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This, the third number of our little 
paper, appears at the end of a period 
of great activity and achievement for 
the Green Mountain Club. It has wit
nessed the building of the picturesque 
and unique clubhouse in Sherburne 
Pass, and the construction of 25 miles 
of new trail north of Johnson, bring
ing the Long Trail within 25 miles of 
the Canada line and the realization 
of the Club's dream of a trail extend
ing from the Massachusetts line to 
the Canada line in sight. It has also 
seen the formation of a new section, 
and the growth of the membership 
at large to the greatest number yet 
reached. We are glad to chronicle 
these things, and hope in future is
sues to unfold a tale of still greater 
growth, achievement and prosperity 
for "the Club. 

Special Meeting of the Trustees. 

A special meeting of the trustees 
of the Club was held at the new club
house in Sherburne Pass on Sept. 15. 
The special object of this meeting 
was to determine a policy for the 
management of the clubhouse. It was 
realized that the Club was striking 
out into new territory in the manage
ment of a clubhouse, that the first 
season would be experimental, and 
any policy adopted more or less ten
tative, and subject to change accord
ing to the t eachings of experience. 
The probable popularity of the house, 
and how far the public could be ac-

commodated without interfering with 
the rights of members, were the 
questions principally discussed. It 
was generally conceded that members 
of the Club should have prior rights, 
non-member hikers on the trail 
should come next, and the general 
public in automobiles third. It was 
decided that lodgings in the clubhouse 
should be reserved for members and 
their guests, and that non-members 
should be served with meals, as far 
as possible. It is probable that mem
bers will get the advantage of some
what lower rates than non-members. 
It was decided to name the structure 
the Green Mountain Clubhouse. The 
open shelter across the road, called 
Pico Lodge, will be furnished with 
blankets, cooking utensils and fuel, 
and will accommodate up to 24. A 
small fee will be charged for lodg
ing there. Trustees present were 
Messrs. Cooper and Ross, of Rutland, 
Mathers of_ Bennington, Proctor of 
Proctor. Voter and White of Middle
bury, Dean and Taylor of Burlington, 
Marsh of Brandon, Brock of Montpe
lier, and Tucker of Boston. Others 
present included W. M. Fay, Proctor, 
Chas. F. Cummings, editor of the 
Vermonter, and R. H. Torrey, of the 
N. Y. Evening Post, and J. A. Allis, 
of New York. A house committee to 
assume for the present the oversight 
of the house, and to engage a compe
tent married couple to take charge 
next season, was appointed, consist
ing of C. P. Cooper, Mortimer R. 
Proctor and Prof. R. H. White. 
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Trnil Work. 

In addition to special work men
tioned elsewhere, the trail committee 
report that the Bennington Section 
have cleared out their part of the 
trail from the Massachusetts line to 
Stratton Mountain, and have painted 
the blazes white, in conformity with 
the rest of the trail, instead of red 
as heretofore. The committee have 
in view changing the trail north of 
Stratton Mountain, so as to run the 
trail via Stratton Pond and Bourn 
Pond, thus making it more scenic and 
not so wet, increasing the distance 
to Prospect Rock not over one half 
mile. A beginning in this direction 
was made this season by starting 
the new trail from Stratton Moun
tain. 

The large camp at Swazey's at the 
Buck Job near Prospect Rock has 
been thoroughly renovated and re
paired and will be used as one of the 
club shelters. 

The roof of the cabin on the Bond
ville road was blown away and a new 
one put on. Caretakers have been 
kept at Griffith Pond and Killington 
Peak, in addition to those at Camel's 
Hump and Taft Lodge. 

Monroe Lodge. 
The committee in charge of the 

building of this proposed Lodge on 
Camel's Hump decided to take more 
time for consideration and prepara
tion, and postponed its actual con
struction till next year. Plans have 
been prepared by Paul W. Thayer, of 
Wallingford, architect of the new 
Clubhouse, and show an artistic as 
well as a comfortable building. The 
committee are striving to keep the 
cost down to $2500, which amount 

they have in hand. Logs will be used 
largely in its construction, and these 
will be cut near by and drawn to the 
site of the building on the snow. A 
year from this time we hope to 
chronicle the completion of the Club's 
second mountain house. The sheet 
metal huts, which have heretofore 
served as camps, will be repaired and 
put in good order to be used as ad
juncts to the building. 

SkyHnin.g the Long Trail. 
The Lake Pleiad section of the Club 

(Middlebury) has completed the work 
of relocating the trail on the skyline 
from Sucker Brook south to the 
Brandon-Rochester Pass, finishing it 
in November, with some financial 
help from the general treasury. There 
is now a skyline trail from Camel's 
Hump to the Brandon-Rochester 
Pass. All new trail is constructed 
on this principle, and it is the inten
tion of the trail committee to relocate 
the old trail in accordance therewith, 
so far as it needs it, as rapidly as 
possible. The new piece of trail re
f erred to above opens up six good 
lookouts, where before there were 
none, and thus makes it much more 
interesting. The same Section has 
rebuilt the Lake Pleiad Lodge, de
stroyed by fire late last year, so that 
it is better than before. 

NOTICE 
The annual meeting of the Green 

Mountain Club will be held in Rutland. 
Vt., Saturday, January12, 1924, probably 
at the new clubhouse. All members of 
t he club are invited to attend. Reports 
of officers will be read, trustees and a 
clerk e lected, and action taken on a pro
posed amendment to the by-laws placing 
some restrictions on the admission of new 
members. A snowshoe and outing pro
gram will be provided for Sunday. 
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The lVlarjorie Hulburd Trail. 

The trail shown in the above map 
is now practically complete, it being 
cleared, blazed and blazes painted for 
one half of the distance, and blazed 
for the rest of the way. It will be 
fully complete in time for use next 

season. It will be known as the Mar
jorie Hulburd trail, in memory of a 
young woman, lover of the moun
tains, daughter of Ex-Lieut. Gov. 
Hulburd, who met her death in an 
automobile accident near Bethel, and 
whose family have furnished the 
funds for the expenses of this part of 
the trail. The route of the Long Trail 
south of Johnson was changed slight
ly, so that it now runs two miles west 
of Johnson, crossing the Lamoille 
River on a highway bridge. It will 
form an interesting new walk. It 
passes over two peaks of over 3000 
feet, Laraway Mountain estimated at 
3200 feet, and Belvidere at 3800. On 
the latter mountain are extensive as
best')s deposit8. It brings one in con
tact with such attractive names as 
Frying Pan Brook, Devil's Gap and 
Redderbush Pond. Willis M. Ross of 
Rutland, chairman of the trail com
mittee, has had charge of the work, 
and has been assisted by Dr. L. H. 
Ross and Henry B. Walbridge of Ben
nington, Wallace M. Fay of Proctor, 
Rev. Frank W. Hazen of Richmond 
and Fred W. Mould of Morrisville. 
Mr. Ross says of this part of the 
.trail : "It is extremely scenic, very 
diverse, and not at all difficult." 

Jay P1eak Day. 

The second observance of Jay Peak 
Day occurred June 30, and was a 
highly successful affair. About 1500 
persons attended and picnicked at 
the foot of the mountain, while about 
a third of the number climbed to the 
summit. Wallace H. Gilpin, editor of 
the Barton Monitor, presided at the 
program at the foot of the mountain, 
which included talks by C. P. CoopP.r, 
president of the G. M. C., and C -- ' 
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S. Emery of Newport. A new section 
of the Club, to be known as the Jay 
Peak section, was organized. 

Notes. 

One of our members asks for more 
information concerning the club li
brary. We regret that space will not 
permit us to go into this matter in 
this issue, but we hope to include in 
a future issue further particulars, 
,and may find space to give our readers 
' some information on current publica-
tions of interest to Long Trailers. 

An informing and interesting arti
cle by Edith M. Esterbrook appeared 
in the October Vermonter, describing 
two trips on the Long Trail, one from 
the Massachusetts line to Manchester, 
the other from Middlebury Gap to 
Sherburne Pass. Miss Estabrook is a 
life member of the Club, and an ex
perienced mountaineer. 

We are glad to get words of appre
ciation and commendation like these, 
contained in letters received since 
April: 

From Baltimore, Md.: "We (the 
writer and wife) have just returned 
from a wonderful hike over the Long 
Trail from Middlebury to Jefferson
ville. Tho it was early in the season, 
and the trail was rather wet, we en
joyed every step of the way." 

From New York: '\Dr. and 
myself spent two very delightful 
weeks on the Long Trail early the 
last Fall, and would like to become 
members of the organization main-
4-· !_ 1g the trail." 

From Plainfield, Vt.: "I have been 
over more than one hundred miles of 
the Long Trail, and duly appreciate 
the facilities that the G. M. C. offer
ed." 

From Boston: "I only wish I could 
give more to this work which is so 
worthwhile and encourages getting 
into the mountains and spending in
vigorating vacations. I have just re
turned from a most enjoyable week 
of hiking over the Long Trail. It is 
a pleasure to follow the trails, they 
are so well marked and through such 
beautiful woods." 

Hills 

By ARTHUR GUITERMAN. 

I never loved your plains!
your gentle valleys, 

Your drowsy country lanes 
And parched alleys. 

I want my hills !-the trail 
That scorns the hollow

Up, up the ragged shale 
Where few will follow, 

Up, over wooded crest 
And mossy bowlder, 

With strong thigh, heaving chest, 
And swinging shoulder, 

So let me hold my way, 
By nothing halted, 

Until, at close of day, 
I stand, exalted, 

High on my hills of dream
Dear hills that know me! 

And then, how fair will seem 
The lands below me, 

How pure, at vesper-time, 
The far bells chiming! 

God, give me hills to climb, 
And strength for climbing! 
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The Green Mountain Clubhouse. 

The new clubhouse has at length 
been complete and must be seen to 
be appreciated. No de ~ription will 
do it ju ti.ce. Ro"' ever, with the aid 
of the above cut, we will try to p.-ive 
our members who have not seen it a 
faint idea of the reality. It is a three 
tory building, omewhat in the Swi s 

chalet tyle of rustic architecture 
uilt of nati e woods from the vicin

it , and the huge boulders deposited 
on it si te in pre-historic time by 
ome glacier or fallen from the cliff 

opposite. The e boulders are a unique 
feature being enclo ed in the hou e 
in everal place , forming parts of the 
wall , with ferns mosse and lichens 
growing on them a vigo1·oosly a 
out ide. The uppor and the beams 
in ide are the natura1 logs of the 
white and yellow birch, with the bark 
on, the bark of the latter hanging and 
producing a particularly plea ing ef
f ct. The tair tread are the ame 
logs split, the flat side uppermost. 

The bedsteads, window frames, mir
ror frames, door handles, etc., are 
formed of smaller limbs, while the 
great chandelier of ten light is con
structed of white birch limbs, and the 
lamp hade of bi.t'ch bark. The huge 
double fire place and· chimney which 
will take five foot logs, i built of co -
ble stones. The main fireplace is in 
the large as embly room, while back 
of it is another on the main porch. 
The chimney rests on solid rock. The 
south wall of the kitchen is formed 
of one of the big boulders, as will be 
seen in the cut, at the left. The iron 
door latches and hinges are hammer
ed by hand by a blacksmith. 

There are nine bedrooms, a bath room, a 
men's room and a woman's room, ample 
toilet facilities, a writing room, a large as
sembly room occupying the whole of the 
second floor, 24 by 45 feet, a kitchen 16 by 
32 feet, a pantry, a front porch 16 by 45 
feet, and above this a sleeping porch which 
will accommodate twenty. Most of the 
sleeping rooms have two beds, in some cases 
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placed one above the other. Sewerage is 
provided by a cesspool, well away from the 
building. The house and surroundings are 
ligMed by a Delco electric lighting system 
of its own. Pure spring water is piped from 
a point on the mountain, ·across the pass. In 
addition to the fireplaces, the building is 
supplied with a pipeless furnace, for cold 
weather use. The house is well and fitting
ly furnished with rustic settees, hickory 
and splint bottom chairs and other furni
ture to correspond. The beds are furnished 
with mattresses and blankets of excellent 
quality. The kitchen is equipped with a 
huge double range, and an ample supply of 
the best cooking utensils, silverware and 
Wedgwood china. Meals will be served in 
the main room, and also on the porch. Be
sides the clubhouse there is a garage ac
commodating ten cars, an insulated ice 
house and a woodshed. 

The location could not be equalled on the 
Long Trail, being midway between the 
Massachusetts line and Johnson. The house 
faces the rocky cliff, towering 500 feet 
above, known as Deer's Leap. Here, in some 
tremendous convulsion of nature ages ago, 
the face of the mountain was split off and 
fell into the valiey below, where it was 
broken into the great boulders which now 
abound there. Interesting caverns have 
been discovered where these boulders have 
fallen together and on top of each other, 
and have been explored by the Club, wires 
run thru them and bridges and ladders 
placed where needed, so it is now quite 
feasible, with the aid of flashlights and 
considerable wriggling and squirming in 
the narrow passages, to go thru them. 
Pico Mountain towers above the house, and 
Killington Peak is six miles distant, Pico 
Pond a mile and a half, Noyes Pond five 
miles, and Mt. Carmel ten miles to the 
north. The elevation of the house is 2180 
feet, and it is directly on the Long Trail. 
A few rods distant, north of the highway, 
is the cabin called Pico Lodge, built this 
season by the Killington section of the Club, 
with its natural boulder fireplace in front, 
and bunks inside for 24 lodgers. Altogether, 
there are at present sleeping accommoda
tions for over 60. 

This Clubhouse, which Allen Chamber
lain in an illustrated article in the Boston 

Transcript calls a "camp de luxe", and 
Prof. W. S. Monroe says is "without doubt 
the most luxurious mountain lodge in the 
world", was made possible by the muni
ficent generosity of Mortimer R. Proctor of 
Proctor, Vt., one of the trustees of the Club, 
a former president, and always its gener
ous supporter, who furnished the funds to 
build the house, and of his mother, Mrs. 
Fletcher D: Proctor, who gave the furnish
ings. Others without whose assistance the 
project couid not have been carried to suc
cess are the Vermont Marble Company, 
owner of the land, which has given the 
Club a ten-year lease of about seven acres, 
including the caverns and Deer's Leap; the 
architect, Paul W. Thayer, to whose ingen
ious skill and careful attention to every de
tail is due the unique character of the com
pleted whole, and the building committee, 
consisting of C. P. Cooper, W. M. Ross and 
W. M. Fay, and more especially the chair
man of the committee, President Cooper, 
who has given of his time and efforts with
out stint. 

The house was formally opened and dedi

cated Saturday, Dec. 1, by a public recep

tion. Over 200 were present during the 

afternoon and evening, and enjoyed dancing 

to the music of a five-piece orchestra, and 

a general good time. A buffet lunch was 

served. Eight of the trustees were present, 

most of them with their wives, also a rep

resentative of the new Jay Peak section 

of the Club. 

The Jay Peak Section. 
This latest addition to the Club is report

ed to have at present 23 members, with the 

following officers: 
President, F. B. Hammond, of North 

Troy. Secretary and treasurer, Mrs. John 

Cunningham of Newport. Chairman of 

Trail Committee, E. E. Currier. The Club 

looks to this section for important help in 

completing the Long Trail to the Canadian 

boundary, and hopes to find a much larger 

membership when the trail reaches Jay 

Peak next year. 


