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Long Trail Stewards 
Welcome New Executive Director 

WATERBURY, VT, April 18-The Green Moun
tain Club today announced the choice of Will 
Wiquist as the organization's new executive direc
tor. Wiquist is the first new director in more than a 
decade for the 101-year old, 10,000 member club 
which maintains Vermont's Long Trail network and 
seeks to promote the role of the mountains in peo
ple's lives. 

Wiquist previously served for more than three 
and a half years as press secretary for U.S. Sena
tor Bernie Sanders {I-Vt.). Among other public re
lations responsibilities, he managed the senator's 
highly active social media presence, including 
leading the way in building the largest Facebook 
page in the U.S. Senate. 
"We are really pleased to have Will Wiquist as 

our new Executive Director," said Marge Fish of 
Londonderry, president of the Green Mountain 
Club. "He brings great energy and enthusiasm to 
the job. He has already shown that he can review 
and absorb large amounts of information, interact 
with a diverse group of people, and triage the most 
important issues to work on. We look forward to a 
long and productive association with him. 11 

Prior to working for Sanders, Wiquist worked as 
compliance director for now-Rep. Peter Welch's 
2006 campaign for Congress and a senior analyst 
for the Federal Election Commission. He also has 
extensive campaign experience in volunteer orga
nizing. Wiquist has a Master's Degree in Public 
Policy from American University and an under
graduate degree from Franklin and Marshall Col
lege. 

"The Green Mountain Club is a wonderful Ver
mont institution led by dedicated volunteers and a 
talented and experienced staff. It is a great honor 
to be a part of this community," Wiquist said. 

Following the highly-successful tenure of Ben 
Rose as director, Wiquist began work on Monday, 
April 18. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
by Charlene Bohl 

I went on my first hike with the Montpelier Section 
of the Green Mountain Club over twenty years ago. 
I had already climbed Hunger and Camel's Hump 
and wanted to do more hiking, but had no one to 
do it with, and wasn't even quite sure how to find 
the trailheads. 

I had seen the notices in the calendar of my local 
newspaper for awhile, and f inally decided to try a 
hike in Little River State Park. The hike was labeled 
Easy (accessible to all in good physical condition; 
suitable for families with children). The meeting 
place was at the Montpelier High School parking 
lot. I got there early and waited off to the side to 
see how things looked. Finally, someone came 
over and asked if I was there to go on a GMC hike. 

After that, I would go sporadically when my 
schedule permitted. The meeting place was usually 
the Montpelier High School parking lot; we car
pooled from there. I went on a hike rated Moderate 
(requires a degree of stamina; some previous ex
perience is advisable), and eventually one rated 
Difficult (challenging events for people in good 
physical condition; previous experience neces
sary). In addition to hiking, I cross-country skied, 
tried snowshoeing, and even went on some work 
hikes. 

I got to know a few people, and noticed that they 
referred to the GMC or the Montpelier Section as 
"the club". This was strange to me at first. I thought 
of hiking as an individual activity. Over time, I real
ized that I was part of ·~he club". 

You can show up as many or as few times on 
events, or not at all. You can hike with others or by 
yourself. There are differences in ability and inter
ests. Some people talk in the woods and others are 
quiet. Some eat granola and others prefer meat. 
Hot-button political topics are usually avoided. 

If you are receiving this newsle~ter, you are a 
member of "the club". Thank you and I hope you 
have a great summer. 
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FROM THE SECTION 
DIRECTOR'S CHAIR 

by Cynthia Martin 

The quarterly GMC Board of Directors meeting 
was held Saturday, March 19, 2011 at Waterbury 
headquarters. President Marge Fish presented an 
update on the Executive Director search. The goal 
is to have someone on board May 2. Maisie How
ard, the new Director of Development was wel
comed and introduced. 

This was Ben Rose's 51 st and final meeting as 
Executive Director. He described his twelve-year 
tenure as rewarding , intense, challenging, and 
joyful. As part of his report to the Board, he pre
sented a personal tribute to each of the dedicated, 
thoughtful, honest, and fun-loving staff members. 

Business meeting highlights 
• The 2012 budget passed unanimously. 
The Board approved a part-time Publications As
sistant position. This person will support the work 
of the Publications Committee, and will be respon
sible for administrative tasks related to GMC's 
publication program. 
·The GMC reached a membership of 10,000! 
Though it was a goal the GMC set 20 years ago, 
the membership campaign ~ained momentum.this 
past year as one of the 100 birthday celebration 
goals. The Marketing and Membership Commit
tees will continue to focus on attracting, engaging, 

!!:==================::::!.I and maintaining GMC members. 

Trails & Shelters Committee: 
Eric Seidel, Chairman - 802-223-1406 
John Buddington - 802-229-0725 
Ken Hertz - 802-229·4737 
Fred Jordan - 802-223-3935 
Reidun Nuquist - 802-223-3550 

·1¥~::E;ii:~~f1 NEW MONTPELIER 
:: :.:.;:.::;::: SECTION M£MD£RS ••:.••••, ........ . 

The Montpelier Section welcomes these mem
bers who joined after January 22, 2011: Dee 
Rollins, Fred Weston, Sally Madeira, Kelly 
Walsh, Hilary Goldblatt, Ron Merkin, Don Post, 
Jeremiah Church, Geri Procaccini, Carol John
son, Amy Stewart, Christopher Nordle, Hannah 
Flynn, Luke Youmell, Steve Odefey, Amanda 
Yonkman, Karen Maurice, Steven Boraker, Ja
red Nunery, Jerry Wood, Daniel Dilena, and 
Sarah Cochran. 

We look forward to meeting you at our upcom
ing events. © 

• Rich Windish, chair of the Legal, Insurance and 
Risk Management Committee, updated the board 
members on the status of the Kingdom Commu
nity Wind project. GMC Board member John Page 
also presented a summary of his testimony at the 
recent hearings. The Stewardship Committee will 
work to revise the wind power policy and/or create 
an energy policy. Staff member Pete Antos
Ketcham will be part of an energy planning dis
cussion at the state level. 
• Ben presented an update on the Winooski cross
ing relocation. He is optimistic about land negotia
tions and a railroad crossing agreement. 
• The Tucker Johnson Shelter which burned 
March 2 is still under investigation. Though the 
shelter is close to the road, it's a useful site be
cause it has water and it's close to Route 4 as a 
resupply spot. The Trail Management Committee 
will be discussing replacement at their next meet
ing on April 14. 
• A GMC Volunteer Leadership· Forum is sched-

(See Section Director's Chair, page 8) 
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CALENDAR Of £V£NTS 

HOlllPllll t 
June 8, 2011 - August 28, 2011 

The rating levels of difficulty are easy, moderate, and difficult, with a few outings falling in between. 
• Easy - accessible to all in good physical condition; suitable for families with children. 
·Moderate - requires a de.gree of stamina; some previous experience is advisable. 
· Difficult- challenging events for people in good physical condition; previous experience necessary. 

Unless otherwise noted, t rips leave from the Montpelier High School (MHS) parking lot. Always bring appropri
ate gear for the event you are attending (i.e. lunch, liquids, snacks, suitable clothing, footwear, and other items as 
mentioned in the Calendar of Events). Non-members are welcome on our events. 

Our trip leaders are volunteers who are not necessarily trained in first aid, nor does the Montpelier Section or 
the GMC certify or license trip leaders. Participants should attend these events with the understanding that they 
are responsible for their own preparedness and safety, and that all contribute to the well-being of the group. 

1l PLEASE CALL TRIP LEADER BEFORE BRINGING YOUR DOG. 

June 8, Wednesday - Executive Committee views on one of the longest days of the year. Meet 
Meeting. All members are welcome. Contact Char- at the Montpelier Park and Ride, 1-89, Exit 8 at 
lene Bohl, 229-9908 or president@gmcmontpelier. 3:30 P.M. Leader: Steve Lightholder, 479-2304 or 
org for details.. steve.lightholder@yahoo.com 

N\Cl June 11, Saturday - Canoe, Beach Party, 
~and Picnic. Y AC Paddling. Middlesex. 

Wrightsville Reservoir. Easy. Call Leader: Lexi 
Shear, 229-981 O for details. 

June 11, Saturday· GMC 101st. Annual Meet
ing. Camp Plymouth State Park, Plymouth, VT. 
See Long Trail News 9r www:greenmountainclub. 
org for details. 

June 14, Tuesday - Event Planning & Member
ship Meeting. Planning events from September 1 
- November 30, 2011 . Meeting location at the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, 135 Main Street, Mont
pelier, at 6:30 pm. All members are welcome. 

June 18, Saturday - Rain Date: June 19, Sunday 
- Hike. White Mtns., NH. Moderate/Difficult. 7.4 
miles. 6+ hours on the trail. Summit Mt. Moosi
lauke via the Gorge Brook Trail; loop down the 
Carriage Road to Snapper Trail. Must call Leader: 
Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or pdeluca420@msn.com 
for meeting time and place. 

June 19, Sunday - Hike. Fayston. Burnt Rock 
Mtn. Moderate. 5.2 miles round trip. Burnt Rock 
via the Hedgehog Brook Trail and Long Trail. 
Bring lunch and water. Meet at 10:00 A.M. Lead
ers: Cynthia Martin and George Longenecker, 
426-3874 or marlong@fairpoint.net 

June 22, Wednesday - Rain Date: June 23, 
Thursday - Hike. Worcester. Moderate. 5 miles 
round trip. Worcester Mountain for late afternoon 

June 25, Saturday • Work Hike. Stowe. Smug
glers' Notch. Near Sterling Pond. Work with the 
Long Trail Patrol to remove metal roofing from 
Watson Camp to the ski lift. Wear sturdy boots and 
bring heavy-duty work gloves. Bring lunch and wa
ter. Meet at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Leader: Eric Seidel, 
223-1406 or ericseidel1@gmail.com 

June 26, Sunday - Bike Ride. St. Albans. Missis
quoi Valley Rail Trail. Easy-Moderate-Difficult. 
Various distances and speeds. Bikers can go as 
far as they wish on this 26 mile (one-way) rail trail. 
Leaders will ride ca. 25 miles total at a Moderate 
pace. Bring lunch and water. Helmet required. 
Meet at MHS. Call Leaders: Reidun and Andrew 
Nuquist, 223-3550 for meeting time. 

July 2, Saturday - Rain Date: July 3, Sunday -
Hike. Stowe. Difficult. 6.5 miles. Elephants Head 
Trail. Long Trail north from VT Rte. 108 to Sterling 
Pond (former Elephant's Head Trail), return via 
Smugglers' Notch and VT Rte. 108. Meet at MHS 
at 8:00 A.M. Leader: Steve Ughtholder, 479-2304 
or steve.lightho!der@yahoo.com 

July 9, Saturday - Paddle, Walk. Charlotte. Easy. 
Nature Conservancy gems. Visit two lovely and 
unique ecosystems described in the Nature Con
servancy guide Places to Walk, Paddle and Ex
plore in Vermont. Canoe or kayak Shelburne 
Pond, followed by a short walk in Williams Woods 
Natural area. PFD required. Meet at MHS at 9:30 
A.M. Contact George Longenecker and Cynthia 
Martin 426-3874 or marlong@fairpoint.net 
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July 10, Sunday - Hike, Swim. Elmore. Mt. El
more (2,602') . Moderate with Moderate pace. 2.1 
miles with 1,450' ascent. Leaders extend a special 
invitation to new GMC members to join them. Of
fers good views. A swim in Lake Elmore is optional 
after the hike. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 
MHS. Call Leaders: Reidun and Andrew Nuquist, 
223-3550 for meeting time. 

July 16, Saturday - Rain Date: July 17, Sunday -
Hike. White Mtns. 1 NH. Difficult. 9 miles round trip. 
8+ hours on the trail. Summit Mt. Adams (5,977'). 
Ascend via the Airline and descend via the Valley 
Way. Must call Leader: Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or 
pdeluca420@msn.com for meeting time and place. 

July 19, Tuesday - Bike. Marshfield, Peacham 
and Groton. Easy. 15-20 miles. A section of the 
Cross VT Trail on the railroad bed. Helmet re
quired. Meet 1 :00 P.M. in the Old Schoolhouse 
Common parking lot in Marshfield. Contact Cynthia 
Martin, 426-3874 or e-mail marlong@fairpoint.net 

July 23, Saturday - Paddle. St. Albans. Lake 
Champlain. Moderate. 6 miles. Meet at Kilcare 
State Park boat launch and paddle to Burton and 
Wood Islands. PFD required. Meet at MHS at 8:00 
A.M. Leader Eric Seidel, 223-1406 or ericseidel1 
@gmail.com 

July 23, Saturday- Hike. Ice Gulch, NH. White 
Mtns. Very Difficult. 6.6 miles, ascent 1, 150 feet. 
Rock scrambling, climbing and crawling over wet, 
slippery rocks. A 'reverse alpine zone' where ice 
may be found all year along with plants normally 
found hundreds of miles north. Trail travels through 
a deep ravine on the south slope of the Crescent 
Range. Meet at 7:00 A.M. at East Montpelier Park 
& Ride. Call Leader: Phyllis Rubenstein, 223-0020 
or phyllis@phyllisrubensteinlaw.comcastbiz.net 

July 24, Sunday - Hike. East Montpelier Trails. 
Various distances. Easy. A trail maps at 
http://emsighpost.com. Call Leader: Ken Hertz, 
229-4737 or kenneth.hertz@myfairpoint.net ior 
meeting time and place. 

July 30, Saturday - Hike. Stowe. Difficult. 11.1 
miles. Stowe Pinnacle and Hogback Trails to the 
Skyline Trail and head north to Worcester Mtn. 
Lengthy car spot required. Bring food, water and 
headlamp. Call Leader: Charlene Bohl, 229-9908 
or charlenebohl@comcast.net for meeting time 
and place. 

July 31 , Sunday - Hike. Avery's Gore. Moderate. 
7.6 miles. Follow the historic fire warden's trail on 
the recently redeveloped Gore Mountain Trail. Call 
Leader: Michael Chernick, 223-0918 or chernick5 
@comcast.net for meeting time and place. Co
listed with the Northeast Kingdom Section. 

August 13, Saturday- Rain Date: August 14, 
Sunday- Hike. White Mtns. , NH. The Bonds. Very 
Difficult. 19 miles. West Bond (4,540'), Mt. Bond 
(4,698'), and Bondcliff (4,265'), coming in from 
Zealand and going out to Lincoln Woods. Leader 
will do lengthy car spot one way before the hike. 
Must call Leaders: Paul Deluca, 476-7987 or 
pdeluca 420@msn.com and Charlene Bohl, 229-
9908 or charlenebohl@comcast.net 

August 14, Sunday - Paddle. Winooski. Moderate 
with Moderate pace. 1 O miles. Winooski River to 
Lake Champlain. Flat water but some hazards to 
avoid and waves from the lake are likely at take
out. Option to paddle onto Lake Champlain before 
returning to take-out on river. Lengthy car spot re
quired. Bring lunch and water for stop at Ethan Al
len Homestead. Take-out in Colchester just up
stream from mouth of the Winooski. PFD required. 
Meet at MHS. Call Leaders: Reidun and Andrew 
Nuquist, 223-3550 for meeting time. 

August 20, Saturda.y - Hike. Stowe. Moderate. 7 
miles. Sunset Ridge Trail to the Chin on Mt. Mans
field and return. Bring rain gear, food and water. 
Meet at MHS at 8:00 A.M. Leader: Eric Seidel, 
223-1406 or ericseidel1@gmail.com 

August 27, Saturday - Hike. Moscow. Easy. Vari
ous distances. Cotton Brook area of Waterbury 
Reservoir. Explore the road and trails near the res
ervoir. Call Leader: Ken Hertz, 229-4737 or 
kenneth.hertz@myfairpoint.net for meeting time 
and place. 

TH£ TR£KK£RS 
The Trekkers are a group of people-mostly re

tired-who like the outdoors, and believe in stay
ing active. Everyone is welcome! 
We get together during the week to 
hike, bike, paddle, ski, or snowshoe 
--depending on the season. Outings 
are announced by e-mail only, often 
just a few days in advance. To be 
added to The Trekkers e-mail list, 
contact Nancy Jordan at jordanfn29@gmail.com. 
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Green Mountain Club 
Montpelier Section Annual Meeting 

April 8, 2011 
The Montpelier section of the Green Moun1ain 

Club held its annual meeting on April 8, 2011 , at 
the T. W. Wood Art Gallery in Montpelier. About 45 
people attended. After a social hour and potluck 
dinner, President John Buddington called the 
meeting to order at 7:08 by, as tradition would 
have it, banging on the old white coffee pot. 
A. Old Business 
1.Approval of the minutes of the 2010 annual 
meeting. MOTION: Accept the minutes as written. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
2. Announcements. The president introduced the 
GMC representatives in attendance: Dave Hardy, 
director of field programs, and Geordie Hall, a di
rector and member of the marketing committee. 
3. Approval of the reports of the section officers. 
Reports were distributed at the meeting and are 
available on the website. 

• President's report by president John Budding
ton. This year was John's last as president, and he 
was pleased to report that the section is in about 
the same good shape as when he first took office. 

• GMC Board of Director's report by director Cyn
thia Martin. Cynthia noted that the board was con
cerned not only with getting new members but with 
engaging current ones. She encouraged members 
to attend upcoming GMC meetings, including one 
in Waterbury aimed at volunteers and the annual 
meeting, which this year is in Plymouth. She 
hopes there will be a new executive director of the 
GMC by May 2. 

• Treasurer's report by Treasurer Bob Lorenz. 
Bob took us through the various expenditures for 
April 1, 2010, through March 31, 2011, including a 
payment to the main club for the continuing work 
of removing Watson Camp. 

• Trails and Shelters report by Eric Seidel, made 
by John Buddington. John said that the section 
had held its usual spring and fall work hikes, that 
the trails are in good shape, and that the muddy 
access trail to Bamforth Ridge shelter has been 
worked on a bit and is fine for now. No special trail 
work is planned for this summer. 

• Membership report by Membership Coordinator 
Fred Jordan. Fred 's written report indicates that 
membership numbers are about the same as 
those of previous years. 

• Publicity report by Publicity Coordinator Kevin 
Ryan. Kevih took questions from the floor. It was 
remarked that 1he publicity seems to be reaching 
out in that we've been getting people on hikes 

from farther afield. Vermont Sports was suggested 
as a good place to look for additional publicity. 

• Website report by web clerk Ken Hertz. Ken 
fielded some questions about the amount of time 
he has spent working on the website. 

• Outings report by Vice President Charlene Bohl. 
Charlene presented a detailed written outings re
port, including an analysis of how the process of 
putting together the schedule has changed over 
time. Her oral report highlighted the work of Nancy 
Jordan, who has been editor of Trail Talkfor 
twelve years. She presented Nancy (in absentia) 
with a GMC fleece jacket in honor of her work; she 
also presented Ken and John with a GMC hat, re
marking that it was the end of the Buddington era. 
MOTION: To accept all reports as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED on a voice vote. 
4. Trail work. Dave Hardy reported that this year 
may see the tying up of some loose ends, includ
ing the resolution of the problem of the at-grade 
railroad crossing east of the Jonesville bridge. He 
hopes to form a small committee, with Fred Jordan 
as representative for the Montpelier section, to dis
cuss the Winooski crossing. There will also be a 
study of the Barnes Camp at :: ~ base of Mt. 
Mansfield. And he hopes to complete the cleanup 
of Watson Camp, which requires cutting up the 
remaining metal, moving it to the ski lift area, and 
getting it down the mountain. 
This past field season he found himself with fed
eral money along with a lot of paperwork and three 
trail crews. This coming year he has some carry
over funding, two paid trail crews1 plus a volunteer 
crew at Mt. Tabor. Some work at Peru Peak will 
include cutting logs on site, work at Birch Glen 
Camp will include using a horse logger, and the 
planned restoration of Glen Ellen Lodge will proba
bly require an air lift. Dave also reported that the 
Forest Service may have a suspect in the burning 
of the Tucker Johnson shelter. Its rebuilding will 
likely be delayed until next year while the Killington 
Section seeks a better site that's not right next to a 
steam, as the old one was. 
B. New Business 
1.Approval of the proposed budget for the year 
April 1, 201 1 to March 31, 2012. The proposed 
budget is attached to the agenda and is available 
on the website. 

Thomas Weiss queried whett:ier the section 's 
cash reserve was sufficient to recommend an un
balanced budget. Ann Burcroff requested that the 
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section donate an additional $2,000 to the main 
club for use in trail work. Reidun Nuquist remarked 
that the main club needed the money more than 
the section did and would be grateful for it. Tho
mas suggested that the additional money be di
rected toward the Winooski crossing since it is part 
of the Montpelier Section 's trail responsibility. 
MOTION: Allow the Executive Committee to do
nate, at its discretion, the additional amount of 
$2,000 to the Green Mountain Club for work on 
the Winooski crossing. MOTION CARRIED on a 
unanimous voice vote. 
MOTION: To approve the proposed budget as 
amended. MOTION CARRIED on a unanimous 
voice vote. 
2. Report of the Nominating Committee, 2011-12, 
by Ann Burcroff. The slate of officers, for terms of 
one year, as proposed by the nominating commit
tee of Joan Heller, Fred Jordan, and Ann Burcroff, 
was as follows: president, Charlene Bohl; treas-

urer, Robert Lorenz; secretary, Kathryn Gohl; trails 
and shelters coordinator, Eric Seidel ; and member
ship coordinator, Ken Hertz. There was no nomina
tion for vice president. 
3. Election of section officers. A motion was made 
from the f loor that John Buddington be nominated 
for vice president, but it was declined by the nomi
nee. MOTION: Direct the secretary to cast one bal
lot tor the slate of officers nominated by the nomi
nating committee. MOTION CARRIED on a voice 
vote. 
C. Adjournment 
MOTION: To adjourn. MOTION CARRIED. 
The business meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. and 
was followed by a slide lecture by George Longe
necker titled "Bears, Backpackers, and Backcoun
try: Rocky Mountain National Park." 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathryn Gahl, Secretary 

OUTING REPORTS 
January 13, 2011 - Cross-country Ski, Stowe 
Mountain Resort, by Mary Garcia 
The snow conditions were great and everyone 

enjoyed the day. We did a loop in the morning 
starting on TimberlPnA. taking Cross Cut 2 to the 
Burt and returned on Timberlane. We had our 
lunch at the ski center, and then did another loop 
in the afternoon. We started on Peavey, took 
Houston down to Timberlane, which brought us 
back to the ski center to complete our day . 

January 30, 2011 - Cross-county Ski , Highland 
Lodge, by Mary Garcia 
Our annual outing to cross-country ski at High

land Lodge was a very gray day with snow flurries. 
The temperature and the snow conditions were 
some of the best that we have ever had there. We 
did our usual trek up Barr Hill, through Gabbie's 
sugar woods and back to the lodge via Easy Rider. 
There were five of us doing this loop. Six people 
skied on their own, after which nine of us enjoyed 
a delicious dinner at the lodge. The leaders took 
this opportunity to stay for two nights. We skied 
again on Monday under sunny skies, but cooler 
temperatures. 

February 1, 2011 • Cross-country Ski, Trapp 
Family Lodge Touring Center, by Reidun Nu
quist 
The cross-country ski season started late, but 

once it arrived, it made up for lost time. Snow con
ditions were ideal in advance of our outing, and 

excellent on the day. Eight of us enjoyed fresh, fal
ling powder the whole way: Mary S. said it was like 
skiing "in whipped cream"! We made good time up 
to the cabin where we had lunch while our steam
ing jackets and mittens were.drying above the fire
place. After our break, we took the Haul Road trail 
back to the touring center. On the way home, it 
was still snowing. Hurrah! 

February 19, 2011 - Cross-country Ski, Beaver 
Brook Farm, by Cynthia Martin 

Four inches of new snow fell overnight covering 
the icy trails and saving the cancellation of the out
ing. Nine people had a delightful afternoon ski on 
freshly 
groomed 
trails at 
the Bea
ver Brook 
Farm. The 
enthusias-
tic group ~ 
skied the ~ 
outer loop u 
at a lei
surely pace. The trail passed through pine forests, 
up and down hills, and across open fields. After the 
ski, the group gathered in the Fritz's barn for hot 
drinks and snacks. Thanks to Vivien and Mike Fritz 
who maintain twenty kilometers of ski trails on their 
beautiful property in the towns of Marshfield and 
Cabot. 
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OUTING REPORTS contd. 
February 26, 2011 - Cross-country Ski, Crafts
bury, by Mary Garcia 

It was a fine day for cross-country skiing. Perfect 
snow conditions with mild temperatures. Eight par
ticipants ate their lunch at the warming hut, and 
then completed Ruthie's Run. We had three skiers 
who are beginning skiers, and they were delighted 
on the rolling terrain without steep hills. After com
pleting Ruthie's Run of 8.4K, everyone had 
enough skiing except for two people who chose to 
do the Bailey Hazen of 3.7K. The Bailey Hazen 
has a long winding downhill that gives you a good 
run especially on a perfect skiing day. Everyone 
enjoyed the outing. 

March 8, 2011 - Cross-count ry Ski, Stowe 
Mountain Resort, by Cynthia Martin 
Who'd think that pouring rain could lead to a re

cord-breaking snowfall and terrific late winter ski 
conditions? Who'd think that March sun reflecting 
off snow could feel as warm as a day in May? So 
it was for our Tuesday, March 8, ski at Stowe 
Mountain Resort where seven people skied on 
freshly groomed trails stopping at the trail-side 
Bear Hut for lunch. Some of the group skied 
around the Burt Trail/Bear Runrfimber Lane loop, 
while others tested their stamina or;i tn~ils not yet , 
groomed. The sparkling unbroken snow made for 
beautiful yet difficult trekking through snow-draped 
hemlocks and fir. The new snow and good com
pany made for a fine outing. 

MCI March 13, 2011 - Y AC Winter Romp, East 
~ Montpelier Town Forest, by Mike Wetherell 

An early spring drizzle stopped as we tum
bled out of our cars in the peaceful forest in search 

March 19, 2011 - Snowshoe, Hike, Perigee: 
Smugglers' Notch Full Moon, by Cynthia 
Martin 
A clear crisp night was perfect for the full moon 

ou1ing in Smugglers' Notch on Saturday, March 
19. Nineteen people, many wearing snowshoes, 
others on foot, walked the well-trodden trail to the 
top of the notch. Light reflected off the icy cliffs 
from the perigee moon, moonlight as close and 
bright as it had been in almost twenty years. The 
whole moment of the earth turning in a light that 
is not its own, from Nocturne by W.S. Merwin. 

March 20, 2011 - Cotton Brook area, Little River 
State Park, by Ken Hertz 
We met at MHS and at GMC on a beautiful clear 

almost Spring morning. From GMC's Waterbury 
Center campus to the trailhead took about ten 
minutes; we parked just before the road became 
a muddy mess. The mud was replaced by snow 
as soon as we passed the snowmobile parking lot. 
Our trail, Cotton Brook Ad. , is a snowmobile trail, 
well packed, so we had no need for snowshoes. 
After ninety minutes, we paused for a snack at the 
one spot that was clear of snow, an apparently 
dilapidated bridge. Its main beams were large 
steel I-beams( so it was P,[O,g:"~~'t more secure 
than it looked. The view from the bridge includes 
interesting ice structures in the stream below. 

After a pleasant jaunt, we returned to the cars 
about 2 1 /2 hours after leaving them. The sky re
mained clear, the sun warm, and the wind absent. 
There remaf n many trails to explore in this part of 

Little River State Park. 

Join the 
Montpelier Section "List" 

of animals. We 
peered through the 
trees and howled 
for our forest 
friends, but the only 
animals we encoun
tered were in the 
names of the paths 
we traveled ... deer, 
coyote, and fox. We 

The ''List" is a section computer communication 
tool. With this you can quickly alert all members on 
the list, of changes in meetings and outings. Some 
use the "List" to get participation in unscheduled 

~ events. This tool is also used to alert section mem
<55 bers of upcoming events, such as a Taylor Series 
-i program. carefully stepped so .__ _______ ___. 

we wouldn't sink into post holes and snacked on 
pear scones and hot chocolate along the way as 
we walked past the tips of small pine trees peek
ing through the crust of snow. Finally, as we re
t raced the frost-heaved roads toward Montpelier, 
we stopped in for our first sugar-on-snow of the 
season. 

If you would like your e-mail address added to 
the "List", go to the website: gmcmontpelier 
section.erg, click on Contact Us. Scroll down, click 
on gmcmontpelier-list@gmcmontpelier.org. Fill 
out the requested information under Subscribing to 
gmcmontpelier-list. The links for using the "List" 
are near the top of this page. 
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(Section Director's Chair, c~td. from page 2) 

uled for Saturday, April 16, 10-3:30 P.M. at GMC headquarters. The sessions will focus on outing 
safety and risk in the morning, and promoting the 
GMC to the publfc during the afternoon. 
The board meeting ended with a standing ovation 

in honor of Ben and a reading of a resolution by 
Board of Directors President Marge Fish declaring 
March 19, 2011 Ben Rose Day. The festivities in 
honor of Ben continued into the early evening with 
an Open House, testimonials, music, food, and a 
bonfire. 
The next Board of Directors meeting will be held 

on Saturday, June 11 , following the GMC annual 
meeting at Camp Plymouth State Park. See Sum
mer issue of Long Trail News for scheduled activi
ties. 

YOUR HELP IS APPRECIATED 
on the upcoming Spring Work Hikes: 
May 21, Saturday, Duxbury. LT/Bamforth 

Will Wiquist with Montpelier Section members: (1-r) 
Charlene Bohl, Will, Nancy Jordan, Cynthia Martin, and 
John Buddington at the afternoon session. o. Hardy 

Ridge,and May 28, Saturday, Stowe, Smugglers' Notch. All abilities. Wear work clothes and 
gloves. Meet at MHS at 8:00 A. M. for both events. Leader: Eric Seidel, 223-1406.or trails@ 
gmcmontpelier.org 
See Calendar of Events in Spring issue of Trail Talk for details. 
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