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n celebration of 
the Green Moun-
tain Club’s 100th 

birthday, the Montpelier 
Section is again marching 
in the city’s Independence Day parade. 
The popular annual event takes place 
on Saturday, July 3.  Participants gather 
in the staging area at 5 P.M., for a 6 P.M. 
start.

The parade route begins near Win-
ter and Summer Streets, then proceeds 
down Main and State Streets and past 
the State House. Sidewalks are always 
lined with applauding spectators. There 
is family entertainment on the State 
House lawn before and after the pa-
rade. The lawn is also a good place for 
picnicking and watching the fireworks

At the front of the Mont-
pelier Section contingent 

will be club and section 
banners. The 27-foot 
Long Trail banner, pre-

pared for the section’s fiftieth anniver-
sary, will be carried through the streets 
by hikers, sporting as many GMC logos 
as possible. They will be joined by trail 
workers, bikers, paddlers, snowshoers, 
and skiers, bringing the Green Moun-
tains into the heart of Montpelier.

You are invited to join the Montpe-
lier Section on this briefest, easiest club 
outing of the year. Children and youth 
are especially welcome. To enlist, con-
tact parade coordinators Thomas Weiss 
at (802) 223-5603 or Reidun Nuquist at 
(802) 223-3550 or nuquist@together.net. 
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Trail   Mix

Green Mountain  
Kids: A Portrait of  
a Generation

S
aint Phalle Photography of 
Johnson is creating a fine 

art-style coffee table book featur-
ing creative photos of children 
enjoying Vermont’s Green Moun-
tains. Each $100 portrait session 
fee will be donated to the Green 
Mountain Club. The book will 
be released near the end of 2010, 
in time for the holidays. If your 
family would like to be part of 
this project while supporting the 
Long Trail, visit www.green 
mountainkids.com or check out 
the facebook page, http://www.
facebook.com/greenmountain 
kidsportraitbook.

GMC Staff Retreat

he entire GMC staff  — a 
dozen bright, dedicated, 
entertaining individuals 

— met in a quiet place off-site on 
January 27 for our annual staff 
retreat.  We try to get away from 
the phones and e-mail for a day 
each winter to talk about proce-
dures, challenges, and priorities 
for the coming year. This year, 
we focused on how to support the 
work of GMC’s new Marketing 
Committee and how to improve 
participation in GMC education 
programs without having a dedi-
cated education staffer. We also 
came up with a new format for 
our regular Wednesday afternoon 
staff meetings.  

Thank you to the Stoweflake 
Mountain Resort and Spa for gener-
ously making their Baraw Family 
Ski House available for the retreat.  
Those staff who stayed over the 
night before greeted those who 
arrived at 9 A.M. attired in luxuri-
ous Stoweflake white bathrobes. 
Thanks also to Cynthia Needham, 
Ph.D. for doing an outstanding 
job as guest facilitator for the 
staff retreat. GMC made a modest 
donation to the Clarina Howard 
Nichols Center (of which Cynthia 
serves as president of the board) 
in honor of Cynthia’s assistance 
with our 2010 retreat.

– Ben Rose
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