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William Edward Osgood 
ong-time GMC volunteer Bill 
Osgood died in May at age 84. 
Bill was an active member of 

the Montpelier Section, and served 
as Trails and Shelters Coordinator. He 
was on GMC’s History and Archives 
Committee, and helped clean histori-
cal materials after the 2003 fire which 
destroyed the South Barn at GMC 
Headquarters. Using his work experi-
ence as a librarian, Bill volunteered to 
organize GMC’s records at the Vermont 
Historical Society. In his later years, he 
spent hours identifying and labeling 
photos and organizing a photo archive 
at headquarters. Bill was the adopter for 
the Beane Trail for many years.

Bill served in the 10th Mountain 
Division in World War II, and saw fierce 
fighting in the last push against Nazi 
forces in the Italian Alps. After the war, 
Bill’s company was assigned to peace-
keeping in Slovenia, where he learned 
rope-climbing in the Julian Alps. Bill 
brought his mountaineering and skiing 
skills back to the White Mountains, 
where he began his life-long ascents of 
New England mountains. He worked as 
a guide on Cannon Mountain, where he 
met his wife, Thelma Slabaugh.

After settling in Vermont, Bill was 
an enthusiastic hike leader, taking his 
daughters, Deborah and Kathleen and 
their friends on memorable multi-day 
trips on the Long Trail. While working 
as the librarian at Goddard College, Bill 
led students on winter bivouacs to Vic-
tory Bog in the Northeast Kingdom and 
explored the high tundra of Lapland 

on his sabbatical. Later he formed an 
ad hoc Mountain-of-the-Month Club to 
climb as many peaks in New England 
as possible.

With his Army buddy Leslie Hurley, 
Bill wrote two books on the outdoors: 
the first cross-country ski book and the 
well-known The Snowshoe Book. He 
also wrote the Paine Mountain Guide-
book. 

Bill was Trailmaster at his last abode 
at Wake Robin in Shelburne. Several 
Wake Robin residents have fond memo-
ries of evening snowshoe excursions 
where Bill led them in choruses of 
howling at the wolf moon. 

Ask anyone who went into the 
woods with my father, and they will tell 
you they came out wiser and happier. 
His gift was in getting people outdoors, 
and his grace was the pleasure he found 
in bringing others into the woods and 
hills. 

– Kathleen Osgood Dana

George Pearlstein
ormer GMC President (1971- 
1973) George Pearlstein died 
this past April. George chaired 

the Trails and Shelters Committee and 
Guidebook Committee years ago and 
was editor of the Guidebook of the Long 
Trail. He compiled 
and edited the club’s 
first Day Hiker’s 
Guide. George hiked 
the entire Long Trail 
six times and was the 
first to hike it end-to-
end in winter. He also 
climbed to the high 
point in every town 
or city in Vermont. 
The Green Mountain 
Club awarded George 
Pearlstein an honor-
ary life membership 
in 1999. 

His friend Joe Frank wrote this 
remembrance:

I first met George and Don Wallace, 
when I joined the Green Mountain Club 
in 1959. George and Don were overaged 
undergraduates at UVM by reason of 
military service. After a few interesting 

hikes with them, George and I decided 
to work on hiking the Long Trail from 
end to end. In 1960 and 1961, we hiked 
nearly 200 miles of the trail together.

I came to know George as a bright, 
reserved, and industrious person with 
a keen sense of humor. “No one could 
ask for a more durable, capable, and 
cooperative hiking companion,” I wrote 
in my end-to-end report. Our longest 
hike from Williamstown, Massachusetts 
to Sherburne Pass was the most memo-
rable. Amazing as it may seem today, 
George and I had the Long Trail to 
ourselves most of the time on that nine-
day hike in September 1960, except 
for the company of porcupines, which 
were abundant at Long Trail shelters. 
At Glastenbury Mountain Camp one of 
those critters got under the wire mesh 
bunk on which George slept and bayo-
neted his air mattress from beneath, 
deflating it for the rest of the trip. I did 
not have an air mattress. So our enjoy-
ment of hard bunks was equalized.

Many years later, in the late 1970s, 
I served as GMC President, and my 
acquaintance with George was reinvigo-
rated. I thought we ought to have a day 
hiker’s guide to complement the Long 
Trail Guide. George agreed to head up 
the project. From time to time, I asked 
George how the guide was progress-

ing, and each time he 
laconically said that it 
was coming along. Little 
did I know until it was 
completed and published 
in 1978 that George had 
single-handedly done vir-
tually all of the fieldwork 
and writing that went 
into that first edition.

George had a passion-
ate love of the Green 
Mountains. “Trying to list 
the highlights of hiking 
the Long Trail is like try-

ing to bail out Lake Champlain with a 
teacup,” he wrote.

If there is a life hereafter, I would 
like to share some of it with George. 
We’ll hike on trails and climb a few 
peaks in the heavens.

– Joseph E. Frank
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Annual Meeting

Bill and Thelma Osgood get ready to hike in 
the Pemigewassett Wilderness, summer 1950


