; and a trail and membership 
committee consisting of W. M. Moffatt, 
Miss Ellen Guthrie, Dr. A. J. Burdette. 

This Section has been assigned the Trail 
from Jay Peak to Belvidere Mountain to 
care for, and they have accepted it. It is 
hoped and expected that the new Section 
will be of much assistance on this part of 
the Trail. They planned to erect a cabin 
this fall. 
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If You Dwell Among the Mountains 

they are not prison walls closing out 
the world. They are the sheltering walls 
of home, and your vision is not circumscrib
ed by the blend of hill-top with sky. Your 
inner eye gazes far beyond the tree-topped 
horizon, and your mental attitude is marked 
by serenity, tolerance and patience-the 
serenity of mountains dreaming in still 
sunlight, or tranquilly vocal when the night 
breeze sets green boughs astir under moon
rays ; the tolerance of far-seeing mountains 
ignoring the pettiness of human strife and 
selfishness, occupied rather "\\'ith the wide 
wonder of the universe; the patience of rock
crested mountains worn and buffeted with 
adversity of storm a)ld season, but still 
sturdy and unbowed. 

-JESSIE M. DOWLIN, 
In The V ermonter. 

Notes. 

We notice that the mistaken idea that 
Vermont is the Granite State crops out in 
one or two of the recent Long Trail 
articles. 

We have received no definite report of 
the outcome of the past season at the Lodge, 
but from all accounts it was a most suc
cessful one. A complete statement will be 
ready at the annual meeting. 

The Burlington Free Press has discovered 
a man from Williams College who puts 
Appleby quite in the shade, for (according 
to the F. P .) he travels over the Trail at 
the lightning speed of 15 to 20 miles per 
hour. 

The Adirondack Mountain Club, 93 State 
St., Albany, N. Y., have just published an 
illustrated book entitled Peaks and People 
of the Adirondacks, by Russell Carson, 
which they will supply to those interested 
at $2.60 per copy, postpaid. 

Two hard-boiled hikers from Boston, W. 
H. Ballard and companion, arrived in Bran
don October 20 at 4 :27 a. m., and immediate
ly left by motor for the Long Trail on the 
Rochester road in a driving rainstorm, and 
were last seen headed south on the Trail 
just as the first streaks of dawn began to 
show in the east. 

The Annual Bulletin of the Associated 
Mountaineering Clubs of North America, 
formerly published by Leroy Jeffers, has 

been superseded by the MoU11tain Magazin -
an_ illusti-ated quarterly, $1.00 per Yea~; 
edited by Raymond H. Torrey, official orga ' 
of the Associated Outdoor Clubs of AtneriC: 
and the Adirondack Mountain Club. 

Ten members of the Worcester Section 
spent a week end in July at the Long Tran 
Lodge, and were so pleased with what the 
Lodge had to offer in the way of hospitalj. 
ty and enjoyable surroundings, that they 
sent the hostess, Mrs. Griffin, a written 
testimonial of their appreciation and 
gratitude. 

Mr. Appleby is emphatic in his dis
approval of the new straight trail from Mt. 
Wilson to Boyce lodge, which avoids the 
descent into Breadloaf Glen and the Emily 
Proctor lodge. He holds that this glen is 
one of the most beautiful and picturesque 
spots on the entire Trail, and now that it is 
left on a side trail few will see it, the lodge 
will go to pieces, and, unless considerable 
work is done soon, the approaches to it will 
become impassable. 

A sarcastic article in the Hyde Park News 
and Citizen relates the tribulations of half 
a dozen men and boys who put in two days 
in July getting from Jay Peak to Belvi
dere Mountain on the Trail. We gather 
from what the writer says that it was the 
unanimous and emphatic opinion of the 
party that that part of the Trail was in 
bad shape, and needed attention. Well, if 
we can believe the trail committee, this sec
tion of the Trail has been improved since 
then, and the new Montgomery Section will 
see that it is kept in good condition here
after. 

The railroads have added materially to 
the publicity which the Long Trail has en
joyed the past season, which resulted in 
more people by far travelling the Trail 
than ever beforf'- Folders issued by the 
Rutland, the Central Vermont and the New 
Haven set forth the vacation attractions 
of the Trail. AU expense trips were ar
ranged, leaving Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia and New York on Friday 
afternoons, arriving in Waterbury Satur
day morning. From there passengers were 
carried by motor to the foot of Mt. Mans
field, thence proceeding on foot up the 
mountain or thru Smuggler's Notch. 

Address all communications on Club busi
ness to Miss Lula M. Tye, secretary, Mead 
Bldg., Rutland, Vt. 


