
MAKING TIIE 

MOUNTAINS PLAY 

A LARGEll PAIU 

Postcard of the 

The· Founding of the 
Green Mountain Club 

BY REIDUN NUQUIST 

J 
ames P. Tuylor was never 
one to hide his love for 
Vermont. In 1911, invited to 
speak about the then year

o1d Green Mountain Club at a dinner 
for University of Vermont alumni in 
Boston, he began: 

I was never so impressed by the 
beauty and the meaning of the scenery 
of the Green Mountain State as I was 
on my first visit to the University of 
Vermont. From a place very familiar to 
you all, the tower of the "Old Mill, 11 late 
one crystal clear afternoon I watched 
a wonderful sunset, which illuminated 
the far distant Adirondacks, and was 
gloriously reflected upon Lake Cham
plain. Then, turning to the east, be
yond a vast plain I saw the moon rise 
superbly over ponderous Mount Mans
field, and light up the Green Mountain 
Range from Sterling to Camel's Hump. 

Having made his audience suffi
ciently homesick for Burlington, Tuylor 
then launched into his speech. The 
following year he moved from Saxtons 
River to Burlington, never to leave. 

The Birthplace 

It was not just the vistas that made 
Tuylor choose the Queen City as the 
birthplace of the Green Mountain Club 
in 1910. The previous year, Burlington 
had been the scene of the Champlain 

Turcentennial, a large-scale celebra
tion at which James Bryce, mountain 
climber and British ambassador to 
the United States, delivered a much
heralded speech entitled "Vermont: 
Mountains and Men." In it he counseled 
Vermonters to open their mountains 
to walkers. As Tuylor explained to the 
UVM alumni, a goal of the new club 
was "preaching and practicing the great 
text which Ambassador Bryce gave the 
state." 

Burlington was also the place where 
James Tuylor, assistant principal of 
Vermont Academy in Saxtons River, had 
first aired his idea of a Long Trail for the 
Green Mountains. In the fall ofl909, 
having to step in at the last minute for 
his principal at a banquet for Vermont 
schoolmasters at the Van Ness House 
hotel, he had five remaining minutes 
to fill. What to say? He chose to out
line his dream of "a high highway, a 
mountain footpath over the sky line of 
Vermont." 

Once launched, Tuylor did not let 
his Long Trail idea rest. The following 
spring he invited influential Vermont
ers from around the state to meet with 
him on March 11, 1910, at 2:00 P.M., at 
the Van Ness House in Burlington. The 
summons read in part: 

There is a plan under consideration by 
some citizens of the State for the forma
tion of a Green Mountain Club, which 
would make the Vermont mountains 

play a larger part in the life of the . 
people. 
The work of the Club would be to 

awaken an interest in the mountains 
of Vermont, to encourage mountain 
Climbing, to make trails, build shelters, 
and aid in the preparation of maps 
and guide books. 

The Van Ness House 

The obvious location for the meet
ing, the Van Ness House, stood on the 
corner of Main and St. Paul Streets -
across from City Hall Park where Am
bassador Bryce had spoken just eight 
months earlier. Originally built in 1871, 
the hotel was enlarged during the fol
lowing decade; the new five-story wing 
down Main Street contained private 
bathrooms as well as a steam heating 
plant. Other improvements followed, 
most conspicuously a rooftop sun par
lor where guests could enjoy "the full 
benefit of the Lake Champlain sunsets." 

The hotel's owner, former Governor 
Urban A. Woodbury (1838-1915), had 
played host to three presidents, includ
ing William Howard Tuft during the 
Champlain Turcentennial. According to 
Woodbury's great-grandson John Page, 
Woodbury grew up in Elmore, attended 
medical school at the University of Ver
mont, and in 1861 enlisted in the Union 
Army. After losing his right arm at the 
Battle of Bull Run, he was unable to 
practice medicine. Instead, he entered 
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the city's flourishing lumber business 
and did well financially. Woodbury 
ran successfully for mayor, lieutenant
governor, and finally governor, an office 
he held from 1894-96. As governor, he 
spoke out against clear-cutting and for 
better management of Vermont forests. 

A Company of Gentlemen 

Governor Woodbury probably knew 
many of the Vermonters whp accepted 
James Tuylor's invitation to convene at 
his Van Ness House. Not surprisingly, 
most of the "company of gentlemen" 
hailed from the northern half of the 
state; even so, many had to travel long 
distances over dirt road, by automobile 
or bus, to get to Burlington. (In 1910 
there were fewer than 2,000 cars reg
istered in the state.) Some might have 
come by train. 

The twenty-three incorporators of 
the Green Mountain Club convened in 
the Sample Room, off the Banquet Hall 
where the schoolmasters had previ
ously met; several of those present had 
been at the banquet. 

The educators were: 

• Merritt D. Chittenden, Burlington; 
high school principal 

• Carroll H. Drown, Wallingford; school 
superintendent 

• Arthur W Eddy, Bristol; school super
intendent 

• Kemp R. B. Flint, Northfield; professor 
of political science, Norwi~h University 

• Orlando K. Hollister, Barre; principal, 
Goddard Seminary 

• Elwin L. Ingalls, Hartford; school super
intendent 

• C. H. Morrill, Randolph; principal, 
Norwich School 

• D. T Page, Bakersfield; principal, 
Brigham Academy 

• Frank E. Sawyer, Vergennes; high 
school principal 

• Mason S. Stone, Montpelier; Vermont 
Superintendent of Education 

• James P Taylor, Saxtons River; assistant 
principal, Vermont Academy 

The second largest group was from the 
legal profession: 

• Chauncey W Brownell, Burlington; 
lawyer, former Vermont Secretary of 
State and state senator 

• Frank H. Clark, Windsor; lawyer, writer 
for Windsor Journal 

• Clarence P Cowles, Burlington; lawyer 
• Seneca Haselton, Burlington; Vermont 

Supreme Court justice 

The third largest group was the 
journalists: 

• J. L. Southwick, Burlington; editor, 
Burlington Free Press 

• J. E. Tracy, Burlington; journalist, 
Burlington Daily News 

• Harry C. Whitehill, Waterbury; editor, 
Waterbury Record 

The remaining founders were: 

• Edward K. Allen, Burlington; YMCA 
secretary 

• Charles W Gates, Franklin; Vermont 
State Highways commissioner 

• W H. Spence, Rutland; minister, 
Congregational church 

• Henry G. Thomas, Stowe; Vermont Fish 
and Game commissioner 

• Marcellus E. Wheeler, Rutland; manufac
turer 

The Framework 

The Vermonters who gathered at the 
Van Ness House gave the Green Moun
tain Club a simple, yet effective consti
tution. The object of the organization 
remained, as Tuylor had so eloquently 
phrased it in his invitation, "to make 
the Vermont mountains play a larger 
part in the life of the people." Persons 
oflegal age could become members by 
applying to the club secretary and pay
ing dues, initially one dollar a year. The 
officers were to be president, vice-presi
_dent, secretary, and treasurer. Fourteen 
councilors, one from each of Vermont's 
counties, made up the governing board 
or Council. Elections were to be held 
at annual meeting, time and place to 
be determined by the Council and an
nounced at least two weeks in advance. 

The constitution stated that "mem
bers shall be organized in sections and 
groups according to their residence," 
making no allowance for at-large mem
bers. Sections were to be named as: 
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THE GREEN MOUNTAIN CLUB 
(Name oflocal mountain) Section 

at (name of place) 

Perhaps regrettably, sections have 
not followed this directive. Even the 
club's oldest section - the Mount 
Mansfield Section, founded on August 
8, 1910, and also celebrating its centen
nial, did not retain its original name, 
changing it to Burlington Section. The 
original idea behind the sections was 
for them to "develop"- that is, build 
and maintain trails on - their local 
mountain and produce uniform-format 
guidebooks that could be combined 
into one official Green Mountain Club 
guidebook. 

Off and Running 

At its first meeting, GMC elected 
James Tuylor - no surprise there -
president. The other officers were: 
Justice Seneca Haselton, later to be 
memorialized with a trail on Mount 
Mansfield, vice-president; Elwin Ingalls, 
secretary; and Chauncey Brownell, trea
surer. All four were incorporators. Mar
cellus Wheeler of Rutland, a self-made 
leader in the fertilizer industry and one
time owner of Killington Peak, paid the 
club's initial operating expenses, thus 
becoming GMC's first benefactor. 

In 191 7 the club was incorporated 
as a non-profit organization in Rutland. 
Rutland remained the base of opera
tion until 1977 when the headquarters 
moved to Montpelier. In 1992 it moved 
again, this time to Waterbury Center 
where it remains today. 

• • • 
We venture to say that he {James P 
Taylor] never performed a greater or 
more worthy deed than when he gath
ered this little band of nature lovers 
together and launched the G.M. C. forth 
into its unknown future. 

- Long Trail News, April 1931 

Reidun Nuquist of the Montpelier Section 
is a librarian with a special interest in Ver
mont and Long Trail history. She is a fre
quent contributor to the Long Trail News. 
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Join the Montpelier Parade! 

I n celebration of 
the Green Moun
tain Club's lOOth 

birthday, the Montpelier 
Section is again marching 
in the city's Independence Day parade. 
The popular annual event takes place 
on Saturday, July 3. Participants gather 
in the staging area at 5 P.M., for a 6 P.M. 

start. 
The parade route begins near Win

ter and Summer Streets, then proceeds 
down Main and State Streets and past 
the State House. Sidewalks are always 
lined with applauding spectators. There 
is family entertainment on the State 
House lawn before and after the pa
rade. The lawn is also a good place for 
picnicking and watching the fireworks 

Green Mountain 
Kids: A Portrait of 
a Generation 

~.aint Phalle Photography of 

mltlJ0hn$0n is ru:eatirlg a fine 
art-style coffee table book featur

ing creative photos of children 

enjoying Vermont's Green Moun

tains. Each $100 portrait session 

fee will be donated to the Green 

Mountain Club. The book will 

be released near the end of 2010, 

in time for the holidays. If your 
family would like to be part of 

this project while supporting the 
Long 'Itail, visit www.green 

mountainkids.com or check out 

the facebook page, http:/ /www. 

facebook.com/ greenmountain 
kidsportraitbook. 

At the front of the Mont
pelier Section contingent 

will be club and section 
banners. The 27-foot 
Long 'Itail banner, pre

pared for the section's fiftieth anniver
sary, will be carried through the streets 
by hikers, sporting as many GMC logos 
as possible. They will be joined by trail 
workers, bikers, paddlers, snowshoers, 
and skiers, bringing the Green Moun
tains into the heart of Montpelier. 

You are invited to join the Montpe
lier Section on this briefest, easiest club 
outing of the year. Children and youth 
are especially welcome. Tu enlist, con
tact parade coordinators Thomas Weiss 
at (802) 223-5603 or Reidun Nuquist at 
(802) 223-3550 or nuquist@together.net. 

GMC Staff Retreat 

T h ntire GMC taff - a 
dozen bright, dedicated, 
entertaining individuals 

- met in a quiet place off-site on 
January 27 for our annual staff 
retreat. We try to get away from 
the phones and e-mail for a day 
each winter to talk about proce
dures, challenges, and priorities 
for the coming year. This year, 
we focused on how to support the 
work of GM C's new Marketing 
Committee and how to improve 
participation in GMC education 
programs without having a dedi
cated education staffer. We also 
came up with a new format for 
our regular Wednesday afternoon 
staff meetings. 

Thank you to the Stoweflake 
Mountain Resort and Spa for gener
ously making their Baraw Family 
Ski House available for the retreat. 
Those staff who stayed over the 
night before greeted those who 
arrived at 9 A.M. attired in luxuri
ous Stoweflake white bathrobes. 
Thanks also to Cynthia Needham, 
Ph.D. for doing an outstanding 
job as guest facilitator for the 
staff retreat. GMC made a modest 
donation to the Clarina Howard 
Nichols Center (of which Cynthia 
serves as president of the board) 
in honor of Cynthia's assistance 
with our 2010 retreat. 

- Ben Rose 
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i29 Hikers Finish Trail 
nWould I do it again? If I was asked on DC!)! 15, Hell no. 

If I was asked on DC!)! 23, MC!Jibe. If I was asked now, weeks later, DefiniteJy." 

Congratulations to the 129 
hikers certified as Long Trail 
end-to-enders in 2009 ! The 
following people finished 
hiking Vermont's 272-mile 
"footpath in the wilderness" : 

Scott Albertson, Williston, VT 
Mark Albertson, Williston, VT 
Jesse Alibozek, Bradford, VT 
Denise Anderson, Northampton, MA 
Jim Andreotta, Egg Harbor, NJ 
Mary Ellen Baross, Freeport, ME 
Michael Behrendt, North Windham, VT 
Darren Bennett, Brookline, MA 
David Bennett, Bethesda, MD 
Stephanie Berdnick, Portland, OR 
Ronald Betts, Chester, VT 
Shawn Bialas, Linden, NJ 
Julie Bojanowski, Plattsburgh, NY 
Lindy Brown, Orwell, VT 
Richard Brown, Orwell, VT 
Faith Brown, Underhill, VT 
Tom Burroughs, Jericho, VT 
Jackson Burroughs, Jericho, VT 
Michael Buttrick, Bedford, MA 
Molly Carmody, Lynn, MA 
Karen Cassidy, Middletown, CT 
Alexander Commons, Northfield, VT 
Hilary Conway, Portland, OR 
Donald Cook, Aurora, CO 
Blake Cote, So. Burlington, VT 
Blaise Cote, Arlington, VA 
Steve Cratty, Indiana, PA 
Sara Cratty, Indiana, PA 
Margaret DeVolt, Jericho, VT 
James Dorer, Bedford, MA 
Jesse Eastman, Kent, OH 
Dick Edmonds, East Hampton, CT 
Julie Edmonds, Brooklyn, NY 
David Ethier, Milton, VT 
Liz Frederick, Denver, CO 
Walker Fuchs, Mattapoisett, MA 
Nathaniel Fuchs, Mattapoisett, MA 
Karen Furland, Essex Junction, VT 
Will Gersch, Denver, CO 
Buddy Gersch, Denver, CO 
Amanda Gilman, E. Orange, VT 
Anna Gouznova, New York, NY 
Kenneth Grimm, Windham, VT 
Samuel Grodofsky, Philadelphia, PA 

- JAMES "PUNGO" DORER 

Petra Halsema, South Royalton, VT 
Kay Hanson, Holderness, NH 
Bryan Harrington, Jericho, VT 
Tim Hart, Plymouth, MA 
Elizabeth Hawkes, Harvard, MA 
Victoria Hawkes, Harvard, MA 
Jennifer Heisey, Bethlehem, PA 
Dennis Himes, Vernon, CT 
Peter Hirst, Edgewater, FL 
Joyce Horrigan, Natick, MA 
Dana Humphrey, Palmyra, ME 
David Hyman, Pleasantville, NY 
Terry Imhoff, Winnipeg, MB 
Tim Isherwood, Surrey, UK 
Jack Jenkins, Louisville, KY 
Christian Jerne, Norwell, MA 

Annette Kalinoski, Fletcher, VT 
Roland Kessler, Casper, WY 
Samuel Kirkpatrick, Bennington, VT 
John Klebes, Raymond, NH 
Meg Klepack, Burlington, VT 
Mike Knutson, New Paltz, NY 
Robert Krug, Nazareth, PA 
Benjamin Lange, South Royalton, VT 
Rachel Lay, Binghamton, NY 
Angie Lemieux-Garand, Williamstown, VT 
Michael Leonard, Woodstock, VT 
Eric Levenson, Portsmouth, NH 
Emily Levin, Montpelier, VT 
Emmett Lyman, East Haddam, CT 
Marie Machado, South Burlington, VT 
Elizabeth Maislen, Norwich, VT 
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Jean Masse, East Hereford, QC 
Steven Masters, Manlius, NY 
Janine Mauche DuMond, Underhill, VT 
Joshua Mayer, Denton, TX 
Edward McNett, Staunton, MA 
Kristen Merlo, Bedford, MA 
Jon Mitchell, Mystic, CT 
Cynthia Needham, Hyde Park, VT 
Cindy Oas Kirk, Rutland, VT 
Philip Daniel O'Hara, Washington, DC 
Greg Parker, Newington, CT 
Tom Peterson, North Ferrisburg, VT 
Derek Pfeffer, Bedford, MA 
David Polson, Jericho, VT 
Tony Polson, Jericho Center, VT 
Brendan Popp, Plainfield, VT 
Diana Poulin, Newport, VT 
Lamar Powell, Harrison, TN 
Jim Proctor, South Royalton, VT 
Kira Rashba, Baltimore, MD 
Rafael Reyna, Falls Church, VA 
John Rhicard, South Hadley, MA 
Bonnie Ricker, Newport, VT 
Karen Ritland, Quechee, VT 
Thomas Ritland, Quechee, VT 
Stephen Rizzo, Leadville, CO 
Joseph Rondeau, Sea Cliff, NY 
Thomas Ross, New York, NY 
James Rowland III, Bethlehem, _PA 
Gabe Roxby, Charlemont, MA 
Jessica Rubin, East Montpelier, VT 
Robert Saari, Merrimack, NH 
Marissa Saltzman, Framingham, MA 
William Schults, Norwich, VT 
David Smith, Williamstown, NJ 
Jessica Spiltoir, Walpole, NH 
Susan Staples, Stone Ridge, NY 
Joshua Steirman, Brookline, MA 
Beth Stern, Plainfield, VT 
Larry Straus, Rochester, VT 
Glenn Strauhal, Aurora, CO 
Karen Sullivan, Cambridge, MA 
Kristina Sullivan, Cambridge, MA 
Bethann Swartz, Beverly, MA 
Jason Thime, Burlington, VT 
Rudolph Townsend, Williamstown, VT 
Mark Warren, Stoneham, MA 
George White, Stone Ridge, NY 
Steve Williams, West Pawlet, VT 
Paul Wolf, South Burlington, VT 
Alex Worcester, Colchester, VT 
Thomas Yaniglos, Conshohocken, PA 



re you looking for a way to 
give back to Vermont trails 
and get more involved with 
the Green Mountain Club? 

Volunte_ering is a terrific way to get 
outdoors, meet new people, and play 
an active part in the club. For details 
about these opportunities and others, 
please visit our website or contact Mari 

· Zagarins, (802) 244-7037, ext. 24 or mza
garins@greenmountainclub.org. 

Bark Mulch Packers 
Help GMC manage its composting 

privies by carrying mulch to designated 
campsites and shelters along the Long 
Trail. Good solo or group project. 

Centennial Outreach Volunteers 
Help celebrate GMC during its lOOth 

year! We need volunteers to represent 
GMC at festivals, events, and gatherings 
throughout the state. No experience 
necessary - just a love for the Long 
Trail and willingness to share informa
tion. 

field Project Assistants 
We are looking for volunteers to 

help with construction projects during 
the 2010 field season. Work will include 
building a new Little Rock Pond Shelter, 
refurbishing the Stratton Mountain fire 

tower, rebuilding the staircase at Ster
ling Pond, renovating Birch Glen Camp, 
and constructing moldering privies at 
Skyline Lodge and Congdon Shelter. 
Candidates must possess basic trail 
construction skills, be willing to work 
hard, follow safety procedures, and 
function well with trail crew and other 
volunteers. 

Headquarters Handy-Person 
GMC staff are looking for volunteers 

to perform small repairs and special 
projects in and around our headquar
ters on Route 100. We'll match volun
teers to assignments based on skills and 
availability, so let us know what you 
can contribute to the club. 

Section Work Days and Projects 
Join other volunteers for shelter 

and trail work days. Check out your 
local section's newsletter, visit GMC's 
website, or contact Mari to learn more 
about what's happening near you. 

Shuttle Drivers 
With limited public transportation 

available in Vermont, hikers often need 
help getting to or from trailheads. Tuke 
a ride with a hiker this summer, listen 
to some great stories, and be.come a 
GMC Trail Angel. 

Telephone Outreach Volunteer 
Friendly, outgoing volunteers need

ed to thank members for their support 
and help grow our membership. No 
experience is necessary. Making calls 
from home is a possibility after partici
pating in one or two training sessions at 
club headquarters. Be a voice for GMC 
and help us show our members that we 
care. 

Thursday Office Volunteers 
Join the fun at GMC's office in Wa

terbury Center! Work includes prepar
ing and sending bulk mailings, filing, 
interacting with a tight-knit team of 
office staff and volunteers, and much 
more. 

Volunteer Caretakers 
GMC is seeking Volunteer Sum

mit Caretakers for Mount Mansfield 
to educate hikers on how to minimize 
their impact on the sensitive alpine 
ecosystem. Work also involves tally
ing visitors and performing basic trail 
maintenance. 

Boundary Painting 
Volunteers N:eeded 

During 2010, GMC will be mount
ing a major effort to reclaim and 
repaint many miles ofboundaries 
on conserved Long Trail and Appa
lachian Trail corridor lands. If you'd 
like to give back to the trail, enjoy 
bushwacking, navigating through 
the woods, and seeing beautiful 
parts of Vermont that few others see, 
please contact Director of Steward
ship Pete Antos-Ketcham at (802) 
244-7037, ext. 17 or pantosketcham@ 
greenmountainclub.org. 

Calling all Volunteers: 
Save the Date 

Volunteer Appreciation Picnic 
Saturday, September 25 

GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center 
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A Thursday in the Life 
of an Office Volunteer 

8:30 A.M. Tom "Amazon" Massoth unlocks 
the door. Despite his l l/2 hour commute 
from Pomfret, he's the only volunteer 
with an office key because he always 
arrives first. He begins his job of ship
ping merchandise to website customers. 

8:50 Barbara Brown Watts begins her 
commute from her home nearby, using 
her favorite method of transportation: 
hiking boots and/ or snowshoes. 

9:05 Barbara and Doris Washburn, both 
long-time office volunteers, take seats 
in swivel chairs with their names writ
ten on the backs in permanent marker. 
These were donated by Barbara's 
husband in the mid-1990s as an alterna
tive to metal folding chairs. They set to 
work mailing membership cards and 
warmly greeting arriving volunteers 
and staff. 

10:17 Jane Peters reads excerpts from 
the latest batch of end-to-end journals, 
which include earnest requests for 
GMC to make the Long Trail less steep, 
muddy, and long. 

10:45 Rolling tip her sleeves, Debbie 
Carland-Purdy takes a stack of renewal 
letters for the week's bulk mailing 
and inserts them in the paper-folding 
machine. 

10:55 Debbie marvels at how nicely the 
paper-folding machine is working this 
week. 

10:57 Everyone watches in horror as 
the paper-folding machine jams. Debbie 

salvages what she can, yanks out the 
rest, and starts over. 

11:02 A big cheer erupts as Barbara 
Georgi strides in, carrying a tray piled 
high with shortbri::ad she has made. 

11:35 Another cheer when Richard 
Krause, so quiet he's practically gone 
unnoticed, announces that he's fixed 
the paper folder. 

12:00 P.M. Doris rings the lunch bell. A 
discussion ensues about the health ben
efits ofTum's lunch of choice: sardines 
with hot sauce. 

1:15 Work on the bulk mailing resumes. 
Barbara Watts and Doris each vie for 
the "turtle", a ceramic envelope sealer 
dating back to the early GMC. Stacy 
Bocskor, who is entering section outings 
into the events calendar, types "ceramic 
sealer" into Google.* 

3:00 Barbara Watts picks up a stack of 
envelopes to hand-address. Though 
she keeps a special pen with her name 
taped onto it for this purpose, she 
secretly hopes to share this job with 
anyone who has decent penmanship 
and a good sense of humor. 

3:25 Enter (your name 
here) . You pick up half of Barbara's 
remaining envelopes, get to work, and 
learn more about this speCial cast of 
characters. 

- Mari Zagarins 

*No luck.-Ifyou have any leads or know 
where to find one, please let us know! 

Long Trail News!: Summer 2010 15 

LEFT: Office volunteers, l. to r. Stacy 
Bocsker, Debbie Carland-Purdy, Jane Peters 

Adopt a Trail 

W hether you volunteer 
on your own, wi.th your 
family, or 1.vith an outing 

group, adopting a piece of the Long 
Trail is a great way to give back to the 
Green Mountains. Tu adopt a trail or 
overnight site listed here, contact Mari 
Zagarins at (802) 244-7037, ext. 24 or 
mzagarins@greenmountainclub.org. 

Long Trail 
• Tucker-Johnson Shelter to Chittenden

Pittsfield Rd. (Division 6, 1.9 mi.) 
• .North Pond Snowmobile 'frail to New 

Boston 'frail (Division 6,,3.8 mi.) 
• Gillespie Peak to Sucker Brook Shelter 

(Division 7, 2.1 mi.) 
• Mt. Ellen to the Jerusalem Trail (Division 

8, 1.8 mi.) 
• Montclair Glen Lodge to Camel's Hump 

summit (Division 9, 1.7 mi.) 
• Rte. 242 to Laura Woodward Shelter 
· (Division 12, 3.2 mi.) 
• Rte. 105 to Canadian Border (Division 12, 

2.6 mi.) 

Side Trails 
• Bald Mtn. '!tail: Bennington to West Ridge 

'frail (Divisfon 2, 3.5 mi.) 
• Old Job 'frail from USFS 30 to LT by Big 

Branch Bridge (Division 4, 5.3 mi.) 
• Chittenden Brook 'frail: 'frailhead to 

campground (Division 6, 3.7 mi.) 
• Clark Brook 'frail (Division 7, 3.0 mi.) 
• Hedgehog Brook 'frail (Division 9, 2.0 

mi.) 
•Burrows 'frail (Division 9, 2.1 mi.) 
• Hell Brook 'frail (Division 10, 1.5 mi.) 
•Babcock 'frail Extension (Division 11, 

0.4 mi.) 

Shelters/Overnight Sites 
• Congdon Shelter (Division 1) 
• Lula 'fye Shelter (Division 4) - spring 

and fall only 
• Minerva Hinchey Shelter (Division 5) 
• Tucker Johnson Shelter (Division 6) 
• Cooley Glen Shelter (Division 8) 

Other 
• Burke Mountain: Red, Blue, and Profile 

'frails (Northeast Kingdom) 

~ 

I 



Presidlen tt:'s 
Awards 

T he Green Mountain Club recog
nizes volunteers who have 
provided extraordinary service 

to GMC and the Long Trail by present
ing them with the President's Award at 
annual meeting. This year Phil Hazen, 
Steve Larose, and Dave Blumenthal 
received that award. 

Phil Hazen 

Phil Hazen has served as a trailwork 
and outings volunteer, on GMC's Board 
of Directors, on the Headquarters Plan
ning Committee, the Capital Campaign 
Cabinet, the Membership Committee, 
the Centennial Celebratfon Committee, 
and as logistical wizard for the March 
11 lOOth birthday celebration at the 
Double'Itee ... all while also serving as 
President of the Burlington Section! 

Steve Larose 

In 2002, Steve Lams~ contacted 
Ben Rose with an interest in joining 
GMC's Publications Committee. In 
2003, he stepped up to become chair 
of the committee. Since then, with his 

background in the publishing indus
try, Steve has been the guiding hand 
as GMC's publications program has 
expanded from the Long 'Irail Guide 

and Day Hiker's Guide (plus a few other 
items) to the array of maps, guidebooks 
and other publications we offer today. 
Steve has been project manager, facili
tator, and an extraordinary harnesser 
of volunteer energy. It is amazing 
what GMC's publications program has 
accomplished considering there is no 
dedicated staffing for this committee
it is volunteer-powered, and Steve is 
the quarterback. It's time we recognize 
his work with a President's Award. 

Dave Blumenthal 

Dave Blumenthal is a GMC board 
member, and along with his wife Lexi 
Shear, founder of the Montpelier Sec
tion's pioneering Young Adventurer's 
Club. Dave has served on various 
committees, and is one of the most 
productive members of the Publica
tions Committee. Dave was the vol
unteer project manager for A Century 
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in the Mountains, GMC's centennial 
coffeetable book. He was also the artist 
who created the Long Trail poster. The 
watercolor images he painted during 
his end-to-end hike are the division 
headers in the Long 'Irail Guide. Dave 
donated his time to create the beautiful 
3-D relief map on display in the Visitor 
Center. He edited maps for the Long 

'Irail Guide. Dave recently designed 
our new traveling display, which will 
be exhibited at libraries throughout the 
state this year for the Long nail's cen
tennial. The list of Dave Blumenthal 
projects goes on ... in a nutshell, we are 
very fortunate to have such a creative 
and capable person dedicating time and 
energy to GMC. Thank you Dave! 

'Iragically, a month after receiving this 
award, Dave Blumenthal was killed in a 
mountain biking accident in Colorado 
(see p.20). 

Honorary 
Life Member 

S
ome years, at annual meeting, 
the Green Mountain Club awards 
honorary life memberships to 

individuals who have made outstand
ing contributions to the club over many 
years. This year Dot Myer received this 
honor. 

Dot Myer 

Dot Myer began hiking with the 
UVM Outing Club as a student in the 
1950s, and joined the Green Mountain 
Club in 1956 after graduation. Over the 
years she has served the Burlington 
Section as: President, Vice-President, 
Outings Committee Chair, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee, a member of 
the Budget Committee, Membership 
Chair, Volunteer Coordinator for EMS 
Club Day, and unofficial section histo-
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rian and archivist. Dot created a section 
history album on CD and has a garage 
full of Burlington Section stuff. Dot has 
been a frequent contributor to Ridge 

Lines, the section newsletter, and is a 
regular trip leader, averaging at least 
one outing per month. 

Dot recently appeared in the role of 
The Porcupine (in a costume designed 
by Sue Girouard) in the historical play 
at GMC's centennial birthday celebra
tion on March 11. 

Her outdoor accomplishments 
include: completing the Long Trail in 
1965, hiking the entire Appalachian 
Trail, climbing all 111 4000-footers in 
the Northeast in both summer and 
winter, and hiking the Northville-Lake 
Placid Trail. Dot is also a member of 
the Vermont 251 Club, having biked to 
all 251 to~s in Vermont. It took her 
eight years and put 4078 miles on her 
bicycle's odometer. She does not own 
a car. 

When Dot is not off traveling to Pa
tagonia, New Zealand, or Baffin Island, 
she is always willing to help out where 
needed. Dot Myer has maintained her 
enthusiasm for the club for more than 
fifty years, and we're fortunate to have 
her as a volunteer. 

LEFT: Sue Girouard (as porcupine) 
and Dot Meyer 

Marge Fish thanks retiring board 
member John Connell. 



GMC Loses Dedicated Volunteers 

Dave Blumenthal 

G MC board membeT Dave Blu
menthal clied June 24, a month 
after receiving a '.President's 

Award from the club for his outstanding 
volunteer work (seep. 8). Dave, 37, was 
critically injured after he collided with 
a pick-up truck while descending a re
mote mountain road in Colorado on his 
mountain bike. He was competing in 
the Thur Divide, a 2, 780-mile mountain 
bike race from Banffto New Mexico. 
Dave was flown to Denver, where he 
died the next day. 

Dave Blumenthal was a graphic 
designer and artist, and operated Studio 
Zaic in Montpelier, custom-designing 
furniture and exhibits. He gradu-

ated from Harvard and had a Master's 
degree from the Pratt Institute. Dave 
was very generous with his time and 
talents and volunteered for several 
other area organizations in addition to 
the Green Mountain Club. He enjoyed 
many outdoor adventures, including 
hiking in Alaska and backpacking the 
Pacific Crest 'frail with his wife Lexi 
Shear. He also restored their Victorian 

· house in Montpelier, doing much of 
the work himself. Dave leaves his wife 
Lexi, their four-year-old daughter Lin
naea, his brother Pete Blumenthal, and 
h:ls parents Ralph and Jenni Blumen
thal ofHoll!ldel, New Jersey. 

A memorial service for Dave 
Blumenthal was held outside GMC's 
Visitor Center Saturday, July 10. Over 
225 family and friends attended. 

GMC Executive Director 
Ben Rose spoke at Dave's 
memorial service: 

Dave Blumenthal was one of 
the most aetive and creative volun
teers in the Green Mountain Club's 
living memory. The club is a tight
knit community, and Dave leaves 
a giant empty place at our table. 

But GMC cannot make special 
claim to Dave's legacy. He was so 
many things to so many people. 
All of us gathered here today are 
now included in a new, larger 
community, pulling in friends and 
energy from many directions, with 
Dave at its heart. 

Speaking to all fellow 
members of this new commu
nity, I propose that we make 

a pledge to each other: Let's 
all try to be a little bit 

stronger and a little bit 
braver. Let's try to be 
a bit more thoughtful 
with our words, a bit 
more clever and cre-

ative with our hands. 
Let's be quicker with our 

smiles. Let's all be a bit more 
generous and a bit more 
gentle. In short, let's try to be 
a bit more like Dave. 

If we can do that, we will 
all carry him with us through 
all of the adventures and 
discoveries which lie ahead, 
and his work of community
building will carry on. 

Godspeed, Dave. 

Long Trail News~ Fall 20!0 20 

Bill and Thelma Osgood get ready to hike in 
the Pemigewassett Wilderness, summer 1950 

William Edward Osgood 

L ong-time GMC volunteer Bill 
Osgood died i.n May at age 84. 
Bill was an active member of 

the Montpelier Section, and served 
as 'frails and Shelters Coordinator. He 
was on GMC's History and Archives 
Committee, and helped clean histori
cal materials after the 2003 fire which 
destroyed the South Barn at GMC 
Headquarters. Using his work experi
ence as a librarian, Bill volunteered to 
organize GMC's records at the Vermont 
Historical Society. In his later years, he 
spent hours identifying and labeling 
photos and organizing a photo archive 
at headquarters. Bill was the adopter for 
the Beane 'frail for many years. 

Bill served in the 10th Mountain 
Division in World War II, and saw fierce 
fighting in the last push against Nazi 
forces in the Italian Alps. After the war, 
Bill's company was assigned to peace
keeping in Slovenia, where he learned 
rope-climbing in the Julian Alps. Bill 
brought his mountaineering and skiing 
skills back to the White Mountains, 
where he began his life-long ascents of 
New England mountains. He worked as 
a guide on Cannon Mountain, where he 
met his wife, Thelma Slabaugh. 

After settling in Vermont, Bill was 
an enthusiastic hike leader, taking his 
daughters, Deborah and Kathleen and 
their friends on memorable multi-day 
trips on the Long 'frail. while working 
as the librarian at Goddard College, Bill 
led students on winter bivouacs to Vic
tory Bog in the Northeast Kingdom and 
explored the high tundra of Lapland 

on his sabbatical. Later he formed an 
ad hoc Mountain-of-the-Month Club to 
climb as many peaks in New England 
as possible. · 

With his Army buddy Leslie Hurley, 
Bill wrote two books on the outdoors: 
the first cross-country ski book and the 
well-known The Snowshoe Book. He 
also wrote the Paine Mountain Guide
book. 

Bill was 'Itailmaster at his last abode 
at Wake Robin in Shelburne. Several 
Wake Robin residents have fond memo
ries of evening snowshoe excursions 
where Bill led them in choruses of 
howling at the wolf moon. 

Ask anyone who went into the 
woods with my father, and they will tell 
you they came out wiser and happier. 
His gift was in getting people outdoors, 
and his grace was the pleasure he found 
in bringing others into the woods and 
hills. 

- Kathleen Osgood Dana 

George Pearlstein 

F ormer GMC President (1971-
l 973) George Pearlstein died 
this past April. Geotge chaired 

the 'frails and Shelters Committee and 
Guidebook Committee years ago and 
was editor of the Guidebook of the Long 

hikes with them, George and I decided 
to work on hiking the Long 'frail from 
end to end. In 1960 and 1961, we hiked 
nearly 200 miles of the trail together. 

I came to know George as a bright, 
reserved, and industrious person with 
a keen sense of humor. "No one could 
ask for a more durable, capable, and 
cooperative hiking companion," I wrote 
in my end-to-end report. Our longest 
hike from Williamstown, Massachusetts 
to Sherburne Pass was the most memo
rable. Amazing as it may seem today, 
George and I had the Long 'frail to 
ourselves most of the time on that nine
day hike in September 1960, except 
for the company of porcupines, which 
were abundant at Long 'frail shelters. 
At Glastenbury Mountain Camp one of 
those critters got under the wire mesh 
bunk on which George slept and bayo
neted his air mattress from beneath, 
deflating it for the rest of the trip. I did 
not have an air mattress. So our enjoy
ment of hard bunks.was equalized. 

Many years later, in the late 1970s, 
I served as GMC President, and my 
acquaintance with George was reinvigo
rated. I thought we ought to have a day 
hiker's guide to complement the Long 
Trail Guide. George agreed to head up 
the project. From time to time, I asked 
George how the guide was progress

J 

ing, and each time he 
laconically said that it 
was coming along. Little 
did I know until it was 
completed and published 
in 1978 that George had 
single-handedly done vir
tually all of the fieldwork 
and writing that went 
into that first edition. 

Trail. He compiled 
and edited the club's 
first Day Hiker's 
Guide. George hiked 
the entire Long 'frail 
six times and was the 
first to hike it end-to
end in winter. He also 
climbed to the high 
point in every town 
or city in Vermont. 
The Green Mountain 
Club awarded George 
Pearlstein an honor
ary life membership 

George Pearlstein at 1999 
Annual Meeting 

George had a passion
ate love of the Green 
Mountains. "'frying to list 
the highlights of hiking 

in 1999. 
His friend Joe Frank wrote this 

remembrance: 
I first met George and Don Wallace, 

when I joined the Green Mountain Club 
in 1959. George and Don were overaged 
undergraduates at UVM by reason of 
military service. After a few interesting 

the Long 'frail is like try
ing to bail out Lake Champlain with a 
teacup," he wrote. 

If there is a life hereafter, I would 
like to share some of it with George. 
We'll hike on trails and climb a few 
peaks in the heavens. 

- Joseph E. Frank 
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The mission of the Green Mountain 

Club is to make the vhmont moun

tains play a larger part in the life of the 

people by protecting and maintaining 

the Long Trail System and fostering, 

through education, the stewardship of 

vermonr's hiking trails and mountains. 
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Wrapping Up the Centennial Year 

I
t has been a bu y year for the 
Green Mountain Club with all 
of our centennial events. The 
centennial year is winding down, 

but some of the projects will live on. 
The barn dance was such a hit that 

there is a ground s'.'Vell of support for 
holding one annually. It reminded 
some members of the old intersection
als - the annual weeklong campouts 
and hikes that GMC organized from 
the 1950s until the 80s. Not as many 
people have time nowadays to partici
pate in a weeklong meeting, but we 
have scheduled the next barn dance for 
Saturday, July 23, 2011. We'll run hikes 
on Saturday and Sunday so those who 
want to can make this a weekend event. 
The barn dance will alternate between 
northern and southern locations, but 
will be held in southern Vermont one 
more time ·in 2011 before going north in 
2012. 

GMC's new travelling display (see 
page 15) has been a big hit at libraries 
and welcome centers and will continue 
to tour the state next year. If you have 
not seen the display, check the itiner
ary on our website. 

Prickles the Porcupine, the only 
GMC member to participate in all thirty 
days of the end-to-end relay (seep. 5), 
has (with the help of Megan Duni) put 
together a slide show of her hike. This 
will be presented as a Tuylor Series 
show and will be available to schools, 
section annual meetings, and other 
appropriate venues. 

Many of you have received our an
nual winter appeal letter. I have heard 
people say "Why should I give more? 
I have already paid my membership 
dues." Keep in mind that member-
ship dues cover less than a quarter of 
GM C's operating budget. Volunteers 
who put in innumerable unpaid hours 
do much of our work, but there is work 
that must be done by paid staff and 
other expenses. We need to continue 
to increase our membership and ask 

for additional support. Please help us 
out - remind your friends to join GMC, 
give GMC memberships as holiday gifts, 
birthday presents, and "just because" 
presents. If you can, send in that extra 
year-end donation. 

Endowment Established in 
Memory of Dave Blumenthal 

Our Education Program will be tak
ing an exciting new direction. We will 
continue our very successful Tuylor 
Series and workshops teaching hiking 
and trail maintenance skills. The Mont
pelier Section's Young Adventurers Club 
will continue to involve young children 
in hiking. We held a very successful 
teachers' workshop this past summer, 
organized by Jenna Whitson, our Group 
Outreach Specialist (thanks to VHCB's 
AmeriCorps Service environmental 
program). The workshop gave teachers 
the tools to integrate information about 
GMC and the Long Ttail into their cur
ricula. We are planning to build on this 
work and to support interested teachers 
and develop more educational materi
als they can use. A new Dave Blumen-
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thal Long 'Ilail Education Endowment 
Fund has been established with money 
donated in his memory and a bequest 
from Dave. Annual distributions from 
this endowment will be used to support 
GMC's educational projects. Dave was 
deeply committed to educating people 
about the Long Ttail, and most of his 
volunteer work for the club involved 
education, including founding the 
Young Adventurers Club with his wife 
Lexi Shear. This endowment will help 
us cultivate the next generation of hik
ers and members. 

Winter is the time for snowshoe and 
cross-cquntry ski trips. Though many of 
us hike solo in the other three seasons, 
in the winter it is especially important 
to have at least one or two companions. 
It is also critical to have safety equip
ment on every trip, no matter how 
short. Remember to bring your space 
blanket, an extra layer or two, food, 
beverage, whistle, map and compass, 
fire starter and matches, first aid kit, 
hand warmers, and knife. The life you 
save may be your own. 

- Marge Fish 




