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     GMC Montpelier Section Newsletter 
       Spring, 2019 ~ No. 130 

  

Montpelier Section ANNUAL MEETING 
             Saturday, May 4, 2019 

 
  How much is enough? A bold vision for Northeastern wilderness in the face of a changing  
planet - by guest speaker Zack Porter 
 
  Why Wilderness? Why now? And how much do we need? After a century of forest recovery, Northeast-
ern forests are again on the decline. Fortunately, momentum for wilderness protection is on the rise. Join 
us for a dynamic presentation investigating the threats to wild places and wildlife of the Northeast, and 
the opportunity to shape a more vibrant future for nature and people in our home region. 

   
  Zack Porter is the Outreach and Communications Coordi-
nator for Northeast Wilderness Trust, which protects more 
than 27,000 acres of wilderness across New England and 
the Adirondacks. Zack's wilderness career began fifteen 
years ago as a wilderness ranger in the North Cascades, 
and he spent the last decade working to safeguard wild 
places in the Northern Rockies with Montana Wilderness 
Association. Zack recently moved back to his native New 
England and lives in Montpelier with his wife, Kassia, and 
daughter, Celeste. 
 
Photo: Burnt Mtn.,5,500-acre property bordering the LT south of Hazens 

Notch, will soon be jointly protected by Northeast Wilderness Trust and The Nature Conservancy 
 
Where:   North Branch Nature Center, 713 Elm Street, Montpelier (2 miles north of downtown  
  Montpelier) 
 
Program:  Optional walk along the river at NBNC - 4:30 P.M.  
  Social hour - 5:30 P.M 
  Potluck dinner - 6:00 P.M.  
  Annual meeting - 7:00 P.M.  
  Feature presentation - 8:00 P.M. 
 
What to bring: Your assigned dish (see below) and own plate, cup, and utensils. With your dish, 
please       include a list of ingredients for those who may have food allergies. 
 
If your last name starts with: 
 
  A-G: Dessert or hors d’oeuvres 
  H-O: Salad (pasta, green, or other) 
  P-Z:  Main dish 
 
  The annual business meeting will follow dinner and end with our guest speaker, Zack Porter 
 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
Kenneth Hertz
Location changed to Christ Church, 64 State Street, Montpelier

Kenneth Hertz
The 4:30 walk will meet at Christ Church and walk to Hubbard Park.
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  The Montpelier Section welcomes these new 
members who joined after November 7, 2018: 
David Caterino, Benjamin Heney, Kate Herring-
ton, Susan Riggen, Mary Ulatowski, and Brian 
Zittritsch 
 
  We look forward to meeting you at our upcom-
ing events. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 

 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
                                     by Steve Bailey 

 

  The forests along the Long Trail are beautiful 
examples of the wide variety of trees that we en-
joy here in Vermont. Unfortunately those forests 
are going to get a little less diverse over the 
course of the coming years. The emerald ash bor-
er has now been discovered here in Vermont, 
right in our capital city of Montpelier. We have 
been expecting this for a number of years, as the 
ash borer was first discovered in the US in Michi-
gan in 2002 and has been spreading steadily 
since then.   
  The ash borer is a native of northern China and 
eastern Russia, where it is only a minor problem 
due to resistant trees and predators. However, in 
the US and Europe, the trees are not resistant 
and predators do not exist. After trees are initially 
infested here in Vermont, virtually all of them will 
die within ten years. 
  What does that mean for us as landowners and 
hikers? If you have an ash tree on your property, 
you should not remove it unless it shows signs of 
infestation, as it may last several more years. The 
paths of invading insects are often irregular, and 
certain areas may be spared for quite a long time. 
Once the upper branches start dying, though, you 
should take the tree down, as falling branches can 
be a hazard. 
  On the Long Trail and 
other hiking trails, ash 
trees grow in a wide 
variety of conditions.  If 
you are in a deciduous 
forest, the chances are 
you will find some ash 
there. Fortunately only 
a few of the ash trees 
have been infested so 
far, so the danger from 
dead limbs falling off 
the trees is relatively small. As the years go by, 
though, dying ash trees will present more of a 
danger, especially in strong winds.  
  Is there a hope of controlling these destructive 
insects? If you have a favorite ash tree in your 
yard, there are insecticides that you can use to 
prolong the life of the tree. There are differing 
opinions on whether or not this is good for the  
environment―you will have to make up your own 
mind on that. Three species of predators from 
China have been identified which attack the ash 
borer but no other insects. They have been ap-
proved for release here, but they have not sur-
vived in large enough numbers to make a differ-
ence yet. We hope that further research may help 
us in our efforts to control the ash borers. 

Trails & Shelters Committee 

Ed Epstein image 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
mailto:coordinator@gmcmontpelier.org
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PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG. 

              CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

                                      March 3, 2019 -  May 31, 2019 
 

   The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between.                                               
 • Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children.   
 • Moderate - requires a degree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable.   
 • Difficult - challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary. 
   Always bring appropri-ate gear for the event you are attending (i.e., lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, 
footwear, and other items as mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events.  
There is no charge. 
   Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or 
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they 
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group. 

 
  The Young Adventurers Club is a group to get parents and children (0-12 years old) outdoors to hike, 
play, learn about nature, and make friends. Events happen on the second weekend of every month. 
Please check out their website: gmcmontpelier.org/yac for details. 

 
 
March 3, Sunday - Cross-country Ski. Moscow. 
Easy/Moderate. 6-8 miles. Park at Cotton Brook 
Road and ski the valley of Cotton Brook on an old 
woods road. Contact Leaders: Steve or Heather 
Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbailey@gmail.com for 
meeting time and place. 
 
March 6, Wednesday - Cross-country 
Ski. Stowe. Various distances. All abilities. Stowe 
Mountain Resort. Trail fee. Bring lunch. Contact 
Leaders: Mary Garcia, 622-0585 or Mary Smith, 
505-0603 for meeting time and place. 
 
March 10, Sunday - Cross-country Ski. Elmore. 
Hardwick Flats road. Easy/Moderate. Several 
loops are available of varying lengths. On private 
land which is open to the public at no charge. 
Bring lunch and water. Contact Leaders: Steve or 
Heather Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbai-
ley@gmail.com for meeting time and place. 
 
March 13, Wednesday - Meeting. Montpelier. 
Social and slide-show Membership Meeting. Non
-members welcome. Pictures by the Nuquists 
from Hurtigruten (fast route), a twelve-day, 2400-
mile round-trip coastal voyage between Bergen, 
Norway, and Kirkenes, Norway, near the Russian 
boarder on the Barents Sea. Said to be the 
world's most beautiful voyage. 7:00 P.M. at the 
T.W. Wood Gallery, 46 Barre Street, Montpelier. 
Entrance on left side of Center for Arts and 
Learning. 
 
March 16, Saturday - Cross-country Ski.  
Greensboro. 12 miles. Moderate/Difficult terrain 
and moderate pace. Ski from Highland Lodge in 
Greensboro to Craftsbury Outdoor Center in 
Craftsbury. Experienced skiers only. Take shuttle 
from COC to Highland Lodge. Classic or skate 
skis may be rented at COC. Trail free and shuttle 

bus fee required. Bring water, lunch, and snacks 
for the trail, and wear layered clothing. Food may 
also be purchased at COC. Contact Leader: 
Phyllis Rubenstein, 793-6313 or Phyllis@  
PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net for meet-
ing time and place. 
 
March 23, Saturday - Hike. Elmore. Moderate. 5 
miles. Hike or snowshoe up Mt. Elmore, ascend-
ing by the most direct route and descending via 
Balanced Rock. Great views from the fire tower of 
the Green Mountains and also the Whites 
(weather permitting). Contact Leaders: Steve or 
Heather Bailey, 622-4516 or stevecbai-
ley@gmail.com for meeting time and place. 
 
April 2, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Washington. 
Easy. 20 +/- miles. Washington Heights to Chel-
sea. Meet at the pull off on the left just below 
Washington Heights on Rte. 110 at 11:00 A.M. 
Bike to Chelsea or maybe a little further. Bring 
lunch or there is a Quick Stop in Chelsea to buy 
food. Contact: George Plumb, 883-2313 or 
plumb.george@gmail.com 
 
April 9, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Worcester. Moder-
ate. 30 +/- miles. Worcester to Elmore on Rte. 12. 
Leave at 10:00 A.M. from the Worcester Town 
Office. Eat lunch at the Elmore General Store. 
Contact: George Plumb, 883-2313 or 
plumb.george@gmail.com 
 
April 16, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Orange. Moder-
ate. 20 +/- miles. Orange to Plainfield. Reservoir 
Rd. to East Hill Rd. to Cameron Rd. to Plainfield. 
Lunch at Positive Pie. Return via Brook Rd. and 
Reservoir Rd. Leave at 10:00 from the Orange 
Recreation Area just up Reservoir Rd. from Rte. 
302. Contact: George Plumb, 883-2313 or 
plumb.george@gmail.com 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
mailto:stevecbailey@gmail.com
mailto:ley@gmail.com
mailto:ley@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
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April 23, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Montpelier. Easy. 
Montpelier to Adamant. 15 +/- miles. County Road 
to Bliss Pond Rd. to Adamant Rd. to Center St. to 
Bliss Rd. to County Rd. Lunch at the Adamant Co-
op. Leave from Morse Farm at 10:00 A.M. Con-
tact: George Plumb, 883-2313 or 
plumb.george@gmail.com 
 

April 27, Saturday - Walk. Adamant. Easy. 5 
miles. Walk around Sodom Pond. Contact Lead-
ers: Mary Smith, 505-0603 or Mary Garcia, 622-
0585 for meeting time and place. 
 

April 30, Tuesday - Bike Ride. East Montpelier. 
Easy. 20 +/- miles. East Montpelier/Calais back 
roads. Leave 10:00 A.M. from the parking area at 
#10 Pond in Calais. Bring a lunch as there is no 
place to buy lunch. Contact: George Plumb at 883-
2313 or plumb.george@gmail.com 
 

May 1, Wednesday - Bike Ride. Plainfield. Easy. 
Cross Vermont Trail. 20 +/- miles. Plainfield to 
Marshfield. Meet at the parking area near the Hu-
mane Society on Rte. 14. Bring your lunch. Meet 
at 10:00 A.M. Contact: George Plumb at 883-2313 
or plumb.george@gmail.com 
 

May 4, Saturday - Meeting. Montpelier. Section 
Annual Meeting. North Branch Nature Center. See 
page 1 for details.   
 

May 5, Sunday - Hike. Peacham. 5.5 miles. Easy 
terrain and moderate pace. Hike from near Mar-
tin's Pond in Peacham to Peacham Bog in Groton 
State Forest to see early bog and woodland 
plants. Optional hike on loop trail to Devil's Hill 
(Easy 1.4 miles) for a view of Peacham Bog and 
Peacham Pond. Bring water, lunch, and snack. 
Contact Leader: Phyllis Rubenstein, 793-6313 or 
Phyllis@PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net for 
meeting time and place. 
 

May 8, Wednesday - Bike Ride. Middlesex. Easy. 
12 miles. Ride from Middlesex to Moretown and 
back. Bring water, lunch, or buy at the Moretown 
Store. Helmet required. Contact: Mary Smith, 505-
0603 or Mary Garcia, 622-0585 for meeting time 
and place. 
 

May 11, Saturday - Work Hike. Duxbury. Bam-
forth Ridge. All abilities welcome and needed. 
Spring walk-thru and routine pre-hiking season 
trail work on the LT south of Winooski River to 
Bamforth Ridge Shelter, and farther south on 
Camel's Hump. Conditions permitting. Bring lunch, 
water, and work gloves. Wear sturdy boots and 
work clothes. Tools provided. Meet at MHS at 8:00 
A.M. Contact Leader: Alan Paschell, 
dreamon@myfairpoint.net 
 

May 12, Sunday - Walk. Stowe. Easy. Paved 10 
miles round trip. Stowe Bike Path. Contact Leader: 
Michael Chernick, chernick5@comcast.net for 
meeting time and place. 

May 14, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Danville. Difficult. 
25 +/- miles. Danville to St. Johnsbury on the 
Lamoille Valley Rail Trail. Continuous downhill to 
St. J. but then a two-hour uphill back. Meet at the 
E. Montpelier park and ride to carpool at 9:30 A.M. 
Bike from the old railroad station just east of Dan-
ville. Lunch at a restaurant in St. J. Contact: 
George Plumb, 883-2313 or plumb.george@ 
gmail.com 
 

May 18, Saturday - Work Hike. Stowe. All abili-
ties welcome and needed. Spring walk-thru and 
routine pre-hiking season trail work on the LT 
north of Barnes Camp to Sterling Pond or farther 
toward Chilcoot Pass, the Sterling Pond Trail from 
Smugglers' Notch, and the Barnes Camp Loop 
from the picnic area. Bring lunch, water, and work 
gloves. Wear sturdy boots and work clothes. Tools 
provided. Meet at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Leader: Alan 
Paschell, dreamon@myfairpoint.net 
 

May 20, Monday - Hike. Marshfield. Easy. 4 +/- 
miles. Stranahan Forest. On our late afternoon/
early evening hike, we will see spring wildflowers 
and explore vernal ponds. Bring snacks and water. 
Optional dinner afterwards at Positive Pie in Plain-
field. Contact Leader: Phyllis Rubenstein, 793-
6313 or Phyllis@  
PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net for meeting 
time and place. 
 

May 21, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Edgewater. Moder-
ate. 20 +/-mile round trip. Cross Vermont Trail. 
Meet at 10:00 A.M. Bring lunch. From Marshfield, 
drive up Depot Rd. to Edgewater where you can 
park near the trail. Bike down the old railroad bed 
into Groton State Forest and stop at whatever 
point we feel is far enough for lunch, and return. A 
beautiful forest covered trail. Contact: George 
Plumb, 883-2313 or plumb.george@gmail.com 
 
May 27, Monday - Hike. Groton/Peacham. Mod-
erate. 5-6 miles. Groton State Forest History and 
Wildflower Hike. See what’s in bloom and learn 
about the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). 
Bring lunch and water. Park entrance fee. Contact 
Leaders: George Longenecker or Cynthia Martin, 
229-9787 for meeting time and place. 
 
May 28, Tuesday - Bike Ride. Williamstown Gulf. 
24 +/- miles. Moderate/Difficult. Williamstown Gulf 
to East Randolph with a stop at the Floating 
Bridge. Return on Rte. 14. Meet at 10:00 A.M. in 
the parking area at Williamstown Gulf. Bring lunch. 
Contact: George Plumb, 883-2313 or 
plumb.george@gmail.com 
 
May 31, Friday - Meeting. Roxbury. Green Moun-
tain Club Annual Meeting, sponsored by the Mont-
pelier Section. See page 8 for some details, and 
Long Trail News for complete details.  

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:Phyllis@PhyllisRubensteinLaw.comcastbiz.net
mailto:dreamon@myfairpoint.net
mailto:chernick5@comcast.net
mailto:dreamon@myfairpoint.net
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com
mailto:plumb.george@gmail.com


  

  
Somersaults in Spring 

                              by George Longenecker 
 
          Only a week after dirty snow melted, 
          bright tulips bloomed—  
          lemon yellow, crimson, orange— 
          colors unreal against so much brown, 
          like little girls’ skirts  
          when they do somersaults in spring; 
          it all fades so soon—  
          like childhood— 
          colors so bright 
          we want them back again with 
          all their gaudiness and silly laughter — 
          so brief that first breath of spring.  
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TRIBUTE TO TWO OF OUR OWN 
 

Frederick T. Jordan 
1921—2018 
    Fred was a true outdoorsman who loved every-
thing about nature: from skiing, canoeing/kayak- 
ing, paddle boarding, 
hiking and caring for 
the mountain trails, to 
standing atop them 
and absorbing every 
ounce of beauty before 
him. It was in nature 
that he conquered his 
dreams. One of his 
many accomplish-
ments was hiking the 
Long Trail end-to-end 
4 1/2 times, of which 
he was very proud. From tent camping all over 
Vermont and New Hampshire to exploring the sea 
coast of Maine with his family, Fred always fol-
lowed his passion for the outdoors. Those outings 
took him and his family to many places, including 
paddling the length of the Allagash River in Maine 
to the St. John’s River in Canada.  
  Fred left us in September of last year. He led a 
full and happy life and instilled his love for the out-
doors in his children and grandchildren. Etched on 
his gravestone is a beautiful depiction of his happy 
place, Camel’s Hump. 
 
 
Reidun Dahle Nuquist 
1940—2018 
  We will each remember Reidun in our own ways. 
We will see her when we ski through fresh snow.  
She skied so gracefully 
in so many places, from 
Norway as a young wom-
an to her favorite trails in 
Craftsbury.  We’ll hear 
her voice soft on the wa-
ter as we paddle Green 
River, or any of the lakes 
she loved. Whenever we 
rake leaves from a trail or 
clear a water bar, we’ll 
remember that Reidun 
walked here and worked 
to make the path better 
for others. Much has been said of Reidun’s life 
and passing. This is as it should be, for hers was a 
vibrant life. Now, when we go to a special place, 
we’ll carry our own memories. In each season 
we’ll think of her and remember her voice.    

             

          TRAIL WORKERS     
   NEEDED!    

  The Montpelier Section would welcome your 
help on both of their upcoming Spring work 
hikes:  (doesn’t Spring sound nice?) 

 

May 11, Saturday – Rain Date: May 12, 
  Sunday. Duxbury. Bamforth Ridge. 

Spring walk-thru and routine pre-hiking 
season trail work on the LT south of the 
Winooski River to Bamforth Ridge Shel-
ter, and farther south on Camel’s Hump. 
All abilities welcomed and needed. 

 
May 18, Saturday – Rain Date: May 19, 

Sunday. Stowe. Smugglers’ Notch. 
Spring walk-thru and routine pre-hiking 
trail work on the LT north of Barnes 
Camp to Sterling Pond to Chilcoot Pass, 
Sterling Pond Trail from Smugglers’ 
Notch, and Barnes Camp loop from the 
picnic area. All abilities welcomed and 
needed. 

Springtime flowers 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
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December 1, 2018 - Cross-country Ski Crafts-
bury Outdoor Center by Phyllis Rubenstein 
  On a pleasant early winter Saturday, 6 of us 
cross-country skied about 12 km at the Craftsbury 
Outdoor Center. From the Center, we skied out 
Duck Pond to Elinor's Hill to Sam's Run to Ruthie's 
Run to Charlie's Cabin and back to the Center on 
the Lakeside Trail. The conditions were excellent! 
Although the parking lots were packed, once out 
on the trails away from the Center, it was pretty 
quiet.  
 
January 5, 2019 – Bolton. Cross-country Ski by 
Mary Garcia 
  Four people enjoyed the beautiful day with mild 

temperatures. How-
ever, it was difficult 
to find a place to 
park and there was 
only one trail availa-
ble to ski on in the 
morning. There was 
a large race for area 
high schools tak-
ing place that day. 
We tried to make our 
way out to the 
Broadway Trail in the 
afternoon only to find 
that many students 
and their families 
were returning to the 

center at the same time. We gave that idea up, 
and three people decided to repeat the trail we 
had done in the morning. 
 
January 12, 2019 - Snowshoe. Camel's Hump 
by Steve Bailey 

  The morning was frigid, in 
the single digits below zero, 
but the sun was shining 
when five intrepid hikers 
started out to climb Camel's 
Hump. The woods were 
windless and we soon were 
taking off layers as we start-
ed up. Fortunately a few 
snowshoers had packed out 
the trail somewhat after the 
foot of new snow had fallen. 
We passed a hiker on his 
way down, and he said that it 
was -8 degrees at the top. 

With 25 mph winds, that worked out to a wind chill 
of around -30. At the clearing we put on all the lay-

ers we had, renewed our hand warmers and set 
out for the summit. The sky was crystal clear and 
we had great views from the Adirondacks to the 
Whites, but the extreme cold killed our phone bat-
teries and we have no pictures from the top. We 
warmed up on the way down and were very glad 
we had resisted the urge to cancel the hike.  

January 13, 2019 - Cross-country Skiing. 
Craftsbury Outdoor Center by Phyllis Ru-
benstein 
  On a frigid, but sunny, day, two of us skied at 
Craftsbury Outdoor Center. The conditions were 
excellent and we stayed warm by moving at a 
good pace. From the Center, we skied Murphy's 
Field to Duck Pond to Eleanor's Hill to Sam's Run 
and back to the Center on Ruthie's Run, a total of 
11.1 km. 
 
January 27, 2019 – Hike. Lake Mansfield to Tay-
lor Lodge by Steve and Heather Bailey 
  Twelve hikers started out 
at the Lake Mansfield 
Trout Club to hike to Tay-
lor Lodge. The trail had 
been packed by snowsho-
ers up to the waterfall, but 
most people had turned 
around at that point. The 
trail slanted steeply to one 
side with uneven snow, 
but after a short distance 
we arrived at the beaver 
ponds and it was much 
flatter. We had to break 
trail from there to the 

lodge. It was windy with a steady snowfall, but the 
woods were beautiful. 
  
 
 

TRIP REPORTS 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org


 

 SECTION DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
                                   by George Longenecker 
 
  A new study, “Growing Membership and Donations 
Among 25-45 Year Olds, Opportunity and Strategy for 
the Green Mountain Club,” looks at ways our organiza-
tion can attract and retain younger members. Seventh 
Generation, which donates employee time to non-
profits, did the study pro bono with a team of six.  
  Most of us are familiar with the phenomenon. Lots of 
young people hike the Long Trail, Appalachian Trail 
and other Vermont trails. The young people we meet 
are enthusiastic, fit and love the trail. Most of them are 
not members. I was in my 20s when I joined the GMC, 
as were many of us. Data show what we guessed. Me-
dian age of a GMC member was 47 in 2000, and is 59 
today. Fewer than 5% of trail users are members. We 
know what attracted us to the club, and wonder what 
would attract new members. The goal would be to 
have 10% of trail users be members.  
  The team from Seventh Generation tried to address 
that goal by surveying hikers.   
  They looked at three reasons people are attracted to 
the trail: urgency, fun and heritage. Urgency includes 
climate change and threats to trails. Fun includes love 
of the outdoors and meeting new people. Heritage in-
cludes love of Vermont, its history, cheese and craft 
beer. Of the three, more hikers responded to fun as  
the primary motivator. This is not to say the other two 
aren’t important. I can relate to this, as I met my wife 
on the trail. Fun was a primary motivator, though we 
certainly cared deeply about the environment and the 
heritage of Vermont.   
  How then does the GMC market fun and get hikers  
to join? 60% of hikers don’t know what the GMC does,  
and many don’t know it exists. How do we make our 
trail lovers aware of what the GMC is? The survey 
found that the GMC is a healthy, vibrant organization 
that does a good job maintaining trails and preserving 
land. The trouble is people don’t always know that. The 
team suggested a new logo and slogan: “Hike VT > 
Love GMC.” This would complement, not replace our 
present Long Trail logo.   
  Members also need clear benefits. For example, we 
could offer digital maps for members only. Our current 
members could be a presence at trailheads, using our 
“Trail Magic” days to do more education and promo-
tion. We could offer hikes with environmental experts. 
Perhaps hikes for college students and/or young peo-
ple would resonate.  
  The study concluded that the GMC can and should 
grow. The club has the authority and reputation to pro-
mote hiking, not just on the Long Trail and AT, but 
across Vermont. Potential members need clear motiva-
tions to join, and we have lots to offer them.   
  The study has gone to the board and GMC staff; we 
appreciate it, and we’ll use it. Let’s hope we see new 
members joining in coming years. If you’d like to see 
the colorful, concise study, just email me: directors@ 
gmcmontpelier.org 
 
 

 

Montpelier Section  
Membership Meeting  

Wednesday, March 13  
 

The Fast Route: Hurtigruten 
                                 by Andrew Nuquist 

  Well, fast compared to the three weeks required 
in the winter to deliver a letter to coastal northern 
Norway before 1893. Weekly ship service be-
tween northern ports began in 1893, and was ex-
panded in 1936 to daily service between Bergen 
and Kirkenes in the Barents Sea at the Russian 
border. Besides carrying mail and general cargo, 
these ships also carry tourists, who have long 
been attracted to this twelve-day voyage. Current-
ly eleven ships simultaneously work in the ser-
vice, stopping one-half to six hours at thirty-five 
cities, towns, and villages both north- and south-
bound. The route is mostly an inland passage 
with occasional exposure to the winds off     the 
expanse of the Norwegian and Barents Seas.     

                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Is it, as advertised, “the world’s most beautiful 
voyage”? Without having sailed on every other 
voyage competing for the title, I can only assert it 
to be a strong contender among finalists seeking 
the title, and that the Nuquists have had no quar-
rel with its designation. Its beauty drew us onto 
our fourth round-trip passage last September. 
  To help you judge Hurtigruten’s attractiveness, 
you may attend the Montpelier Section Member-
ship Meeting at the T.W. Wood Gallery, 46 
Barre Street,  Wednesday, March 13 at 7:00 
P.M. You will see interior and exterior pictures 
of our ship, ports of call from city to hamlet, and 
views of coastal Norway to both port and star-
board passed at a speed of fifteen knots. Norway 
has many mountains in the 1200 miles between 
Bergen and Kirkenes. If you miss a mountain 
while asleep at night sailing north, you have a 
second chance in the daytime sailing south.  
  Have no fear, you will not be shown every moun-
tain on March 13. 

Trail Talk/Spring, 2019                                                      www.gmcmontpelier.org                                                                                        7           

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org


 

 

 
NONPROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 
 

PAID 
 

WATERBURY CENTER, 
VT 05677 

PERMIT NO. 2 

TRAIL TALK 
GMC Montpelier Section 

4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road 
Waterbury Ctr., VT 05677 

 
Address Service Requested 

 

Trail Talk/Spring, 2019                                                              www.gmcmontpelier.org                                                                                      8 

 

 

 
Green Mountain Club’s 109th Annual Meeting  

Windridge Tennis & Sports Camps, Roxbury, VT 
Friday, May 31 – Sunday, June 2, 2019  

 
  The 109th Annual Meeting, hosted by the Montpelier Section on Friday, May 31 – Saturday, 
June 2, will take place at Windridge Tennis & Sports Camps, Rte. 12A in Roxbury, a half hour 
drive from Montpelier.  
  Registration and the Board of Directors meeting begins at 4:30 P.M. on Friday, May 31. If you are not 
attending the board meeting, please do not arrive before that time. The main contact person at GMC is 

Kristin McLane.  
  Some trips already have at least one 
leader; more trip leaders are needed. 
We also need volunteers for such 
things as registration, parking, silent 
auction, etc. Please contact our sec-
tion president, Steve Bailey, 
stevecbailey@gmail.com if you would 
like to help out.   
  The Schedule of Events and Regis-
tration Form will be in the Spring issue 
of the Long Trail News. Details will ap-
pear on the GMC website 
(greenmountainclub.org) and our web-
site (gmcmontpelier.org/GMC-
Meeting) 

http://www.gmcmontpelier.org
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