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Dave Blumenthal

MC board member Dave Blu-
menthal died June 24, a month 
after receiving a President’s 

Award from the club for his outstanding 
volunteer work (see p. 8). Dave, 37, was 
critically injured after he collided with 
a pick-up truck while descending a re-
mote mountain road in Colorado on his 
mountain bike. He was competing in 
the Tour Divide, a 2,780-mile mountain 
bike race from Banff to New Mexico. 
Dave was fl own to Denver, where he 
died the next day.

Dave Blumenthal was a graphic 
designer and artist, and operated Studio 
Zoic in Montpelier, custom-designing 
furniture and exhibits. He gradu-

ated from Harvard and had a Master’s 
 degree from the Pratt Institute. Dave 
was very generous with his time and 
talents and volunteered for several 
other area organizations in addition to 
the Green Mountain Club. He enjoyed 
many outdoor adventures, including 
hiking in Alaska and backpacking the 
Pacifi c Crest Trail with his wife Lexi 
Shear. He also restored their Victorian 
house in Montpelier, doing much of 
the work himself. Dave leaves his wife 
Lexi, their four-year-old daughter Lin-
naea, his brother Pete Blumenthal, and 
his parents Ralph and Jenni Blumen-
thal of Holmdel, New Jersey.

A memorial service for Dave 
 Blumenthal was held outside GMC’s 
Visitor Center Saturday, July 10. Over 
225  family and friends attended.

GMC Executive Director 
Ben Rose spoke at Dave’s 
memorial service:

Dave Blumenthal was one of 
the most active and creative volun-
teers in the Green Mountain Club’s 
living memory.  The club is a tight-
knit community, and Dave leaves 
a giant empty place at our table.  

But GMC cannot make special 
claim to Dave’s legacy.  He was so 
many things to so many people. 
All of us gathered here today are 
now included in a new, larger 
community, pulling in friends and 
energy from many directions, with 
Dave at its heart.

 
Speaking to all fellow 

members of this new commu-
nity, I propose that we make 

a pledge to each other: Let’s 
all try to be a little bit 

stronger and a little bit 
braver.  Let’s try to be 
a bit more thoughtful 
with our words, a bit 
more clever and cre-

ative with our hands.  
Let’s be quicker with our 

smiles. Let’s all be a bit more 
generous and a bit more 
gentle.  In short, let’s try to be 
a bit more like Dave.

 
If we can do that, we will 

all carry him with us through 
all of the adventures and 
discoveries which lie ahead, 
and his work of community-
building will carry on.

 
Godspeed, Dave.
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Dave Blumenthal with daughter Linnaea
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