








OUTING REPORTS 
May 12, 2012 - Y AC Bike Ride. Stowe Bike Path, 
by Lexi Shear 
YAC families hit the trail on two wheels in Stowe. 

We rolled out of the parking lot, over the bridge, 
around the curves, and up and down the small hills 
all along the river to the other end, where we cir
cled up, shared snacks, and cruised back down 
the path into town. Though it was an overcast day, 
there were smiles and laughter galore, signs of 
spring, everyone, and we capped off our trip with 
cones and malts. 

We went back to Beaver Meadow Lodge for 
lunch, then contihued on the Loop Trail back to the 
car. Met not a soul on the whole walk, saw one 
snake, many moths, and many smaller flying 
beasties. 

August 12, 2012- Hike. Lake Mansfield Trail to 
Taylor Lodge, by Ken Hertz 
We left MHS at 8:30 and reached the Trout Club 

parking lot a bit after 9:00 A.M. The Trout Club is a 
private membership organization, established in 
1899. 

June 30, 2012 - YAC Paddle and Picnic, Took a long break up at the Lodge, chatting with 
Wrightsville , by .Lexi Shear three backpackers and several day hikers. The 

YAC returned to Wrightsville Reservoir for our swimming hole at the base of the water fall was 
annual summer paddle and picnic. We canoed tempting, but we passed it by and returned to our 
past the shoreline homes of various creatures, cars about noon. The hike is described in GMC's 
scanned the depths for fish swimming under our LT Guide as a side trail in Division 10, and it.ap-
boats, and wended our way through the shallows pears on the Mount Mansfield map. 
at the north end of the reservoir before paddling up 
the river. Kids piled out of the canoes to explore August 28, 2012- Hil,<e. Spruce Mountain, by 
the rocks below the falls and had tons of fun f loat- Andrew Nuquist 
ing along with the current in their PFDs. After work- One of Central Vermont's favorite hikes is up 
ing up an appetite, we retraced our strokes pack to Spruce Mountain in Plainfield, and it did not disap-
the beach, where we splashed in the water and point this time either. With modest effort, you reach 
laid out a potlatch that couldn't have been better the top and the grand view f rom the fire tower. 
balanced if we!d planned.it. Nine of us.enjoyed the hike,.the company, and the 

pleasant late-summer weather. 
July 15, 2012- Hike. Beaver Meadow Loop, by 
Ken Hertz 

Michael was the only one to call, so I picked him 
up and we went directly to the trailhead. The hike 
is described as side trails at the end of Div. 1 O of 
the LT Guide: Beaver Meadow Trail, Chilcoot Trail, 
and Whiteface Trail. 

We parked at the 
"winter parking area11 

because the path up to 
the gate is not suitable 
for normal autos, so the 
walk was a bit longer 
than suggested by the 
guidebook. 

Shortly after we 
started walking, Mi
chael's phone rang. It 
was the president! 
Well, president of 
GMC, who called about NEK business. We then 
continued on to Beaver Meadow Lodge and 
started up the Chilcoat Trail. 

That trail was a bit rough in places1 and my knee 
(and person) was not wholly recovered from sur
gery, so we turned back when the going got rough. 

September 16, 2012- YAC Hike to Taylor Lodge 
and Clara Bow Trail, by Mike Wetherell 
We broke out our hats and mitts for the first time 

this fall as the morning sun sparkled on the waters 
of Lake Mansfield and a cool breeze wrapped 
around us as we covered the rules of the trail in 
the parking lot. The kids quickly led us along the 
trail as it 
paralleled 
the lake 
and then 
started to 
slowly 
climb 
through the 
forest. We 
stopped for 
a couple of 
snacks and 
waited for 
everyone 
to catch up, and then climbed past the waterfall 
and beaver ponds. The kids thoroughly inspected 

(See Outing Reports, page 6) 
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(Crowell Family contd. from page 1) 

ciety of Landscape Architects launched a lecture 
series in his name. Xavier High School in Middle
town, Connecticut, which Doug attended, received 
the Doug Crowell Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

According to Missy, Doug had a special enthusi
asm for hiking and for pushing himself hard; the 
outdoors "always provided a certain peace and sol
ace" for him. To honor his passion she decided to 
endow a Long Trail shelter, picking Bamforth Ridge 
Shelter- built by the Montpelier Section in 2002-
because of its location on Camel's Hump. Many 
people contributed to the new Long Trail Shelter 

Crowell family and friends. R. Nuquist 

Maintenance Endowment that will enable the GMC 
to forever maintain a refuge for Long Trail hikers 
on the mountain's northern flank. 

September 1 turned out to be a perfect late
summer day for celebrating Doug. After a brief 
ceremony at the trailhead, attended by section 

New plaque. M. Howard 

and in 1997 "old Crow" solo hiked the Long Trail 
end to end in 18 days. At 37 he was taken too 
soon by acute myeloid leukemia. ' 

GMC Director of Development Maisie Howard 
worked closely with the Crowell family to establish 
the shelter fund, helped organize the memorial 
event, and represented the club on the memorial 
hike. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(Outing Reports contd. from page 5) 

Taylor Lodge and tested all the sleeping p·latforms: 
As we explored, the day warmed and the sun 

shone brightly across the valley below. We hiked 
up to the lookout and learned about the fire from a 
fireman who had hiked out to put it out. Then we 
backtracked to explore the Clara Bow Trail. The 
kids had a great time scrambling over the boulders, 
climbing down the ladder into the "cave," and then 
exploring the glade beyond. Energized by lunch on 
the porch of Taylor Lodge, we descended from the 
trail back into the world below. 

members Robert Lorenz, Andrew Nuquist, Reidun September 16, 2012 ·Hike. Belvidere Mountain, 
Nuquist, and Eric Seidel, about forty people, some by George Longenecker and Cynthia Martin 
very young, hiked up the not-so-easy Long Trail Participants young and old climbed Mount 
from the Winooski River to Bamforth Ridge Shelter. Belvidere on the last Sunday of summer. Hikers 
There Doug's friend, Jim Arrigoni, read aloud some shared the job of carrying the youngest, age 18 
of Doug's logbook entries from his Long Trail end- months, to the summit. Twelve of us and a dog en-
to-end hike. joyed a perfect day at the top. There were views 

A stainless steel plaque honoring Doug was in- north to Jay Peak and far into Quebec as well as 
stalled on an inside shelter wall. The plaque reads: east to New Hampshire. Human impacts are also 

part of the panor~ma of the Northeast Kingdom: 
Douglas M. Crowell the asbestos mine, the Lowell and Sheffield wind 

Doug was an amazing father, husband, son, towers, and the Jay Peak ski area. Many of us 
brother and friend. He had many talents and pas- climbed the Belvidere fire tower where we enjoyed 
sions in life and a gift for attracting people with his a 360 degree view of forests with the first hint of 
Humor energy and wit. Doug loved the outdoors autumn color. 
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Remembering Butler Lodge 
in the early 1940's 

by Or. Edward Jenkins, Tulsa, OK 

Our favorite lodge was Butler. Our one speed, 
balloon-tire bicycles, took us from Burlington to 
Underhill on weekends. We, I. to r., Ed Jenkins, 
John Porter, Donny Fuller, and John Gardner, 
would 
then hike 
up the trail 
to Butler 
with our 
loaded 
pack~. 
We'd be 
carrying 
eggs, 
meat, 
canned 
food, plus 
sleeping 
bag, knife, flashlight, hatchet, camera and canteen, 
and a few extra clothes. No frames on the pack. 
Weight would be around fifty pounds. 

Other friends from Burlington High School would 
often join us Including twins Mert and Mike Ricker, 
Bob DeForest, John Gallup, and Guy Page. 
We would cook our meals on the wood-burning 

stove, washed in a nearby stream, arid then ex
plore most of the alpine areas of Vermont's highest 
mountain from the chin to the forehead and most 
of the steep areas on either side of the LT. 
As the Nose Dive and other ski trails on the 

mountain were not very developed even in the late 
1930's, we found the mountain pretty much devoid 
of people. There was even a dump not far from the 
cabin where hikers would toss their trash. Porcu
pines were attracted to the garbage that was 
thrown over the ledge into the dump. These noc
turnal feeders would be attracted to Butler by food 
aroma. We would often awake to find light sleeper 
Gardner chasing these scavengers away from the 
cabin. It was a great way to get a collection of 
quills on the end of a stick. 

I don't recall many winter trips to the cabin, but I 
do remember coming off the mountain on Sunday 
and being told that the Japanese had attacked 
Pearl Harbor. We considered this unbelievably stu
pid, comparing the size of the two countries, and 
our opinion that the Japs were primitive. We knew 
it would be a short quick war. (Little did we know!) 

Those exciting exploring days of youth are unfor
gettable. Vermont is different now. The population 
has doubled, and the interstate highways have 

brought thousands of lowlanders into the state for 
skiing, hiking, leaf peeping, and long summer and 
winter vacations. 

Editor's note: I realize Butler Lodge is not a Mont
pelier Section shelter, but we just received this Jet
ter and photograph from Ed Jenkin$, who is a 
close family ffiend, and he would like to share with 
you his story and picture of his younger days at 
Butler Lodge. 

(President's Message contd. from page 2) 

multi-colored tattoos. We climbed in the back, she 
set the odometer (no GPS for her!) and off we 
went. 

Later in the summer, we went back and finished 
the hike from Rte. 14 to Hanover, NH. We also 
spent time at Stratton Pond/Bourne Pond, and did 
a Bonds traverse, but our "shakedown t rip" ranks 
as the most memorable trip of summer 2012. 

Who says you can't hike in the winter? 

GMC's 171
h Annual Snowshoe Festival 

Saturday, February 2, 2013, 8:30 - 3:00 
followed by a winter party, 3:00 - 5:00 
GMC Visitor Center, Waterbury Center 

Come·to the Green Mountain Club's Snowshoe 
Festival and enjoy your favorite trails 
in the winter. Bring friends and family 
for an invigorating day of free snow
shoe rentals, guided snowshoe tours 
to local peaks and trails, indoor and 
outdoor kids' activities, educational 
workshops, nature walks, hot choco
late, and more. Afterwards, join us for a winter 
party with live music, food, and a chance to win 
raffle prizes. Full day admission: $8 members/$10 
nonmembers; kids under 12 are free. This event 
serves as a fundraiser for GMC's Education Pro
grams. 
We need volunteers to lead hikes and workshops, 

park cars, sell tickets, staff the food concession 
and help with set-up and clean-up. This is a great 
way to support the club and engage with a fun 
group of people. For more information about the 
event or volunteering, contact Mari Zagarins, 802-
241-8324 or mzagarins@greenmountainclub.org. 

SAVE April 5 on your 2013 calendar. 

Montpelier Section Annual Meeting. 
More details in the Spring issue of Trail Talk. 
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SECTION DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
by Mike Wetherell 

NONPROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POST AGE 

PAID 

WATERBURY CENTER, 
VT05677 

PERMITN0.2 

A beautiful morning created a sunny backdrop for GMC's September 22, 2012 board meeting and for
tunately the dark clouds held off the rain as 150+ volunteers from all over Vermont and all parts of the 
club enjoyed an afternoon of good food and fellowship. 

President Jean Haigh opened the meeting by sharing vignettes of her many outings with GMC trail 
crews over the summer and recognizing staff members for the contributions to the summer field season. 
Will Wiquist's reported these highlights: 

•that the club still has over 10,000 members and 85 business members, 
• noted that GMC is revising the 50 Hikes book, 
• section members Matt and Alyssa Krebs are working on a book on hiking with kids, 
• improvements to financial management, 
• and GMC's positive audit results. 

Dave Hardy provided updates on the Winooski Bridge, an opportunity to manage Bolton Lodge and 
Bryant Camp, Thundering Falls, changes since Irene, the Cold River relocation, North Country Scenic 
Trail legislation, and other field season activities. GMC signed a bridge contract with VHB, and GMC is 
moving through the permitting process, which is currently focused on the Development Review Board. 
There's a great video on the bridge project featuring Daan Zwick that members can view on YouTube. 
The Trails Management Committee will review and make recommendations on the Bolton and Bryant 
developments. Pete Antos-Ketcham added that the Appalachian Trail in Vermont has been completely 
flagged. 

The next GMC board meeting is in January, and the next annual meeting will be on June 81 2013, at 
Stratton Mountain. 

The Montpelier Section funded wireless microphone was put to good use. Thanks everyone! 
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