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(Togethernet) 
Re: Confidential Letter RE: Gorham Lodge for Review 

This is a draft of a letter to Ben Rose about the Gorham Lodge construction 
project. Please send your comments to Bill Clark (bcmclark@aol.com ) by 
Sunday, October 21st. We will then incorporate all comments for Fred to send 
the letter to Ben next week. Thanks. 

Dear Ben, 
In our Executive Committee meeting on Thursday , 18 October, several 
questions came up regarding the Montpelier Section's role in the 
construction of the new Gorham Lodge. 

' As of right now, we feel we're in a holding pattern until some resolution 
can be achieved with the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources about the type 
of shelter construction. We see three possibilities: a "frame" structure, a 
log structure, or a post-and-beam structure. 

' Both the frame and post-and-beam alternatives offer the section the ability 
to involve volunteers in pre-construction at a Winooski Valley location 
before assembly on site. The log structure requires total assembly and 
construction on the site, which practically eliminates section involvement 
and responsibility. Additionally, the log structure would cost 40-60 percent 
more than a frame structure and could not be built until 2003. 

~ rn the summer of 2001, hikers on the Long Trail had a 14-mile distance 
between Montclair Glen Lodge and Duck Brook Shelter. Hikers suffered from 
the absence of a shelter on the north side of Camel's Hump and the 
Montpelier Section feels the need for a structure sooner rather than later 
on or around the Bamforth Ridge. 

' The section approves of the new Gleason Brook location after our scouting 
trip over the summer. Over the years, the Montpelier Section has been 
responsible for the Gorham Lodge and plans to continue to maintain the 
shelter on the north side of Camel's Hump. However, if the state agency 
insists on deciding the type of structure, the involvement of the Montpelier 
Section would be reduced substantially, much to our disappointment. A 
project like this is a rallying point and exciting for us to undertake. We 
are looking forward to this challenge and have been planning ways to meet 
it. We consider it our central activity for the next year . 
We would appreciate some direction from the Green Mountain Club about the 
level of the Montpelier Section's involvement in the construction of the new 
Gorham Lodge. We wish to continue our pre-planning and design involvement, 
as we ll as fundraising. Our original timetable calls for construction of the 
new lodge during the late summer of 2002. Plans for a log structure could 
move this timetable well into the 2003 building season or beyond. In 
addition, a log structure minimizes the section's volunteer involvement 

We want some direction from you or the Executive Committee so we can better 
understand our involvement in the Gorham Lodge construction project. 

Cordially, 

Fred Jordan 
cc: Dave Hardy, Marty Lawthers 
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