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Preface and Acknowledgments
A Capital Section is the history of the Montpelier Section, one of fourteen local chapters of the
Green Mountain Club. It was written to mark the section’s fiftieth anniversary, and is one of several
celebratory projects undertaken by the 50th Anniversary Committee. Committee members were, in
alphabetical order: Mary Garcia, Ken Hertz, Nancy Jordan, Reidun Nuquist, Priscilla Page, Doris
Washburn, and Thomas Weiss; Priscilla served as chairperson.
I am indebted to her and the rest of the committee for their genuine interest in the history of the
Montpelier Section. I am especially grateful to Thomas and Ken for going through GMC records
at the Vermont Historical Society and back issues of the Long Trail News (LTN), locating and photocopying information about the Montpelier Section: for many years the LTN carried more news
than the section’s own newsletter, long a bare-bones outing schedule. Thomas and Ken’s diligence
made my job as section historian easier. I also want to thank Doris for collecting photographs from
section members and Mary for reproducing them.
What committee members collected in the way of photographs, records, newsletters, and clippings has been added to the Montpelier Section archives. Record keeping was seldom a section priority (probably true of many volunteer organizations), and the concerted efforts of the 50th Anniversary Committee will benefit future club historians. In our daily lives, we may be slaves to computers, cell phones, and digital cameras, but paper is still the only proven archival medium.
I also want to acknowledge my good friend Sally Sairs for an earlier attempt at writing the history
of the Montpelier Section. She served on the GMC Board of Directors during an aborted effort at
writing a clubwide history. Sally was one of the few who actually produced something.
Last but not least, I want to thank Doris, Priscilla, Eric Seidel, and Andrew Nuquist for reading
all or parts of the manuscript, Nancy Jordan for invaluable assistance with layout and production,
and Fred Jordan for scanning and editing the illustrations.
Reidun Nuquist
Montpelier, April 2007
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Chronology
Clubwide events are in italics.
1910
1917
1922
1930
1943
1950
1952
1955
1965
1969
1972
1977
1980
1981
1986
1987
1989
1990
1992
1993
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Green Mountain Club founded in Burlington
First Guide Book of the Long Trail published
Mount Hunger Section formed in Montpelier
Completion of Long Trail to Canada
Beginning of registration of LT end-to-end’ers
First Sterling Pond Lodge burns
Second Sterling Pond Lodge built
Gorham Lodge built
Barre Section formed
Montpelier Section formed
Staffed GMC office established in Rutland
Section hosts GMC annual meeting at Long Trail Lodge
Section hosts intersectional in Northfield
Second Sterling Pond Lodge burns
First Sterling Pond Shelter built
GMC office moves from Rutland to Montpelier
Watson Camp donated to GMC
Trail Talk launched
Long Trail Protection Fund established
LT re-located to Honey Hollow
Section operates without a president
Section bylaws adopted
GMC office moves from Montpelier to Waterbury Center
Section hosts GMC annual meeting in Waterbury Center
James P. Taylor Winter Series begins
LT returns to Bamforth Ridge
Section assumes responsibility of LT from Gorham
Lodge to Winooski River
A Trip Leader’s Handbook published
January Ice Storm
Uniform membership dues introduced
New York Section dissolved
David Morse memorial bench dedicated
Gorham Lodge damaged by snow and removed
Bamforth Ridge Shelter built
LT re-located to Elephant’s Head Trail
GMC’s South Barn burns
John Notte bench built at Duxbury Window
First Sterling Pond Shelter demolished
Montpelier Section’s 50th anniversary
Second Sterling Pond Shelter built
Second Century Campaign launched
V

Chapter 1
First Out:
Mount Hunger and Barre Sections
The Montpelier Section was not the first Green Mountain Club (GMC) chapter in central Vermont. In fact, it took several attempts before the club became firmly established in the area.
Mount Hunger Section
The Mount Hunger Section, formed in Montpelier in October 1922, was first to be organized.
Early officers are unknown, but in 1924-1925 they were President Robert Wilkinson, assistant
treasurer of Vermont Mutual Insurance Company; and Secretary and Treasurer Robert R. Pierce,
auditor of the Lane Manufacturing Company. In 1929 they in turn had been replaced by President
D. W. Gross, Acting Secretary Mortimer C. Pierce, and Treasurer Robert Wilkinson, all three employed by Vermont Mutual. The Montpelier connection was evident, and the section was in fact
sometimes referred to as just “Montpelier.”
While it existed, the Mount Hunger Section aimed to build a trail “from Montpelier over the
Middlesex Range, White Rocks, Mt. Hunger and Worcester Mountain to Elmore mountain,” as
well as to help extend the Long Trail to Canada.
The section was never large; in 1926 it had only sixteen members. Three years later it was already
ailing, even reported to be “in a state of coma,” although the secretary optimistically reported to The
Long Trail News that a membership drive was underway and that members had renewed their efforts
at trail building. But those must have been the last gasps, because the section disappeared soon
thereafter.
Barre Section
The Barre Section organized next with a charter dated April 19, 1952. The first officers were
President Lena Marcotte, Secretary Yvette Marcotte, Treasurer Winona Norrie (later Smith), Hiking Chairman Peg Jones, Program Chairman Janet Earle,
who was assisted by Hilmaine
(Hillie) Plante, and Trail
Chairman Marcel Trottier. The
section may have had a difficult
birth, because on September 21
it elected its third slate of officers that year at a meeting at Pigeon Pond.
The first Barre outing, led
by Pauline Deep, took place on
April 6, 1952. The destination
Mount Mansfield from Pleasant Valley, 2005.
Nancy Jordan
was Butler Lodge where members—contributing carrots, potatoes, and onions to the pot—enjoyed a beef stew. Thereafter, outings took place every two weeks. Potluck meals continued to be popular, and the section liked to
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dance (perhaps influenced by the many women leaders in the section?) as square dancing was often
on the program.
The following year, according to the Barre Section scrapbook, the president suggested that
“hikes be divided into Hares and Tortois [sic] sections. The Tortoises could start early, or take a
shorter route, or meet the hares at the end with a feed. The last, especially, should appeal to the
Hares.” This is an early mention of a tortoise or turtle hike, a concept that today is well established
within the Green Mountain Club.
By 1955 the Barre Section had a respectable fifty-eight members, but the swell was not to last. In
the words of Peggy Jones:
I fear it died when I left to seek my fortune in the ‘wild’ West of Wyoming. In between
there were grand times, and at least one of us (me) became an end-to-ender. We were a singing section. Maybe we were a bit windless on the climb, but let us stop a minute & there was
plenty of wind for song. We tried to help the Burlington section with some of the trail, but being
a largely female population we weren’t too dependable at that - (Is that a good excuse??). We
used to join the B. section at those Oyster Stew outings, coming up Nebraska Notch from the
East. It is to be hoped that the old Barre section members join their rival-town ‘preemies’[?]
on hikes and socials. The Montpelier section came soon after us—maybe we helped get them
started—and has proven much more stable.
In 1959 Treasurer Mrs. George R. Puente wrote to the GMC that Barre had not held an annual
meeting since 1956, having “been rather inactive, due primarily (I think) to a lack of male leadership.” She was going on an extended vacation and wanted to turn over to the club the section’s savings account of $60.81.
Any remaining members seem to have transferred to the Montpelier Section. To this day, the
section draws members from the Granite City as well as the other central Vermont towns.
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Chapter 2
The Beginning:
Birth of the Montpelier Section
The Barre Section did indeed assist in forming the Montpelier Section.
The chief catalyst, however, was Fred Field of Rutland, chairman of the GMC Section Service
Committee and a kind of traveling ambassador, who was present at the 1955 annual meeting of the
Barre Section at The White Gables on Washington Street. Barre President Pauline Calcagni presided at that meeting; the other local officers were Madeline Tomasi, Rena Gusmani, and Mildred
Halvosa.
Field showed “the Club’s slides” to the forty people present, with GMC President Craigue S.
Perkins doing the narration. Among those who saw the pictures were capital city residents Eugene
Bamforth, vice president of the GMC; Carl Smith, Frances Holmes, and Doris Newton.
Field had been busy since the previous fall, making contacts in Montpelier. In a report to the
Board of Trustees he wrote:
It seemed that there must be interest in the capital city of Vermont. In the past there had
been a Section there and if we could only find enough interested persons, it might be revived. . . . with the wonderful cooperation of Mr. Bamforth, Mr. [Marcus] McCorison,
[Kellogg-Hubbard] librarian, and Mr. Richard Pavolsky [Pasvolsky], recreation head of
Montpelier, we went ahead.. We were lucky in many ways, to mention a few: Mr. Pavlovsky was originally in Rutland; Mr. McCorison had been on the Trail and his father is a
member. Mr. Bamforth lives in the City. . . . The first really concrete connection we made
was at the Barre Section’s annual meeting . . . .
With names of prospective members in hand, Field and Perkins next spent a day in Montpelier
drumming up interest. On March 16, Field again drove up from Rutland, this time in a spring
storm, for an organizational meeting at the Kellogg-Hubbard Library which had club information
on display. With Field were President Perkins and his wife Mary, editor of The Long Trail News;
Perkins’s sister Vera; and Mr. and Mrs. Ray Catozzi. McCorison presided.
The evening brought results: “thirty-eight people signed a paper requesting permission from the
Green Mountain Club to form a Montpelier Section.” Mr. Field was pleased, reporting to the
Board of Trustees that “Everyone in Montpelier cooperated to their utmost, and so I know that will
be an active Section—they are so deeply interested.”
On April 16, 1955, the GMC Board of Trustees voted to accept the new section. At the annual
meeting on May 28, at the Long Trail Lodge in Sherburne Pass, the Montpelier Section was issued
its charter, but no one from the section was present to receive it. The following year Doris Newton
formally accepted the document on the section’s behalf. (The Montpelier Section charter is nowhere
to be found today.)
Although the section wears its name proudly—one wag has been known to call it “Mighty
Montpelier”—one may regret that it did not revive the name of the bygone Mount Hunger Section,
or call itself by another nearby mountain, such as Camel’s Hump. According to an early set of
GMC bylaws, local sections were to be known as:
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THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB
(name of local mountain) Section
at (name of place)
Following these directions, the Montpelier Section could have become “The Mount Hunger Section at Montpelier.” Alas, few sections have named themselves for Vermont mountains, and among
the current ones only four—Bread Loaf, Killington, Laraway, and Sterling—come to mind. Instead, like Montpelier, sections have chosen to identify themselves with the city or town where most
of their members live, an understandable development but one that some members regret.
First Members and Officers
Among the charter members of the new section were: Dr. and Mrs. Maynard Bryant, Mr. and
Mrs. Wallace Cady, Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Corker, Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Farnsworth, Miriam
Fitts, Ellen Hebblethwaite, Frances and Henry Holmes, Mildred Howes, Louise Hutchinson,
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus McCorison, Doris McKenna, Phyllis Murphy, and Doris Newton.
For many years the section elected only three officers: president, secretary, and treasurer. The
first president was Harlan R. Farnsworth of 2 Liberty Street, a young mathematics teacher at
Montpelier High School. Harlan’s wife, Doris (Brown) Farnsworth who died in 1974, was also active, and he remained dedicated to the section until his death in 1999. Harlan’s second wife, Esther
(Havens) Farnsworth, became and still is a key member.
Little is known about Ellen Hebblethwaite, an office assistant who lived at 25 Liberty Street, and
was elected secretary. Treasurer Frances E. Holmes, on the other hand, was a pillar of the section
for many years, held several offices, including that of president, and led numerous outings. She
worked as a clerk at National Life Insurance Company and lived in 1955 at 130½ State Street with
her parents. Her father, Henry, was also in the section. When Frances passed away, she bequeathed
substantial sums of money to the Green Mountain Club and the Kellogg-Hubbard Library.
Eugene L. Bamforth of 6 Franklin Street was an early prominent member of the club and section. In 1955 he was, as already mentioned, vice president of the GMC, serving on the club’s Board
of Trustees until stepping down from un uncompleted term in 1957. Gene was a tireless trail worker
through the 1930-1960s, especially on the northern flank of Camel’s Hump that bears his name. He
seems to have been something of a loner, preferring to hike by himself. An engineer from New York
State, he retired to Vermont, settling in Montpelier. His personal papers are at the Vermont Historical Society. (For more about Gene, Frances, and Harlan, see the chapter Section Giants.)
Another distinguished member during the first two years was Marcus McCorison, then of 33
Court Street, and well-known among Vermont librarians, bibliographers, and historians. In 1955 he
was head librarian of the Kellogg-Hubbard Library; the library parking lot became the regular
gathering place for section outings. Marc soon left the city to become rare books librarian at Dartmouth College, later enjoying a distinguished career as director of the American Antiquarian Society
in Worcester, Massachusetts. When contacted as the only known surviving charter member of the
section, Marc said he had few memories of his short stay in Montpelier.
Earliest Outings
Initially, hikes were planned by an appointed committee, and scheduled for every two weeks. The
inaugural outing took place on April 2, 1955, when twenty-five adults and children met for a sugaron-snow party at Morse’s Sugar House on County Road. (This event was recreated at Morse’s, fifty
years later to the day, as part of the section’s fiftieth anniversary celebration.) Later sugar parties
were held at the Joslin farm on Upper Terrace Street, the last dairy farm within city limits; one party
there attracted eighty(!) people.
What else we know of activities of the section’s first months is found in what the editor of The
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Frances Holmes, Betsy and David Morse. Sugar-on-snow party,
Joslin Farm, 1967.
Doris Washburn

Long Trail News for February 1956 termed “a splendid report” by Harlan Farnsworth. It is worth
reproducing most of it as it provides a good summary of events:
On May 7th, sixteen hikers in two groups climbed up toward the Appalachian Gap. One
group hiked in the Molly Stark Mt., Baby Stark, and Beaver Meadow area, and the second
group followed the Long Trail south. The day was crisp, clear and warm when in the direct
sun. Several pictures were taken.
Starting at Lincoln Gap on May 21st, thirteen hikers went in to Battell Shelter and
found the going rather rough. (We understand this has been cleaned up.) Three hikers stayed
at the shelter and the rest of the party went on to Mt. Abraham.
For a pleasant afternoon hike, on June 5th, thirty members came at their own leisure to the
top of Mt. Elmore. Picnic suppers were enjoyed at the State Park picnic grounds.
A Mystery Hike to the lower slopes of the east side of Camel’s Hump was another June
hike enjoyed by thirteen members. Walking through farm land as well as wooded areas, resting by fast flowing streams, investigating an old farm site, and following old roads all added
up to a very pleasant day.
In July, eleven members hiked up to the lookout tower on Scragg Mountain. It was a beautiful, clear day and the ranger pointed out many places of interest that we could see from the
tower. August 6. There were only four hikers for this memorable hike up to Jay Peak. The
first part of the hike followed the old Montgomery Center road from the east side to Jay camp.
For the most part, we were ankle deep in mud and three to five feet deep in nettles. The water at the spring was very sparse and not at all clear. After lunch at Jay camp, which is a
very complete and closed shelter, we hiked along the Long Trail to the Old Camp turn off,
where we left our packs while we went on up to Jay Peak. The trail up from the camp was
clear, dry, and shady. Unfortunately, there was more haze on this hike than we had to date,
and we could just barely make out Mt. Mansfield’s chin only twenty-five miles south. Even
the immediate valleys were fuzzy. The hike down to the old Camp was from 60 to 30 degrees
and the lower we descended, the wetter the trail became. We followed an old logging road
from the Old Camp site back to where we left the car.
Harlan R. Farnsworth
Already, we see mention of section destinations, such as Mount Abraham, Mount Elmore, and
Camel’s Hump—and the perennial Mystery Hike—that have remained popular to this day.
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Chapter 3
With Shovels, Axes, Saws:
Maintaining the Long Trail
Smugglers’ Notch Area
Initial Trail Responsibilities
The Green Mountain Club is first and foremost a trail club, and the local chapters are known as
sections because they maintain assigned sections of the Long Trail.
In his first report to The Long Trail News, Harlan Farnsworth observed that the Long Trail was
“rather rough” from Lincoln Gap to Battell Shelter and that section members found ankle-deep
mud and nettles on their way to Jay Peak. He makes no mention of trail work or work hikes in his
report. Nor does the earliest extant outing schedule list such work, although it covers late May and
early June, traditional trail-clearing months.
Editions of the Guide Book of the Long Trail tell which GMC sections are responsible for which
sections of the LT. The Montpelier Section made its first appearance in the 1956 guidebook, but
just in the preface. It was not until the sixteenth edition came out in 1960 that it was listed as an official maintainer of the LT, with responsibility for the section from “Smugglers’ Cave” to Chilcoot
Pass. The Sterling Section claimed the nearby Whiteface, Chilcoot, and Beaver Meadow Trails,
while the Mount Mansfield Company took care of the trail around Sterling Pond.
We do know, however, that the Montpelier Section was temporarily assigned a Sterling Section
stretch of the LT as early as June 2, 1956, when the GMC Board of Trustees met. Sterling was then
at a low ebb, and Ted Goddard made a motion that the club president “be authorized to assign the
Sterling Section’s trail, or such parts thereof as are necessary, to the Montpelier Section.” The motion passed. (At the same meeting Gene Bamforth suggested that a committee study the whole trail
system and determine the responsibilities of each section.)
This temporary trail assignment suggests that the section performed some trail work as early as
1956-1957, although details are hard to come by. In a “Montpelier Section Report” in the August
1957 issue of The Long Trail News, then President Frances Holmes stated: “I feel that we should do
our share of Trail work, and if a portion of Trail is assigned to us, I will try to get our able-bodied
members together.” Were section volunteers perhaps waiting for a permanent trail assignment to
motivate them?
The first mention of performed trail work is from May 30, 1958. Howard Bloom described “a
good work trip” from Smugglers’ Notch to Sterling Pond with five club members participating:
“We found the trail in very good condition, and probably had to cut up and remove no more than a
dozen trees.”
Smugglers’ Notch to Chilcoot Pass
The Montpelier Section then was finally and officially in charge of the Long Trail from Route
108 in Smugglers’ Notch north to Chilcoot Pass, including the second Sterling Pond Lodge, built
in 1950 by the Long Trail Patrol for the Sterling Section. Montpelier’s assigned section of the LT
was 4.9 miles long.
From 1966 on, according to that year’s Guide Book, the section’s responsibilities also encom6

passed the Elephant’s Head Trail. This side trail to the
LT was scouted by Fred Mould and cut by Roy Buchanan and the Long Trail Patrol in 1935. It originally
ran up from Barnes Camp on the Stowe side of the
Notch—before the trailhead was moved up the road to
the state picnic area—past Elephant’s Head Cliff to
Sterling Pond, a distance of another 3.6 miles. If we
count the Sterling Pond Trail, another side trail that circles the small body of water and which has usually been
maintained by the Montpelier Section, we add another
0.8 miles. In all, the young section had 9.3 miles of trail
and one lodge to maintain. Section members went at it
with enthusiasm and energy. Seasonal work hikes in
Smugglers’ Notch quickly became regular events on the
Trail workers Marion Gorham, Dick Babcock, and David
outing schedule, and remain so to this day.
Otis. Sterling Pond Trail, May 1966. Doris Washburn
In June 1963, according to The Long Trail News,
Harlan Farnsworth led a work party of ten volunteers. They divided into two groups, one clearing
the Long Trail and cleaning out Sterling Pond Lodge “which we found in good condition this
year,” the other taking care of the Elephant’s Head Trail.
The following year, an impressive twenty-five workers showed up. Some made minor repairs to
the lodge, while others re-blazed the LT around Madonna Mountain.
In 1966 work was hampered by hip-deep snow in late May; in 1971 the walk-through was postponed until June 20 because of heavy winter snow. Today’s trail workers occasionally face similar
conditions. Then as now, most of the work was done in late spring and early summer.
The first mention of a late fall work party dates from November 1967 when volunteers
“eliminated one small section of the Trail which seemed to confuse people so that for the most part
the Long trail follows the Drifter and Chilcoot ski trails over Madonna Mountain. I should say,”
wrote section reporter Marion Gorham in The Long Trail News, that “the ski trails follow the Long
Trail since the Long Trail was there first.” This work hike may have included cleaning the waterbars of dead leaves, although such fall practice seems not to have become routine until much later.
1975 saw major work around Sterling Pond. Keeping the LT dry in the low-lying area near the
pond was always a problem—exacerbated by
heavy tourist traffic from Stowe resorts and by
the local population of beavers who showed no
consideration for the trail. Each spring volunteers would lay down more “corduroy paving”
across the standing water. Finally, at a section
planning meeting members decided the time
had come to re-locate the trail.
Jon Sairs, son of Trustee Sally Sairs and
summer caretaker at Sterling Pond Shelter,
scouted and marked a new route across higher
ground. David Morse became the leader of the
relocation party, which counted Sally, Doris
Trail workers. Sterling Pond beaver dam, 1982.
Washburn, Robert and Wendy Hamilton, and
Andrew Nuquist:
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. . the work party was able to go right in with shovels, axes, saws and pruning shears.
The handsaws went in first, removing the biggest obstacles; then came other tools, in teams
or alone, to smooth the trail floor and cut off obstructing branches. After a long morning of
hard work the Long Trail had a new location on top of the ridge instead of down the side
as before, all neatly denoted by a string of white blazes. (LTN, November 1975)
Good weather was never a guarantee for work days. In 1981 a drizzle began before the trailclearing breakfast in Smugglers’ Notch had ended. As workers set out—some on the Long Trail,
others on Elephant’s Head Trail—the drizzle turned to heavy rain. By mid-day, members were
soaked through several layers of clothing to the skin. But no one quit until the day’s work was done.
Elephant’s Head Trail
Working on the Elephant’s Head Trail, you either loved it or hated it! It was difficult for volunteers to remain neutral about the blue-blazed side trail from the state picnic area in Smugglers’
Notch to Sterling Pond. At the outset, it crossed the West Branch of Little River where you might
start the work day by getting your feet wet. Then it ‘slabbed’—a favorite verb of LT guidebook
writers—the ridge south of Spruce Peak. Up and down it meandered, over exposed roots and slippery rocks. There were always trail erosion and muddy spots that would not drain. Occasionally,
land slides gashed the mountainside and buried the trail under rock and gravel. Painted blazes never
seemed to last, frequently having to be re-done—for instance in 1965 and again in 1967. If you ever
spilled your paint can, you did it here, tripping over an exposed root.
Being assigned work on the Elephant’s Head Trail, seemed like banishment to some. You knew
you would spend the whole day forcing the trail into some semblance of shape, and probably be the
last person to return to the parking lot. Your chief reward was the short spur trail above the Elephant’s Head rock formation: from there you could see the steep cliffs in the Notch and towering
Mount Mansfield opposite. (In recent years, this trail has been closed in spring and early summer to
protect nesting peregrine falcons, which have made a successful comeback in Vermont.)
At its 1992 annual meeting, the section voted to put the Elephant’s Head Trail up for adoption,
to the relief of some section members.
Smugglers’ Notch Breakfasts
For many years, volunteers prepared hearty breakfasts in Smugglers’ Notch for the spring walkthrough. Volunteer cooks would arrive early, having left Montpelier at 7:30 A.M. Once in the
Notch, they set up Coleman stoves, started coffee, heated frying pans, and set the picnic tables. By
the time the rest of the members staggered in, bleary-eyed, at 8:30 A.M., the picnic area would
smell invitingly of coffee, orange juice, milk, bacon, scrambled eggs, toast, and pancakes.
The biggest draw, however, was Sally Sairs’s sticky buns, an indescribable gooey concoction of
flour, brown sugar, cinnamon, and nuts. They were high octane fuel for a day of physical labor.
Sally’s recipe was a secret but contained whole wheat flour; the buns could therefore pass as ‘health
food’ for those who worried about such things.
Frequent cooks, besides Sally, were Doris Washburn, Esther and Harlan Farnsworth, Ann Burcroff, and Andrew and Reidun Nuquist. One trail worker remembers being impressed by how fast
the cooks could clean the picnic tables, put leftovers and pots away, and be ready to join the work
hike.
The popular free trail breakfast, underwritten by the section, was by reservation. It attracted good
crowds through the 1970-1980s. Thirty volunteers showed up as late as 1992. But during the mid1990s the breakfast tradition gradually died out. More and more, workers showed up claiming they
had ‘already eaten.’ These were discouraging words for the cooks, who eventually stopped cooking.
There were at least two breakfasts in a different location than Smugglers’ Notch, namely in the Bol8

ton Falls picnic area after the section began
working on Bamforth Ridge; one attracted a
large crowd. With the end of the breakfast, a
tasty ritual—and a good incentive for trail
work—died.
Smugglers’ Notch Area Today
Starting in 1999, the GMC and the
Montpelier Section put time and effort into
the Sterling Pond Management Plan for the
Smugglers’ Notch. Issues of concern in this
heavily used area included the location of the
LT relative to Sterling Pond, shoreline restoTrail breakfast. Bolton Falls, 1996.
ration, day use management, environmental
education, optimal overnight use and configuration, and trail access from Route 108.
In September 2001, the GMC Board of Directors voted to re-locate the Long Trail through the
Notch to the Elephant’s Head Trail, thus eliminating the road walk on busy, twisty, and narrow
Route 108. The rerouting and some trail improvements took place in October 2002; more, including the building of steps and puncheons, followed in 2003. The current adopters of the re-located
LT are Bill Clark and Ken Hertz.
The name Elephant’s Head Trail now refers only to the short segment south of Sterling Pond,
between Sterling Pond Shelter and Snuffy’s Trail. What used to be the Long Trail from Smugglers’
Notch to Sterling Pond has been re-named the Sterling Pond Trail and has been blue-blazed as a
side trail to the LT. For other changes in this area, see the chapter Homes on the Trail.
Camel’s Hump

A Presence on Camel’s Hump
The Long Trail from the Winooski River to Lincoln Gap was laid out by Professor Will Monroe of the New York Section and is known as the Monroe Skyline. It is a spectacular section, designed to take advantage of as many views as possible. Hikers coming down the northern flank of
Camel’s Hump by Gleason Brook—today’s Bamforth Ridge—were rowed across the Winooski
River at Bolton.
According to Long Trail guidebooks the trail was re-located over Robbins Mountain in the
1960s, making the ridge trail a side trail. The shift allowed hikers to cross the river on foot via the
Jonesville bridge. After a Christian radio station (WGLY) added a transmitter to the Robbins airplane beacon in 1986, the LT had to be moved again, this time a bit further east to Honey Hollow,
further away from the bridge. After new housing in Jonesville encroached on the trail, it was at last
returned in 1995 to Bamforth Ridge—where Professor Monroe had first placed it. Today’s hikers
have a 3.2 mile road walk to the Jonesville bridge.
When the Montpelier Section was formed in 1955, the New York Section was maintaining the
Long Trail on Camel’s Hump. As the years passed, however, the New Yorkers’ ties to Vermont became tenuous. Most members lived too far away to come north for routine trail work. Gradually,
their main focus shifted to activities around Camp Thendara in Harriman State Park, New York.
With this development, the New York Section decided in 1989 to give up the side trail on Bamforth Ridge for a two-year trial adoption to the Montpelier Section. Montpelier was growing, its
members lived relatively close to Camel’s Hump, and, most importantly, it had dynamic trail workers who knew they were responsible for fewer miles than other sections. Montpelier was ready to
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take on more. The first work hike on the ridge, what Trails and Shelters Coordinator David
Shepard labeled “a get acquainted hike,” took place on June 3.
At its 1992 annual meeting, the Montpelier Section voted to also take responsibility for the Long
Trail in Honey Hollow, from Duxbury Road to Gorham Lodge. According to Eric Seidel, this allowed “us to maintain, in conjunction with the Bamforth Ridge Trail, an important loop on Camel’s
Hump.”
When the LT returned to Bamforth Ridge, the Long Trail Patrol with help from the Montpelier Section moved and rebuilt some segments of the trail. The access was from a new trailhead, 200
feet west of the former Bamforth Ridge trailhead, with parking for fifteen cars, courtesy of the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. With the appearance of the 1996 edition of the
Long Trail guidebook, the Montpelier Section finally assumed its official role on Camel’s Hump.
Sadly, the New York Section, one of the club’s oldest and most significant, left the Green Mountain Club in 1999 when the Board of Directors accepted its dissolution. An era had ended.
Bamforth Ridge: Duxbury Road to Gorham Spring
The Long Trail section from Duxbury Road, frequently referred to as River Road, to Gorham
Spring (Gorham Lodge was removed in 2001) is 5.5 miles long. It is a dramatic and arduous approach to Camel’s Hump: from the Winooski River at 400 feet the trail climbs to the top of the
Hump at 4,083 feet, the biggest elevation gain anywhere on the LT. Camel’s Hump, within
Camel’s Hump State Park, is unique in that it is the only undeveloped peak over 4,000 feet in Vermont.
Approaching Bamforth Ridge, the trail crosses Gleason Brook, spanned by a sturdy bridge constructed by the On Top School in 1994. Above the brook is a very long ditch—nicknamed The Big
Dig by one section member and the Chinese Ditch by another—
which helps keep the trail dry. It must be cleaned of leaves every
fall and spring, a job that requires several volunteers.
Once it leaves Gleason Brook, the LT climbs the hillside in several switchbacks with waterbars before it reaches Duxbury Window
lookout. Here a bench invites the trail worker to take a break and
enjoy the view of the Winooski Valley and Bolton Mountain opposite.
Above the Window the trail passes Spruce Knob with more
views, via ‘banister ledge.’ The GMC once installed a useful cedar
banister here, later removed by the Department of Forests, Parks
and Recreation.
When the trail worker gets this far, most of the waterbar work is Rick Molz and Ruth Hare., Bamforth
Ridge, 2004.
done. But there are other challenges ahead, including some boggy
areas. In 1990, Trails and Shelters Coordinator Brenda Clarkson led a section work crew above the
Knob. According to Brenda, they
placed about 15 rocks along the edge of a mudhole about 1.75 miles up from the River Road.
A rock carrier was built from large saplings and rope. Everyone soon learned when a rock
that was dug up was too big to move! The crew working in the mudhole got quite dirty but no
one seemed to mind. The trail is now much improved and only time will determine how well
the job was done.
In recent years, the section has built hemlock puncheons across this and other muddy spots between Spruce Knob and Gorham Spring. The puncheon lumber was flown in with the helicopter lift
of building materials for Bamforth Ridge Shelter. That year the section surveyed, cleared, and blue10

blazed a 0.2 mile spur trail to the new shelter—2.7 miles from the Duxbury Road trailhead.
The Long Trail on Bamforth Ridge has been adopted by volunteers: in 2005 section members
Andrew and Reidun Nuquist maintain the lower section and Stephen Titcomb of Richmond the upper section. The Green Mountain Club’s long-range plan for the area includes elimination of the
Duxbury Road walk from the trailhead to Jonesville Bridge. In 2002 while the bridge was being replaced, volunteers operated a van service by way of Richmond to get through-hikers across the Winooski.
The Burlington Section maintains the LT north of the river.
Trail Work Elsewhere on the LT

1998 Ice Storm
Once in a while a powerful storm creates such havoc on the trail that an extraordinary effort is
needed to clear it. Such a major turbulence was the January 6, 1998, ice storm: some compared its
damage to Vermont forests to that of the 1938 hurricane.
The Long Trail was affected from the Lye Brook Wilderness to the Canadian border, particularly at mid-elevation above 2,000 feet between Killington and Camel’s Hump. Hardwoods like yellow birch, maple, and beech snapped like match sticks, or bent into the frozen snow, creating hazards for work crews.
The GMC hired Seth Coffey, a former Long
Trail Patrol leader, as Ice Damage Coordinator to
assess the destruction and coordinate the cleanup. A
record number of club members—and nonmembers—responded to appeals for help. The
Montpelier Section did its share under the leadership of Trails and Shelters Coordinator Eric Seidel
who led special work parties and not just on the section’s own lengths of trail. One group cleared the
LT north from Hazen’s Notch to Buchanan Mountain, another worked south from Appalachian Gap
Eric Seidel addressing volunteers. Hazen’s Notch, 1998.
to the Jerusalem Trail intersection. Montpelier-led
volunteers donated 523 hours of labor and 135 hours of travel time.
Incredibly, by National Trails Day in June the Long Trail was generally passable. But reminders
of the ice storm still exist seven years later, in the form of broken and bent tree tops along the trail.
Trail Work Beyond the LT
As the GMC has an interest in hiking trails throughout the state, so does the Montpelier Section
keep an eye on trails beyond the LT, especially those in its own backyard.
Almost from the section’s inception, members have volunteered their labor in the Worcester
Range, also known as the Hogbacks. This chain, running northeast from Waterbury and the Winooski River, includes White Rock Mountain, Mount Hunger (3,586’), Hogback Mountain,
Mount Worcester (3,293’) and Elmore Mountain (2,608’), as well as Stowe Pinnacle (2,651’). It is
the area of the Putnam State Forest where all land above 2,500 feet is a designated Natural Area,
protected from development.
The closest access from Montpelier is on the Worcester side, and this is where section volunteers
have worked most often. In the November 1958 Long Trail News, section member Howard Bloom
wrote of a hike on Mount Hunger:
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To add to the fun, we discovered a very well marked, white-painted blazed trail all the way
to the summit. A real mystery—who did it? Not our Section. Could it have been the Burlington Section? It wasn’t there last spring. No reward, but our thanks to any reader who will
let us know.
The work could have been done by Gene Bamforth. According to his friend Donald Wallace of
Northfield, the Worcester Range was one of Bamforth’s favorite haunts. During the 1950-1960s he
pretty much single-handedly maintained the trails on White Rock, Hunger, and Worcester, and
scouted the ridge trail from Hunger to White Rock—this in addition to his extensive work on
Camel’s Hump and elsewhere.
Following Bamforth’s death in 1970, the Montpelier Section scheduled regular work hikes on
Mount Hunger. The 1973-1974 annual report describes blazing and trail clearing “to the summit
of Mt. Hunger and over to White Rock. More work on the White Rock Trail has been planned for
the coming summer.” In 1975 the section cleared and blazed both sides of Hunger.
During the great hiking boom of the 1970s, there was a conscious effort to steer some of the traffic away from the Long Trail and onto trails elsewhere, including the Worcester Range. In 1976 the
district forester responsible for the Worcester Range, Conrad Motyka, was invited to the section’s
annual meeting, where he described his own work and suggested ways that the section could help.
Cooperation between the state and the section resulted in a renewed focus on Mount Hunger. Section members built a waterbar for a private property owner on the east side of the mountain on one
outing; fourteen volunteers showed up for another.
In recent years, the section’s formal efforts in the Worcester Range have waned, but individual
members have picked up the slack. Jim and Marie McWilliam adopted the Worcester Trail in
2002. In their opinion the trail between Hunger and Worcester is “one of the most beautiful and
challenging” in Vermont. John Buddington, a former section trails and shelters coordinator, has
been the adopter for the Middlesex Trail on Mount Hunger since 1999, shortly after the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation initiated its adopter program. Another former coordinator,
David Shepard, takes care of the Bob Kemp Trail between Hunger and White Rock. (The trail is
named for a Middlesex resident who was run over by a car in 1981.)
From time to time, Forest, Parks, and Recreation has hired GMC trail crews to work in the
Worcester Range, especially for the building of rock steps.
Elsewhere in central Vermont, section members have worked on a cross-country ski trail in Berlin which they used on Tuesday nights, they have kept open winter trails in Groton State Park; and
they have brushed the East Montpelier Trail for winter and summer use. In 2002, Reidun Nuquist
initiated an annual spring work day—in advance of the LT walk-throughs—in the Montpelier
parks, providing members with an opportunity to give back to the city’s generous 400-acre park
system that they use year-round.
Trail Workers
Rain or shine, the turnout for trail work in past years was often impressive. Given that membership in the Montpelier Section did not reach sixty until 1981, having ten or more members show up
for a work hike was significant, and showed that the section took its obligations seriously.
Today, with section membership above 300, the turnout for work parties has alas not increased
proportionally. The decline began at least a decade ago. In the March 1996 issue of Trail Talk (TT)
Eric Seidel lamented that “volunteerism has fallen on hard times:”
As Montpelier Trails and Shelters Coordinator, I have witnessed a decline in participation
in work outings, and it is a story I hear from my peers in other Sections and from the main
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club as well. I had the dubious distinction of being the only person to show up for the walkthough in Smuggler’s Notch last fall.
It is difficult to know why trail workers have become scarce. One problem is that many members
see the GMC as an outing club first and a trail club second, when it should perhaps be the other
way around. It may be that the section membership is aging or that members, especially working
parents, have too many demands on their free time to volunteer. Whatever the reasons, it is too bad
that not more members discover the rewards of mucking on the trail! Many lasting friendships have
been made that way.
It must also be said that GMC members, section and at-large, turn out in impressive numbers
for special projects, such as the 1998 ice storm cleanup and the building of new shelters. Maybe it is
easier for members to commit themselves in the short term to a tangible project. Besides, one-time
construction projects carry a certain excitement that routine brushing and waterbar cleaning do not
have.
Some trail workers believe that work hikes should
not have to compete for attendance with recreational
outings scheduled for the same weekend. They argue
that our obligation to maintain the Long Trail comes
before anything else. While they realize that most members will probably never remove a deadfall tree or paint
blazes, they live in the hope that some may eventually
try if there are fewer competing outings on the schedule.
It is impossible to credit all who have worked on the
Roger Whitcomb, John Buddington, Lexi Shear, and Bill
Long Trail over the past fifty years. But certain names
McClintock. Bamforth Ridge Shelter site, 2002.
keep occurring: Dick Babcock, Dot Babcock, Eugene
Bamforth, Michael Chernick, Bill Clark, Harlan
Farnsworth, Marion Gorham, Ken Hertz, Allen Jacobs, Fred Jordan, Cindy Bigelow Lindemann,
Mary Jo Llewellyn, George Longenecker, Cynthia Martin, David Morse, Andrew Nuquist,
Reidun Nuquist, Bill Osgood, David Otis, Priscilla Page, Sally Sairs, Doris Washburn, and Thomas Weiss.
Special mention must be made of Montpelier’s dedicated, hard-working trails and shelters coordinators, including John Buddington, Brenda Clarkson, Paul Ohman, Eric Seidel, David Shepard,
and today’s Duncan Wilkie, who all served for several years. Brenda is the lone woman in this
group. When will she be joined by others? Trail work still seems to remain mostly the domain of the
male gender.
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Chapter 4
Homes on the Trail:
Section Shelters
On Sterling Pond
Today’s Sterling Pond Shelter is the fourth structure on Sterling Pond, the highest elevation
pond, at 3,030 feet, of any size in Vermont. With a view to Mount Mansfield and plenty of water
for cooking and bathing, it is a natural stop for a backpacker. It is also a popular destination for day
hikers looking for a short climb with some rewards.
First Sterling Pond Lodge
The first building on the site was an enclosed cedar log cabin, built in 1926 for the Sterling Section by Fred Mould, a Morrisville granite manufacturer. The cabin had bunks for eight and a box
stove, and was rated “one of the best shelters on the trail” by the Long Trail guidebook. In 1938 it
was rebuilt by the Long Trail Patrol for $325.
When the lodge burned down in July 1950, it was the first a major fire loss for the Green Mountain Club. Incidentally, just one month earlier Mould had died at age eight-one, while climbing
Sterling Mountain with Eugene Bamforth.
Second Sterling Pond Lodge
The Long Trail Patrol, with help from Stowe ski pioneer Sepp Ruschp, built a new lodge the same year on the
same site. This then was the lodge that the Montpelier
Section inherited in the 1950s, when it assumed responsibility for the Long Trail north of Smugglers’ Notch from
the Sterling Section.
We may think of vandalism as a relatively modern phenomenon, but it has been a long-lasting problem at Sterling Pond, where fishermen, skiers, and others with limited cold-weather experience and equipment—and someDavid Morse and Cynthia Brady. Sterling Pond
times lack of common sense—often seek shelter. In AuLodge, 1967.
Marion Gorham
gust 1962, The Long Trail News reported of the lodge:
Upper bunks and table had been ripped out and burned for firewood, the stove had been
smashed, and the inside was a shambles. Section members on a trail-clearing hike cleaned it
out the best they could without a broom . . . .
The section decided to leave the lodge stove-less the following winter, to the disappointment of
two young hikers from Montreal who had stayed often at Sterling Pond. They told of being there
the previous Christmas with friends, taking “half hour watches during the night to keep the fire going” in a stove that did not draw well. (Expressing a desire to volunteer for the Green Mountain
Club, they were referred to club headquarters in Rutland.)
Things were not much better at the lodge in June 1967 when two section members hiked up to
the pond to work on the outhouse and found “the cabin nearly as messy as it was when they had
cleaned it out the week before. What’s the use?” they complained. Another time there was so much
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trash around the site that it filled a four-wheel drive truck and trailer.
Not all overnight guests behaved badly, however; once in a while the section was in for a pleasant
surprise:
The cabin at Sterling Pond was in excellent condition. It had last been used by 6 Future
Farmers of America from Craftsbury, Vermont, and they surely left it much better than they
found it. It fairly gleamed from picking up and sweeping and every essential supply was
carefully there.
In 1967 the much abused Sterling Pond Lodge needed repairs, which were undertaken by crew
chief Jack Harrington (he of Harrington’s Lookout on Bolton Mountain and former resident of
Montpelier) and the Long Trail Patrol. They floated the lumber across the pond, fixed the roof and
bunks, replaced some of the logs in front, and built shutters to replace the window panes. The building lasted another five years: in April 1972 some careless boys who were spending the night, lost
control of their gas stove and burned the lodge down.
First Sterling Pond Shelter
The Montpelier Section had had enough of an enclosed warming hut, and opted to replace it
with an open shelter. GMC’s Gardiner Lane negotiated with the Plant and Griffith Lumber Company and the Madonna Corporation for materials and delivery. The lumber was delivered to the
Madonna base lodge just before the 1972 intersectional at Mount Norris Scout Reservation in
Eden, in northern Vermont.
The Madonna Corporation brought the materials to the top of the chairlift. From there an army
of GMC members carried them to the construction site. Among the volunteers were Marion Codling, Randy Mead, George Pearlstein, Bob Poole, Dan Shortsleeves, and Chuck Waller. Roy Buchanan acted as general supervisor of the construction crew, which also counted section members
Dave Morse, Andrew Nuquist, Dave Otis, Jon and Chris Sairs, and Doris Washburn.
Doris remembers being assigned the
task of safely guiding the elderly Buchanan to the work site. Unfortunately,
when crossing the end of the beaver dam
at the pond’s outlet, he “hit his bald head
on the branch of a dead tree and got a 2”
gash!”
Much of the work on the shelter was
completed during the week of the Eden
intersectional; what remained was done on
the following two weekends. The section
inaugurated the new Sterling Pond Shelter
on September 23, 1972, with a cookout
Sterling Pond Shelter, 1972.
David Morse
and an overnight stay.
With an open and thus less inviting structure, serious littering and vandalism at Sterling Pond
decreased. The arrival of hired caretakers, and with them a conscious club effort to educate hikers
about “Carry In, Carry Out”—the forerunner to today’s Leave No Trace program—also helped.
The first caretaker at the pond was seventeen-year old Jim Pease who lived in the ski area warming hut from June 20 to September 3, 1973. Today, Jim looks back upon his summer as “an incredible leap of individual freedom and responsibility. It was an experience I will never forget and one
that I thoroughly enjoyed.” His duties included running the trails—he hiked down to Smugglers’
Notch and back every day—and interacting with the public. On the average he had seven hikers a
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night, considerably more than Sterling Pond has seen in recent years.
Jim enjoyed getting into the pond most days. “One had to watch out for leeches in the muddy
bottom. The resident beaver would always flap his tail when I swam, never liking the invasion of his
territory.” One day when he was hitchhiking to Stowe for supplies, he was picked up by Perry
Merrill, the legendary Vermont state forester, legislator, one-time Montpelier mayor, and father of
Montpelier Section member Ann Otis. Merrill told him how Sterling Pond was once “a great trout
fishery.”
Another early caretaker was Jon Sairs, son of Sally Sairs and a member of the Montpelier Section. He stayed at the pond with his dog Bert, still mourned by those who met the gentle canine.
In spite of the presence of caretakers, problems kept arising. On a visit in May 1981 section
members found the shelter and the surrounding area blighted by the usual post-winter rubbish: bottles, cans, and paper, enough to fill six plastic bags. The fold-down table had been ripped from the
wall and burned for firewood. In June members built and creosoted a new table as replacement.
In 1995 the roof was due for replacement. Trails and Shelters Coordinator Eric Seidel scheduled
the work for April 22:
At the shelter, there was still snow on the ground. As we carried the 90-pound rolls of
roofing from the top of the Smugglers’ Notch ski lift, we were certainly appreciative of Tim’s
[Tierney] efforts to get the materials to the top of the mountain for us. . . .
We set to work with enthusiasm to strip off the old, brittle roofing and began the task of laying down the new roofing felt and then the roll of roofing itself. Keeping people on the incline
of the roof with sleet falling called for lots of concentration, but we proceeded without mishap.
Holding those small roofing nails in wet and cold fingers was an effort. (TT, June 1995)
Maintaining the shelter was one challenge, keeping up with the smelly, overflowing privy was
another. In 1981, GMC Executive Director Harry Peet and the U.S. Forest Service devised a pilot
program to train club volunteers in maintaining a bin composter at Sterling Pond; later an identical
privy was installed at Watson Camp. David Morse, assisted by Fred Osborne, volunteered to adopt
the new outhouse, which meant checking the compost bin every two weeks during hiking season.
This was the first composting privy on the Long Trail. The experiment proved a success: Today
such outhouses are common on the Long Trail, and the GMC has set an example in privy design
that other trail clubs are adopting.
Second Sterling Pond Shelter
After thirty years of use, abuse, and heavy snow loads, the shelter showed its age. In 2003 a Sterling Pond Shelter Committee, chaired by Fred Jordan, was appointed to decide on a course of action. Sites further away from the pond were considered and rejected. While deliberations were ongoing, volunteers repaired the roof with tar paper and fixed the foundation.
In the end it was decided to tear down the shelter which was done in the fall of 2004, and to rebuild on the same site but with the new shelter facing away from the pond and prevailing wind and
precipitation. Again, materials were brought up by chairlift. Most of the construction took place in
August and September of 2005. Leaders for the project were Eric Seidel, Bill Clark, and Duncan
Wilkie, assisted by numerous volunteers—fifty-one in all—and especially Ken Hertz.
The result is a large open shelter with no built-in ‘furniture’ that can be ripped out for firewood.
Eventually, a long bench will be built along the back wall facing the pond, a place to sit, eat, and
watch the sunset. Two Vermont businesses gave generously to the cost of the shelter, Peregrine
Outfitters with $3,000 and Concept Two with $2,000; the Adirondack Forty-Sixers and Smugglers
Notch Resort also contributed. In addition, section member Nancy Schulz raised a substantial sum
with her 50/50 fund raising project.
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Sterling Pond Shelter dedication, 2005.

Nancy Jordan

The latest lodging at Sterling Pond was dedicated on September 25, 2005. On a cool, damp day
about fifty club members—including Jim Pease and his son—hiked up from Smugglers’ Notch for
a ceremony with cider and donuts and speakers. Section President Bill Clark, GMC Executive Director Ben Rose, and GMC President Andrew Nuquist thanked the many volunteers who helped
build the shelter. At the close of the ceremony, Clark gave the ‘key’ to the new shelter to its young
adopters Lia Van Dyke and Jordan Leach.
Watson Camp
Watson Camp, a few hundred feet to the north of Sterling Pond Shelter, is a 21x20’ former fishing camp with a
porch, serving as an annex to the shelter. It can accommodate sixteen overnight, and has been a place for seasonal
caretakers to stay.
Back in 1973, before the camp was donated to the
GMC, caretaker Jim Pease had an uncomfortable experience when
a man from St Albans came up to the pond and decided
to move into the then abandoned Watson’s Camp. The
man had a rifle and ammunition. Luckily I had several
Watson Camp.
Drawing by Duncan Wilkie
friends visiting at the same time. I finally got the nerve to
approach him and explain that the cabin was closed private property and that guns were illegal during the summer recreation season on the mountain. Eventually he did leave but it was
certainly a difficult time and I really had no help but my friends in dealing with it.
The camp and a quarter-acre of land were eventually given to the Green Mountain Club in 1979
by Thomas J. Watson, Jr., former board chairman of IBM, a major Vermont employer with a plant
in Essex Junction.
From the outset, feelings have been mixed about this frame cabin which looks inviting to some,
but does not fit anyone’s image of a traditional Long Trail lodge. Having accepted the building,
however, the GMC Board of Directors authorized immediate repairs to make it safe and convert it
into a less attractive open-front shelter. An ad hoc committee, consisting of Paul Wallace-Brodeur,
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Sally Sairs, and David Morse, and Coralie (Corky) Magoon from the Burlington Section, was appointed to decide what to do with it. Finding the structure generally sound, the committee recommended that it be maintained for use by Long Trail hikers and other visitors to Sterling Pond.
Hikers soon discovered that an open-fronted Watson was not a place where they wanted to stay:
rain and snow blew right in. After receiving complaints, the section moved quickly to install shutters
while leaving the pond-side porch intact.
As of this writing, the days of Watson Camp are numbered. A Sterling Pond Committee, appointed by section President Bill Clark and chaired by Fred Jordan, was asked to study the area and
its seasonal use. In a report in Trail Talk (Winter 2003-2004) the committee cited a decline in visitors at the pond: only 287 overnight stays in 2002 for combined Sterling-Watson. In January 2004,
the executive committee voted for the eventual closure of Watson. With the spacious new Sterling
Pond Shelter in place next-door, the need for the camp has clearly diminished. Besides, the land on
which Watson sits drains poorly, and runoff from the outhouse into Sterling Pond has long been an
environmental problem.

John Buddington and Eric Seidel with composting bin, 2000.
Thomas Weiss

UP HILL WITH A BOWL
Are you familiar with the Mother Goose nursery rhyme "Three Wise Men of Gotham"?
Three wise men of Gotham
Went to sea in a bowl;
If the bowl had been stronger
My song had been longer.
Following the Montpelier Section work hike in Smugglers’ Notch on October 28, I came up with
another version:
Six wise guys in Smugglers
Went up hill with a bowl;
If the wind had been stronger
It would be there no longer.
The 'guys' were Eric Seidel, John Buddington, and Bill Clark of the section's Trail and Shelters
Committee, and section volunteers Thomas Weiss, Andrew Nuquist, and me.
Our 'bowl' was a composting bin. It was white, huge, heavy, round, and slippery. According to
GMC Field Supervisor Pete Ketcham it had a diameter of 4.5 feet, was 3 feet high, and held 210
gallons. He estimated the weight to be 40-50 pounds.
Our wise guys alternated between calling it "the chamber pot," "the litter box," or just "the bucket."
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The bucket also had a big black lid with a nasty sharp edge, that weighed almost as much as the pot.
The work crew stopped at GMC headquarters, on the way from Montpelier to Smugglers’
Notch, to pick up the composting bin which had been ordered for the privy at Watson Camp. It was
early in the morning, and we were still rested and eager. But Eric turned slightly pale when he sized
up the bin, sitting innocently in the damp grass outside the Gameroff Hiker Center. “Wow,” he said
softly.
We managed to get the pot and lid onto the bed of Eric's pickup truck, and proceeded up the
grey, deserted Notch. There, the trees were covered in rime at higher elevations, and the cold wind
that had been a whisper in Montpelier, had changed to a roar. We struggled to put on the extra
clothing in our daypacks before our hands turned numb.
Our original plan for the work hike had been to clean out the waterbars between Smugglers’
Notch and Sterling Pond, and to build a drying rack for the compost at Watson. But our priority
was now to get the giant bucket and lid up the Long Trail.
First, we hitched two spare 1x3" wooden boards that Eric had in his truck under the lip of the
bin; these we tied together with rope to make a harness. Four of us started up the trail carrying the
bucket by the boards.
This seemed like an elegant solution until one of the boards broke not far from the parking lot.
With ingenuity we replaced it with one of the shovels we carried for trail work.
This time, we got almost to the top of the first set of stone steps out of the Notch before we capitulated: the ropes moved on the slippery plastic surface, the handles were shifting, and the trail was
clearly too narrow for the bucket and four coolies. We stood there in the wind—by now snowflakes
were whizzing by—staring with respect at the big white chamber pot and at the Long Trail, winding its way upward over roots and rocks. This was sheer folly! We would never succeed.
But we got the bucket to Watson. None of us wanted to admit defeat, so two of us carried the
bucket—sans handles and rope—above their heads up the trail. Since visibility was limited, constant
communication was needed: "I'm about to take a giant step over a rock! The trail turns to the right
here! We're stepping onto two slippery logs!" For those beyond the pot, it looked like a colossal
shiny puffball wobbling up the Long Trail.
If the pair with the bucket could feel the wind, it was also noticeable for the two who carried the
lid. At times, it felt like the giant Frisbee would take off above the trees in the direction of Smugglers Notch Ski Area. The sharp lid edge cut off circulation in the hands as we determinedly hung
on. The rear person who couldn't see his feet, was forced to memorize the immediate trail ahead, to
avoid tripping.
After one-hour-and-a-half, with frequent breaks, we could thankfully drop the lid and bucket in
the damp weeds next to the Watson Camp privy. We still had building materials to carry from the
top of the ski lift half a mile away. We had the drying rack to build, and the old privy compost bin to
shovel out. But that seemed mere routine work compared to our singular adventure with the monstrous chamber pot!
Reprinted from LTN, Spring 2001
Camel’s Hump

Gorham Lodge
When the Montpelier Section assumed responsibility for the Long Trail south of the Winooski
River, it also inherited the remote Gorham Lodge in a spectacular setting on the northern flank of
Camel’s’ Hump.
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Named for H. W. Gorham of the New York Section, it was built by the Long Trail Patrol in
1950. According to The Long Trail News, materials that could
not be salvaged from the tin huts in the Camel’s Hump
Clearing, such as roofing and a stove, had to be cut on site or
packed in the two-and-a-half miles from the site of Will
Monroe’s Couching Lion Farm (today the Monroe Trailhead and parking lot). The log structure with bunks for
twelve was re-built in 1981 by the patrol and volunteers.
The unusually heavy snows of 2000-2001 which broke
Shooting Star Shelter in the north, also destroyed Gorham
Lodge. It was found to be seriously listing and in peril of collapse. Signs were posted, saying the structure was unsafe and
closed to hikers. In the fall of 2001, members of the MontpeDavid Morse, Sean and Tom Conlon, Jeannie Cod- lier Section burned the lodge. Today, the lodge site is given as
ling, and Betsy Morse. Gorham Lodge, 1967.
Gorham Spring in the LT guidebook.
Doris Washburn

Buchanan Lodge/Wiley Lodge
Long-time members may remember yet another lodge on Bamforth Ridge. Buchanan Lodge,
named for Professor Roy Buchanan, was built by the Long Trail Patrol in 1949. A log-siding cabin
with shingle roof and bunks for twelve, it sat high above cascading Gleason Brook with its inviting
pools: the LT guidebook encouraged swimming.
Former GMC President Joe Cook and his wife Debbie were caretakers there in 1976. He remembers it as an idyllic spot. A few years later, according to Joe, the
wood stove was removed, but “the metal plate underneath the stove
was left behind. As I recall, during the winter some hikers (or nonhikers) were using the shelter and built a fire on the metal plate, and
that was the end of Buchanan Lodge.” Sitting only 0.8 miles from
the road, it suffered the fate of other too accessible lodges.
Buchanan was originally named Wiley Lodge for its donor, William O. Wiley of the New York Section, who also established a fund
for its upkeep. The name changed in 1964. That year a demonstration cabin built by the Burlington Section for the 1962 Button Bay
Girl Scout Roundup was dismantled, moved, and reassembled, unDoris Washburn. Second Wiley Lodge,
der the leadership of Don Wallace, on the re-located Long Trail
1971.
Doris Washburn
west of Bamforth Ridge. It became the second Wiley Lodge, and
the first then became Buchanan—not to be confused with Buchanan Shelter north of the Bolton
Notch Road on the other side of the Winooski River. The second Wiley, also too easy to get to,
burned on November 1, 1989.
Bamforth Ridge Shelter
With the 2001 loss of Gorham Lodge, backpackers were left with no place to stay between
Montclair Glen Lodge to the south and Duck Brook Shelter to the north, a distance of sixteen
strenuous miles. The GMC and the Montpelier Section wanted a replacement further north in a
more accessible location, and they wanted a frame structure that could be built by volunteers.
With Camel’s Hump in the Camel’s Hump Forest Reserve, cooperation from the Department of
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Forests, Parks and Recreation and the town of Duxbury’s Conservation Commission became crucial
in the decision making. The State expressed its preference for another log cabin, but eventually
agreed to a more manageable milled, cedar log lean-to. The State also had its own ideas about location, but after several scouting trips by John Buddington and other members of the Montpelier Section, it conceded to the section’s choice of ‘Boulder Ridge,’ where the shelter was finally built.
Although far down Bamforth Ridge from Gorham, the chosen location was still 2.7 miles uphill
from the road. On July 18, 2001, a helicopter dropped nine tons of building materials in a newly cut
forest clearing—next to the big boulder that gave name to the site. With the twenty-four loads of
numbered logs from Authentic Log Homes of Vermont which had cut the kit to order, came a big
tool box, generator, and ladder.
The shelter construction, led by Eric Seidel and Bill Clark with assistance from GMC staff
member Val Stori, took seven days over three weekends. Many volunteers from many sections, as
well as at-large club members, helped. Some brought tents and sleeping bags and camped at the site.
Volunteers also constructed the privy and three tent platforms, and cleared and blazed the new 0.2
mile access trail from the Long Trail. Later, the Long Trail Patrol built a path with stone steps
down to the water source, a modest brook that was dug out to make a deeper basin.
In naming the new structure Bamforth Ridge Shelter, the Montpelier Section respected the
popular name for the ridge, while honoring the great trail worker Gene Bamforth who spent much
time on Camel’s Hump. As Bamforth was a member of both the New York Section and its heir on
the Hump, Montpelier, the name seemed especially
appropriate.
The new 18x11 foot shelter was dedicated on September 22, 2002. Given the arduous hike in, two
ceremonies were held to accommodate everybody
who wanted to attend: one at the Gleason Brook
bridge in the morning and another at the shelter in
early afternoon.
A plaque on the shelter wall dedicates the lean-to
to longtime section members David Morse and
Harlan Farnsworth. Dave’s daughters Julia Heller
and Betsy Morse were present as were Dave’s longEric Seidel bolting plaque. Bamforth Ridge Shelter, 2002.
time hiking companion, Doris Washburn, and
Harlan’s widow, Esther Farnsworth. The damp day did not dampen the enthusiasm of the many
volunteers and staff members who showed up to admire the shelter, the first new GMC structure on
the Hump in half a century and the first shelter built by the section since 1972. Section President
Fred Jordan received his adopter’s ‘key’ as part of the ceremonies.
Memorial Benches
Morse Bench
There are only so many ways of honoring deserving GMC volunteers. One way is to build a
bench, a welcome rest-stop for weary hikers.
The oldest bench in the Montpelier Section’s bailiwick honors David Morse, a modest and
much revered section member. He was a trail worker, maker of trail signs, Thursday GMC office
volunteer, section officer, runner, hiker, paddler, cross-country skier, and snowshoer. (For more
about Dave, see the chapter Section Giants.) Built of spruce logs by Bob Lindemann of the Sterling
Section, Dave’s bench sits on the Allis Trail, a side trail to the Long Trail with a good view of
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Camel’s Hump. The plaque on the bench’s back rest reads,
In memory of David Morse (1914-1999).
May all who pass this way be inspired to love this land as he did.
Montpelier Section, Green Mountain Club,
September 2000.
(The sign was found vandalized in 2004 and replaced.)
The location for the bench is most appropriate. David was a long-time adopter of the Long Trail
south of Camel’s Hump, his favorite Vermont mountain. The vista from the Allis Trail was one that
he was particularly fond of.
Notte Bench.
The sturdy Notte bench was built by GMC staff members Ben Rose and Dave Hardy in 2003
of logs that were flown in with building materials for Bamforth Ridge Shelter. The heavy logs were
carried down the Long Trail from the shelter!
Located at Duxbury Window, the bench is a good resting spot for uphill hikers before they
tackle ‘banister ledge’ to Spruce Knob. The tree-framed view of the valley below is pleasing.
The bench is dedicated to Vermont hiker John Notte who died unexpectedly at age thirty-four.
His friends remembered him with a money donation to the club. The inscription on the plaque
reads:
In memory of:
JOHN “NUTSY” NOTTE
1965-1999
May you build a ladder to the stars
And climb on every rung,
May you stay forever young
GMC 2003
-Bob Dylan

View of Bolton Mountain from Notte bench, 2005.
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Chapter 5
For the Fun of It:
Outings
Outings Planning
For almost a century, the Green Mountain Club has been conducting the biggest free guiding
service in the state of Vermont. The trips are planned and led by section members, many of whom
were first introduced to the club through outings. (Since the GMC established the position of education coordinator, there have also been staff-planned and staff-led outings, where paying participants learn outdoor skills.)
The Montpelier Section has been leading recreational outings year round since its inception.
These—as well as the work hikes—are planned at quarterly meetings, more recently called membership/outing planning meetings, to underscore that they are inclusive forums for section business.
Current practice prescribes that following the meeting, the vice president and newsletter editor polish the trip descriptions for the outings calendar, which is published in the section newsletter, Trail
Talk, and on the Montpelier Section web site. Abbreviated descriptions appear in the clubwide calendar in the Long Trail News, on the GMC web site, and in the media.
The calendar year starts with snowshoeing and cross-country skiing. During mud season—
before the trails dry out—road walks are popular. Then it is on to spring and early summer with
hikes and bicycle trips. During the warmest months there are paddling trips on lakes and rivers, often with swimming and picnicking. The best months for hiking are September and October with
colorful fall foliage, comfortable temperatures, and no bugs. During hunting season, hikers hit the
roads again or walk recreation paths. With the arrival of the first snow, the annual merry-go-round
of trips starts all over again.
This chapter samples a half century of Montpelier Section outings. Detailed trip information
from the early years is sporadic and is best found in the section reports in The Long Trail News. Since
1987, trip leaders have filed trip reports with names of participants. Many reports are just lists of
names while others provide interesting, and sometimes entertaining, reading. The best reports have
long been excerpted in Trail Talk and most are now posted on the section web site. Paper copies are
filed in the section archives.
The Outings Year
Oyster Stew Hikes
Anyone who has been around for a while, has heard long-time section members tell of past oyster
stew hikes as something quite special. The oyster stew hikes took place on a weekend under or near
full moon in January or February, when oysters were readily available. The destination was always
the old Taylor Lodge which had a wood stove, necessary for heating a large pot of rich milk to just
the right temperature—scalding but not burned. Other stew ingredients were oysters, butter, salt
and pepper. No gastronomic niceties, such as celery, grated onion, garlic, or paprika, in this stew! It
was simple, basic, and tasty.
23

The oyster stew hikes began in the Burlington
Section. According to The Burlington Section of the
Green Mountain Club in the Twentieth Century by
Marion Holmes and Dot Myer, the first one
took place on February 3, 1952, with thirty people present, eight of them from the Barre Section
(see chapter First Out).
The oyster stew hike soon became an annual
event. One year sixty-two people registered, requiring these provisions:
2 pounds butter
2 gallons oyster
Snowshoers leaving for Taylor Lodge.
David Morse
17 quarts milk
2 pints coffee cream
4 boxes oyster crackers 3 pounds cheese
11 pies
etc. . . .
Montpelier Section members attended from the start: in 1958 more than a third of the hikers at
Taylor were from the capital. One year, Dr. Maynard Bryant of Montpelier was lead singer. As annual attendance kept growing, Montpelier hikers were eventually asked to please organize their own
oyster stew hikes.
The task fell to Ann and David Otis, former officers in Burlington who had moved to Montpelier and knew what was needed. The first local oyster stew may have simmered in 1965-1966, according to that winter’s outing schedule. The following year the hike description read:
Annual Oyster Stew Supper at Taylor Lodge. Snowshoe up to Taylor Lodge Saturday, stay
there overnight, hike to Butler Lodge (for those interested) and return home on Sunday. Arrangements can be made if anyone wishes to just go up to Taylor Lodge for supper and return
home same night. Bring flashlight and bowl, cup and silverware.
One year careless previous hikers had left a window open, leaving the lodge full of snow to be
shoveled out; the stove had to be set back on its legs before cooking could commence. Another time
Dave Otis took it upon himself to install a new stovepipe. He and
Ann remained in charge of the stew—and the stove—for many
years. Sally Sairs and Doris Washburn remember good-natured
kidding about the limited ration of oysters that was ladled out to
each of them.
Montpelier’s record attendance may have been twenty-three in
1973. The weather was good, and the many that stayed overnight
enjoyed two beautiful winter days in Nebraska Notch.
The following year conditions were quite the opposite: “Those
of us who found sleeping space in the lodge, spent a dry, warm
night indoors. Those who were not so lucky, had a less comfortAnn Otis ladling out oyster stew to Sally
able time outside in sleeting rain,” wrote The Long Trail News secSairs, 1970.
Doris Washburn
tion reporter (May 1974). The rain would have made the narrow,
slanted trail past Pete’s Dump even narrower: many a winter hiker remembers using extreme caution on this slippery stretch.
With the burning of Taylor Lodge in September 1977, the oyster stew disappeared. (There was
one effort at revival in 1981 with Sally Sairs as host at her Woodbury house.) Hikes with food remained popular, however. Members enjoyed beef stew at Wiley Lodge, steak at Beaver Meadow
Lodge, chili at Barrows Camp, bean supper at Bolton Lodge, and corn roasts in numerous loca24

tions, from the Bloom farm in East Calais to Owl’s Head in Groton State Forest to Shady Rill. In
the last location, “Harlan Farnsworth engineered the affair borrowing a rig from the Recreation Department and we roasted the corn over charcoal in a large concrete mixing tray covered by what
looked like a wire gate.” (LTN, November 1965)
In November 1988 there was even a ‘rehearsal’ Thanksgiving dinner. Members “laden with
roast turkey, gravy, potatoes, cranberries, salads, rolls, and dessert” descended on Groton State Park
where dishes were heated in the big shelter fireplace and enjoyed as darkness fell.” (LTN, February
1988). As any experienced trip leader knows: Feed them and they will come!
Snowshoeing
The oyster stew hikes to Taylor Lodge were usually on snowshoes, a sport that has never been out of
fashion in the Green Mountains—although the
shoes themselves have changed greatly in recent
decades, from wood-and-rawhide to light-weight
aluminum with crampons. Section member Bill Osgood has described this evolution in his Snowshoe
Book and in a Long Trail News article, “On the Origin and Evolution of Snowshoes” (Winter 1994).
David Otis regularly led snowshoe hikes for the
section, often on Mount Mansfield which he knew
well:
Snowshoe up the Hasleton Trail to the Toll
Snowshoes on Sally Sairs’ deck, 1999.
Road at the Height of Land near the top of the
Chair Lifts (2.0 miles). Hike on up to the Chin and down to Taft Lodge. Eat trail lunch
here. Then down the Long Trail in to Smugglers Notch (Route 108) and back to the parking
lot. About 6 miles round trip. (Winter-Spring Outing Schedule 1965)
With the growth of the sport, shoes are ironically not always needed on heavily traveled trails, as
evidenced by Nancy Schulz’s account of a February climb from Bolton Notch Road:
Saturday morning was sunny, cold, and windless. By 10 AM all 18 had gathered at the
trail head and had begun snowshoeing up the LT at a rapid pace. The trail was packed the
entire way; snowshoes were helpful for grip but unnecessary for flotation. (TT, March 1998)
They were, however, essential on a December 2002 hike in Smugglers’ Notch led by Dave Blumenthal. His report underscores that the Long Trail is not blazed for winter hiking:
. . . our hardy group assembled at Barnes Camp, where the snowplow stops on Rte. 108 in
Stowe. We hiked up the newly designated Long Tail from the road uphill steeply towards
Elephant’s Head. The climb was steep, but with snowshoes, the footing was secure. As we
climbed, the snow became deeper and deeper. The blazes got lower and lower, and snowladen branches drooped into our way. Staying “on” the unbroken trail was quite challenging,
since the white blazes were not frequent. . . . The champion of our group was clearly Lady,
Bill Clark’s snowshoeless Bernese Mountain dog, who happily endured muzzle-deep snow.
(TT, Spring 2003)
Snowshoes take you where skis cannot, for instance to the top of Worcester Mountain at New
Year’s. George Longenecker sent this account to The Long Trail News:
Temperatures in the Montpelier area were -32 degrees as I arrived to lead the hike . . .
Once out of the car and moving up the trail on snowshoes, we were able to keep warm. Layers of wool, face masks, scarves and felt-lined boots kept us comfortable as the breeze at 2,500
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feet picked up, bringing the chill factor to around fifty below zero. Two downy woodpeckers
were the only creatures besides ourselves moving as we climbed through powdery snow up out
of the white birch and into the balsam. Miraculously the wind died down and stopped as we
neared the top. The climb had warmed us beyond any danger, and we ascended Worcester’s
ledges with confidence. . . . (LTN, February 1981)
Snowshoes have been preferred equipment on annual potluck hikes on Sally Sairs’s land in
Woodbury, where participants make their own trails through her woods. One winter twenty-three
members and guests gathered in Sally’s self-built, snug, wood-heated cabin.
Taking advantage of the snowshoe renaissance, the GMC has for many years held a yearly Snowshoe Festival at its headquarters in Waterbury Center. Participants get to test new equipment on organized hikes. Many Montpelier Section members have worked as festival volunteers.
Cross-country Skiing
Cross-country skiing took off in earnest in the late 1960s and early 1970s, with the building of
touring centers, some employing European instructors until they could find qualified Americans.
GMC’ers had, of course, skied earlier, but section trips became more frequent with access to
groomed trails in Stowe, Bolton, Craftsbury, Greensboro, Warren, Burke, and elsewhere—although
there was some initial discussion about the desirability of paying to ski. To this day, some prefer
back-country skiing and breaking their own trails. With ever more specialized equipment on the
market, many members own several pairs of skis
for different modes of skiing and varying snow
conditions, while in the past they made do with
one pair.
Record snowfalls in the early 1970s helped the
sport. According to the May 1971 Long Trail
News, “The snow fall on the first day of spring this
year broke the all time record with the season of
1970-1971 having a greater fall than the previous
record which was made in the winter of 18861887. (On March 21 the recorded depth at the
Gauge at the Weather Bureau in Burlington, Vermont, was 132.2”)” Turnout for section outings Judy Illingworth, Esther Farnsworth, unknown, Jon Nuquist, Adam
was high: thirty adults and children came to ski
Walker, Jean Peterson, Sally Sairs, and Paul Ohman. Highland
around Charlie Bristow’s home in East Montpe- Lodge, 1982.
lier.
Two popular section traditions developed in the following decade. One was the annual chili
lunch, organized by Peter Downey, at Beaver Meadow Lodge below Whiteface Mountain, a joint
outing with the Sterling Section.
Here is Peter’s account of the first trip:
Despite near zero temperature, windy weather and icy roads, approximately 20 people participated . . .
When we arrived at the trailhead, we were surprised to see about a foot of new snow on
the ground. It appears that the high ground received a lot more snow than did the valley areas. The trail to Beaver Meadow Lodge follows logging roads and is two to three miles long.
A number of Sterling Section GMC members were scheduled to meet us at the trailhead at
10:00 A.M. However, because of our late arrival due to poor road conditions, they went
ahead and broke trail, which made a faster trip for us. . . .
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We soon made a fire in the wood stove and heated up our chili—hot chili never tasted so
good because of the cold. . . . (TT, February 1989)
The wood stove at Beaver Meadow was a definite draw. Roberta Downey was overheard one
year saying that “the day no one came up early to heat up the cabin was the day she would stop doing this trip!” Steaming clothing and spicy chili also helped raise the temperature.
The other tradition that began in the 1980s and still continues, is the annual trek to Highland
Lodge in Greensboro, where miles of groomed trails and exhilarating downhill runs with views of
Caspian Lake are part of the attraction. One year twenty-five people showed up to ski.
In 1991 Reidun and Andrew Nuquist proposed that members stay on for dinner at the lodge.
They handled reservations the first three years, before passing the baton to Mark Haughwout, who
in turn passed it to Mary Garcia in 2004. That February, she reported, skiers enjoyed
a glorious day. Mother Nature gave us a good dumping of snow during the week which made
for great skiing—the best of the season on this blue wax day. The almost clear blue sky and the
snow hanging on the trees along with the great views of the area made for a very scenic outing.
(TT, Summer 2005)
Other trips that were popular in the 1980s were those to the Poffenbergers’ in Brookfield and
moonlight skiing in Berlin.
As seen above, skiers can become quite poetic about winter and snow. Marilyn and Bob Wilson
led an overnight trip to the stone hut on Mount Mansfield in March 1989, and wrote:
When we awoke Sunday morning, the sun was shining, blue sky and billowy clouds were
everywhere. We could see for miles, and, of course, took several pictures of the landscape and
the beautiful trees laden with snow and ice.
Gorgeous!
A 1993 moonlight ski trip in Smugglers’ Notch, another frequent destination, inspired this account:
The Notch was breathtaking in the moonlight, and it looked steeper and narrower than in
daylight. The sky, rocks, snow, and trees were a symphony in blues, greys, and whites. The
moon looked enormous on our right as we climbed. It kept appearing and disappearing behind
the ragged ridge, until we reached the top of the notch, and it was a real presence. (TT,
March 1993)
Steve Lightholder may have set the record for the tersest report, about a trip to Craftsbury, with
his “They said it might rain. Nancy Schulz and I went skiing anyway. It didn’t rain.”! (LTN, Fall
2000). Nearly as short was his 1997 “Fred [Jordan] and I paid no attention to the forecast of rain.
We went out. It rained. We had the good sense to come back. Total trail time: 1.5 hours. Is this a
record for the shortest trip?”
Not all ski trips take place in Vermont: a few have been in the Adirondacks and more in New
Hampshire’s White Mountains. Peter Downey and others have led trips to Zealand Falls Hut in
the White Mountains, often with Michael Chernick, Jeff Harvey, and Bob and Cindy Lindemann.
As early as the 1960s, section skiers traveled to “very scenic” Tuckerman’s Ravine:
Skiing for those brave enough to enjoy it, or a hike over the headwall can be very interesting,
or just the approximately 2 ½ mile hike into the ski area can be enjoyed by those who wish to
sit on the rocks and take in the sights and the sun. Bring lunch and sunglasses. (Spring Outing Schedule, 1967)
Doris Washburn remembers being “warned by rangers to seek shelter below a large rock in case
of a small avalanche”—which she actually experienced one year. These all-day outings usually left
Montpelier at 6:00 A.M.
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Sugar-on-Snow Parties
With spring and warming temperatures the sap begins to run, relegating the skis to garage or
basement. The first ever outing of the Montpelier Section was a sugar-on-snow party at Morse’s
Sugar House on County Road outside Montpelier on April 2, 1955. Twenty-five adults and children attended.
Fifty years later to the day, the 50th Anniversary Committee restaged the party under the leadership of Thomas Weiss and Mary Garcia. The building looked different—it now does double-duty
as warming hut for the Morse Farm Ski Touring Center—but the menu was the same: sugar-onsnow, pickles, donuts, and strong coffee. The attendance figure was also almost identical: one more
than in 1955. The two who had traveled the farthest were Marion Gorham, section president and
club trustee in the 1960s, and her husband Al Shane who had come up from Massachusetts—and
renewed their section membership. After refreshments and speeches, Thomas and Nancy Schulz, he
in Davy Crockett hat and she in poodle skirt, danced to fifties swing music.
The sugar-on-snow party remained a Montpelier tradition for many years. First held at Morse’s,
it moved in 1963 to Joslin Farm on upper Terrace Street, with Doris Farnsworth as prime mover.
Attendance varied between forty and eighty. Nobody could complain about the refreshments cost of
one dollar per person.
In 1968 the section attempted to move the party to the Long Trail:
March 24 we planned to have sugar-on-snow at Parker Camp on the trail. However, a
spring blizzard caught us, and drifting on the back roads made us decide that discretion was
the better part of valor. We went back to Doris Washburn’s in E. Montpelier, and had our
party in her kitchen. There was no dearth of fresh snow! (LTN, May 1968)
The following year Dave Otis led a March hike to Birch Glen Camp on the LT, where sugar-onsnow and steak were on the menu. The last (until 2005) sugar-on-snow party, organized by Ann
Otis and Reidun Nuquist, took place in 1975 on the Fowler farm in Calais.
Road Walks
Until the trails dry after snow melt, members eager to stretch their hiking legs take to the roads
in Montpelier and elsewhere. Harlan Farnsworth knew most of the local routes, including this one,
which he took in April 1996: “We found the mud and walked through a winter wonderland! Started
at junction of North St. and Hill Rd at the Sparrow Farm, E. Montpelier—down Hill St to Jacobs
Rd—Jacobs Rd to Horn-of-the-Moon Rd—up Horn-of-the-Moon and back North St.”
Another popular loop was the road around Berlin Pond, which is still used today. Sixteen hikers
accompanied Harlan in the spring of 1997: “A bright sunny day with a brisk North-west wind. Ice
still solid on the Pond and the road was beginning to see the signs of mud-season. Can Spring be far
behind!?”
The recreation paths in Stowe and Burlington are popular in spring, as is the one along the Mad
River:
On a cool, sunny day with a brisk northwest wind, six hikers set out on the Mad River
Greenway in Waitsfield. The river was flowing fast because of higher water than we have
seen in a while. The trail followed the river closely, at the edges of farm fields . . . . At one
point near the northern end of the trail, beavers had been busy, and we stopped by a felled tree
with beaver tooth marks, to take a photo of the group. The “two Priscillas [Daggett and
Page] hike” ended in mid-afternoon, and our trek totaled about six miles. (April 2002)
Road walks are also common on the fall outing schedule, especially during hunting season.
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Green-up Day
Spring lays bare all manner of roadside litter, including bottles and cans, that was buried under
the snow. When Governor Deane C. Davis started Green-up Day in 1970 in response to the budding environmental movement, the Montpelier Section was quick to join—along with the other
70,000 Vermonters who picked up 40,000 cubic yards of highway litter that first year.
In 1972, however, the section voted to halt its participation. According to the Rutland Herald of
April 26, it issued a statement that read:
In the opinion of the organization, the Vermont Legislature has not faced up to its responsibility to enact legislation banning non-returnable containers, nor has it even considered the
entire problem of solid waste.
Members who previously worked all day on Green-Up Day in the expectation that the
necessary legislation would be enacted to back up their efforts are now convinced that they
have been had.
The Montpelier Section chose instead to support the local Earth Day program in its effort to improve the local environment. (Governor Davis was not happy with the limited bottle bill either; it
took three tries before the bottle law went into effect in 1973.)
Some members disagreed with the section’s Green-up boycott. In a letter-to-the-editor of the
Times Argus the next day, Frances Holmes wrote:
I believe that every able-bodied person has an obligation to take part in this program. There
will always be litter-bugs, but two wrongs don’t make a right, and by refusing to take part in
cleaning up the litter, we are making things just so much the worse. I feel that as a club we
should set an example of cooperation.
In recent years, individual members have participated in Green-up Day at their own initiative.
Some have also taken part in the annual clean-up of the Winooski and the North Branch, organized
by Friends of the Winooski River and the city of Montpelier.
As early as 1966, the outing schedule contained this note: “JUST A THOUGHT—
DETERGENTS AND WATER POLLUTION—Detergents that are free of synthetic chemicals that cause water pollution in our streams and lakes are: Lux, All, Thrill . . . . Detergents stated
to carry the highest percentage of pollution-causing chemicals are: Super-Suds, Gentle Fels,
Fab. . . .
Let’s remember this when we use the brooks and streams this summer for washing purposes.
Wildflower Hikes
With the snow finally gone, wildflowers appear almost overnight in the Vermont woods, giving
amateur botanists spring fever. Doris Washburn, Ann Burcroff, Duncan Wilkie, and Joe Bahr have
led frequent wildflower hikes, sometimes on Mother’s Day in mid-May. These outings attract those
willing to move at snail’s pace, armed with field guides, hand lenses, and notebooks. (Familiar with
this scenario, a hiker brought his hammock one year, allowing him to take a long swinging nap while
the rest of the party caught up.)
Wildflower destinations have included the Audubon Center in Huntington, Lincoln Gap,
Groton State Forest, the Duck Brook area in Jonesville, and Snake Mountain:
Ann Burcroff planned and led the Section’s late spring wildflower hike to the Snake
Mountain Wildlife Management Area in Weybridge. Although the area is a fairly long
drive from Montpelier, we had 17 participants—none of whom had visited the area before.
The area (some 1,300 acres) is noted for its rich and diverse flora, and it provides, as
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well, a significant winter habitat for deer. In spite of its name, we
learned that reptiles are not overly abundant. Rather, the mountain is
named for its serpentine shape. Ann shared the reports and maps she had
borrowed from the Department of Fish and Wildlife; although we were
amateur botanists, we were impressed by the lengthy list of plants known
to have been found in the area. (LTN, Fall 1991)
Another year, Doris Washburn identified these flowers in Groton State
Forest:
dandelions, bluets, violets (blue & yellow), many ferns, gold thread, trout
lily, clintonia, painted trillium, dwarf ginseng, running pine, wild cucumber, hobble-bush, Canadian Mayflower, Solomon’s Seal, starflower, laMarion Gorham. Near Swesey
dyslippers (pink, yellow, white), bunchberry, foam flower, shadbush, and Shelter, 1966.
bristly sarsaparilla. (TT, October 1996)
The identification of Vermont wildflowers became considerably easier with the 2001 publication
of Kate Carter’s compact color-coded Wildflowers of Vermont, fitting easily in a shirt pocket.
Bicycling
Spring and summer are ideal times for biking, another sport that has increased in popularity. Ardent section bikers include Jill Aspinall, Mary Garcia, Fred Jordan, Cindy Lindemann, Rick Molz,
Nancy Schulz, Mary Slater, Doris Washburn, and Marilyn Wilson, and, in earlier years, Harlan
Farnsworth and David Morse.
Rides in the relatively flat Champlain Valley and scenic Champlain Islands are frequent. Eric
Seidel led this trip in July 1992:
The Saturday morning of this bike trip was one of the most beautiful of the summer—blue
sky, light breeze, cool temperature, dry air. We started our trip at Sandbar State Park and
proceeded up the west shore of Grand Isle on a mixture of paved and gravel roads with little
or no traffic. We had a nice mix of riders ranging in age from 17 to the 50s. . . . After lunch,
we headed north to the “Gut,” then south along the east shore. We stopped to swim at Pearl
Bay, then stopped to see the Hyde Log Cabin. The day ended back at Sandbar with only one
flat tire to mar an otherwise perfect day. (TT, October 1992)

Marilyn and Bob Wilson, Esther Farnsworth, Nancy and
Fred Jordan, and Harlan Farnsworth. Burlington bike path,
1999.

Other recurring rides leave Montpelier for Moretown, Waitsfield, and Warren in the Mad
River Valley, for Northfield and Brookfield to the south, and for Worcester and Elmore to the
north. Then there are the countless hilly loops through East Montpelier, Calais, Cabot, and Woodbury. Rail trails with no motor traffic are other destinations. Steve Lightholder led a group from St.
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Albans to Enosburg and back on another July day: “We could have gone to Richford for a total of
52 miles, but it was just too darn hot!” (TT, November 1999)
Marilyn Wilson’s followers experienced a different kind of day, pedaling the Richmond - South
Hinesburg loop: “After about nine miles, rain began to fall, sometimes lightly, sometimes a steady
downpour. No one wanted to turn back, so we continued our 24 mile loop, arriving back to Richmond. . . . The group was eager to ride . . .” (TT, July 2000). Riding in the rain is not everyone’s
cup of tea.
Paddling
Rain is less important to paddlers—as long as it is unaccompanied by strong wind and high
waves. Sally Sairs says canoe trips were added to the section outing schedule in 1959, and paddling,
like pedaling, has only gained in popularity. In 1983 paddle trips enjoyed an average attendance of
fourteen (TT, January 1984). While canoes were the vessels of choice in the section’s early years, today kayaks are dominant.
Roioli Schweiker, future author of Canoe Camping:
Vermont & New Hampshire Rivers, was an early leader.
One of her trips was down the Winooski River from
Montpelier High School to the Bolton Dam, an “Easy
stretch requiring no special canoeing ability.” Other experienced canoeists were Dick and Dot Babcock. Originally from New York State, they led many canoe-camping
trips on Adirondack lakes, including Forked Lake.
This is an account by Dick:
Dot Babcock and Sally Sairs. Forked Lake, 1971.
My most memorable outing with the Montpelier
Section is the first time we canoed the Saco River in
Maine. We camped overnight at Papose Campground. We got up the next morning and put in
at lower bay on Kezar Lake, canoed down the outlet of Kezar Lake into the old Saco River
channel, went up into Charles Pond and back and then canoed down into the new Saco River
channel. We took out at the Route 302 bridge. Swimming was ideal on a warm, sunny day.
Sally Sairs and family, Dave Morse, the Bradys, the Babcocks and Doris Washburn were
there. This was the first of many trips on the Saco. (TT, January 1984)
Other popular lakes for camping trips were Stillwater Reservoir in the Adirondacks and Green
River Reservoir in Morristown, before they were written up and ‘discovered’.
Dave Morse was another keen paddler who, with Sally Sairs, became an early convert to kayaking. Dave led a flotilla of thirteen boats in April 1990 on the Missisquoi River, where the first 1/4
mile of the river
was flooded all through the trees. Several deer were seen splashing through the water. As we
reached the Missisquoi Bay we could see the white caps and decided that with the size of our
group of 3 kayaks and 10 canoes, it was not sensible to go around the open lake to Dead Creek
as planned. We circled Shad Island and ate lunch in our canoes where we could watch the
Great Blue Heron colony activity.
For Dave’s seventy-eighth birthday, fifteen members staged a celebratory paddle and swim.
Dave, however, felt obliged to spend the day with his family, so his friends
wrote him a birthday card which we promptly mailed the following day. In it, we told him
that he was missing a beautiful afternoon on the Waterbury Reservoir with sun, very little
wind, and amazingly warm water for September. . . . A great birthday party, Dave! (TT,
October 1992)
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Dave kept on paddling well into his eighties.
Another ardent paddler, Andrew Nuquist, had solo-paddled the circumference of Lake Champlain in a second-hand Old Town canoe in his youth. In 1988 he invited interested GMC’ers to
paddle the lake end-to-end with him: of twenty-three participants, fourteen, including Reidun Nuquist and Sally Sairs from Montpelier, completed the trip. It took nine days—or 67,500 paddle
strokes, according to Andrew’s calculation. The Lake Champlain Committee’s Executive Director
Lori Fisher helped obtain permission to camp. The trip became the impetus to today’s Lake Champlain Paddlers’ Trail. (TT, September 1988, LTN, November 1988, and Andrew Nemethy, “Ahoy,
Champlain!” Times Argus, August 14, 1988)
Andrew has led other long paddle trips, as well as his short “Arctic” November trips. These
have, for obvious reasons, attracted few participants, Dave Morse, Sally Sairs, and Reidun Nuquist
among them. One illustration from Waterbury Reservoir should suffice: “High temperature today
about 32°. Fortunately no wind. No ice at Blush Hill put-in, but several frozen bays near Moscow,
and some areas of solid floating ice several inches thick. . . .”
Other ardent paddlers, in addition to those already mentioned, include Barbara Agnew, Joan
Heller, Fred Jordan, Cindy Lindemann, Nancy Schulz, George Plumb, and Doris Washburn.
Fred who enjoys white as well as flat water, described a day on Peacham Pond thus: “The reflection
of the azure sky in the cold calm water was punctuated by the wild call of the loons. This was nearly
too much stimuli for the paddlers to bear.” (LTN, Fall 2000)
Hikes—and More Hikes
Hiking is, of course, what the Green Mountain Club is all about. Unlike snowshoeing, skiing,
biking, and paddling, hiking requires little in the way of equipment. A pair of broken-in shoes or
boots, some kind of backpack, and a full water bottle are all that is needed—in spite of what manufacturers of wicking fabrics, collapsible hiking poles, and hydration systems may tell us. Hiking can
be enjoyed by anyone, any time, and almost anywhere.
Camel’s Hump
Asked to name their favorite Vermont mountain, many section members would probably select
Camel’s Hump, with its distinctive profile and numerous approaches. It is the only Vermont peak
over 4,000 feet that is entirely undeveloped, protected as it is within the Camel’s Hump State Park
and Forest Preserve. It is one of three with rare Alpine flora.
Camel’s Hump was Dave Morse’s favorite mountain. It is also Andrew Nuquist’s first choice: he
even hiked it barefoot once (not recommended!), before finding
boots that suited his knobby heels. Here is his account of a late fall
ascent:
This trip certainly proved untrue the belief that Vermont’s November is drab. As we approached the summit in thirty-degree
weather under overcast skies, we found every tree coated with
hoarfrost. Needles of rime pointed west from the scrub balsam,
making every tree a sculpture. As we crested the summit, winds
gusted, making the chill-factor well below zero. Puffs of clouds
swirled past and patches of sunlight illuminated frosty balsam near
the top and spots of the amber brown forest below. We crouched
behind rocks for shelter to watch a constantly changing panorama
of light and billowing cloud. (LTN, February 1980)
Cindy Lindemann and Peter Downey.
Camel’s Hump, 1987.
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Mount Mansfield
While Camel’s Hump may claim one’s affection, it is difficult to ignore the state’s highest mountain, Mansfield at 4,393 feet, and its challenging climbs.
One man who has made Mansfield his own, is Ed Loewenton of Morrisville who has led numerous hikes up the mountain, in winter as well as summer. In September 1998 he climbed Hell
Brook Trail from Smugglers’ Notch to the Chin, then took Profanity Trail and the Long Trail
down:
We were three—Eve Mendelsohn, John Buddington, and me—who started the climb at 10
AM on the strength of my promise that it would be sunny by mid- afternoon. It was foggy and
humid, but not raining. We kept an easy pace, and reached the summit about 12:30. It was
chilly, very windy, and too foggy to see anything at all. We had lunch at Taft Lodge along with
a large crowd of hikers, and left to make room for the second seating. On the way down, it
really did start to rain, but it was warm and not unpleasant. We all thought it was a beautiful day which gave us the opportunity to sort out some important issues, including Monica and
Bill, public schools, acquisition of language skills, and the mind-body problem, along the way.
(TT, April 1999)
Worcester Range
Hikes, especially August hikes, in the nearby Worcester Range have been popular since the birth
of the Montpelier Section. “Climb Hunger Mountain. (Bring pail if interested in picking blueberries.),” reads the 1965 summer outing schedule. Not that hikers necessarily need a big pail: there are
usually too many pickers for the number of ripe berries:
Blueberries, anyone? Lots of folks turned out for the Montpelier Section Annual Blueberry
Hike up Mt. Worcester in mid-August. Nineteen of us tromped up the mountain loaded with
buckets and visions of blueberry everything dancing in our heads. . . . Near the top, echoes of
“I found some!” and “WOW! Look at these!” filtered down to
the slow-but-steadies and hopes were high. Once on top, picking
began in earnest. But after a few hours we met for lunch and
found that our imaginations were fuller than our buckets. . . .
(LTN, November 1974)
Scheduled blueberry hikes continued into the 1980s. The best picking may have been in 1988 with a reported “best crop we have seen
in the Worcester Range in many a year.”
Elmore Mountain, the northern-most peak in the range, has appeared regularly on the calendar, as has Worcester Mountain.
Groton
Another favorite nearby destination is Groton State Forest, the
second largest in Vermont and with unlimited recreation opportunities—including camping, picnicking, swimming, paddling, and hik- Jim McWilliam. Mount Hunger, 2000.
ing. The state parks within the forest see heavy use in summer, while
in late October they may be deserted, as Priscilla Daggett discovered:
We hiked around Kettle Pond. . . .The foliage was past peak, but still colorful, with gray and
orange in the trees, and reds and greens on the ground. Two pairs of loons cruised on the quiet
pond, and the silence was only broken by flights of honking geese overhead. There were no human beings to be seen, and all the camping lean-tos were empty and cleaned out. This is the
season when Groton is given back to nature, and we came away feeling grateful that this wonderful wild place is so nearby. (TT, Spring 2004)
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Montpelier and Vicinity
Montpelier Section members don’t have to leave the city, however, to go hiking. The capital is
blessed with an extensive park system: Hubbard Park with 185 acres, North Branch Park with 193,
plus some smaller parks, totaling 400+ acres—all within city limits. From North Branch Park hikers can connect to the East Montpelier Trail.
Situated in a narrow river valley surrounded by hills, Montpelier offers more than easy rambles
on the city recreation path and along the Winooski River and its North Branch tributary. The
woods between Terrace Street and Interstate 89 were popular until they were posted: 1965 hikers
“were amazed at this ‘wilderness’ right in the center of Montpelier.”
Over the years trip leaders have used their imagination in coming up with varied hiking routes
among the hills. Reidun Nuquist led three 1989 walks she called “Montpelier in Perspective, I-III,”
viewing the city from Hill Street, North Street, and Upper Terrace Street. She has also conducted
history tours of the three cemeteries.
Nancy Schulz, known for the catchy titles of her outings, came up with “Just for the Hill of It”:
Keep your legs in shape while you enjoy beautiful views of Montpelier and surrounding mountains. This two-hour (7 miles +/-) walk will seek out a variety of steep hills. Bring water
and be prepared for a brisk pace and lots of ups and downs. (Leader will provide directions for
those who wish to go at a slower pace.) Meet at 5:30 p.m. Casual dinner afterwards is an
option.
Another of Nancy’s popular hikes is the aerobic “Seven Hills of Montpelier,” which she has led in
different seasons.
Not to be outdone, Jill Aspinall devised “Eight Bridges Over the North Branch River”:
. . . our compact group of three walkers made good time crossing the North Branch River
eight times over different bridges. We added two more bridges over the Winooski River. It
was fun to count as we went along, noting unique styles: one railroad bridge, three pedestrian
(and bicycle) bridges, and six bridges taking automotive traffic. We walkers and the rest of
the traffic were able to move right along. After all this is Montpelier! (TT, Spring 2005)
Probably the easiest and most unusual hike ever undertaken by the Montpelier Section, happened on July 3, 2005, when it entered the capital’s Fourth of July parade—walking from The
Meadow, down Main and State Street to Bailey Avenue. First came a big Green Mountain Club
banner, followed by two smaller section banners created by Kay Gibson. Then appeared a 27-foot
long banner (sewn by Priscilla Daggett, Kay Gibson, Reidun Nuquist, and Thomas Weiss), which
depicted the Long Trail winding its way
through the Green Mountains. Mounted on
saplings with foliage intact, the banner was carried by members dressed for hiking. On both
sides of the banner, trail workers were busy
cutting brush, clipping, and painting blazes.
Up and down the parade route participants
handed out hundreds of outing calendars to
spectators—who spontaneously clapped and
cheered for the Green Mountain Club.
The parade entry was a project of the 50th
Anniversary Committee.
Long Trail
Once in a while, someone—Harlan Farns- Montpelier members in Fourth of July parade, 2005. Fred Jordan
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worth, for instance— points out that we don’t hike the Long Trail enough, although many members
have hiked it end-to-end. Some finished it in a few weeks, while others have taken many years (see
appendix Section End-to-End’ers). The person who has hiked the LT most often may be Fred Jordan with three successful completions, so far.
Thomas Weiss has finished twice. The second time he brought several others along on a series of
thirty monthly day hikes, beginning in June 1995 at the Canadian border and ending in September
1999 on the Massachusetts line. There he surprised the new end-to-end’ers with sparkling cider,
cookies in the shape of GMC
patches, and special certificates. An
impressive 109 people hiked at least
one segment with Thomas, and were
rewarded with an exclusive cloth
rocker patch. In his words:
My goal was not to see how
many through hikers we could
get, just to help people get out
onto the Trail. I am proud to
have helped so many people experience a portion of our Long
Trail.
Five Montpelier Section members
became end-to-end’ers with his assisThomas Weiss and hikers. Post 592, Canadian border, 1995.
tance: Steve Lightholder, Charlene
Bohl, George Richardson, Michael Chernick, and Marilyn Wilson. (TT, November 1999)
Most end-to-end’ers backpack, staying at Long Trail shelters. Paul Ohman led a series of overnight hikes in the mid-1980s, allowing him to complete the trail with others. In 2004-2005, Deb
Kirchwey led a similar series.
Appalachian Trail
Having already hiked the Appalachian Trail from the Massachusetts line to Maine Junction—a
distance of 105 miles—some LT through-hikers go on to complete the AT in Vermont, another 45
miles. Once at the Connecticut River, it is tempting to continue into New Hampshire and Maine
and then perhaps the states to the south. Among section members who have hiked long stretches of
this ‘side trail’ to the Long Trail are Bill Clark, Fred Jordan, Steve Lightholder, Sally Sairs, and
Duncan Wilkie.
Steve says he was inspired by Thomas’s hikes on the Long Trail, and
. . . decided to hike Vermont’s other major trail route in the same manner. I divided the Appalachian Trail from the Connecticut River to Sherburne Pass into six separate hikes and listed
them on the schedule. . . . The response was terrific. . . . Those of us, who have completed this
stretch of the AT, now have only another 2,100 miles to look forward to! (TT, March 2001)
So far, with Duncan, Steve has completed more than three-quarters of the Appalachian Trail.
One member who has hiked the whole way is Peter Downey. When “VT Pete,” his trail name,
retired in March 2003, he bought a one-way bus ticket to Georgia and started hiking. At Harpers
Ferry, Virginia, he took a three-week break in Hawaii with his family before returning to the trail.
He completed the AT in early November. “My 2003 thru-hike was a nice way to ease into retirement,” said Peter. “I met a lot of wonderful people, visited interesting trail towns, and lost 20
pounds. What more could a guy ask for?” (TT, Spring 2004)
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Elsewhere in Vermont
There are so many places to hike in a state that was once mostly open fields and pasture, and now
has reverted to mostly forest. Popular destinations in the past were Scragg Mountain, Nichols
Ledge, Middlesex Notch, Allis State Park, and Little River State Park. (For today’s hiker, the
GMC’s Day Hiker’s Guide to Vermont is full of ideas for outings off the LT.)
Jim Kellogg led twenty-two hikers and a dog on a fine September day in the Victory Basin,
northeast of North Concord. According to Priscilla Page, part of the trail was described as
“flooded wetlands” and it lived up to our expectations. After a half-mile of very wet walking
even those of us adept at the “bog-paddle” or the “bog-trot,” succumbed to wet boots. We
abandoned our fancy footwork and sloshed gamely through the water and mud.
An abandoned railroad bed provided welcome dry terrain and a place to stop for lunch.
Jim, a native of the area, spoke about the logging history . . . .
We explored the ruins of the Bog Pond sawmill built in 1882 that operated until 1900.
Even on a sunny fall day the spot seemed isolated and forlorn; with so little evidence remaining, it was difficult to imagine the bustle of activity a century ago . . . . (LTN, November
1990)
Some outings attract large numbers, and some attract unexpected participants. Eric Seidel’s 10mile hike the same year to Silver Lake and Leicester Hollow, east of Lake Dunmore, appealed to an
Australian woman biker on her way from White River Junction to Montreal, as well as a young
mother who carried her serene two-month old daughter in a Snugli pack. Eric was convinced that
“baby Noble must be one of the youngest to do a hike of this length.” (LTN, February 1991)
Some hikes, such as the one Ann Burcroff led up Mount Hor, have obvious scenic rewards.
Wrote Ann:
Choosing among the viewing points for the lunch spot was difficult, but having selected the east
view [with] about 2000 feet directly down to Lake Willoughby, we were rewarded with a
sighting of a peregrine falcon soaring north over the lake. Some compared swimming in the
lake’s south end to the clarity of tropical waters. (TT, December 1993)
Mystery Hikes
Then there is that perennial puzzle on the outing schedule, the Mystery Hike. With that label,
the trip leader allows himself or herself some leeway in coming up with a destination, and the hike
can more easily accommodate a change in weather.
One of Doris Washburn’s mystery hikes became a ski trip in Groton State Forest. Another led
by Thomas Weiss developed into a botany excursion:
We drove to the hike, which was still a mystery (so much so that the leader did not know it
until about 40 hours before we were to begin). We went to Chickering Bog in Calais. . . . The
bog, owned and maintained by The Nature Conservancy, has a boardwalk built out into the
bog for 2-3 miles. The pitcher plants were in bloom and the sun tried to bloom, as well. (TT,
October 1995)
Beyond Vermont
The Montpelier Section traveled to the Adirondacks at least as early as 1956, when members
joined the Burlington Section on an overnight in the Mount Marcy area. Dot and Dick Babcock led
many of these hikes—to Giant, Algonquin, Wright—as did David Morse; all three became Adirondack 46ers. Here is one of Dave’s reports:
Those of us who made the five hour round trip to the Adirondacks were rewarded with the
perfect day for climbing a mountain. The temperature was ideal with a pleasant breeze, the
trail dry, few bugs, and visibility of 50 miles or more. The 360 degree view from the rocky
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top provided a panoramic look of at least half of the 46 mountains in the Adirondacks listed
as over 4,000 feet . . . . (TT, November 1991)
In recent years, with the Babcocks and Dave gone, fewer trips have taken place across Lake Champlain.
The higher White Mountains in New Hampshire have always appealed to local hikers, be they
peak-baggers or not. One who traveled there often was David Morse. Who would not be tempted
by this description?
The views along the cliffs of Mount Webster are such that anyone with a normal appreciation
of the grandeur of mountain scenery will add at least 2 hrs. for their enjoyment; there is nothing finer in the White Mountains . . . Leave Montpelier at 7:00 A.M. (Fall and Winter
Schedule, 1964-65)
A section hike in Canada attracted two section members, Doris Washburn and Dot Babcock,
who climbed Owl’s Head in Quebec Province. They “traveled two and a half hours to the mountain
and hiked it for a couple of hours” in the rain. (LTN, November 1970)
Halloween Hikes
In its early years, the Montpelier Section took Halloween seriously. The fall 1965 outing schedule, listed a “Halloween Mystery Hike - ‘MARSHMALLOWS AT MIDNIGHT.’ All witches
and hobgoblins invited, dress optional. Call leader [David Otis] for further details.” The mystery
destination turned out to be Taylor Lodge. There members toasted marshmallows over an open fire
and drank cider while Dave entertained with a talk on the origins of Halloween. It was nearly midnight before they doused the fire with snow and headed home. (LTN, February 1966)
After Taylor Lodge burned, there was at least one other 1977 celebration in a Groton State Park
campground.
Holiday Parties
The winter solstice has long been occasion for section celebration. In the early years, members
were invited to Christmas parties, lately called holiday parties. In 1966, the winter outing schedule
read:
You are cordially invited to a Christmas Party at Marion’s [Gorham] home RSVP,
please). Come early, anytime after supper (6:30-7:00) and bring snowshoes, skis, sleds or
toboggan, and a flashlight—or come later (8:00-9:00) for refreshments and conversation—
but come. Hot buttered rum for imbibers; non-alcoholic punch for teetotalers and youngsters.
The weather gods did not cooperate, but thirty-six people showed up anyway. The snow was not
much better the next year, but there was bright moonlight for a hike.
In 1969 the Christmas party was moved trailside to Buchanan Lodge, above Gleason Brook on
Bamforth Ridge. With this move to a Long Trail shelter, a new tradition began. Here is a detailed
account of one such outing to Duck Brook Shelter:
Our kind of party is usually held in some Godforsaken shelter with three walls so rain and
snow can blow right in on the canapés, and, of course, you have to hike a few miles across icy
and treacherous terrain to get to them. . . .
Our 1975 Christmas party was held on December 13 at Duck Brook Shelter which we
usually reserve for the occasion. I, for one, appreciate the fact that there is now a sturdy footbridge across the brook. One year we made a long detour, looking for a ford, but ended up with
icy wet feet all the same.
This year we had to contend only with icy rain and strong wind. The fire we managed to
build outside the shelter did not make much difference to the body temperature. However, the
carried-in delicacies did. We had homemade cranberry bread, Cabot cheddar, crackers, cheese
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puffs, popcorn, apples, cookie bars, and hot cider. Mmmh.
A Christmas party is no proper affair without presents, as any child can tell you. We had
five children with us. Sally Sairs, trip leader, acted as master of distribution ceremonies when
each of us got to reach into the depths of a sleeping bag cover—no looking!—to pull out a small,
wrapped present. We “oh’ed” and “ah’ed” as a bright bandanna kerchief, a chocolate bar, an
everlasting candle or a packet of Lipton’s dried soup was uncovered.
According to tradition, a unison “Jingle Bells” then resounded through the wintry woods.
That meant the end of the party and time to return to civilization and central heating for those
of us who are masochistic enough to eat in the cold, but not to sleep in it. But four hardy souls
chose to stay at Duck Brook until the next day. (LTN, February 1976)
Duck Brook was the location for several years. In 1990, the party moved to the new Corliss
Camp, built by the Laraway Section in Johnson. This was a comfortable winter destination: real
windows with glass panes lit the interior, warmed by a wood stove. The first year at Corliss fourteen
section members skied in via the Davis Neighborhood Trail. At least one year, the road conditions
were such that the party was moved at last minute to a shelter in Hubbard Park.
After a holiday party hiatus, Steve Lightholder led a December 22, 2001, hike around Kettle
Pond in Groton State Forest:
And a fine winter day it was, with a clear blue
sky, a temperature of 17 degrees, only a light wind
and a foot of light, fluffy snow underfoot. There
was just enough snow to hide some of those troublesome boulders for which Groton State Park is
noted. We stopped periodically to keep up our
strength by munching on homemade cookies. At the
last leanto we shared other holiday treats as the
sun set behind the hill. Winter’s chill then sent us
scurrying off to the cars. (TT, Spring 2002)
In December 2005, the holiday party returned once
again to Corliss Camp for the last of the monthly
Heritage Outings celebrating the section’s fiftieth anWinter brook, 2007.
Nancy Jordan
niversary.
New Year’s Eve
For several years, Harlan and Esther Farnsworth invited members to their home for New Year’s
Eve. The earliest invitation read:
Thursday, 31 December - New Year’s Eve cross-country skiing on East Montpelier trails
in the moonlight, preceded by supper. Call for reservations. Meet at 4:45 p.m. (TT, September 1987)
The last party, in 1994, took place on a warm, spring-like evening. Eighteen people walked in Hubbard Park, followed by potluck supper and a light-hearted hat-making contest.
Outings Then and Now
There are some differences between the Montpelier Section’s early outing schedules and today’s
quarterly listings in Trail Talk. For years, there was no effort to schedule outings every weekend:
membership was small with few available trip leaders. The earliest surviving schedule, for May September 1956, lists only fifteen outings for five full months. In the 1970s, the number was 40+
per year, and in the 1980s and the 1990s it reached 50+, or about one outing a week.
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Today, the section aims to offer something every weekend, often with a choice of activity and difficulty rating. The high point was reached in 2004-2005 with 155 outings—probably a clubwide record—thanks to energetic Vice President Jill Aspinall who recruited new trip leaders and to Nancy
Schulz who scheduled fifty trips that year.
The scheduling of recreational outings on weekends with work hikes, has long been a matter of
discussion. Some members believe that nothing should get in the way of trail work, the Montpelier
Section’s raison d’être. Others contend that those uninterested in or incapable of trail work, should
have options.
With the adoption of difficulty ratings—and sometimes pace—outings have gradually become
more ‘specialized’. While in the past it was assumed that members would participate in whatever was
offered, members now pick and choose from the outings menu. Some consider only ‘Easy’ or
‘Moderate’ outings, while others favor ‘Difficult’ or even ‘Challenging’. The rating system is constructive in that it supplies members with additional information, but it has also created sub-groups
whose outdoor paths seldom cross. Getting acquainted at an indoor meeting is clearly different than
spending a day or weekend together outdoors.
With more outings the average number of participants is down, in spite of the fact that section
membership has increased steadily (see chapter Strength in Numbers). While in the 1970-1980s
participation averaged 10-12, it began a downhill slide in the 1990s, and is now considerably lower.
This may be because members have more demands on their time: in many households both partners
work, and the weekend is taken up with necessary chores. If there are children, they may have their
own scheduled activities, leaving little free time for the GMC.
Some older members regret the absence of youngsters on today’s outings. In the early 1970s,
there was a conscious effort to schedule easier trips for families. A 1973 hike to Cantilever Rock on
Mount Mansfield, for instance, attracted eleven children and ten adults; on a trip the following year,
children were entertained by a father making willow whistles.
Some trip leaders still attempt an occasional ‘family hike’, so far with limited success. Recently,
childhood experts came up with a new term, Nature Deficit, to describe today's lack of exposure to
nature. Some children, they claim, may grow into adults who feel uncomfortable or insecure in the
woods. Maybe future section parents will see the lasting value of taking their children hiking?
Another difference between the past and today is food! Outing schedules used to list more outings with food of one kind or another: sugar-on-snow, chicken barbecues, corn chowder, baked
beans and hot dogs, corn roasts, and potlucks. One of the latter was labeled “Pot luck stew. Leader
brings pot. Each member brings contribution (Already cooked, please).” Shared meals allow members and guests to get better acquainted. In 2005, several of the fiftieth anniversary Heritage Outings included food in an effort to revive the section’s culinary
tradition.
There were also more overnight trips before, on the Long
Trail, in the Adirondacks, on Lake Champlain, in Maine; in
1969-1970 there were four scheduled camping trips. Today’s
overnight offerings attract small numbers.

Esther Farnsworth. Stillwater Reservoir,
Adirondacks, 1987. Doris Washburn
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Montpelier Section and Trip Leadership
During the 1980s, as membership grew and more people with limited outdoor experience
showed up, some section leaders turned their attention to leadership and what is required of trip
leaders and participants. Co-leaders Andrew and Reidun Nuquist developed a routine of evaluating
their own outings ex post facto. Andrew wrote a series of articles for Trail Talk. The first was called
“Have a Safe Trip! Case Study No. 1,” where he imagined a fictional trip with a character named
Andy who, for dramatic effect, was inadvertently abandoned by the rest of the party on Mount
Hunger,
400 feet off the summit between two boulders where he fell while jumping from one to the
other. He stays there because his broken ankle makes it painful to move. As he has a poncho
and sweater in his day pack, he will probably be alive when found at 10:45 p.m. Moral:
Don’t trust to luck.
Lessons: 1. Hikers never go off without the leaders’ knowledge. 2. Leaders keep track of all
hikers. 3. Everyone shares responsibility for personal and group safety. 4. Everyone carries
extra protective clothing for accidents and weather changes. (TT, January 1982)
Four more case studies appeared in the newsletter. Reidun wrote about “The Business of Leading a
Trip,” which was followed by Andrew’s “On Being a Trip Leader” and “Winter Outing Safety.”
At the 1995 GMC annual meeting in Quechee, Reidun announced her interest in developing
guidelines for volunteer trip leaders. It appeared that others had also been mulling over the issue. A
score expressed support, leading to the formation of the Trip Leader Guidelines Committee with
Reidun as chairperson. Members from six sections—including Cindy Lindemann, Andrew Nuquist, and Priscilla Page from Montpelier—stayed with the project, which resulted in the 1997
booklet, A Trip Leader’s Handbook: Advice for Successful GMC Outings. Two other section members
helped get the booklet into print: Susan Bartlett Weber, a professional editor who read the manuscript, and Sylvia Plumb, then managing editor of the GMC, who worked on layout and production.
Two clubwide workshops for trip leaders followed the publication of the Handbook. On the local
level, there have been sporadic efforts at training leaders, but without many takers. The most common way to pick up leadership skills is by observation and co-leading. New Montpelier Section trip
leaders receive complimentary copies of A Trip Leader’s Handbook. All leaders get a one-page summary, “Helpful Hints for Trip Leaders,” compiled by Jill Aspinall in 1995 and distributed with the
trip report forms. Jill, as well as Ann Burcroff, Bill Clark, Fred Jordan, and Thomas Weiss, have
shown an interest in leadership. Thomas wrote a 1995 president’s column in Trail Talk on the ten
essential items to bring on a trip; Fred did the same on hypothermia in 2000-2001. Jill, Bill, and
Ann have all shown a willingness to take neophytes under their wings.
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Chapter 6
Face to Face:
Meetings, Intersectionals, Lectures
As told in the chapter For the Fun of It, section trips are conceived at planning meetings—
today’s membership/outing planning meetings—to which all are invited. For many years they were
held triannually; in 2000 they became quarterly to correspond with the publication of the Long Trail
News and its clubwide Calendar of Events. Planning meetings are usually held in members’ homes
and traditionally include light refreshments, such as cookies and cider.
The section executive committee holds its own meetings, open to all. These sessions are of relatively recent date, going back to 1990 when the Montpelier Section formalized its governance by
passing its first bylaws and adding more officers. Vital as planning and executive committee meetings are to the running of the section, major decisions are taken at the Montpelier Section’s annual
meeting in the spring.
Section Annual Meeting
The first annual meeting of the Montpelier Section took place on April 27, 1955, when Harlan
Farnsworth was elected president, Ellen Hebblethwaite secretary, and Frances Holmes treasurer. A
planning committee was appointed “to make up a program of hikes for the summer”—and that is all
we know of the agenda. (Incidentally, the famous initial sugar-on-snow party at Morse’s Sugar
House took place on April 2, before the meeting.)
At the 1956 meeting, members “discussed plans for the immediate future and accepted Burlington’s invitation to join them on April 22 for an afternoon hike to French Camp.” Following business, members showed slides of the previous season’s hikes before Professor Roy Buchanan gave a talk about the Adirondacks.
Section records give no information about subsequent annual
meetings, until 1963 when this announcement appeared in the
Spring Outing Schedule:
Wed. Apr. 24, 6:30 P.M.—ANNUAL MEETING AND COVERED DISH SUPPER.
Speaker to be announced. Even though you haven’t
attended a hike all season we’d like to see you at our
annual meeting. No charge but we’d like a food
contribution: casserole, dessert, rolls, butter, milk, etc.
Make reservations with: Margot Cliff CA 3-5037.
Twenty-three people attended the meeting at Vermont College
Student Center. (Secretary Marion Gorham was on the faculty.)
Guest speaker was Clyde Smith, a well-known photographer
from the Burlington Section, who showed slides of the White
Nancy Jordan and Donna Russo. Annual meetMountains and the Adirondacks with “accompanying tales.”
ing, 2005.
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So, an annual meeting formula, still in use today, had been established: potluck supper followed
by business meeting and a ‘program,’ most often a slide lecture by a member or guest speaker. After
GMC headquarters moved to central Vermont, staff representatives have routinely been invited and
have given short presentations on club affairs.
Meeting records are skimpy for some years, and it is possible that some meetings lacked a
speaker. Nevertheless, it is interesting to look back at the after-dinner ‘program’:
1956—Roy Buchanan on Adirondacks
1963—Clyde Smith on White Mountains and Adirondacks
1964—Fred Larsen on geology
1965—Song fest led by Harlan Farnsworth, movies shown by Dave Otis
1966—Fred Larsen on Western geology
1967—Virginia Johnson on New Zealand, John Goller on Europe
1969—Dr. Ora Phelps, Adirondack Loj, on wildflowers
1974—Stephen Young, Center for Northern Studies, on Alaska
1976—Conrad Motyka on Worcester Range
1981—Chip Stone and Stephen Sease on canoeing in Northwest Territories
1982—Brian Lindner on Camel’s Hump bomber crash
1983—Monty and Cheryl Fischer on Lake Champlain Islands
1984—Films on white water paddling
1985—Mark DesMeules on biotic diversity
1987—Wayne Feiden on Kenya
1988—Ben Rose and Sue Lester on Catamount Trail
1989—Richard Heath and William Pelkey on Himalayas
1990—Doris Washburn on Alaska
1991—Ray Zirblis on climbing in St. Elias Range
1992—Dennis Shaffer on climbing Mt. McKinley
1993—John Roe on The Nature Conservancy
1994—Andrew and Reidun Nuquist on hiking in Norway
1995—Cathy Wood on kayaking in British Columbia
1996—Andrew Nuquist on canoeing Manicouagan Reservoir
1997—Dancing lessons with Nancy Schulz
1998—Jane Richmond on Cambodia and Borneo
1999—John Abbott on recreated Viking voyage
2000—Tom and Erna Jones on trekking in Nepal
2001—Carolyn Silsby on wildlife in Tanzania
2002—Jane Richmond on Southwestern national parks
2003—Bryan Pfeiffer on nature
2004—Andrew Nemethy on Norway
2005—Doris Washburn on Montpelier Section history
There have also been special evenings with slides, usually during the colder months, when members
have shown pictures from section outings or trips they have taken on their own.
The location for the annual meeting has varied. From 1965-1976 it was at the Old Brick Church
in East Montpelier where Doris Washburn is a member, the Brick Church Club serving a covered
dish supper for a nominal charge. Mostly the meetings have taken place in the community room of
one or another of Montpelier’s churches.
Attendance has varied, but has generally been in the range of 40-60. In 1964 it was fifty-two;
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with a total membership at forty-five, several guests must have been present.
In 2001, The Tuneful Trekkers—Ray Kingsbury, Mary Slater, Marilyn Wilson, and Harris
Webster—made their first appearance, singing “April Showers” and “Moonlight in Vermont” to
start the meeting. Priscilla Daggett and David Grundy have also sung with the group.
The expanded 2005 meeting was a fiftieth birthday party
for the Montpelier Section, planned and hosted by the 50th
Anniversary Committee. (A separate gala celebration was
voted down by the executive committee, after the idea had received initial approval.) The party included special guests
Marion Codling, Marion Gorham, Lois Hadd, Bill Osgood,
David Otis, Sally Sairs, and Al Shane, as well as representatives from GMC headquarters. Doris Washburn and Mary
Garcia, with help from Reidun Nuquist, had organized an
eight-panel photography exhibit documenting the section‘s history. The birthday cake was courtesy of Eric Seidel and the
New England Culinary Institute (NECI).
Priscilla Page cutting cake as Nancy Jordan looks
To conclude the evening, Doris Washburn showed slides
on, 2005.
from half a century of section outings, featuring past and current members.
GMC Annual Meeting
The Green Mountain Club’s annual meeting in May or June moves around Vermont, and is
hosted by one or more local sections. As long as the Long Trail Lodge at Sherburne Pass was in existence, the meeting was usually held there. The Montpelier Section’s earliest extant outing schedule
announced the 1956 meeting:
June 2-3 weekend, 8:30. Annual Meeting at Long Trail Lodge, Sherburne, Vt. Business
meeting starts at 11:00. Day will alternate with meals, meetings, and short hikes. Perkins
Camp in Mendon will be open as usual, without charge, to members wishing to camp over.
Sunday will offer a choice of hikes. Reservations desirable. . . .
Four section members attended.
The GMC business meeting takes place in the morning. According to club bylaws, section presidents are expected to report on local “membership and activities.” In addition to the Montpelier
president, the section director usually attends, as do interested members. The size of the Montpelier
delegation has varied, but is often among the largest: eleven members attended in 1967.
The host section is responsible for organizing and leading local hikes over the weekend. Those
on the Long Trail allow members to fill in missing gaps in their end-to-end hikes. In the past, the
Sunday was dedicated to trail work projects. Those who were tenting woke up to the aroma of a big
communal breakfast, cooked by volunteers, before they headed up the trail carrying tools or lumber.
1965 Meeting
The Montpelier Section first hosted the GMC annual meeting in 1965 when it had fifty-three
members. The location was the Long Trail Lodge. Marion Gorham and Harlan Farnsworth who
were in charge of arrangements, hoped for “a good representation from the Montpelier Section,”
and seven members attended. Supper cost $3.50. Perry H. Merrill, director of Vermont Forests
and Parks, was the speaker.
1985 Meeting—GMC’s 75th Anniversary
The next meeting known to have been hosted by Montpelier, was the seventy-fifth anniversary
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meeting in 1985. As it happened, the Appalachian Trail Conference
was held in Poultney the same year, a busy one for the club.
Andrew Nuquist chaired the 75th Anniversary Committee,
which included Cynthia Martin, David Morse, and Reidun Nuquist. A logo contest was held, and the chosen winner was high
school junior Neal Noble of West Brattleboro with his “Little
Man,” as Executive Director Harry Peet labeled the drawing. “The
Little Man” adorned the souvenir program. There were tee-shirts,
mugs, and black-and-white postcards of historic GMC photographs for sale.
The anniversary meeting took place at Bolton Valley Lodge,
close to the Long Trail. After a full day of activities, members and
guests gathered for a gala banquet with GMC President Preston
Bristow as master of ceremonies. After-dinner speakers were Jane GMC 75th anniversary logo. Drawing by
Neal Noble
and Will Curtis, about to publish their Green Mountain Adventure,
who spoke on
“The Long Trail: 75 Years of History.”
Many Montpelier Section members made
this event a success, helping with registration,
signs, historic exhibits, and hikes.
1993 Meeting
In 1993, it was Montpelier’s turn again, this
time with Reidun Nuquist as head of the local
arrangements committee, which counted Barbara Agnew, Mary Bellinzier, Roberta Downey,
Judy Illingworth, Allen Jacobs, David Morse,
Andrew Nuquist, Priscilla Page, Eric Seidel,
and Doris Washburn. Special effort went into
Volunteers George Longenecker, Cynthia Martin, and Anna Bloom.
assembling
a comprehensive meeting packet for
Bolton, 1985.
those who attended.
This annual meeting was the first to be held at GMC headquarters in Waterbury Center, which
had become the club’s home in March 1992. With Eric’s help, NECI was brought in to cater all
meals: it is tempting to claim this as the tastiest annual meeting ever.
An important item on the business agenda was the question of federal protection for the Long
Trail, in the form of proposed National Scenic Trail status. The idea was later dropped to the relief
of the many who opposed taking land by eminent domain to preserve the trail. During the meeting,
the Board of Directors made David Morse an honorary life member, Montpelier’s first, much to his
surprise and to the delight of all his friends who gave him a standing ovation.
Saturday evening, the meeting moved to the Stowe Community Church where NECI students
served dinner. Brian Lindner spoke on the 1944 bomber crash on Camel’s Hump. His guided Sunday hike to the crash site was canceled due to rain. All outings that day were consolidated into one
easy hike in Little River State park. The Saturday hikes—to Taylor Lodge, Stowe Pinnacle, etc.—
went off as planned.
2001 Meeting
Eight years later, Fred Jordan and Priscilla Page were co-chairpersons for the GMC annual
meeting, which returned to Bolton Valley Resort, where Fred had been teaching skiing. Serving
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with them on the Annual Meeting Planning Committee were John Buddington, Ann Burcroff,
Christie Carter, Michael Chernick, Ray Kingsbury, Cindy Lindemann, Reidun Nuquist, and
Nancy Schulz. Numerous others helped out during the weekend.
The weather was beautiful for the 147 GMC’ers, the largest number in memory, who attended
the meeting, held in a bright white tent next to the sports center. Seventy-two participated in the
scheduled hikes. GMC Executive Director Ben Rose later wrote: “Cheerful and competent, the
Montpelier Section had organized every last detail.” (LTN, Fall 2001) After dinner, Vermont Life
editor Tom Slayton of Montpelier, gave a talk entitled “In Praise of Small Mountains.”
Intersectionals
The intersectional, an annual social gathering of GMC section members, were originally weekend events. It was not until 1960 when the intersectional was hosted by the Burlington Section at the
Mount Norris Boy Scout Camp at Lake Eden, that it became a ten-day long affair, ending in Labor
Day weekend.
Montpelier attendance at intersectionals rivaled that at GMC annual meetings, with members
coming for a few days or the week. Many planned their vacations around the late summer gettogethers. A majority of campers were families with children, sometimes grandchildren. The location was typically a scout camp or state park with a campground: most members tented. Communal
spaghetti dinners, potlucks, and nightly entertainment—slide shows, auctions, square dancing—
took place in a lodge or hall, big enough to hold all participants.
In 1956, the Montpelier Summer Outing Schedule announced:
August 18-19 weekend. Intersectional way down south to the Mass/Vt. border. Williamstown, Mass. is the starting point. Anyone interested contact the president.
It is not known how many went that year, but eleven appeared at the Mount Norris scout camp in
1964. In 1965, Gene Bamforth, David Morse, Dave, Ann, and Mary Ellen Otis, Marion Gorham,
and Doris Washburn attended at Camp Plymouth Boy Scout Reservation. The latter two “covered
about 60 miles of the Long Trail during the week.” In fact, hikers frequently used the intersectionals to work on their end-to-end completion. In 1966, Gene Bamforth, Marion Gorham, and Doris
Washburn again stayed the whole week at the Stratton Mountain scout camp.
The Montpelier Section was in charge of the intersectional at Camp Wihakowi, a United Church
of Christ camp in Northfield, from August 23 - September 1, 1969. Dave Otis chaired the planning
committee, David Morse was in charge of hikes, and Doris Washburn was responsible for the rest
of the program. A detailed committee report in the November Long Trail News summed up a most
successful event, attended by
207 different people from eight sections [18 from Montpelier] plus Members-at-Large and
guests. . . . No records were set, as several of the past Intersectional Camps have attracted
more people. There were 57 camper days.
It must have been one of the hikingest of all the Intersectionals, though. There were 25 recorded hikes, with 269 hikers, covering a total of 1,689.5 hiker/miles. The hikes covered
thoroughly the stretch of Long Trail from Lincoln Gap to Smugglers Notch, a total of 55
miles, plus many side trails and a number of outlying mountains. . . .
Highlights of the evening programs were the square dancing both Saturday nights led by Al
Monty, the talk on the Cram Hill area by Russell Farnsworth[father of Harlan Farnsworth]. . . . Andy Periale’s hilarious “bird imitations,” “Frenchy” Garfield’s exuberant
song-leading, George Plumb’s game night with something for everyone, the “Amateur Talent
Show,” and many beautiful slide shows.
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A lot of work went into organizing such an event-packed week!
The last intersectionals took place in Goshen (1990), Eden (1991), Sunderland (1992),
Waterbury (1993), and Mendon (1994). Attendance had begun to dwindle as club members found
a week of camping too big a commitment, and as school commenced again in August instead of after
Labor Day. At the same time, volunteer organizers became harder to find. From time to time, there
has been talk of reviving the intersectional, so far with no result.
The week-end autumn outing was a short-lived effort, partly to gather retired members at various
state parks and partly to replace the intersectional with a shorter event. In 1978, “A dozen Section
members and guests attended the GMC Autumn Outing in Lincoln. . . . For those of us who hiked
the Monroe Skyline, views of the early fall foliage were truly spectacular.” (Fred Osborne in LTN,
November 1978) The autumn outing lasted about five years.
James P. Taylor Winter Series
The Taylor lecture series, named for
GMC founder James P. Taylor, was
launched after the club moved its headquarters from Montpelier to Waterbury Center
in 1992—and again had a building of its
own. The open space in the South Barn allowed the club to put on public events that
attracted as many as a hundred people, not
always with enough seating. After a while,
some lectures moved beyond Waterbury
GMC headquarters, Waterbury Center.
Center to attract a wider audience.
From the start, individual volunteers helped with arrangements, but it took a while before the
sections became formally involved. In return for their help in hosting the lectures, the GMC allowed
the sections a share of the admission fee. In 1993, the first year of the Taylor series, admission was a
suggested $2.00 donation; by 2005, the price had risen to $5.00 for members and $8.00 for nonmembers. Section volunteers baked cookies to sell, making the events even more of a money-maker.
Below is a list of Taylor lectures that have involved Montpelier Section members. (The first lecture preceded the naming of the Taylor series, but is included nevertheless.):
1992 at Waterbury Center—George Stone and Jill Bubier, On the Trail of William
Brooks Cabot (Host: Montpelier)
1994 at Waterbury Center—Andrew and Reidun Nuquist, Hiking in the Mountains of
Hardangervidda, Jotunheimen, Rondane, and Trollheimen
1997 at Sugarbush South Ski Area—Dick Hall, Telemark Adventure Skiing in New
England (Host: Montpelier)
1999 at Waterbury Center—Andrew Nuquist, Scar of a Catastrophe: Manicouagan Impact Crater by Canoe
1999 at Mad River Glen—Ben Rose, Paul Jarris, and Steve Bushey, Inventing the
Catamount Trail (Host: Montpelier)
2000 at Waterbury Center—Mark Stephenson, Canoeing The Horton River (Host:
Montpelier)
2001 at Waterbury Center—Heinz Trebitz, Scrambles in the Alps (Host: Montpelier)
2002 at Waterbury Center—Bob Northrop, End-to-End for the Seventh Time! (Host:
Montpelier)
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2003 at Bethany Church, Montpelier—Val Stori, A Journey to Nepal: High Himalayan
Peaks and Mountain Communities (Host: Montpelier)
2004 at Vermont College, Montpelier—Mary Lou Recor and Chris Hannah, No
Rain, No Pain, No Maine: An Appalachian Trail Experience (Host: Montpelier)
2005 at Vermont College, Montpelier—Dave Blumenthal and Lexi Shear, Mexico to
Canada: A Journey on the Pacific Crest Trail (Host: Montpelier)
2005 at Vermont College, Montpelier—Elinor Osborn, Project Ultra/Swan: The
Trumpeter Swan Migration Project (Host: Montpelier)
The largest attendance followed the burning of the South Barn in January 2003. Val Stori’s talk
had to be moved from Waterbury Center to Bethany Church in Montpelier, where an overflowing
crowd showed up to hear Val and to show support for the GMC in its time of tragedy.
Other Events
From time to time, the Montpelier Section has organized expert-led outings, such as geologist
Fred Larsen leading members by the stone outcroppings in the Winooski Valley, west of Montpelier, and to Isle La Motte for the fossils; Bob Jervis identifying virgin hardwood trees on Lord’s
Hill in Marshfield; Bob Spear talking about animal tracks on a joint hike with the Bread Loaf Section; and Susan Sawyer guiding a nature walk.
Other local initiatives have been more hands-on: canoeing taught by George Plumb, an orienteering workshop in Hubbard Park, a backpacking workshop with Peter Downey, Reidun Nuquist,
and Thomas Weiss, and skiing lessons offered by Ann Burcroff and Fred Jordan. These occasional
free sessions mostly disappeared after the Green Mountain Club formalized its education program
with the hiring of the first education coordinator in 1995. Section members can now choose between a range of year-round, fee-based workshops and hikes, led by club staff and other experts.
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Chapter 7
Strength in Numbers:
Members and Membership
The Burlington Connection
Since its beginning, the Montpelier Section has had ties to Burlington and the Burlington Section, the oldest within the club. Harlan Farnsworth, Montpelier’s first president, grew up in the
Queen City and was active in the Burlington Section where his father Russell had been treasurer.
Harlan’s second wife Esther, also a Burlingtonian, was the daughter of Donald Havens, Burlington
trails and shelters chairman (1956-1959) and member of the GMC Board of Trustees (1961-1963).
Ann and David Otis, long prominent members of the Montpelier Section, also came from Burlington, where their car license plate read “HIKE.” In Burlington, Ann was vice president and
president and Dave vice president, president, and outings chairman. He went on to become president of the Montpelier Section (1963-1964) and trustee (1967-1969). Harlan was also a trustee (he
was nominated by Donald Wallace of the New York Section), and both served on clubwide committees. In 1967 Dave was elected vice president of the GMC.
Dave is the man behind the familiar, circular GMC logo. Donald Havens, in
charge of the 1960 intersectional hosted by Burlington at Lake Eden, asked Dave
to design a shoulder patch which, in Dave’s words, would be ”given to participants
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the Club.” The first version of the logo included “Lake Eden” and “1910-1960” on a patch of light green
felt with dark green and yellow silk screen printing. The GMC quickly adopted
Dave’s general design as its official logo. (Several sections ordered their own versions of the cloth
patch with their section name at the bottom of the circle.)
The Otis-Farnsworth ties to the Burlington Section resulted in many joint outings in the 19501960s, as seen in the chapter For the Fun of It, under Oyster Stew Hikes. As Burlington was closer
to the Adirondacks, some of the hikes went across Lake Champlain while others were closer to
home:
July 14-15 weekend. We join Burlington for an overnight to the Adirondacks in the Hart
Lake - Marcy Dam - Mt. Marcy area. Contact the president for time and reservations. . . .
September 9, Sunday 2:00. Thot [sic] Mad River Glenn would be a good place for our Annual Corn Roast. We’ll invite the B’s to join us, too.
(Burlington and Barre.) Those interested can hike up
to the Appalachian Gap and see how much of the
road bed has been completed during the summer.
Bring the whole family and stay as late as you like.
(Summer Schedule, May - September 1956)
More recent Montpelier Section officers, Fred Jordan, Nancy Chase Jordan, and Andrew Nuquist, also
hail from Burlington.
Fred Jordan. Caughnawaga Shelter , 2002.
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Remembering Past Members
Among members now deceased, Eugene Bamforth, Harlan Farnsworth, Frances Holmes, and
David Morse are in a category by themselves, and are featured in the chapter Section Giants. Several others, however, deserve special mention.
Richard (d.1991) and Dorothy Babcock (1918-2003)
Richard and Dorothy Babcock were known to all as
Dick & Dot. Many a hike was hatched in their home at 29
Terrace Street, a frequent scene of planning meetings.
Some hikes started just across the street in the woods beyond Redstone, now posted.
Dick & Dot led numerous trips. In the summer and fall
of 1963, for instance, Dick led a ten-mile hike from Lake
Mansfield, through Nebraska Notch, over the Forehead,
Nose, and Chin down to Smugglers’ Notch; that hike had Larry, Dot and Dick Babcock, and Doris Washburn.
Mount Cardigan.
David Morse
more Adirondack Mountain Club members than
GMC’ers. During the same season, he headed a hike to
Mount Lafayette in the White Mountains, while Dot led a walk around Berlin Pond.
Dick suffered a stroke in 1989, necessitating the building of a wheelchair ramp to his back door.
He died two years later. Dot outlived him by twelve years. As the lives of Dick & Dot were closely
intertwined, he figures largely in Dot’s eulogy:
Remembering Dot Babcock
She was feisty, says Sally Sairs. And friendly, adds Doris Washburn. Both were long-time friends
of Dot’s, who died at home on January 7 [2003].
Dorothy (Giegengack) Babcock was born in East Schodak, New York, “a one horse town,” in
1918, and attended local schools and teachers college. In 1939 she married Richard Babcock, a
Hamilton College graduate. The Long Trail Lodge was the site of their honeymoon. There, according to their son Larry, they were “drawn by the beauty of the surroundings, plus the simple lifestyle resonated with mother’s experiences.”
Seven years later they moved from Hartford, Connecticut, to Montpelier. Both “liked the interdependence and strong bonds . . . required by small city life in a harsh climate,” tells Larry. Dick went
to work for National Life Insurance Company. After their three children, Barbara, Christine, and
Laurence (Larry) were grown, Dot also worked there.
Dick and Dot were long-time members of the Adirondack Mountain Club and 46ers, Dot completing her peakbagging between 1939 and 1959. In Montpelier, they joined the GMC and led numerous hikes, canoe and ski trips in Vermont and elsewhere. Says Larry, Dot used, “the ‘Church of
the Out of Doors’ to forge strong bonds with a few very good friends.” Doris, Sally, and Dave
Morse were among them.
Dot and Dick—you never mentioned one without the other—also liked square and round dancing,. Dick was a fine tennis player, former star of his high school and college teams. Both enjoyed
reading. Dot was a knitter of hats, mittens, and sweaters, and “an excellent baker if you discount
those traditional fruitcakes she used to make and give as Christmas gifts,” according to Larry.
For those of us who joined the Montpelier Section in the 1960-1970s, Dot and Dick were mentors who took us under their wings. They were important to us, and we miss them.
Reprinted from TT, Spring 2003
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Paul Ohman (1940-1988)
Paul Ohman died much too young while doing one of the things he enjoyed most, riding his bicycle between Burlington and Montpelier. He left his wife of just five years, Jean Peterson, also a
section member.

Paul Ohman with Paul Wallace-Brodeur and Jean
Peterson. Taylor Lodge.
Doris Washburn

Paul Ohman in Memoriam
On May 7 our friend and section member Paul L. Ohman, 48, died in Williston while biking.
Many of us have fond memories of Paul who served as trails and shelters chairman for several
terms. Some remember him as an excellent hiker and cross-country skier whose playful sense of humor made him an enjoyable companion. Others remember him as a superb singer who gave his all
to every part, be it as a solo performer in Gilbert & Sullivan or grand opera, or as a member of local
choral groups. Still others remember him as a dedicated member of Christ Church in Montpelier.
He was also a weaver of Nantucket baskets, which sold at the juried state crafts center at Frog Hollow. Whatever Paul undertook, he did thoroughly and well.
In 1982 he decided to hike the entire Long Trail. I was section president at the time and staged a
send-off ceremony in the parking lot behind the [Montpelier] GMC office. We christened Paul’s
hiking boots and jokingly gave him a fabric rosette which he, Paul being Paul, loyally carried with
him from Canada to Massachusetts.
After the first weekend on the trail, Paul wrote in his journal, “I’m stronger, wiser, and more patient with myself. I loved the experience and look forward to more.” Two months later at Barrows
Camp, he felt elated. “I’ll remember this as long as I live. My spirit and I traveled the L.T. I know
some more about me. This hard work gets one outside one’s self to see who you really are.” September found him at Smugglers’ Notch: “Trail is in good shape after the Section’s work last weekend.”
The following summer Paul reached Appalachian Gap. In his car on the way home to Berlin, Paul
listened to the radio. “But best, best, best of all was Bobby Lurtsema on Morning Pro Musica. . . .
Barber’s ‘Adagio for Strings.’ Sweet music to soothe this tired wild beast.”
South of Ap Gap, “I forgot to take my walking stick. I hereby apologize to it. Someday I’ll walk
this section again and bring it so its desire like mine, to walk end to end, will be satisfied.” Further
south he hiked with his walkman. “My portable stereo is great. Bach and Mozart are good company
on the trail.”
In May-June 1985 Paul completed the LT. Here are some journal excerpts from the last stretch
before he reached Massachusetts. “I’ll make it. I feel good. Ran 27 miles last week and 15 the week
before and all winter running and skiing has left me in good shape. . . . Tonight I sing as I did on
my first night at Shooting Star in 1982. I’m practicing for a concert, Bach - Mass in A. . . . I
reached Blackington, Mass. at about 9:45, a beautiful sight with warm breezes and the smell of new
spring flowers everywhere. I feel ‘delivered.’ Thank you Lord for giving me strength, and other
things, enough to complete the Long Trail, my most important physical accomplishment.”
Thank you, Paul for bringing beauty, laughter, and friendship to our lives.
Reprinted from TT, September 1988
50

Frederick Osborne (1924-1999)
Fred Osborne, a quiet, modest man, grew up in Massachusetts. In World War II he served as
cavalry sergeant, earning two bronze stars in the invasion of Germany. He began farming in
Waterbury Center with his father while still in agriculture school. He also drove a school bus before
going to work for the Vermont highway department, from which he retired in 1984.
Fred was an avid hiker and loyal GMC member. According to his obituary, in later years he “was
very active in walking with Volksmarsch groups around the world.” He lived with his parents as
long as he had them. He never married.
Other deceased members who deserve to be remembered are Harold Miles of Middlesex and
Emily Gosselin of Waterbury Center.
Today’s Section Members
Numerous Montpelier Section members have shaped the organization and made it the vital club
chapter we know today. Among them are Marion Gorham who was in Montpelier for four brief
years in the 1960s and accomplished much as secretary, president, and trustee; her friend Doris
Washburn who joined in 1964, held the same offices, and is still an active GMC volunteer; Sally
Sairs, an officer in the 1970-1980s, still very much the outdoors woman and paddler; Ken Kidd who
was a cherished hiking companion to many; and Bill Osgood, snowshoe expert and writer, who continues to volunteer for the club.
A number of members have served the club as trustees/directors, GMC officers, and/or on clubwide committees. Among them are: David Blumenthal, John Buddington, Ann Burcroff , Christie
Carter, Michael Chernick, Bill Clark, Mary Deaett, Peter Downey, Allen Jacobs, Fred Jordan, Andrew Nuquist, Reidun Nuquist, Bill Osgood, David Otis, Priscilla Page, George Plumb, Sylvia
Plumb, Eric Seidel, David Shepard, Doris Washburn, Seward Weber, and Susan Weber.
Andrew may have served on the Board of Directors the longest with nineteen years. He is so far
the only section member who has been president of the Green Mountain Club (2003-2006). Gene
Bamforth, David Otis, and Andrew were all vice presidents. Andrew and Michael Chernick have
both been club secretaries.
Several Montpelier members have been recognized by the GMC for their volunteer work. They
have received service pins for years of trail work, the President’s Award, Volunteer of the Year
award, and other distinctions. Four members have been given Honorary Life memberships: David
Morse (1993), Andrew Nuquist (1995), Reidun Nuquist (1995), and Doris Washburn (1997).
The Long Trail has a special meaning for some section members. As mentioned above, Dick &
Dot Babcock spent their 1939 honeymoon at the Long Trail Lodge. Hedi and Charles Ballantyne,
having met at the University of Vermont, spent theirs in 1948 hiking from Bolton to Underhill.
They left “cheered on by a modest cloud of confetti and a chorus of happy well-wishes from our
friends,” and spent the night at Bolton Lodge. The next day they headed for Butler Lodge where a
friend and classmate was caretaker: “We also met half a dozen councilors from Camp Holy Cross
and Camp Abenaki—and fifty-seven campers scattered throughout every nook and cranny within
fifty yards! This was surely no honeymoon environment. The only solution possible for us was to
pack up and move on.” This they did, spending the next night at the Mount Mansfield Hotel, on
top of the Toll Road.
Cynthia Martin and George Longenecker met on a 1981 section hike in the White Mountains;
Kathryn Gohl and John Buddington connected through trail work.
Most Active Section Members
In 1982, the section president began acknowledging the most active members—those who had
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participated in most scheduled events in the past year—and this tradition continues today. The records are incomplete, but here is a list of the most active members as we know them:
1981-1982—David Morse
1982-1983—Andrew Nuquist
1984-1985—David Morse
1986-1987—David Morse and Marilyn Wilson
1990-1991—David Morse
1991-1992—David Morse, Doris Washburn, and Sy Bloom
1992-1993—David Morse and Doris Washburn
1993-1994—Michael Chernick
1994-1995—Doris Washburn and David Morse
1995-1996—Michael Chernick and Nancy Schulz
1996-1997—Steve Lightholder and Michael Chernick
1997-1998—Steve Lightholder
1998-1999—Nancy Schulz and Steve Lightholder
1999-2000—Steve Lightholder
2000-2001—Steve Lightholder
2001-2002—Andrew Nuquist
2002-2003—Andrew Nuquist
Most Active Trip Leaders
At the 2005 annual meeting, these Montpelier Section members were honored for having led or
co-led more than fifty trips or work hikes in the section’s fifty-year history. (The figures, which include early 2004 events, are courtesy of Ken Hertz.):
Andrew Nuquist—212 outings
Reidun Nuquist—191 outings
Nancy Schulz—184 outings
David Morse—170 outings
Doris Washburn—115 outings
Dorothy Babcock—86 outings
Michael Chernick—83 outings
Eric Seidel—75 outings
Richard Babcock—70 outings
Harlan Farnsworth—70 outings
Sally Sairs—67 outings
David Otis—64 outings
Peter Downey—58 outings
Steve Lightholder. 2003 Annual Meeting.
Steve Lightholder—58 outings
Nancy Jordan
Barbara Slayton—51 outings
Those who were present at the celebration were given embroidered coasters, made by Doris Washburn, with the anniversary logo designed by David Blumenthal.
One person on the above list who deserves to be singled out, is energetic Nancy Schulz. Since she
started leading trips in 1993, she has frequently been rated as the section’s most active member and
trip leader. Her events are known for their catchy monikers: “Tripping around Trapp,” “Sashay
along Skyline,” “Let’s Smuggle a Sterling Elephant through the Notch.” In 2005 during the fiftieth
anniversary year, which happened to coincide with her own fiftieth birthday, Nancy surpassed herself by leading a series of fifty fund-raising hikes that she called 50/50. “GMC enthusiasts” were in52

vited to pledge a sum for every participant she attracted during the year: 172 people joined her on
outings, ranging from easy to difficult, from hiking
to biking to cross-country skiing. In all, she raised
$2,300 for the construction of the new Sterling Pond
Shelter.
The recruitment of new trip leaders is an ongoing
challenge. Many who like to go on group hikes are
reluctant to take on the responsibility, while others
who are experienced hesitate to commit themselves
months in advance, a requisite of publishing deadlines. Putting the quarterly outing schedule together
would be a lot easier if more members were willing to
Nancy Schulz (right) with Sally Sairs.
lead trips, even an occasional one.
Bamforth Ridge Shelter, 2002..
Membership in Numbers

Section membership has fluctuated and increased over the past five decades. The Montpelier
Section started small with thirty-five members (the number varies, depending on source); today it
has around 300 members and is the second largest chapter after Burlington. (If we were to compare
the population of central Vermont with that of the greater Burlington area, we might find that
Montpelier has more members per capita.)
During the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s, Montpelier membership remained somewhere between
forty and sixty. The real climb began in the early 1980s, after the start of the hiking boom of the previous decade. The GMC’s move in 1977 from Rutland to Montpelier gave the section a boost. Although the club office was in out-of-the-way, third-floor rental space in the old Chittenden Bank
building—up steep stairs, fit for hikers—a wooden sign down on State Street proclaimed the club’s
presence.
The move gave section members easy access to headquarters and to the growing professional
staff. Montpelier members began volunteering in the office, helping with club mailings and other
administrative tasks. Human bonds were formed. After the headquarters moved to Waterbury Center in 1992, the Montpelier Section has remained close to staff and club activities.
Being near the GMC undoubtedly spurred section growth, as did the launching of the Long
Trail Protection Campaign in 1986. This pioneer effort—still ongoing—to protect the Long Trail
in perpetuity gained the club renewed support and good will around Vermont, in the Legislature,
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and with successive state administrations, especially that of Governor Howard Dean, a Long Trail
end-to-end’er. (So far, the protection campaign has raised $4.5 million in private funds and $4.2 in
public funds.)
In the mid-1990s, the Green Mountain Club became pre-occupied with two major issues: a
needed organizational review and whether to apply for National Scenic Trail status for the Long
Trail. After the internal review was completed and national status had been voted down by the
Board of Directors, the club gradually turned its attention to the health of the sections which, according to some, had been ignored for too long. A Sections Committee, charged with improving
section vitality and bettering communication between the sections and the club, was appointed in
1998. Acceptance of the committee’s recommendations helped make the sections more visible, involved them more in clubwide committees and decision making, and advanced cross-fertilization
between sections.
Recruitment and Outreach
From time to time, the Montpelier Section has pondered ways to recruit new members. In 1980,
with membership at forty-two seniors and five juniors, it reported:
While we have no expansionary dreams, we feel that it would be nice to have new faces to
lead us on new hikes, With a larger number of active members we could do better maintenance on our trails and shelters. (LTN, May 1980)
The following year, the section gave new importance to news releases to local media and
launched a newsletter, Trail Talk, to improve communication with section members. The president,
with Executive Director Harry Peet and section Rotarian Edward Janeway, spoke to the Montpelier
Rotary Club. At the 1981 GMC annual meeting the president issued a challenge to sections of similar size, to see who could gain more new members in a year. Montpelier was then number ten of
fourteen sections; among the biggest were three out-of-state sections, including New York which
had surpassed Burlington in size.
Local members recruited new members, and membership renewal notices, new at the time,
helped retain old ones. This sales approach worked. “Montpelier went from 56 members last year to

Marty Layman-Mendonca, Andrew Nuquist, Bob Schwarz, Reidun Nuquist, Mary Garcia, and Michael
Chernick. Poetry hike, Spruce Ledge Camp, 2003.
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88 this year,” reported The Long Trail News (August 1982). The section handily passed its closest
competitors, at least for the time being.
More recent efforts at member recruitment include occasional outings aimed at prospective and
new members. One such hike, which featured an orientation about the GMC, went to Spruce
Mountain in Plainfield in September 1998. It attracted twenty-one participants, several of them
children. Theme hikes, such as ‘silent’ hikes and poetry hikes, have been tried, to attract newcomers.
In the past decade, the section web site has been a recruiting tool.
In March 2004, Vice President Jill Aspinall gathered leaders for a brainstorming session about
outings—or what the section had to offer the public. The result was an expanded outing schedule
with more choices, including short evening trips on weekdays: in 2004-2005 the section staged 155
outings led by 24 people to a total attendance of 725. (The average attendance per outing was six.) A
varied outings menu remains the Montpelier Section’s best sales tool.
1990 Membership Survey
While the Green Mountain Club has conducted at least three membership surveys, twice with
help from the University of Vermont, the Montpelier Section polled its own members in 1990. The
questionnaire was included in the May issue of Trail Talk, and produced a return rate of twenty-five
percent. The results were reported in the October issue.
Among the fifty-nine people who responded to the survey:
• 32 had been members for 5 years, 20 for 1-3 years, 4 for less than 1 year
• 15 were in their thirties, 14 in their forties, 10 in their sixties
• 8 joined section outings often, 32 occasionally, 17 never
• 19 attended section annual meetings, 17 attended planning meetings, 14 attended GMC
annual meetings
• 23 preferred easy outings, 47 moderate outings, 14 difficult outings
• 48 liked hiking, 28 cross-country skiing and paddling, 16 snowshoeing, work parties and
potlucks, 14 camping and biking
• 36 preferred outings in central Vermont, 26 anywhere in Vermont, 19 in Adirondacks, 18 in
White Mountains
• 15 wanted more hikes on LT, 36 were indifferent
• 8 did trail work often, 14 occasionally, 35 never
• 21 learned of GMC from friends, 13 from hiking on LT, 10 from media, 12 from family,
etc.
• Members joined 1) to support GMC and LT, 2) for love of outdoors and Vermront, 3) for
companionship of others with similar interests.
Would a survey today produce similar or different answers from Montpelier Section members?

55

Chapter 8
The Section’s Business:
Officers, Bylaws, Communication, Money
Officers
Initially, the Montpelier Section had just three officers: president, secretary, and treasurer, the
first two required by GMC bylaws. The president presided over meetings; the secretary took minutes, typed the outing schedule, handled correspondence, and sent section reports to The Long Trail
News; the treasurer collected dues, monitored the bank account, and wrote checks. The club bylaws
also required that the secretary supply an annual membership list and that the president “report
orally or in writing the membership and activities of his or her section at the annual meeting of the
members of the corporation.” (Article VII. 7) The president still prepares a report for annual meeting. As for committees, the bylaws expected the section to have at least one for trails and shelters.
Beyond these requirements, the section could govern itself as it wanted.
The symbol of office for the president of the Montpelier Section is a huge, white enamel coffee pot
which is passed on to each new presidents at annual
meeting. Some presidents have banged on it to call
meetings to order, others have used it as an oversized
flower vase.
The origin of this ritual is murky. One theory has it
that a member was tired of storing section equipment
at his house and pushed the pot on an innocent president. The pot is reported to have been used for boiling coffee on oyster stew hikes; it has been a while
since it saw any grounds—or oysters for that matter!
Fred Jordan handing coffee pot to Bill Clark, 2003.
Nancy Jordan

In 1955, all members of the GMC Board of Trustees were still elected at the club’s annual meeting, with no allocated section representation. Montpelier members served on the board, but not as
section representatives. Thus Eugene Bamforth and Harlan Farnsworth, the section’s first trustees,
were not elected by section peers, but by the club at large. It was not until 1962 that section representation was written into the bylaws.
In 1977, each section became entitled to one trustee for “each hundred voting members or major
fraction thereof.” As Montpelier’s membership climbed, so did its representation on the board. By
1989 the section was large enough to warrant two directors. For a brief period in 1992-1993, when
membership passed 250, the section had three directors. Today, with ca. 300 members, it has one
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director, as do all sections regardless of size, a 1995 result of reapportionment following the club’s
organizational review. Section members were given the right to serve as general directors, and several
have been elected to the board this way.
Although sections can elect alternate directors to serve as substitutes when directors are unable to
attend meetings, Montpelier did not do so until the 1970s. GMC directors and alternates can serve
for two consecutive three-year terms.
For many years, the Montpelier Section functioned well without much formal structure: everyone knew each other and took turns serving as officers. Then, in 1989, a crisis developed when no
one was willing to be president. To ensure that the section would continue to operate smoothly without someone at the helm, members present at annual meeting passed a motion,
to clarify authority and give continuity until a president is in office. The motion’s intent is to
delegate authority and specific responsibility to an Executive Committee. The Committee is
required to schedule and warn a 1990 annual meeting. (TT, June 1989)
This was the origin of the section’s executive committee as we know it today. At the same time, outgoing President Andrew Nuquist appointed a bylaws committee. The officers had hunted for a set
of bylaws to guide them through the crisis, “but none could be found! Apparently the Section has
never adopted rules for its organization and performance, but has relied instead on a brief paragraph
in the main club’s by-laws.”
When bylaws were passed the following year, the section had expanded its slate of officers to a
president, vice president, secretary, treasurer/membership coordinator, trails and shelters coordinator, and director(s). The trails and shelters position had been in place before, but now it became formalized.
Bylaws
Harlan Farnsworth chaired the bylaws committee which included Priscilla Page and Reidun
Nuquist. The bylaws were warned in the January 1990 issue of Trail Talk and adopted without
amendments at annual meeting on March 30.
The newly stated purposes of the section were:
A. To maintain and/or establish trails and shelters in the Green Mountains which the corporation GMC] assigns to the Section and/or which the Section agrees to maintain and/or establish;
B. To sponsor and lead hikes and other outdoor activities;
C. To promote environmental awareness;
D. And to make the Green Mountains play a larger part in the lives of both the Section’s members and the general public.
The elected officers, with the past president ex-officio, made up the executive committee. The
publicity coordinator and Long Trail News reporter were appointed positions, but voting members.
The executive committee conducted “the business of the Section,” involving “the membership in the
planning of the activities of the Section.” Other committees were a nominating committee, the already existing trails and shelters committee, and appointed special committees as the need arose.
The first bylaws revisions came in 2000. The most substantial change was the appending of term
limits, which passed following considerable discussion. The new language read: “No officer, except
the Director and Alternate Director, shall serve for more than three consecutive years in the same
office.” (The question of term limits still gets debated from time to time. Proponents argue that they
get more members involved and that they make it easier to dispose of ineffective officers. Opponents
maintain that willing candidates are hard to find and that effective officers should be allowed to
serve for more than three one-year terms. The debate will undoubtedly continue.) The position of
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newsletter editor, an appointed office, was added to the roster. In the past, the newsletter had been
produced by a succession of secretaries, presidents, and other volunteers. Authors of the 2000 revisions were Barbara Agnew, chairperson; Michael Chernick, and Fred Jordan.
Further bylaw revisions in 2003 were mostly of a housekeeping nature. In 2004, the appointed position of web master was added to the executive committee.
Communication
Trail Talk
As mentioned elsewhere, the early outing schedules contained little beyond a bare-bones calendar
that announced upcoming events. The Long Trail News, on the other hand, contained more section
news than it does today, making the LTN an important source of history. Its regular section reports
have been informative and interesting reading, particularly those written by Marion Gorham.
The first issue of Trail Talk: Newsletter of the Montpelier Section, Green Mountain Club appeared in
September 1981. Its aim was “increased communication among the membership.” Number 1 had
short articles about a section membership challenge, the just launched Adopt-a-Privy program, a list
of new members, an announcement of a Hubbard Park trails brochure, an account of members carrying 400 pounds of asphalt shingles to Battell Shelter, loan information for GMC slide shows, and the
date of the next Board of Directors meeting.
Several officers and volunteers have been responsible for producing Trail Talk over the years,
though not always claiming the title of editor. They are, by date, Reidun Nuquist, Esther Farnsworth, Marilyn Wilson, Andrew Nuquist, Barbara Agnew, and Nancy Jordan. Others who deserve
credit are Mary Deaett who helped with design and layout, and Doris Washburn who assisted with
typing.
The contents of Trail Talk has changed with each editor, but overall it has been—and is—one of
the more substantial section newsletter within the Green Mountain Club. It has run articles on trip
leadership, New England peakbagging, members’ journeys to far-off places, and winter safety. Mark
Haughwout wrote an important series on Vermont fire towers, of which he is an expert. Accounts of
meetings have been a regular feature as have reports of the Board of Directors, since 1990. Section

trip reports are favorite reading for many. Indeed, one of the strengths of the newsletter has been the
different voices that are heard throughout its pages. The outing schedule continues to be a key component of each Trail Talk.
The look of Trail Talk has changed as technology has evolved from typewriters and stencils to today’s computers and printers. The first photograph—of section members hiking in Groton State
Forest—appeared in the January 1988 issue; now we take photographs for granted. The masthead
has changed from ink drawing and calligraphy (1981-1987) to transfer letters and twigs (1988-1991)
to stylized hiker and computer font (1992-1999) and its most recent modification (1999-2005).
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The cost of producing and mailing Trail Talk have been major line items in the Montpelier Section’s budget. It is money well spent. The newsletter is the major communication link between section officers and members, particularly the many who are inactive yet support the section year after
year.
Web Site
Today, the Montpelier web site—www.gmcmontpelier.org—and the GMC web site inform
members and nonmembers with internet access of local activities. In a short decade, they have become important sources of information.
The Montpelier Section’s first site was donated and managed by Ed Loewenton who shared the
web site of his toy business, Elwood Turner Company, with the section from 1997 to 2003. The site
contained outing schedule, trip reports, photographs, a map of the trails maintained by the section,
and membership information.
In 2002-2003, President Fred Jordan appointed a web site committee made up of John Buddington, chairperson; David Blumenthal, and Ken Hertz. Their task was to design “a site that
would be attractive, up-to-date, and accessible, and that would allow referencing a large volume of
information.” (LTN, Summer 2003) To that end, the committee surveyed members about internet
access, privacy issues, and preferences for contents and use. (Forty percent shared their e-mail addresses with the section.) The new web site was introduced to acclaim at the 2003 annual meeting.
Since then much archival material has been added. Many trip leaders now submit their reports
online. Since 2004 Web Master David Blumenthal has been a member of the executive committee.
Dave is also the designer of the section’s fiftieth anniversary logo that appears throughout these
pages.
Dave and Ken manage the Montpelier e-mail list, a convenient tool for sending and receiving
messages on section business, such as changes to scheduled trips and impromptu happenings. Only
those who subscribe to the list can use it, eliminating unwelcome spam. The list address is
webmaster@gmcmontpelier.org
Money
Dues
Membership dues have always been the Montpelier Section’s major source of income; unlike
some sections, it has never held much in the way of savings or investments. The amount of the 1955
dues are unknown. We do know that in the 1960s they were $2.00 for adults and $0.50 for children/
students. At the 1976 annual meeting members raised dues to $5.00 for adults and $2.00 for students aged 12-18; the children’s category was dropped. In 1986 dues were $8.00 and $3.00. In 1996
they had gone up $23.00, with family membership at $33.00; full-time students and seniors over
seventy could take a $7.00 discount. Today dues are $35 and 45, and life membership is $1,000.
In the past the section treasurer collected the dues, and upon being billed by the Green Mountain Club, wrote a check for the annual per-member assessment. Offers from the club to take over
dues collecting and membership rolls were repeatedly declined by Treasurer Harlan Farnsworth in
the 1980s; he wanted the section to keep its own books. Later treasurers were willing to relinquish
the task. Today, GMC staff handle billing, overdue notices, and membership rolls, which the section membership coordinator keeps on the local level.
Budget Crisis
With the club’s 1998 adoption of uniform dues, another result of the GMC’s organizational review, section dues increased from $23.00 to $27.00 for adults and from $33.00 to $35.00 for families. That should have been simple enough. But the dues transition created a short-term fiscal crisis
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for the Montpelier Section. In theory, uniform dues were undoubtedly a good idea: each section had
its own separate dues structure, which again was different from at-large dues. This was confusing
and frustrating for club officers and staff, not to speak of new members who were trying to make
sense of membership applications.
In fiscal year 1995-1996 the section routinely paid its annual GMC dues and insurance assessment of $3,557. In 1996-1997 it paid $3,467; at the end of that fiscal year the section’s bank balance
was $1,409.95. From that sum the section donated $500 to the Long Trail Protection Campaign—
as voted upon during the April 18 meeting.
Then, at the time of the uniform dues transition in January 1998, with members now sending
dues directly to the GMC, the section received a dues and insurance assessment bill from the club
for $3,040.80. As the bulk of section renewals happened in the spring, and as under the new system
the section would only later receive a twenty percent rebate from dues, the section was unable to pay
the entire bill—much to its alarm and embarrassment. The section could and did make a partial,
one-third payment of $1,013.60 on February 10, 1998. At the annual meeting, members anticipated
being able to pay the rest within a year, but were unable to make further payment at the time.
Following initiation of the club’s twenty percent rebate to the section in June 1998, the Montpelier Section executive committee voted in November 1998 to make an additional payment of $1,000,
leaving an unpaid balance of $1,027.20. At its 1999 annual meeting the section, while struggling to
increase its cash balance for ongoing expenses, was able to authorize final payment of the $1,027.10.
The money had been donated by twenty-nine section members specifically to pay off the debt.
Among the club’s sections, Montpelier was the only one to encounter a serious financial crunch
as a result of the adoption of uniform dues. Rather than being a result of imprudence, it was caused
by timing, the timing of dues collected and rebatement paid. Following the crisis, Montpelier
gradually began building up a modest reserve. The financial situation really improved when the
Board of Directors raised the section rebate to twenty-five percent, starting in fiscal year 2000-2001.
Today the section is financially healthy.
Donations
Even when it was a poor section cousin, Montpelier felt it appropriate to donate what it could to
Green Mountain Club programs—such contributions are, after all, money we give to ourselves.
The building up of a hefty bank account was never a section goal.
Outright donations to the GMC were more often than not the result of a motion from the floor
at annual meeting, frequently made by Harlan Farnsworth. Among the gifts were $300 to the Long
Trail Protection Fund Campaign in 1988, $400 in 1989, and $300 in 1990, qualifying Montpelier
for the 1,000 dollar 265 Mile Club and placing its name on a plaque at GMC headquarters. The
section later added substantially to these donations.
It also gave money to the GMC field program: $300 annually from 1990-1994. This was money
that the club counted on to pay shelter caretakers, although it did not outright bill the section, except
once to the section’s chagrin. In 1995, at annual meeting, eighteen members pledged $477 for Executive Director Dennis Shaffer’s end-to-end hike, to help pay off the mortgage for the club’s new
headquarters in Waterbury Center. In 2000, the Montpelier Section gave $500 to an education internship. The $365.75 proceeds from the 2003 Taylor lecture hosted by Montpelier were given to
the rebuilding of the burned South Barn.
At some annual meetings when money was tight, a hat was passed to pay for church rental. After
the devastating downtown flood of March 11, 1992, the section held a raffle that earned $50 for the
Montpelier Flood Fund.
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Section Auctions
Auctions were another way for the Montpelier Section to raise money. In 1978, when “expenses
were overtaking income,” a committee consisting of Reidun Nuquist, Ruth Wallace-Brodeur, and
Doris Washburn planned a June picnic and auction in Hubbard Park. Doris and Andrew Nuquist
served as auctioneers for the twenty-five bidders:
Bidding was brisk for the 50+ items. Two particularly popular ones were a spaghetti
dinner with dessert for six to be catered by the Nuquists, and wine tasting for six to be
hosted by Robert and Wendy Hamilton. Enjoyed by all was the homemade ice cream
furnished by Paul Wallace-Brodeur. When all was over we learned that over $150
would be added to the Section treasury—much more than we had hoped. (LTN, August 1978)
Also auctioned off were a bag of manure, strawberry plants, (homemade?) bread, and books.
The second section auction in August 1982 was less successful, taking place during a vacation
month and coming too soon after members had cleaned out attics and basements for the first one.
Nevertheless, it raised $48.75, half of which was donated to the GMC. (TT, October 1982)
1987 LTPF Auction
The grandest auction took place on October 23, 1987, at First Congregational Church in Burlington and benefited the Long Trail Protection Campaign. Held in Burlington to attract a crowd,
the event was largely planned by Montpelier Section volunteers and GMC Capital Campaign Director Bob Lincoln. The auction was preceded by a dinner catered by the New England Culinary
Institute. Richard Hathaway, donating his time as auctioneer for good causes, made the auction a
memorable event for the 150 people present, among them U.S. Representative James Jeffords, the
evening’s big spender, and Lieutenant Governor Howard Dean.
Auction items included maps, portrait photography, art prints, fitness center membership, snowshoes, use of sauna, backpack, vacation camp rental, season ski pass, cross-country skis, tent, old
editions of the LT guidebook, sail plane ride, canoe trip on the Winooski, and a hike with Executive
Director Harry Peet. Among donors to the auction were Ben & Jerry’s, Bolton Valley Resort, Canoe Vermont, Country Camera, EMS, Northern Cartographic, and Onion River Sports. Total
gains from the evening exceeded $3,000.
Andrew and Reidun Nuquist had donated a catered luncheon for four—”Elegantly served with
table linen, flower arrangement, etc.”—in the Camel’s Hump clearing (3800’). The winning bidders hailed from the Burlington Section. On July 10, a beautiful, warm day, the Nuquists and volunteer porters from the section headed up the Forestry Trail (now Monroe Trail), laden with food,
drink, ice, stove, cassette player, flowers, etc. The announced menu consisted of:
Appetizer: Assorted Scandinavian Canapés
Soup: Chilled Cascadilla
Main Course: Lebanese Ginger Lamb with Rhubarb Chutney
Parsleyed Rice
Romaine Salad with Anchovy Caper Vinaigrette
Dessert: Apple Tart with Marzipan Filling,
Cheese and Fruit in Season
Wine: Dry Vermont Apple Wine
Coffee: Mocha Java
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Lunch guests and volunteers, including Barbara Slayton, Andrew Nuquist, David
Morse, Priscilla Page, and Susan and Peter Alden. Camel’s Hump clearing, 1988.

The luncheon guests enjoyed their meal while Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos competed with the
sound of the wind. The patient porters made do with leftover dessert—and still claimed they had
fun.
1990 Hike-A-Thon
The GMC’s first and only Hike-A-Thon, also for the benefit of the Long Trail Protection
Campaign, involved many more Montpelier Section volunteers who raised $4,000 in pledges. In all,
the Hike-A-Thon made $50,000 clubwide.
On September 7, 1990, more than forty sponsored hikes took place in Vermont and out-of-state,
four of them led by Montpelier members:
George Longenecker and Cynthia Martin led a group of friends and enthusiastic children up
Mount Worcester. Mary Deaett’s group on Elephant’s Head trail included a dog which rivaled
many humans in fund-raising skills. Mount Grant was the destination for Reidun Nuquist’s contingent. . . .
Eric Seidel was headed for Bamforth Ridge, but he and his co-hikers were delayed by the official hike-a-thon opening ceremony. The whole Vermont Congressional delegation was on hand
and were filmed hiking a few steps in donated boots. (Senators Leahy and Jeffords were honorary
co-chairmen of the hike-a-thon.) (TT, November 1991)

Fred Jordan and Reidun Nuquist. Hike-a-Thon,
Mount Grant, 1990.
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Section Merchandise
The Montpelier Section has from time to time produced merchandise for sale, to raise money and
to promote the club. The first attempt came in 1985, during the GMC’s seventy-fifth anniversary
year, when the section hosted the annual meeting at Bolton Valley Resort. With the assistance of Executive Director Harry Peet, it reproduced six historic photographs as black-and-white postcards.
The set sold for $0.75, with fifty percent of the profit going to the GMC. (At the same time there
were also GMC anniversary glass and plastic mugs for sale from the club; today they are collectors’
items.)
In 1988, Treasurer Duncan Wilkie used his own pen-and-ink drawings of Watson Camp, Sterling Pond Shelter, Taft Lodge and Butler Lodge for note cards. On the back of the cards were maps
showing “the location of the shelter, outhouse, and the drinking water supply, and a floor plan of the
shelter itself.” (TT, December 1998) A package of four note cards sold for $5.00 (later lowered to
$4.00), with all proceeds going to the section. In 1998 alone, income from the note cards was $105.
Looking for another product, Montpelier decided against a section tee-shirt, on the assumption
that the market was already covered. Instead it chose to produce a bandanna, there being none for
sale within the club. Again Duncan used his talents for the section’s good, designing the bandanna
and overseeing the production. The result was unveiled at the 2003 GMC annual meeting at the
Middlebury Snow Bowl where it sold well for $6.00 or three for $15.00. The green-and yellow cotton scarf is still available and has done well for the section.

Priscilla Page and Ann Burcroff with
bandannas, 2003.
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Chapter 9
Section Giants:
Bamforth, Holmes, Farnsworth, and Morse
Four deceased members played important roles in the history of the Montpelier Section: Eugene
Bamforth, Frances Holmes, Harlan Farnsworth, and David Morse. Each is featured in this chapter
to help us remember them as individuals, to remind us of their contributions to the Green Mountain
Club, and to acquaint more recent members with the giants who hiked the trail ahead of them.
Eugene F. Bamforth (1895-1970):
In Memoriam
Eugene F. Bamforth died February 26, 1970 of intestinal cancer. Former Vice-President and
Trustee of the Green Mountain Club; Long-time member-at-large, a member of Montpelier Section and an honorary life member of the New York Section; many time End-to-Ender, Adirondack
46er, an early member of the New Hampshire 4000-footer Club, and an A-T hiker from Maine to
Pennsylvania; and a willing and indefatigable trail worker. Gene Bamforth: a quiet shy little man
with a big smile; an institution at annual meetings and intersectionals; a regular consultant on guide
book revisions and trail conditions; an incomparable bushwacker and trail-painter.
Gene was already retired (as a civil engineer?) and a legend when I first heard his name in 1950
and met him in 1951. He was a regular advisor to the New York Section’s Vermont Trails Chairman and he outlasted several of us; he always knew the trail and shelter conditions before the crew
hit the trail in early June. (How, I don’t know; it still amazes me as snow usually limits hiking on the
Monroe Skyline until late May.) He once suggested that the Monroe Skyline need new signs and
then drew up a layout for each of these 180 odd signs indicating location and arrowheads; a job that
required hiking almost all of the approximately 50 miles of trail in Vermont maintained by the New
York Section. When the signs were produced, he installed them; in most cases he had to return a
couple of years later to install a second set of signs because of defects in the manufacturing process
for the first set. Over a period of 3 years he painted the blazes on this same set of trails; this effort
left the landscape unmarked except for the neatly painted 2 by 6 inch area but he returned to his car
with paint all over himself including his eyeglasses.
Gene Bamforth was a solitary hiker in all sorts of weather. I ran into him late one fall on Scragg
Mountain on a cold and rainy day. He had bushwhacked up the ridge on the other side while we
got moderately wet just hiking up the shorter trail. In later years, he usually camped in his car, first a
Jeep station wagon, then a V-W microbus. Both vehicles he had personally fixed up with some of
the comforts of home including running water and I often found him parked along side of a back
road, frequently drying his clothes after a day of bushwhacking or hiking in the rain. Earlier, he
must have been a strong backpacker as he covered a lot of terrain; his name occurred at least once in
any L.T. logbook I perused. I believe there isn’t a hill in the State of Vermont that he hadn’t stood
on and there weren’t many in New England; he knew all the old logging roads and retired trails,
and where the blowdowns were the worst on every prospective trip that I asked him about.
I think one of Gene’s favorite areas was the Worcester Mountain Range. The several trails on
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White Rock, Hunger and Worcester Mountains were well maintained solely by his efforts. Within
the last couple of years, Gene marked a trail across the ridge from Hunger to White Rock which is a
pleasant hike any time of the year.
Gene was a retiring individual who always had a wide and a friendly greeting for a friend. He
and Roy Buchanan had a humorous discussion after one annual meeting about whose ridge ought to
get moved away from whose cabin or vice-versa; a subject Gene was somewhat sensitive about since
he believed that buildings and landmarks should not be named after living persons. But, in a group,
he never seemed at ease the way he was with only one or two others. He always attended intersectional but usually hiked alone or with Roy MacDonald. Normally, he scouted the trails near the intersectional area just before its first week-end and anybody who wanted the latest information on
trail conditions could get it by asking him.
Gene is gone, his long-continuing efforts on behalf of the Green Mountain Club will be missed
by many. This observer already misses him.
D. M. W.
Reprinted from LTN, May 1970, with permission of Donald M. Wallace of Northfield.
Note: Washington County probate records show that the GMC was a principal legatee of Gene’s will, inheriting $28,456 to “be used solely for trail maintenance.”
Frances Holmes (1910-1988):
“She was a good person”
When Frances Holmes died in July 1998 at the age of eighty-seven, she left a bequest of $46,640
to the Green Mountain Club. By then, few club members knew who Frances was. This article is an
attempt to remedy that.
I knew Frances only slightly. By the time I became active in the GMC in the early 1970s, she
was slowing down, although we knew of each other and exchanged hellos on the sidewalk. To learn
more about Frances, I talked to those who knew her better.
Frances E. Holmes was born in Montpelier on December 20, 1910, the only child of Henry and
Nellie (Thurston) Holmes; her mother was a school teacher, her father worked at National Life Insurance Company. A bright girl with a sharp sense of humor, Frances graduated from Montpelier
High School in 1927 and from Mount Holyoke College in 1931. Her wish, I have been told, was to
become a librarian, but in this she was sadly discouraged: she had a disfiguring skin condition that
made her 'unsuitable' for a public service position.
Instead, she went to work as an agency clerk for the Agency Department at National Life where
she remained for thirty years, retiring in 1971 to her modest house on Court Street, near the State
House. She never married and, after her parents died, lived alone, with tenants upstairs on the second floor.
I think Frances would have made a fine librarian. She loved words and books, admired Shakespeare's sonnets and Robert Frost's poems, even wrote poetry herself. Once she sent a contribution
to William Safire's "On Language" column in The New York Times. This particular column discussed President Reagan's use, or misuse, of pronouns in his Inaugural Address. Here is Frances's
comment as reprinted in Safire's Language Maven Strikes Again (1990):
Don't bother teaching grammar,
That stuff is for the birds.
There aren't no parts of speech no more,
They're just so many words.
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Just leave the kids talk like they want,
They're going to, anyhow.
'Twon't make no odds to you and I
A hundred years from now.
Frances was an ardent reader. She enjoyed mysteries, but preferred non-fiction, especially books
on baseball, travelogues, and biographies. She made good use of Montpelier's Kellogg-Hubbard Library; when she became less mobile, library volunteers selected books they thought she would like
and delivered them to her house.
But what of her connection to the GMC, you ask? Henry Holmes, Frances's father, was a hiker
and she grew up appreciating the outdoors. In her youth she went on long excursions, hitching rides
back to town. When the Montpelier Section was formed in 1955, she became a founding member
and the section's first treasurer. Later she served as president and secretary.
Section newsletters from the first decades list Frances as a frequent leader on hikes and snowshoe
trips. She guided members through Bolton Notch and Waitsfield Gap, up Camel's Hump and
Mount Elmore; a favorite destination was Eagle Ledge in Worcester. Her announcement of a July 4
hike, read "Bring your lunch, avoid the holiday din, and see where we go," another "Bring a trail
lunch. Better make it substantial." Hikers were encouraged to bring their children on Frances's
hikes.
After she could no longer keep up on section treks, Frances continued her walking. On Sundays
she often went with a friend, who said Frances knew "all the short hikes around Montpelier." She
held on to her backpack and hiking staff.
Frances's caretaker during her last years remarked how she cherished The Long Trail News and
read it carefully; the story of the January 1998 Ice Storm damage made a special impression. In addition to her reading, she passed the time playing Scrabble with friends (she usually won), doing crossword puzzles, and watching baseball on television. My favorite image of Frances is one provided by
her caretaker: Frances sits by the window on Court Street in her TV-chair, a green recliner, wearing
her Red Sox baseball cap, eagerly cheering on her favorite team.
Although she traveled in Canada and Ireland, Frances's life centered on her home town. She lived
frugally and when she died, left a sizeable estate. In accordance with her will, it was divided between
the institutions that had meant most to her: the Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Trinity Methodist
Church, Mount Holyoke College—and the Green Mountain Club. As her caretaker told me, "She
was a good person."
Frances's story is an illustration of the role the GMC plays in members' lives: sometimes it is
more significant than we can possibly imagine. Frances Holmes is buried with her parents in Montpelier's Green Mount Cemetery.
Reidun D. Nuquist
I am grateful to Mary Bellinzier, Petie Ferris, Sue Powers, Elizabeth Pulsifer, Doris Washburn, and
especially Roberta Downey for information about Frances Holmes.
Reprinted from LTN, Summer 2002.
Harlan Farnsworth (1929-1999):
A Eulogy
Just over a year ago, after a holiday gathering at our house, Harlan said to us: “It was interesting
to see who was there, and how they represented different facets of your lives.”
The same remark could have been made after Harlan’s memorial service on December 14 at
Christ Church in Montpelier. The church was filled to overflowing by people whose lives Harlan
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had touched. They represented different facets of Harlan’s rich and generous life—just as he represented facets of our lives.
To Andrew and myself, Harlan stood for family connections to Burlington, for our Bailey /
Clarendon Avenue neighborhood in Montpelier, and for Onion River Chorus, where he and Andrew sang together; he stood for hosting foreign visitors, including last year’s Ukrainians who came
to Vermont to study civil rights. But, above all, he was our high-spirited outdoors companion from
the Green Mountain Club.
Harlan had been active in the Burlington chapter of the GMC, and forty-five years ago, in 1955,
he was instrumental in starting the Montpelier Section. (Other charter members were Marcus
McCorison, Frances and Henry Holmes, Miriam Fitts, and Doris McKenna.) Harlan became the
first Montpelier Section president, although most who are active in the GMC today knew him better as our long-time treasurer, frequent trip leader, and, with Esther, host of club functions.
In almost every outing schedule we published, Harlan—with or without Esther—was listed as
trip leader for a hike, a bicycle or canoe trip, or a cross-country ski trip. I liked being behind him in
the ski track: he was such an enthusiastic, graceful skier, and fun to watch on the downhills.
Harlan was also a competent canoeist. We paddled with him and Esther on long canoeing and
camping trips in Canada: to Temagami, Kipewa, and Manicouagan. Harlan was always early to rise
and to break up camp; he was never one to waste the best part of the day. Occasionally, he rose too
early for some of us. But we forgave him when he picked blueberries and made us pancakes for
breakfast. At night, when we read aloud to each other, his strong voice carried across the water, as it
did when we sang by the campfire. Sometimes we just sat and shared the beauty of the vast Canadian landscape.

Harlan Farnsworth. Manicouagan
Reservoir, 1994.
In recent years Harlan became an avid bicyclist. He and Esther went biking in Europe, most recently last summer with their daughter Sally. Two years ago when a group of us toured in Pennsylvania, he was one of the few who went biking on an awful, rainy day, when most of us were satisfied
to curl up indoors. He hadn’t come all the way from Vermont to miss any part of the pastoral Amish
countryside—even if he had to get soaked seeing it.
We in the Green Mountain Club shall miss Harlan’s sense of fun, his obvious joy at being outdoors and alive. Clearly, he liked a physical challenge, but to him a GMC outing was as much a social event, yet another way to connect with people around him. His memorial service showed us that
Harlan had friends in all corners of our community. He was that rare human being: a really good,
caring man who lived his life to the fullest.
Reidun D. Nuquist
Written upon the death of Harlan Farnsworth, not previously published.
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David P. Morse, Sr. (1914-1999):
A Tribute from the Montpelier Section
Dear Betsy, Julia, and Dave:
I want to try and tell you how much your father meant, and means, to members of the Montpelier
Section of the Green Mountain Club and to Andrew and myself.
In the 1980s, when David P. Morse, Sr., was climbing the Adirondack Forty-Six—the mountains over 4,000 feet—the historian of the Adirondack Mountain Club, herself an octogenarian,
wrote to him: “ I’m rooting for you and I think it’s great that you are able to climb from the base of
Panther to Couchsachraga in three hours. Did you have wings on your feet!”
David did have wings on his feet! He was a natural athlete, an ardent hiker, skier, swimmer, biker,
canoeist and kayaker. Everything he did, he did with grace and competence: it was a pleasure to
watch him in fluid motion. He was, and will remain, a role model for the rest of us, as we reach our
forties, fifties, sixties, and seventies. If David could take pleasure in staying active outdoors for all of
his life, by golly, we can try too.
David’s first sport was running. He was a
track star in college and was competing in
Vermont road races well into his seventies.
He was annoyed, however—as much as
David could be annoyed—that runners over
sixty were all lumped together in one class,
while everybody else was only competing with
people their own age. I can still picture David
working out at the weekly Montpelier Fun
Runs, his head slightly tilted, as he came
speeding across the finish line by the Liquor
Control building, ahead of many younger runners. When he wasn’t running himself, he
took pleasure in sitting in the bleachers by the
Montpelier High School track, rooting for
local youngsters.
David was one of the first people Andrew
David Morse. Long Trail, 1996.
and I met when we joined the Montpelier Section almost thirty years ago. He, along with Dick and Dot Babcock, Doris Washburn, and Sally
Sairs, was the glue that kept the local chapter of the GMC together.
David held many positions within the section and the Green Mountain Club. He was a member
of the Board of Directors from 1981-1983. He wrote publicity and recruited new members. He
served on trails and shelters committees, and was a dedicated trail worker. He adopted a section of
the Long Trail south of Camel’s Hump and maintained it as long as he was able. He was the first
volunteer for the Adopt-A-Privy program on the trail, which meant hiking to Sterling Pond every
two weeks to turn the experimental compost bin over and adding bark. Every summer he visited and
befriended GMC seasonal field staff in central Vermont; he knew then all by name. He produced
handsome trail signs in his workshop on Upper Main Street. He drove backpackers, including Andrew and myself, to the Long Trail, and picked them up again, usually hiking in some distance to
meet them. In 1993 the GMC voted him an honorary life membership for his dedication to the Long
Trail and the club.
Over the years David led numerous outings for the Montpelier Section. As I was looking through
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old newsletters the other night, his name kept appearing on the outing schedule. He led us with a
gentle, modest, and friendly hand to Camel’s Hump, Mount Hunger, the Adirondacks, and the
Missisquoi River. For years he received the prize for the most active member of the section, followed closely by his good friend Doris Washburn.
David wasn’t always so active. In 1981, when he had retired, he wrote:
For forty-five years I had worked five and a half days a week and had to hope that
good weather would coincide with Sunday, the one day for a hike. But this summer,
things have changed, and when a day starts out like today I go hiking. The temperature
at 6 a.m. is in the low fifties. The air is clear and fresh and there is still mist in the valley. For the past several weeks I have been on Camel’s Hump and plan to cover each of
the approach trails.
Camel’s Hump was David’s mountain. He celebrated every birthday, even his eightieth, by hiking it. He didn’t mind going alone, it made it easier to observe and listen. He wrote of a visit to
Camel’s Hump:
In the lower elevations the vireos are abundant, shouting their demands. Occasionally
an ovenbird or thrush is heard. The warblers are silent for the most part, although I see
a few. Higher up I hear the clear notes of the white- throated sparrow. I have them at
home, but it seems that only at the high elevation are their notes so clear.
David took pleasure in nature and gained strength from it. When he completed the Long Trail
from Massachusetts to Canada in 1971—a venture he had started across Mount Mansfield in 1962
with Dave, Jr.—he reflected in his end-to-end report to the club, that the hikes were
great partly for the physical satisfaction, the beauty of the woods and streams, views from
the open peaks, but mostly for the people that took part and with whom I shared these
things. I know that I will go back many times to Stratton and Borne Pond, Little Rock
Pond and spend a few moments looking across the valley at Prospect Rock.
David, we enjoyed sharing those hikes with you. When we begin our annual trail clearing this
May on Camel’s Hump, your mountain where you spent so many peaceful hours maintaining the
Long Trail, we shall be thinking of you.
If we listen carefully, perhaps we shall hear your winged feet fluttering gently in approval—this
year and in many years to come.
Reidun D. Nuquist
Eulogy delivered at memorial service at Christ Church, Montpelier; printed in TT, April 1999.
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Appendix A:
Section End-to-End’ers
Names of current and deceased section members known to have hiked the Long Trail end-to-end
with year(s) of completion:
Eugene Bamforth (1944)
Charlene Bohl (1999)
Alan Bristow (1972, at age 8)
Charles Bristow (1972)
Michael Chernick (1999)
Sue Christiansen (2002)
Bill Clark (1997)
Brenda Clarkson (1994)
Marion Codling (1974)
Ronald Codling (1974)
Peter Downey (1993)
Roberta Downey (1993)
Marion Gorham (1966)
Robert Gruber (1994, at age 80)
Ken Hertz (1993)
Fred Jordan (1992, 2002, 2005)
Kenneth Kidd (1963)
Steve Lightholder (1999)
Marcus McCorison (1961)
Cynthia Martin (1982, 2005)
David Morse (1971)
Martha Nowlan (1982)
Jon Nuquist (2001)
Reidun Nuquist (2002)
Paul Ohman (1985)
Fred Osborne (1972)
David Otis (1974)
Sylvia Plumb (1997)
George Richardson (1999)
Jonathan Sairs (1971)
Sally Sairs (1971)
Roioli Schweiker (1967)
Val Valerand (2002)
Doris Washburn (1967)
Thomas Weiss (1981, 1999)
Marilyn Wilson (1999)
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Appendix B:
Montpelier Section Officers,
1955 – 2005
Note: This information was originally compiled by Reidun Nuquist, with assistance from Nancy Jordan, and later revised and updated by Ken Hertz.
Year

President

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Frances Holmes
Howard Bloom
James Fearon
James Fearon
Doris Newton
Wayne Cliff
David Otis
David Otis
David Morse
David Morse
Marion Gorham
Doris Washburn
Doris Washburn
Richard Babcock
Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
Charles Bristow
Charles Bristow
Andrew Nuquist
Robert Hamilton
Paul Wallace-Brodeur
Paul Wallace Brodeur
Robert Hamilton
George Longenecker
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Joseph Gosselin
Cynthia Martin
Cynthia Martin
Thomas Kastner
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
[vacant]
Reidun Nuquist

Vice President

Secretary
Ellen Hebblethwaite
Phyllis Murphy

Roioli Schweiker

James Kellogg

Doris Farnsworth
Doris Farnsworth
Barbara Hubbard
Marion Gorham
Marion Gorham
Marion Gorham
Doris Washburn
Doris Washburn
Frances Holmes
Frances Holmes
Leah Ruth Denton
Leah Ruth Denton
Charlotte Langer
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Wendy Hamilton
S. Sairs + R. Nuquist
S. Sairs + R. Nuquist
D. Babcock + F. Osborne
D. Babcock + F. Osborne
Susan Longenecker
Bessie Trott
Susan Maywood
Esther Farnsworth
Esther Farnsworth
Esther Farnsworth
Esther Farnsworth
Marilyn Wilson
Marilyn Wilson
Marilyn Wilson
Barbara Slayton
Barbara Slayton
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Year

President

Vice President

Secretary

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Thomas Weiss
Thomas Weiss
Cindy Lindemann
Cindy Lindemann
Cindy Lindemann
Cindy Lindemann
Cindy Lindemann
Frederick Jordan
Frederick Jordan
Frederick Jordan
Bill Clark
Bill Clark
Bill Clark

James Kellogg
James Kellogg
Cindy Bigelow
Cindy Lindemann
Nancy Schulz
Nancy Schulz
Nancy Schulz
Nancy Schulz
Marilyn Wilson
Nancy Schulz
Christie Carter
Christie Carter
Jill Aspinall
Jill Aspinall
Jill Aspinall

Barbara Slayton
Priscilla Page
Roberta Downey
Esther Farnsworth
Esther Farnsworth
Christie Carter
Christie Carter
Christie Carter
Christie Carter
Christie Carter
Priscilla Daggett
Priscilla Daggett
Priscilla Daggett
Sylvia Plumb
Sylvia Plumb

Year

Treasurer/Membership

Director(s)*

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

Frances Holmes
Frances Holmes

Eugene Bamforth
Eugene Bamforth
Eugene Bamforth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Marion Gorham
Marion Gorham
Marion Gorham
David Otis
David Otis
David Otis
Doris Washburn
Doris Washburn
Doris Washburn
Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist

Doris Farnsworth
Doris Farnsworth
Barbara Hubbard
Marion Gorham
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Jerry Dix
Jerry Dix
David Hine
David Hine
David Hine
David Hine
David Hine
David Hine
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock
Richard Babcock

Alternate Director

Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
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Year

Treasurer/Membership

Director(s)*

Alternate Director

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

Sally Sairs
Sally Sairs
S. Sairs + J. Illingworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Harlan Farnsworth
Peter Downey
Peter Downey
Peter Downey
Allen Jacobs
Allen Jacobs
Allen Jacobs
Duncan Wilkie
Duncan Wilkie
Duncan Wilkie
Duncan Wilkie
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
Andrew Nuquist
M. Garcia + A. Jacobs
M. Garcia + A. Jacobs
K. Hertz + A. Jacobs
K. Hertz + A. Jacobs

David Morse
David Morse
David Morse
Bryan Liss
Bryan Liss
Bryan Liss
Mark Haughwout
Mark Haughwout
M. Haughwout+A.Nuquist
A. Nuquist + B. Clarkson
A. Nuquist + B. Clarkson
Nuquist+Clarkson+Downey
A. Nuquist + P. Downey
A. Nuquist + P. Downey
Peter Downey
Peter Downey
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Ann Burcroff
Ann Burcroff
Ann Burcroff

Reidun Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
[vacant]
[vacant]
Ann Burcroff
Ann Burcroff
Ann Burcroff
Ann Burcroff
Fred Jordan
Fred Jordan
Fred Jordan

Year

T. & S. Coordinator

Publicity Coordinator**

1955
Harlan Farnsworth
1956
Phyllis Murphy
1957
1958
Howard Bloom
1959
1960
1961
1962
Gorhama Director can serve for two con* The term for Director is 3 years. According toMarion
GMC Bylaws,
secutive
terms.
1963
Dates
Alternate Director*
DatesGorham PR/Press Officer/Publicity**
1964
Marion
1965
Marion
Gorham Sally Sairs
1973-1974
1966
Marion
Gorham Sally Sairs
1974-1975
1967
Frances Holmes
1968
Frances Holmes
1969
Leah Ruth Denton
1970
Leah Ruth Denton
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Year
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005

T. & S. Coordinator

Paul Wallace-Brodeur
Paul Wallace-Brodeur
Robert Hamilton
George Longenecker
Paul Ohman
Paul Ohman
Paul Ohman
Paul Ohman
Paul Ohman
David Shepard
David Shepard
D. Shepard + B. Clarkson
David Shepard
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
William Osgood
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
Eric Seidel
John Buddington
John Buddington
John Buddington
Duncan Wilkie
Duncan Wilkie

Publicity Coordinator**
Charlotte Langer
Reidun Nuquist
S. Sairs + R. Nuquist
S. Sairs + W. Hamilton
S. Sairs + R. Nuquist
Reidun Nuquist
Fred Osborne
Fred Osborne
George Longenecker
George Longenecker
Edward Janeway
M. Saphra + P. Fournier
Mary Liss
Mary Liss
Mary Deaett
Jamie Cope
David Morse
David Morse
David Morse
David Morse
Michael Chernick
Michael Chernick
Michael Chernick
Michael Chernick
Michael Chernick
Frederick Jordan
Michael Chernick
Michael Chernick
Kathryn Gohl
Kathryn Gohl
Charlene Bohl
Charlene Bohl

Trail Talk Editor***
1981-1983—Reidun Nuquist
1984-1986—Esther Farnsworth
1987—Marilyn Wilson
1989—Reidun Nuquist
1989-1992—Andrew Nuquist
1992—Reidun Nuquist
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Trail Talk Editor***
1993-1999—Barbara Agnew
1999-2005—Nancy Jordan
* The term for director is three years; according to GMC bylaws a director can serve for two consecutive terms. The alternate director serves when the director is absent. The title for director was
trustee until 1977. Trustees were not apportioned to sections until 1962.
** The title for this appointed office has varied over the years.
*** Before the outing schedule added news and became a newsletter, the secretary was the editor.
Trail Talk first appeared in September 1981 with Number 1.
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Index
Page references in italics indicate illustrations.
A
Adirondack Forty-Sixers, 16, 36, 68
Adirondacks, 31, 36–37, 39, 48
adopter program: privies, 16, 68; shelters, 17, 21; trails, 8,
9, 11, 12, 22
Agnew, Barbara, 32, 44, 58
Alden, Peter, 62
Alden, Susan, 62
Allis Trail, 21–22
annual meetings (GMC), 43–45, 63
annual meetings (Montpelier Section), 41–43, 60
Appalachian Trail, 35
Appalachian Trail Conference (ATC), 44
Aspinall, Jill, 30, 34, 39, 55
auctions, 61–62
Authentic Log Homes of Vermont, 21
autumn outings, 46
B
Babcock, Dorothy, 13, 31, 36, 37, 49
Babcock, Larry, 49
Babcock, Richard, 7, 13, 31, 36, 49
Bahr, Joseph, 29
Ballantyne, Charles, 51
Ballantyne, Hedi, 51
Bamforth, Eugene, 4, 14, 64–65; GMC officer, 51; GMC
trustee, 56; at intersectional, 45; and Montpelier Section, 3; trail work, 6, 12, 13, 21
Bamforth Ridge, 9, 10, 11
Bamforth Ridge Shelter, 10–11, 13, 20–21, 53
banister ledge. See Spruce Knob
Barre Section, 1–2, 3, 24, 48
Battell Shelter, 58
Beaver Meadow Lodge, 26–27
Beaver Meadow Trail, 6
beavers, 7
Bellinzier, Mary, 44
benches, 21–22
Berlin, Vt., 12, 27
Berlin Pond, 28
bicycling, 30–31
blazing, 8, 64
Bloom, Anna, 44
Bloom, Howard, 6, 11–12
blueberry hikes, 33
Blumenthal, David, 25, 51, 52, 59
Bohl, Charlene, 35
Bolton Mountain, 22
Bolton Valley, 44–45
Brady, Cynthia, 14, 31
Brady, George, 31

Bread Loaf Section, 4, 47
breakfasts, 8–9
Bristow, Charles, 26
Bristow, Preston, 44
Bryant, Maynard, Dr. and Mrs., 4, 24
Buchanan, Roy, 7, 15, 20, 41, 65
Buchanan Lodge, 20, 37
Buddington, John, 18–19; committee work, 45, 51, 59;
section outings, 33; shelter builder, 13, 21; trail work,
12, 13
Burcroff, Ann, 63; committee work, 45, 51; cook, 8; instructor, 47; trip leader, 29–30, 36; and trip leadership,
40
Burlington Section, 2, 11, 20, 24, 41, 48
Butler Lodge, 1, 51
Button Bay Girl Scout Roundup, 20
bylaws, 41, 57–58
C
Cady, Wallace, Mr. and Mrs., 4
Calcagni, Pauline, 3
Camel's Hump, 10, 32, 44, 61–62, 69
Camp Wihakowi, 45–46
camping trips, 39
Canada, 37
canoeing. See paddling
caretakers, 7, 15–16, 60
Carry In, Carry Out, 15
Carter, Christie, 45, 51
Carter, Kate, 30
Catozzi, Ray, Mr. and Mrs., 3
Caughnawaga Shelter, 48
Champlain Islands, 30
Chernick, Michael: committee work, 45, 58; end-toend'er, 35; GMC officer, 51; section outings, 27, 54,
27, 58; trail work, 13
Chickering Bog, 36
Chilcoot Trail, 6
children, 39
Christmas parties. See holiday parties
Clark, Bill, 18–19; committee work, 51; section officer, 17,
56; section outings, 25, 35; shelter builder, 16, 21; trail
work, 9, 13; trip leadership, 40
Clarkson, Brenda, 10, 13
Codling, Jeannie, 20
Codling, Marion, 15, 43
coffee pot, 56
Coffey, Seth, 11
committees: executive, 41, 57; nominating, 57; trails and
shelters, 56, 57
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composting bins. See privies
Concept Two, 16
Conlon, Sean, 20
Conlon, Thomas, 20
Cook, Deborah, 20
Cook, Joseph, 20
Corker, Phillip, Mr. and Mrs., 4
Corliss Camp, 38
corn roasts, 24–25
Craftsbury, Vt., 27
cross-country skiing, 26–27
Curtis, Jane, 44
Curtis, Will, 44
D
Daggett, Priscilla, 29, 33, 34, 43
Davis, Deane, 29
Deaett, Mary, 51, 58, 62
Dean, Howard, 54, 61
Deep, Pauline, 1
donations, 60–61
Downey, Peter, 26–27, 32, 35, 47, 51
Downey, Roberta, 27, 44
Duck Brook Shelter, 37–38
dues. See membership dues
Duxbury, Vt., 21
Duxbury Window, 10, 22
Dylan, Bob, 22

Future Farmers of America, 15
G
Garcia, Mary, 27, 28, 30, 43, 54
Garfield, "Frenchy," 45
Gibson, Kay, 34
Gleason Brook, 10
Goddard, Ted, 6
Gohl, Kathryn, 51
Gorham, H. W., 20
Gorham, Marion, 41; annual meeting organizer, 43; at
intersectional, 45; LTN reporter, 58; section officer, 51;
section outings, 30; special guest, 28, 43; trail worker, 7,
13; trip leader, 37
Gorham Lodge, 10, 19–20
Gosselin, Emily, 51
Green Mountain Club. See also annual meetings (GMC):
Board of Trustees/Directors, 56–57; education program, 47; headquarters, 26, 44, 46, 47, 53, 60; logo, 48;
organizational review, 54, 56–57, 59; Sections Committee, 54; seventy-fifth anniversary, 44
Green-up Day, 29
Gross, D. W., 1
Groton State Park/Forest, 12, 25, 30, 33, 37, 38
Grundy, David, 43
Gusssmani, Rena, 3

H
Hadd, Lois, 43
E
Halloween hikes, 37
e-mail, 59
Halvosa, Mildred, 3
Earle, Janet, 1
Hamilton, Robert, 7, 61
East Montpelier Trail, 12
Hamilton, Wendy, 7, 61
education, 47
Hardy, David, 22
Elephant's Head Trail, 6–7, 8, 9, 25
Hare, Ruth, 10
end-to-end'ers, 35, 50, 54, 60, 69
Harrington, Jack, 15
Harvey, Jeff, 27
F
Hathaway, Richard, 61
Farnsworth, Doris, 4, 28
Haughwout, Mark, 27, 58
Farnsworth, Esther, 4, 38, 48, 67; cook, 8, 39; at dedica- Havens, Donald, 48
tion, 21; section outings, 26, 30; Trail Talk editor, 58
Hebblethwaite, Ellen, 4, 41
Farnsworth, Harlan, 48, 66–67; annual meeting organizer, helicopter drop, 10–11, 21, 22
43; committee work, 57; cook, 8, 25; GMC trustee, 56; Heller, Joan, 32
LTN reporter, 5; section officer, 4, 41, 59, 60; section
Heller, Julia, 21
outings, 30, 34–35; shelter dedicated to, 21; trail
Hertz, Ken, 9, 13, 16, 52, 59
worker, 7, 13; trip leader, 28, 38
Highland Lodge, 26, 27
Farnsworth, Russell, 45, 48
Hike-A-Ton, 62
Field, Fred, 3
hikes, 32–35
finances. See also merchandise, 59–61; auctions, 61–62;
holiday parties, 37–38
donations, 60–61; membership dues, 59–60
Holmes, Frances, 3, 5, 29, 64–65; section officer, 4, 6, 41
fires, 14, 15, 20, 24, 47
Holmes, Henry, 4, 65, 66
Fisher, Lori, 32
Holmes, Marion, 24
Fitts, Miriam, 4
Holmes, Nellie, 65
food hikes, 24–25, 39
Honey Hollow, 9–10
Fourth of July, 34
honorary life membership, 44, 51, 68
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Howes, Mildred, 4
Hubbard Park, 34, 61
Hutchinson, Louise, 4
I
IBM, 17
ice storm, 1998, 11
Illingworth, Judy, 26, 44
intersectionals, 15, 45–46, 48
J
Jacobs, Allen, 13, 44, 51
Janeway, Edward, 54
Jay Camp, 5
Jay Peak, 5
Jeffords, James, 61, 62
Jervis, Robert, 47
Jones, Peg, 1, 2
Jordan, Frederick, 48; committee work, 16, 18, 44–45, 51,
58; instructor, 47; section officer, 56, 59; section outings, 27, 30, 32, 35, 62; shelter adopter, 21; trail work,
13; and trip leadership, 40
Jordan, Nancy, 30, 41, 43, 48, 58
Joslin farm, 4, 5, 28
K
kayaking. See paddling
Kellogg, James, 36
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 3, 4, 66
Kemp, Robert, 12
Ketcham, Pete, 18
Kidd, Kenneth, 51
Killington Section, 4
Kingsbury, Ray, 43, 45
Kirchwey, Deborah, 35
L
Lake Champlain, 32
Lake Champlain Committee, 32
Lane, Gardiner, 15
Laraway Section, 4, 38
Larsen, Fred, 47
Layman-Mendonca, Marty, 54
Leach, Jordan, 17
leadership. See trip leadership
Leahy, Patrick, 62
Lightholder, Steve, 27, 30–31, 35, 38, 52
Lincoln, Robert, 61
Lindemann, Cynthia (Bigelow): committee work, 40, 45;
section outings, 27, 30, 32; trail work, 13
Lindemann, Robert, 21, 27
Lindner, Brian, 44
Llewellyn, Mary Jo, 13
lodges. See names of lodges
Loewenton, Ed, 33, 59

logos, 48, 52
Long Trail: on Camel's Hump, 9–11; end-to-end, 35, 43,
45, 50; from Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoot Pass, 6–9;
use of, 34–35
Long Trail Lodge, 3, 43, 49
Long Trail News, 58
Long Trail Patrol, 6, 7, 10, 14, 15, 20, 21
Long Trail Protection Campaign, 53–54, 60, 61–62
Longenecker, George, 13, 25–26, 51, 62, 44
M
McClintock, William, 13
McCorison, Marcus, 3, 4
MacDonald, Roy, 65
McKenna, Doris, 4
McWilliam, James, 12, 33
McWilliam, Marie, 12
Mad River Greenway, 28
Madonna Corporation, 15
Magoon, Coralie, 18
Marcotte, Lena, 1
Marcotte, Yvette, 1
Martin, Cynthia, 13, 44, 44, 51, 62
Mead, Randy, 15
members. See also end-to-end'ers; trip leaders: current, 51–
52; deceased, 49–51; most active, 51–52; in numbers,
53–54; recruitment, 54–55; survey of, 55
membership dues, 59–60
Mendelsohn, Eve, 33
merchandise, 44, 63
Merrill, Perry, 16, 43
Miles, Harold, 51
Missisquoi River, 31
Molz, Rick, 10, 30
Monroe, Will, 9
Monroe Skyline, 9, 64
Montpelier, Vt. See also Hubbard Park; Kellogg-Hubbard
Library, 12, 34, 53, 60
Montpelier Section: fiftieth anniversary, 34, 38, 39, 43, 52;
forming of, 3–5
Monty, Al, 45
Morse, Betsy, 5, 20, 21
Morse, David, 32, 49, 68–69; committee work, 17–18, 44,
45; dedications to, 21–22; honorary life member, 44,
51; at intersectional, 45; privy adopter, 16; section outings, 5, 14, 20, 30, 31, 32, 36–37, 62; shelter builder,
15; trail work, 7, 13
Morse farm, 4, 28, 41
Motyka, Conrad, 12
Mould, Fred, 7, 14
Mount Grant, 62
Mount Hor, 36
Mount Hunger, 11–12, 33
Mount Hunger Section, 1
Mount Mansfield, 25, 27, 33
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Mount Mansfield Company, 6
Mount Worcester, 11, 12
Murphy, Phyllis, 4
Myer, Dorothy, 24
mystery hikes, 5, 36

Peet, Harry, 16, 44, 54, 61, 63
peregrine falcons, 8
Peregrine Outfitters, 16
Periale, Andy, 45
Perkins, Craigue, 3
Perkins, Mary, 3
Perkins, Vera, 3
Peterson, Jean, 26, 50
Pierce, Mortimer, 1
Pierce, Robert, 1
planning. See outings
Plant and Griffith Lumber Company, 15
Plante, Hilmaine, 1
Plumb, George, 32, 45, 47, 51
Plumb, Sylvia, 40, 51
poetry hikes, 54
Poffenberger, John and Peggy, 27
Poole, Robert, 15
potlucks. See food hikes
privies, 16, 18–19, 68
Puente, George, Mrs., 2
puncheons, 10–11
Putnam State Forest, 11

N
National Scenic Trail, 44, 54
New England Culinary Institute (NECI), 43, 44, 61
New Year's Eve, 38
New York Section, 9, 10, 54
Newton, Doris, 3, 4
Noble, Neal, 44
North Branch River, 29
Notte, John, 22
Nuquist, Andrew, 18–19, 48; auctions, 61–62; committee
work, 44; cook, 8; GMC officer, 17, 51; honorary life
member, 51; section officer, 57; section outings, 54;
shelter builder, 15; Trail Talk editor, 58; trail work, 7,
11, 13; trip leader, 27, 32; and trip leadership, 40
Nuquist, Jon, 26
Nuquist, Reidun, 34, 43; auctions, 61; committee work,
44, 45, 51, 57; cook, 8; honorary life member, 51; instructor, 47; section outings, 32, 54; Trail Talk editor,
58; trail work, 11, 12, 13; trip leader, 27, 28, 34, 54, 62; R
and trip leadership, 40
re-locations. See trail re-locations
Reagan, Ronald, 65
O
Richardson, George, 35
officers. See also term limits; 56–57; director, 43, 56–57;
road walks, 28
membership coordinator, 57, 59; newsletter editor, 57– Robbins Mountain, 9
58; president, 43, 56, 57; publicity coordinator, 57; sec- Rose, Ben, 22, 45
retary, 56; trails and shelters coordinator, 57; treasurer, Ruschp, Sepp, 14
56, 59; vice president, 57
Russo, Donna, 41
Ohman, Paul, 13, 26, 35, 50
Osborne, Frederick, 16, 51
S
Osgood, William, 13, 25, 43, 51
Saco River, 31
Otis, Ann, 16, 24, 28, 45, 48
Sairs, Christopher, 15
Otis, David: and Burlington Section, 48; GMC officer,
Sairs, Jonathan, 7, 15, 16
51; at intersectional, 45; shelter builder, 15; special
Sairs, Sally, 49; committee work, 18; cook, 8; AT hiker,
guest, 43; trail work, 7, 13; trip leader, 24, 25, 28, 37
35; section officer, 7, 51; section outings, 31, 32, 35; 24;
Otis, Mary Ellen, 45
26; special guest, 43; trails and shelters work, 13, 53;
outing schedule, 23, 39, 55
trip leader, 38
outings. See also types of activities: attendance, 39, 55; diffi- Sawyer, Susan, 47
culty ratings, 39; planning, 4, 23, 41
Schulz, Nancy, 28; committee work, 45; her 50/50, 16, 39,
overnight trips, 39
52–53; section outings, 27, 30, 32; trip leader, 25, 34,
oyster stew hikes, 2, 23–24
52–53
Schwarz, Robert, 54
P
Schweiker, Roioli, 31
paddling, 31–32
Scragg Mountain, 5, 64
Page, Priscilla, 43, 63; committee work, 40, 44–45, 51, 57; section names, 3–4
section outings, 36, 62; trail work, 13; trip leader, 28
Seidel, Eric, 10, 18–19, 43, 44; committee work, 44, 51;
Pasvolsky, Richard, 3
shelter builder, 16, 21; trail work, 11, 12–13; trip
Peacham Pond, 32
leader, 30, 36, 62
Pearlstein, George, 15
Shaffer, Dennis, 60
Pease, James, 15–16, 17
Shane, Al, 28, 43
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Shear, Lexi, 13
shelters. See names of shelters
Shepard, David, 10, 12, 13, 51
Shooting Star Shelter, 20
Shortsleeves, Daniel, 15
skiing. See cross-country skiing
Slater, Mary, 30, 43
Slayton, Barbara, 62
Slayton, Thomas, 45
Smith, Carl, 3
Smith, Clyde, 41
Smith, Winona (Norrie), 1
Smugglers' Notch, 27
Smugglers Notch Resort, 16
Snake Mountain, 29–30
Snowshoe Festival, 26
snowshoeing, 25–26
speakers, 42, 46–47
Spear, Robert, 47
Spruce Knob, 10
Sterling Pond, 14, 16, 18
Sterling Pond Lodge: first, 14; second, 6, 7, 14–15
Sterling Pond Shelter: first, 7, 15–16; second, 16–17, 53
Sterling Pond Trail, 6, 7, 9
Sterling Section, 4, 6, 14, 26–27
Stori, Val, 21, 47
sugar-on-snow parties, 4, 5, 28, 41
survey, 55
T
Taylor, James, 46
Taylor (James P.) Winter Series, 46–47, 60
Taylor Lodge, 23–24, 37
term limits, 57
Thanksgiving dinner, 25
theme hikes, 47, 55
Tierney, Tim, 16
Titcomb, Stephen, 11
Tomasi, Madeline, 3
trail re-locations: around Sterling Pond, 7–8; on Camel's
Hump, 9; in Smugglers' Notch, 9
trail signs, 64, 68
Trail Talk, 54, 58–59
trail work. See also blazing: after ice storm, 11; on Camel's
Hump, 9–11; in fall, 7; at GMC annual meetings, 43;
scheduling of, 39; in Smugglers' Notch area, 6–9; in
Worcester Range, 11–12
trail workers, 12–13
trip leaders, 52–53
trip leadership, 40, 53
trip reports, 23
trips. See types of activities
Trottier, Marcel, 1
Tuneful Trekkers, 43
turtle hikes, 2

265 Mile Club, 60
U
U. S. Forest Service, 16
V
van Dyke, Lia, 17
vandalism, 14–15, 16, 22
Vermont. Forests, Parks and Recreation, Department of,
10, 12, 20–21
Victory Bog, 36
W
Walker, Adam, 26
Wallace, Donald, 12, 20, 48, 65
Wallace-Brodeur, Paul, 17–18, 50, 61
Wallace-Brodeur, Ruth, 61
Waller, Chuck, 15
Washburn, Doris, 21, 42, 49, 52; anniversary speaker, 43;
auction, 61; committee work, 44, 45, 51, 58; cook, 8;
honorary life member, 51; at intersectional, 45; section
officer, 51; section outings, 20, 24, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32,
37, 49, 69; shelter builder, 15; trail work, 7, 13; trip
leader, 29, 30, 36
Waterbury Reservoir, 31, 32
Watson, Thomas, 17
Watson Camp, 16, 17–19
web site, 59
Weber, Seward, 51
Weber, Susan, 40, 51
Webster, Harris, 43
Weiss, Thomas, 18–19; committee work, 28, 34; instructor, 47; trail work, 13; trip leader, 35, 36; and trip leadership, 40
Whitcomb, Roger, 13
White Mountains, 27, 37
White Rock Mountain, 12
Whiteface Trail, 6
wildflower hikes, 29–30
Wiley, William, 20
Wiley Lodge, 20
Wilkie, Duncan, 13, 16, 29, 35, 63
Wilkinson, Robert, 1
Wilson, Marilyn, 27, 30, 31, 35, 43, 58
Wilson, Robert, 27, 30
Winooski River, 9, 11, 29, 31
Worcester Mountain, 25–26, 33
Worcester Range, 11–12, 33, 64–65
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