
THE GREEN MOUNTAIN PA 

BY REIDUN D. NUQUIST 

-.1111~•• t is 1939. You breathe a sat
isfied sigh as you tuck the 
wool blanket around you on 
the hard wooden bunk. It 
was a long hike. You can still 

_. .. .., feel where the pack basket 
straps dug into your shoulders; next 
time you may leave the daisy ham 
and maybe the coffee tin behind. But 
never mind, you reached the shelter 
well before sundown, and now you 
are ready to go to sleep. A few min
utes later you sit bold upright in your 
bunk. What was that?! The sound of 
screeching tires and car horns pierces 
the air. Is the new Green Mountain 
Parkway this close to the shelter? 
How could Vermont allow a highway 
so near the Long Tuail? Fortunately 
the state did not, and the Green 
Mountain Club played a crucial role in 
defeating it. 

The Green Mountain Parkway was 
first proposed in 1933. It was the 
decade of the Great Depression, with 
failing businesses, growing unemploy
ment, bank closings, and abandoned 
farms. Many Vermonters depended on 
charity and public assistance. Presi
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt began his 
first term by launching a string of 
New Deal relief programs. The Civil
ian Conservation Corps (CCC), was 
especially successful in Vermont, 
employing thousands of out-of-work 
young men to build ski and hiking 
trails, state parks, and forest roads. 

The idea for the Green Mountain 
Parkway came from Colonel Wil
liam J. Wilgus, recently settled in 
Ascutney. A retired engineer, Wilgus 
wanted Vermont to take advantage 
of federal funds available through 
the National Industrial Recovery Act. 
With the estimated seven million due 
the state, it could create a scenic 260-
mile parkway along the spine of the 
Green Mountains from Massachusetts 
to Canada. Wilgus's project would 
employ 7,000 men for a year and a 

~~But, please, Mr. Wilgus, Spare us Vermont" 
half, be a boost to the Vermont econo
my, and attract tourists. 

Alarmed by the proposed parkway 
and its possible impact on the Long 
Tuail, GM C's Board of Tuustees quickly 
passed a resolution stating it was 
"unalterably opposed to the construc
tion of such a highway," which would 
mean the eventual abandonment of 
the trail and commercialization of 
Vermont's landscape. The club's swift 
reaction was understandable. After 
twenty years, the builders of the Long 
Tuail had finally reached the Canadian 
border three years earlier. In 1931, the 
club had celebrated the completion 
of the LT, as well as its own coming
of-age. And here, out of nowhere, was 
a scheme that threatened the club's 
very raison d'etre. 

Wishing to calm the fears of the 
trustees, Colonel Wilgus agreed to 
meet with them. He explained that 
the road would be 1, 000 feet wide 
with 500 feet of acquired park 
land on each side. In general, 
the parkway would parallel the 
Long Tuail at a distance of one
fourth to several miles away. 
Wilgus did not know how often 
it would cross the trail. (A later 
estimate counted sixteen cross
ings.) Unless Vermonters could 
agree on the project, Wilgus 
declared, the state was in dan
ger of losing the federal funds. 
On being questioned by the 
trustees, he could not say how 
the parkway might affect "the 
psychology of trail trampers" 
who sought wilderness to get 
away from automobiles. 

The following year, the 
National Park Service published 
the Green Mountain Parkway 
Reconnaissance Survey. No 
mountain would be scarred dur
ing construction it stated, an 
odd claim as trees would have 
to be cut to open up vistas. 
Another surprising claim was 
that the parkway would protect 

wildlife by creating "a continuous 
strip of game refuge throughout the 
state." The general grade of the park
way was to be 5% or less. Its highest 
point would be at 3, 700 feet on Kil
lington Peak. North of Battell Forest, it 
would leave the Green Mountains for 
the western foothills, giving motorists 
a distant, perspective view of Camel's 
Hump and Mount Mansfield . After 
passing through Hazen's Notch, the 
parkway would terminate in a wilder
ness national park to include the Jay 
Peaks. Parallel to the roadway, but 
"out of sight and sound of it, 11 would 
be a bridle path and a new foot trail 
connecting to the Long Tuail. 

As Colonel Wilgus traveled around 
Vermont selling the parkway, the 
debate escalated. Newspapers ran 
parkway articles, editorials, and let
ters-to-the-editor. The Rutland Herald 
was firmly opposed and printed this 
verse by Ella Warner Fisher: 
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But, please, .Mr. ·wilgus, 

Spare us 11ennont, 
What more can you have to say? 
Find some other State 
Where early and late 
You can plan a wide parkway. 

The Burlington Free Press was a sup
porter. Publisher David Howe wrote 
a fervent editorial entitled "Parkway 
Selfishness". In it he argued that "a 
nature-lover who feels crowded and 
unhappy because many others beside 
himself can enjoy the vistas from 
Mount Mansfield is to be pitied. 
Break down his motives and they may 
be assayed as pure unalderated [sic] 
self-satisfaction, or exclusiveness ... " 
Exclusiveness was a frequent criti
cism leveled at GMC members. The 
parkway would make the mountains 
and the Long Tuail more accessible to 

people, 
those c1 
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NT A IN 
us, Spare us Vermont" 

But, please, Afr. 'Wilgus, 

Spare us 11ennont, 
What more can you have to say? 
Find some other State 
Where early and late 
You can plan a wide parkway. 

The Burlington Free Press was a sup
porter. Publisher David Howe wrote 
a fervent editorial entitled "Parkway 
Selfishness". In it he argued that "a 
nature-lover who feels crowded and 
unhappy because many others beside 
himself can enjoy the vistas from 
Mount Mansfield is to be pitied. 
Break down his motives and they may 
be assayed as pure unalderated [sic] 
self-satisfaction, or exclusiveness ... " 
Exclusiveness was a frequent criti
cism leveled at GMC members. The 
parkway would make the mountains 
and the Long Trail more accessible to 

people, the argument went, not just to 
those capable of strenuous hikes. 

Well-known residents chose sides 
in the parkway debate. Sinclair Lewis, 
Walter Hard, and George Aiken were 
against it; Ralph Flanders and Doro
thy Canfield Fisher were for. All saw 
themselves as conservationists. Gov
ernor Stanley C. Wilson, an advocate, 
declined a 1934 invitation to speak 
to GMC. According to The Long Trail 
News, "he could see no good reason 
for his attendance, that if the Green 
Mountain Club was determined to 
wreck the parkway project, he did not 
desire to be present at the wrecking." 
Another prominent parkway sup
porter was Jam es P. Tuylor, founder of 
the Green Mountain Club and execu
tive secretary of the state Chamber of 
Commerce since 1912. Tuylor's name 
was conspicuously absent from the 
pages of The Long Trail News during 
the three-year Green Mountain Park-

way debacle. He had become 
something of a disappoint
ment, if not an embarrass
ment, to GMC's leadership. 
Another club luminary who 
favored the parkway was 
founding member Judge Clar
ence P. Cowles. His justifica
tion was wording in GMC's 
articles of incorporation 
that spoke of building "trails 
and roads in the Vermont 
mountains,'' although no one 
had ever interpreted this to 
include highways. 

Tuylor and Cowles were 
not the only GMC'ers for 
the parkway. Proponents 
argued that it would bring 
the state into the twentieth 
century, bridge the eastern 
and western sides of the 
state, and bring Vermonters 
out of the valleys and give 
them a wider horizon. Oppo
nents argued just as ardently 
that it would bring hordes of 
unwanted people, divide the 
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two sides of the state, and give the 
federal government too much of a 
presence. A 1934 club survey counted 
272 against and 196 for, out of a total 
membership of 1179. 

By late 1934, sensing mounting 
opposition to the Green Mountain 
Parkway, the federal Public Works 
Administration pleaded a shortage of 
funds for the project, whose estimated 
cost had risen to $18 million. Nor did 
it help that Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes said he .had no "patience 
with people whose idea of enjoying 
nature is dashing along a road at 50 
or 60 miles an hour." In Vermont, 
the legislature held public hearings 
where GMC President Wallace M. 
Fay testified against the parkway, as 
did Mortimer R. Proctor, former club 
president and a state representative. 
On March 26, 1935, the House of 
Representatives voted 126 against and 
111 in favor. The Senate then passed 
an enabling bill to allow the state to 
buy 50,000 acres for the parkway, 
but this was ruled out of order in the 
House. Governor Charles M. Smith 
considered the parkway issue too hot 
to handle, referring it to a referendum 
at town meeting. The final vote on 
the Green Mountain Parkway came in 
March 1936, when Vermonters over
whelmingly voted it down by a clear 
majority of 12,000, out of a record 
74,000 votes cast. 

The drawn-out battle between those 
who wanted to keep the Green Moun
tains free of development and those 
who preached economic benefit was 
over. But similar conflicts have rever
berated again as Green Mountain Club 
leaders have taken stands on ski area 
development, communication tow
ers, and wind farms. It is a perpetual 
dilemma, one that makes it critical 
that we protect the final few miles of 
the Long Trail. 

Reidun Nuquist of the Montpelier Section is 
a reference librarian with a special interest 
in Vermont and Long Trail history. 



Section Directory 

BENNINGTON 

Maintenance: Harmon Hill to Glastenbury Mountain 
President: Timothy Marr, (802) 442-3469 
E-mail: timjulie@adelphia.net 
Web site: www.bennington.com/outingclub 
BRATTLEBORO 

Maintenance: Winhall River to Vt. 11/30 
President: George Roy, (802) 399-7756 
E-mail: neogeo@sover.net 
Web site: www.brattleborogmc.com 

BREAD LOAF 

Location: Middlebury area 
Maintenance: Sucker Brook Shelter to 

Emily Proctor Shelter 
President: Mar Harrison, (802) 388-2574 
E-mail: mar@together.net 
Web site: www.geocities.com/yosemite/troop/l 914/ 
BURLINGTON 

Maintenance: Jonesville to Smugglers' Notch 
President: Phil Hazen, (802) 879-1302 
E-mail: philhazen@direcway.com 
Web site: www.naturecompass.org/gmcburlington 
CONNECTICUT 

Location: Hartford, Connecticut 
Maintenance: Glastenbury Mountain to 

Arlington-West Wardsboro Road 
President: Carol A. Langley, (860) 621-2860 
E-mail: cosmicall4@yahoo.com 
Web site: www.conngmc.com 

KILLINGTON 

Location: Rutland area 
Maintenance: Vt. 140 to Tucker-Johnson Shelter 
President: Barry Griffith, (802) 492-3573 
E-mail: griff.lvt@aol.com 
Web site: www.geocities.com/gmckillington/ 
LARAWAY 

Location: St. Albans area 
Maintenance: Vt. 15 to Vt. 118 
President: Bruce Bushey, (802) 893-2146 
E-mail: brbshey@msn.com 
Web site: www.emba.uvm.edu/ N erickson/gmc/ 
MANCHE.STER 

Maintenance: Vt. 11/30 to Mad Tum Notch 
President: Alice Goodman, (802) 366-1170 
E-mail: agoodOOl@adelphia.net 
Web site: www.gmcmanchester.org 
MONTPELIER 

Maintenance: Bamforth to Jonesville and 
Smugglers' Notch to Chilcoat Pass 

President: Deb Kirchwey, (802) 496-7650 
E-mail: debk@madriver.com 
Web site: www.gmcmontpelier.org 
NORTHEAST KINGDOM 

Location: Northeast Kingdom 
President: Luke O'Brien, (802) 467-3694 
E-mail: luke@northwoodscenter.org 
Web site: www.nekgmc.org 

NORTHERN FRONTIER 

Location: Montgomery 
Maintenance: Hazen's Notch to Journey's End 
President: Jane Williams, (802) 827-3879 
E-mail: janebrummer@hotmail.com 
0TTAUQUECHEE 

Location: Upper Valley, and New Hampshire 
Maintenance: U S. 4 to Maine Junction; 

Appalachian Trail: Maine Junction to Vt. 12 
President: Tuna Perkins, (802) 457-8199 
E-mail: trinaperkins@adelphia.net 
Web site: http:/ /lab.dartmouth.edu: 16080/ 

gmc-o-section/ 

STERLING 

Location: Morrisville/Stowe/ Johnson 
Maintenance: Chilcoat Pass to Vt. 15 
President: Mike Mccole, (802) 888-4812 

WORCE.STER 

Location: Worcester, Massachusetts 
Maintenance: Arlington-West Wardsboro Road 

to Winhall River 
President: Barbara Day, (508) 987-0549 
E-mail: bsday@msn.com 

MONTPELIER 
New Grollp for Families Begins 

0 n a cold Saturday in Decem
ber, an unusual crew of two 
babies, four parents, and 

one grandparent (not all related!) 
made their way up the snow-covered 
slopes of Paine Mountain in North
field . At the summit, we slurped 
cocoa-all except the four-month
old-she slurped on something more 
to her liking. By the time we reached 
our cars at the end of the hike, both 
youngsters were sound asleep. Four 
families hiking with infants in tow did 
not happen by chance. This was the 
auspicious kick-off adventure of the 
Young Adventurers Club. 

The Young Adventurers Club (YAC 
for short) is a new group of the Mont
pelier Section of GMC intended to 
get parents and kids one to six years 
old outdoors to hike, play, learn, and 
make friends. The trips will be at 
a variety of difficulty levels. Some, 
labeled "kids-easy" are appropriate for 
children who can walk and want to 
be outside. "Kids-difficult" is for kids 
being carried by a parent; and "kids
medium" is somewhere in the middle. 
Regardless of the difficulty, each 
trip is intended to appeal to a child's 
sense of adventure. Some days we'll 

be learning to snowshoe in Hubbard 
Park. Others days we may look for 
bear sign or hunt for wildflowers. 
Each trip's itinerary will be adjusted 
on the day of the adventure to accom
modate those participating. Our pri
mary goal is for everyone to have fun. 

Each child will receive an "Adven
ture Journal" that will be stamped 
after each official adventure, in which 
they can record things they saw and 
learned along the way. After complet
ing five and ten adventures, children 
will receive small prizes to recog-
nize their efforts. Who doesn't like a 
reward? 

We were inspired to found YAC 
after the birth of our daughter in 
July. We have been determined to 
continue adventuring and to pass on 
to her our love of the outdoors. Each 
time we venture out we say to each 
other "surely there are other families 
out there that we could hike with". 
Motivated by this sentiment, we 
created YAC to bring together families 
and kids in the spirit of adventure. 

We have a full calendar of adven
tures this spring, and will have more 
fun things to do this summer. Tu find 
out more, log onto our website at 
http: / / www.gmcmontpelier.org/ yac. 
We'd love to have you join us! 

- Dave Blumenthal and Lexi Shear 
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GMC OFFICERS 

Richard Windish, President 
Marge Fish, Vice President 
Bill Lyons, 11'easurer 
Suzanne Girouard , Secretary 

GMC DIREC'fORS 

Jan Abbott, Bread Loaf 
Richard Andrews, General 
Tom Barstow, General 
Dave Blumenthal, General 
William Brodnitzki, Connecticut 
Ann Burcroff, Montpelier 
Mary Ann Carlson, General 
John Connell , General 
Rick Ethier, Ottauquechee 
Marge Fish , General 
Fred Gilbe rt , General 
Suzanne Girouard, Burlington 
J ean Haigh, Northeast Kingdom 
Chri s Hale, Laraway 
Rick Hubbard , General 
Lynda Hutchins, Killington 
Ron Lucie r, Sterling 
Dorothy MacDonald, Brattleboro 
Andrew Nuquist, Past President 
Luke O'Brien, General 
Kathie Peltz, Manchester 
Trina Perkins, General 
Walte r Pomroy, No rthern Frontier 
Paul Ra lston, General 
Mauree n Robertson, General 
Harris Roen , General 
Kirn Simpson , Worcester 
Val Stori , General 
He inz Treb itz, General 
Neil Van Dyke, General 

GMC STAFF DIRECTORY 

Pete Antos-Ketcham, Education Coordinator/ 
Facilities Manager 
E-mail: pantosketcham@greenmountain 
club.org; Phone Ext .. · l 7 

Shawn Flanigan, Membership and 
Volunteer Coordinator 
E-mail: sflanigan@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext. : 24 

Matt Larson, Development Assistant 
E-mail. mlarson@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 10 

Arthur Goldsweig, Director of Finance 
E-mail: agoldswe ig@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 14 

Jill Haas, 
Membership Assistant 
E-mail: jhaas@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext: 25 

Dave Hanly, Di1·ector of Field Programs 
E-mail dhardy@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext .. 20 

Juliet Barash, Group Outreach Specialist 
E-mail: groups@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext .. · 27 

Jenn Karson, Director of Communications 
E-mail. jkarson@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext .. 13 

Shawn Keeley, Development Officer; 
E-mail. skeeley@greenmounta inclub.org 
Phone Ext. 33 

Robert Lincoln, Director of Development 
E-mail: blincoln@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 21 

Ben Rose, Executive Director 
E-mail: brose@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 12 

Susan Shea, Managing Editor 
E-mail: sshea@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 19 

Rebecca Washburn, Stewardship Coordinatol' 
E-mail: rwashburn@greenmountainclub.org 
Phone Ext.: 32 

Annual Meeting Activities 
at Vermont State Parks 

I wanted to bring to your attention that two of the events 
related to the 2007 GMC Annual Meeting actually take 

place at a Vermont State Park, but that fact is not m en
tioned in the schedule of events in the spring Long Trail 

News. Hamilton Falls is a designated "State Natural Area", 
associated with Jamaica State Park, managed by the Ver

mont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. Lowell 

Send Us ~ 
Your Mountain~ 
Views! 
Send your comments, questions, 

criticism, or praise to 
sshea@greenmountainclub.org 

or Long Trail News 
4711 Waterbury-Stowe Road 

Waterbury Center, Vermont 05677 

Lake, including its island, 
is part of Lowell Lake State 
Park. I think that members 

of the public who visit these 
locations would b e interested 
in knowing that they are part 
of the Vermont State Park Sys

tem. Thanks. 

- Ed O'Leary, 
FP&R Operations Director 

Reminder: 
Register for GMC's 
Annual Meeting 

June 8-10, Hildene, 
Manchester Village, 
Vermont 

Join us for a great 
selection of hikes and 
kayak trips, and din
ner music and a square 
dance by the John 
Newton Trio (see spring 
LTN for details). There 
is still time to register 
online at www.green
mountainclub.org, or 
by calling GMC at (802) 
244-7037. Please regis
ter b efore June 4 if you 
wish to have m eals. 

DAVID MEKEEL OTIS (August 13, 1923 - February 18, 2007) 

D ave Otis's spirited m emos and 
notes are a bright spot in the 
GMC archives. He and his wife 

Ann were very active in the Burlington 
section and later with the Montpelier Sec
tion. Both served as section presidents and 
Dave as a board m ember. In 1959, when 
Ann was president of the Burlington Sec
tion, the 1960 Intersectional Meet was 
being planned. The event featured a week 
of hiking, campfires, and other activities 
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the 
club. In consultation with event organizers, 
Dave designed a souvenir patch that was 
distributed to all who attended the event. 
In 1962, a revised design of the popular 
patch was adopted by GMC's board of direc
tors as the official GMC sleeve emblem. 
Today, the key elements of Dave's design 
remain central to the logo adopted by 
GMC's board of directors on March 24, 
2007 . It's a true testament to Dave's talent 
that the design he created in 1959 con
tinues to drive the club's visual identity 
almost fifty years later. 

Dave died peacefully at home on the 
morning of February 18, 2007 after an eight
week battle with cancer. 

Memorial Service for Dave Otis: Sunday, 
June 24, 1 P. M., Green Mountain Cemetery, 
Montpelier. Reception immediately following, 
at Capital Plaza Hotel, Montpelier Room. 
Please· telephone 229-5200 if you plan to 
attend the reception. 

Memorial gifts may be directed to: Green 
Mounta_in Club Capital Fund, 4 711 Water
bury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Cente1~ Vermont, 
05677-8050. 

- Jennifer Karson 
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES 

NATURAL RESOURCE 
PROTECTION SKILLS 

Chainsaw Sawyer Workshop 
& Recertijicat:ion Course 
for Trail Maintainers 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 8 & 9, 9 AM-5 PM 
USFS Mount Tabor Work Center, 
Danby 

This comprehensive workshop 
will focus on saw maintenance, 
sawyer safety, bucking, limbing, 
and limited felling. Upon suc
cessful completion, sawyers will 
receive U.S. Forest Service cer
tification and be able to saw on 
the Long Trail/ Appalachian Trail. 
Instructors: Green Mountain 
National Forest and GMC staff. 
This class is free for those who 
maintain the Appalachian Trail 
portion of the Long Trail System. 
Limit: 12. Register by August 25. 

Winch, Block And Tackle: 
Moving Really Heavy Things 
Saturday and Sunday, 
September 15 and 16, 9 AM-5 PM, 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center 

Learn the use of Griphoist"' 
winches, pulleys, and ropes to 
safely move very heavy objects. 
These simple hand tools can be 
canied to any backcountry site. 
We will discuss the principles 
of mechanical advantage and 
practice several typical rigging 
situations. Instructor: Lester Ken
way, Maine Conservation Corps. 
Limit: 25. Fee: $85. Register by 
September 7. 

FIRST AID 

SOLO Wilderness First Aid 
Saturday and Sunday, 
June 16 & 17, 9 AM-5 PM 
GMC Headquarters Back Forty Lodge, 
Waterbury Center 

Sign up early-this course fills 
fast! This sixteen-hour, hands-on 
course will prepare you to deal 
with medical emergencies in the 
field. The focus is on the preven
tion, recognition, and treatment 
of backcountry injuries and 
illnesses. Wilderness First Aid 
certification or WFR recertifica
tion provided upon completion. 
Instructors: SOLO staff. Limit: 30. 
Fee: $175. Contact GMC for a list 
of overnight accommodations. 
Register by June 1. 

YOUTH, FAMILY, AND 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

Making Mountains 
out of Molehills 
Every Other Thursday Morning 
June-September, 9:30-11:30 AM 
with option of picnic lunch 

The Short Trail 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center 

Join other families with yciung 
children to explore forest, field 
and stream, foster environmen
tal stewardship, and meet other 
outdoor-lovers. Each naturalist 
walk is designed to introduce the 
newest generation of hikers to 
the intricacies of nature. Anyone 
is welcome to attend. Space is 
limited, so please register at least 
four days before each hike. Fee: 
$3 for members, $5 for nonmem
bers. Kids under 12 are free. A 
picnic area is available for those 
that wish to lunch together after 
the program. 

June 14 
Lichens and Mosses 
June 28 
The Forest Floor 
July 12 
All About Ferns 
July 26 
Wetlands and Streams 
Aug. 9 
All About Insects 
Aug. 23 
Knee Deep in Wildflowers 
Sept. 6 
All About Trees 

New Mother's Hikes 
Saturdays 
June-September, 
half and full-day hikes 

Various locations throughout 
Vermont 

Join GMC and other new moth
ers to get back in shape and hike 
Vermont's beautiful trails. Each 
hike is designed to introduce 
new mothers to other new fami
lies, have moms get out and be 
active with their children, and 
explore the forest and trail histo
ry. Anyone is welcome to attend. 
Space is limited, so please reg
ister at least seven days before 
each hike. Fee: $3 members, $5 
nonmembers. Kids under 12 are 
free , Group size will be limited 
to 10. 

June 23 
Little River State Park 
Historic Dalley Loop and 
Hedgehog Hill Trail 

July 22 
Ricker Mountain Tower 
Primitive service road to 
tower on Vista Peak 

August 11 
Nebraska Notch 
Lake Mansfield Trail to 
'Tuylor Lodge 

September 9 
Spruce Mountain Tower 
Summit Trail to the tower that 
is on the National Historic 
Lookout Register 

Young Adventurers Club 

The YAC is a new program of the 
Green Mountain Club designed 
to get parents and kids one 
month to six years old outdoors 
to hike, play, learn, and make 
friends. The YAC was founded 
and is run by GMC's Montpelier 
Section_ For more information 
visit: www.gmcmontpelier.org/ 
events/yac/index.htm. 

Sample Activities: 

Saturday, June 2 
Forest tramp to Eagle Ledge, 
Worcester. Kids Medium/ 
Difficult. 

Saturday, June 23 
Hike Moss Glen Falls, Stowe. 
Kids Medium. 

GMC Education 
Program Sponsors 

The GMC's Education 
Workshops are made possi
ble in part by the support 
of the business communi
ty and other friends of the 
club. Tu find out how you 
can help support GMC's 
Education Program, please 
call (802) 244-7037, ext. 17 
or e-mail pantosketcham@ 
greenmountainclub.org. 
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GMC JOINS No CHILD LEFT INSIDE INITIATIVE 

T he r en Mountain Club has 
joined the Vermont Depart
ment o For -ts, Parks and 

Recreation and other Vermont outdoor 
organizations to launch the No Child 
Left Inside (NCLI) Program. This ini
tiative, originally started in Connecti
cut, seeks to inspire children with a 
sense of wonder about nature through 
various outdoor activities. The pro
gram was created in response to the 
concern that twenty-first century chil-
dren are suffering from obesity and nature-deficit disorder 
(see review of Last Child in the Woods on p. 26). 

GMC LOSES 
GOOD FRIENDS 

Bob Pramuk 

Bob Pramuk died April 11, 2007. Bob worked in many 
capacities for the U.S. Forest Service on the Green Moun
tain National Forest. He served on GMC's Board of Direc-

• tors and was a respected member of the Trail Management 
Committee in the 1990s. Bob spent most of his thirty-year 
career in Vermont and his responsibilities included over
sight and development of the Long Trail in the Rutland 
and Manchester regions. He was an endless font of stories 
of shelters and trail characters and shared sage advice 
with trail managers in both the agency and the Green 
Mountain Club. 

John Brown 

John Brown passed away May 13, 2007. He was a trail 
volunteer for the Green Mountain Club for many years 
and an active member of the Burlington Section. John 
helped build or rebuild twelve Long Trail shelters from 
Journey's End Camp to Duck Brook, including repairing 
the windows during the Butler Lodge renovation. Tugether 
with his daughter, Deborah Brown, John made a gift to the 
Second Century Campaign to endow the maintenance of 
Spruce Ledge Camp. John worked in education, statistics, 
quality control, information sciences, and embedded 
systems software most of his professional life. He enjoyed 
bicycle outings with the Silver Streakers of Addison 
County. 
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Tu participate in this new initiative, 
GMC's Education Program has expanded 
its programming for children and fami
lies. In addition, our Group Outreach 
Program is taking our kids' programs to 
local schools. The Montpelier Section 
has begun a new program for children 

I and their parents called the Young 
Ins/~ Adventurers Club. The Long Trail is a 

perfect resource for parents and educa
tors looking to get kids outside and off 
the couch-join us. For more informa-

tion on our NCLI programs visit GMC's website. 
- Pete Antos-Ketcham 

Staff Changes 

W arc plea · cl to welcom Jennifer Donley 
Wa t rbury as M · n w Offi 

oord inator. Jen join cl he staf in lat 
May. Originally from Pennsylvania, she brings exten
sive customer service and nonprofit office admini
stration experience and a love of the outdoors. Her 
husband Ross is an LT and AT thru-hiker. 

Jen ·replaces Matt Larson, who has taken on the 
new job of Development Assistant. Matt, who has 
served GMC so well in a variety of staff roles over the 
past few years, will continue to work three days per 
week, assisting Development Officer Shawn Keeley in 
all manner of fundraising endeavors. Matt is also an 
accomplished photographer, and we have begun using 
his photos for in-house notecards. 

- Ben Rose 
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great, hiker-friendly trail. 
And of course, thanks to all the 

volunteers who completed the spring 
walk-through before Memorial Day, 
cutting up blowdowns. Lots of moose 
activity was observed and our treasurer, 
Walter Pomroy, assured us there were 
considerably more signs of moose this 
year than ever. 

Come visit us in the Northern 
Frontier. 

- Jane Williams 

MONTPELIER 

Section Histo1.:y Published 

T he Montpelier Section recently 
announced the publication of 
A Capital cction, the 1-listory 

of the Green Mountain Club's Montpelier 
Section 1955-2005, by Reidun Nuquist. 
Written to mark the section's fiftieth 
anniversary, the result is a comprehen
sive history based on research in club 
and section archives, personal inter
views, and correspondence. 

Although details from the forma
tive years are sparse, records indicate 

Mushrooms Continued from page 13 

for example, is found near mature ash 
trees; the birch bolete, under birch. As 
a rule, mutualistic mushrooms cannot 
live without their hosts-and studies 
have shown that trees deprived of their 
mycorrhizal partners are unable to 
compete successfully. Dr. Erik Lilles
kov, an ecologist with the U.S. Forest 
Service, avowed in a recent Northern 
Woodlands article that mycorrhizae 
are likely universal: "'I don't know of a 
single tree species [in northern forests] 
that is non-mycorrhizal. Walk through 
most pine, spruce, oak, birch, or beech 
stands, for example, and they're pres
ent. We should start thinking of trees 
as plant-fungal mutualisms, rather 
than as single organisms. The normal 
state of all of our forest trees is as one 
part of this mutualistic symbiosis!" 
(From "What are mycorrhizae, and 
why are they important to forests?", 

that section members 
performed trail work 

TllE 11/STURY OF 'J'llE 

GREEN MOUNTAINCLUR'S 

MONTPELIER SECTION, bers who made 
extraordinary contri
butions to the club 
and the section. 
Articles reprinted 
from the Long Trail 
News and Trail 

in 1956 and 1957. The 
inaugural outing, a 
sugar-on-snow-party, 
was reenacted in 2005. 
As membership grew, 
the section assumed 
more responsibility for 
maintaining portions of 
the Long Trail and the 
number and variety of 
outings expanded. Favorite destina
tions have included Camel's Hump, 
Mount Mansfield, and the Worcester 
Range. Oyster stew (a recipe is includ
ed) hikes are legendary and members 
have enjoyed mystery walks, holiday 
parties, and bike, ski, canoe and kayak 
trips. Tu describe the outings, Nuquist 
often uses entertaining quotes from 
trip reports. 

The history is arranged in nine chap
ters, each with a catchy title. In addi
tion to outings and trails and shelters 
work, they cover meetings, members, 
and the nitty-gritty of the section's 
business. In a chapter entitled "Giants", 
tribute is made to four deceased mem-

by Michael Snyder, Northern Wood
lands, 2004.) 

The threats to our forests and their 
fungi are many. Dramatic changes 
in tree and mushroom diversity and 
abundance have been 
observed globally due to 
the effects of acid precipi
tation, clearcutting, and 
the removal of wood from 
the forest floor. As I walk 
through the forests of the 
Green Mountains, I envi
sion the vast mycorrhizal 
matrix that permeates the 
ground, aware that more 
than a mile of interwoven 
mycelium chains can be 
found in a single cubic 
inch of soil. This living 
network regulates the 
flow of nutrients, sustain-

1965-2005 

and David Morse. 

Tallc and an unpub
lished eulogy honor 
Eugene Bamforth, 
Frances Holmes, 
Harlan Farnsworth, 

In spite of the daunting task of gath
ering a vast amount of information, 
Nuquist has produced a history that is 
well-organized, clearly written, and fun 
to read. A generous number of black 
and white photographs and several line 
drawings enhance the text. Browsers 
and researchers alike will appreciate 
the index and list of sources. 

Copies of this book are available by 
mail for $11.50 from Steve Lightholder, 
40 Beacon Street, Barre, VT 05641. 
Please make checks payable to the 
Montpelier Section of the Green Moun
tain Club. 

- Priscilla Page 

ing the vast food web upon which flora 
and fauna flourish. It pools the forest's 
resources and allocates according to 
need. It unites life and death. 
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Franconia Ridge Walk 
November 17 

our ascent will be via the chal
lenging Falling Waters Trail. The 
summit ridge offers fine, 360-
degree views. The descent will 
be via the more moderate Liberty 
Spring Trail. Come prepared for 
winter weather, including snow 
and ice. Traction devices may 
be required depending on condi
tions. Distance not to exceed 8 
miles. Hike rating: moderate to 
difficult. 

NATURAL RESOURCE 
PROTECTION SKILLS ...... ..... ...... ...... .... ... ... .. 
Chainsaw Sawyer Workshop 
& Recertification Course for 
Trail Maintainers 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 8 & 9 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 6 & 7 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 3 & 4 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
USFS Mt. Tabor Work Center, Danby 

This comprehensive workshop 
will focus on saw maintenance, 
sawyer safety, bucking, limbing, 
and limited felling. Upon suc
cessful completion, sawyers will 
receive U.S. Forest Service cer
tification and be able to saw on 
the Long Trail/ Appalachian Trail. 
Instructors: Green Mountain 
National Forest and GMC staff. 
This class is free for those who 
maintain the Appalachian Trail 
portion of the Long Trail System. 
Limit: 12. Register at least two 
weeks in advance. 

Crosscut Saw Workshop for 
Trail Maintainers 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 27 & 28 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
USFS Manchester Ranger Station, 
Manchester 

Learn safe, efficient use and 
proper maintenance of a cross
cut saw and other hand tools. 
Gain hands-on experience 
cutting blowdowns and felling 
trees. Successful participants 
will receive U.S. Forest Service 
certification for use of a crosscut 
saw to maintain trails in federal 
wilderness areas. Instructor: U.S. 
Forest Service staff. Limit: 12. 
Register by October 12. 

Winch, Block And Tackle: 
Moving Really Heavy Things 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 15 & 16 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
GMC Headqu_arters, Waterbury Center 

Learn the use of Griphoist™ 
winches, pulleys, and ropes to 
safely move very heavy objects. 
These simple hand tools can be 
carried to any backcountry site. 
We will discuss the principles of 
mechanical advantage and prac
tice several typical rigging situa
tions Instructor: Lester Kenway, 
Maine Conservation Corps. 
Limit: 25. Fee: $85. Register by 
September 7. 

FIRST AID 

SOLO Wz1demess First Aid 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 20 & 21 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 8 & 9 
9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
GMC Headquarters Back Forty lodge, 
Waterbury Center 

Sign up early-this course fills 
fast! This sixteen-hour, hands-on 
course will prepare you to deal 
with medical emergencies in the 
field. The focus is on the preven
tion, recognition, and treatment 
ofbackcountry injuries and 
illnesses. Wilderness First Aid 
certification or WFR recertifica
tion provided upon completion. 
Instructors: SOLO staff. Limit: 30. 
Fee: $175. Contact GMC for a list 
of overnight accommodations. 
Register at least three weeks in 
advance. 

YOUTH, FAMILY, AND 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

All About Trees 
Thursday, September 6 
9:30 - 11:30 A.M. 
with option of picnic lunch 
The Short Trail 
GMC Headquarters, Waterbury Center 

Explore forest, field and stream 
with your children, foster envi
ronmental stewardship, and 
meet other outdoors-loving 
families. This walk is designed 
to introduce the newest genera
tion of hikers to the intricacies 
of nature. Others are welcome 
to attend. Space is limited, so 
please register at least four days 
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before. The fee is $3 for mem
bers and $5 for nonmembers. 
Kids under 12 are free . A picnic 
area is available for those that 
wish to lunch together after the 
program. 

New Mothers Hike to Spruce 
Mountain Tower 
Saturday, September 9 

Take the Summit Trail to the tower 
which is oil the National Historic 
lookout Register 

Join GMC and other new moth
ers to get back in shape. This 
hike is designed to introduce 
new mothers to other families, 
have moms get out and be active 
with their children, and explore 
the forest and trail history. Oth
ers are welcome to attend. Space 
is limited, so please register at 
least seven days before. The fee 
is $3 for members and $5 for 
nonmembers. Kids under 8 are 
free. Group size will be limited 
to 10. 

Young Adventurers Club 
The YAC is a new program of the 
Green Mountain Club designed 
to get parents and kids one 
month to six years old outdoors, 
to hike, play, learn, and make 
friends. The YAC was founded by 
GMC's Montpelier Section. For 
the fall schedule and more infor
mation visit: www.gmcmontpe
lier.org/ events/yac/ index.htm. 
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GMC Education 
Program Sponsors 

GMC's Education Work
shops are made possible in 
part by the support of the 
business community and 
other friends of the club. Tu 
find out how you can help 
support GMC's Education 
Program, please call (802) 
244-7037, ext. 17 or e-mail 
pantosketcham@green 
mountainclub.org. 

REGISTRATION 
Contact GMC to register for workshops. 
Full payment by Visa, MasterCard, check, 
or cash is required prior to attending 
workshops. 

Voice: 802.244. 7037 
Fax: 802.244.5867 
gmc@greenmountainclub.org 
Route 100, Waterbury Center 

Register online at 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

FEES 
The workshop fee may include Lodg-
ing and/or camping, Lunch and other 
meals-see workshop description for 
details. Please contact GMC for informa
tion on what each workshop fee includes. 
GMC members-ask about your member 
discount. Not a member? Join and save on 
workshop fees. 

Refunds (minus a $10 processing fee) will 
be provided if cancellations are made prior 
to the registration deadline; cancellations 
made after the registration deadline will 
be refunded 50% of the workshop fee only 
if the space is subsequently filled. No 
refunds for reservations cancelled Less than 
three days before the workshop start date. 
GMC reserves the right to cancel a program 
at any time, in which case the club will 
notify registrants and a full refund will be 
provided. 
Note: workshop dates and venues are 
subject to change due to weather condi
tions and other unforeseen circumstances. 
Please call or e-mail GMC prior to all 
workshops for the Latest updates. Updates, 
additional workshops and more informa
tion can be found online at 
www.greenmountainclub.org. 

The minimum age to participate in a work
shop is eighteen, unless otherwise noted. 
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FIRST AID 
·· ············ 
SOLO Wilderness First Aid 
Saturday and Sunday, 
February 16 and 17, 9 A.M.-5 P.M. 
Town Hall, Londonderry 

Saturday and Sunday, 
March 15 and 16, 9 A.M.-5 P.M. 
GMC Headquarters Back Forty Lodge, 
Waterbury Center 

Sign up early - this course fills 
fast! This sixteen-hour, hands-on 
course will prepare you to deal 
with medical emergencies in the 
field. The focus is on the preven
tion, recognition, and treatment 
ofbackcountry injuries and 
illnesses. Wilderness First Aid 
certification or· WFR recertifica
tion provided upon completion. 
Instructors: SOLO staff. Limits: 
12 min./30 max: Fee: $175. Age 
Limit: 16 and up. Contact GMC 
for a list of overnight accommo
dations. For the February week
end register by February 1. For 
the March weekend register by 
February 29. 

SOLO WFR Recertification/ 
Refresher 
Saturday and Sunday, 
March 29 and 30, 9 A.M.-5 P.M. 
St. Michael's College, Colchester 

This fast-paced, scenario-
based sbcteen-hour refresher is 
designed to give you the oppor
tunity to recertify your current 
Wilderness First Responder or 
W-EMT. Prerequisite: Current 
WFR or W-EMT certification. 
Instructor: SOLO staff. Limit: 25. 
Fee: $80. Register by March 24. 

American Heart Assn. 
CPR & First Aid 
CPR: Wednesday, January 30, 
6:30 to 9:30 P.M. 

First Aid: Wednesday, February 6, 
6:30 to 9:30 P.M. 

Londonderry Rescue Squad Building, 
Londonderry 

The ability to apply basic first aid 
and CPR is an essential skill both 
at home and in the backcountry. 
These intensive evening courses 
follow the American Heart 
Association's curriculum. Learn 
to identify basic life threats, 
determine when to call for help, 
and provide minimal treatment 
to sustain life until help arrives. 
Upon completion, participants 

receive AHA First Aid and/or 
CPR certification. Excellent class
es for GMC chainsaw and crosscut 
sawyers who need CPR/First Aid 
certification to keep their cer
tifications current. Participants 
can take one course or both. 
Instructor: Marge Fish, R.N. and· 
EMT-Paramedic. Limit: min. 6/ 
max. 25. Fee: $25 per class (price 
includes textbook, card, and sup
plies). Register by January 18. 

WOMENS' WORKSHOPS 
• • • • • • • • • • e •• .. •II II ••"• I••+ 11 • • 11 • 

These winter adventures and 
workshops are for women and 
led by women. Learn safe out
door travel skills and Leave No 
Trace principles, be challenged 
physically, build confidence, and 
spend time in the mountains. 
Instructors: Mary Lou Recor; 
GMC Education Staff. Unless 
otherwise noted, hikes are free 
for GMC members (donations are 
always appreciated) and $10 for 
nonmembers. Please register one 
week in advance. 

Bald Mountain (3315') 
Westmore 
January 19 

Bald Mountain provides some 
of the best views in the North
east Kingdom from its recently 
restored fire tower. From the 
top, the Greens, Whites, and the 
Sutton Mountains of Quebec can 
be seen. Distance is 4.2 miles 
round trip with an elevation gain 
of 1,450 feet. Snowshoe rating: 
moderate. 

Mount Moosilauke c 4802') 
New Hampshire 
February 16 

Mount Moosilauke, the west
ernmost high peak of the White 
Mountains, offers spectacular 
views east to the Presidential 
Range and west into Vermont. 
The sheltered Glencliff Trail 
follows the route of the Appala
chian Trail as it climbs gradually 
to the summit ridge. Participants 
must have previous winter hik
ing experience. Distance: 7.8 
miles. Snowshoe rating: moder
ate to difficult. 

Backcountry Ski Adventure 
March 15 

This workshop is geared to 
intermediate backcountry skiing 
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women. We'll teach you how to 
improve your backcountry ski
ing techniques and put those 
metal edges to use on a rolling 
tour through the foothills of 
Mount Mansfield. This workshop 
is designed for women who are 
comfortable on touring skis and 
looking to advance their skiing 
abilities. Group limit: 8. Distance 
per day not to exceed 10 miles or 
1,500 feet elevation gain. Ski rat
ing: moderate. 

YOUTH, f AMI LY, AND 
INTERGENERATIONAL 
PROGRAMS 

Making Mountains out 
of Molehills 
Every Other Friday Morning 
9:30-11:30 A.M. 
The Short Trail at GMC Headquarters, 
Waterbury Center 

Join other families with young 
children to explore forest, field 
and stream, foster environmen
tal stewardship, and meet other 
outdoor-lovers. Each naturalist 
walk is designed to introduce the 
newest generation of hikers to 
the intricacies of nature in win
ter and safe outdoor travel skills. 
Anyone is welcome to attend. 
Space is limited, so please regis
ter at least four days before each 
hike. The fee is $3 for members 
and $5 for nonmembers. Kids 
under 12 are free. 

Jan. 11 
Jan. 25 

Feb. 8 

Feb. 22 

March 7 
March 21 

Snowflakes 
Winter Tree Identifi
cation 
Snow is my Home 
(animal adaptations) 
Animal Tracks and 
Traces 
Shelter Building 
Leave No Trace in 
Willter 

Young Adventurers Club 
The YAC is a new program of the 
Green Mountain Club designed 
.to get parents and kids one 
month to six years old outdoors, 
to hike, play, learn, and make 
friends. The YAC was founded by 
GMC's Montpelier Section. For 
the complete schedule and more 
information visit: http:/ /www. 
gmcmontpelier.org/ events/yac/ 
index.htm. 

GMC Education 
Program Sponsors 

GMC's Education Work
shops are made possible in 
part by the support of the 
business community and 
other friends of the club. Tu 
find out how you can help 
support GMC's Education 
Program, please call (802) 
244-7037, ext. 17 or e-mail 
gmc@greenmo-qntainclub. 
org. 

REGISTRATION 
Contact GMC to register for workshops. 
Full payment by Visa, MasterCard, check, 
or cash is required prior to attending 
workshops. 

Voice: 802.244.7037 
Fax: 802.244.5867 
gmc@greenmountainclub.org 
Route 100, Waterbury Center 

Register online at 
www.greenmountainclub.org 

The workshop fee may include lodging 
and/or camping, lunch and other meals 
- see workshop description for details. 
Please contact GMC for information on 
what each workshop fee includes. GMC 
members - ask about your member dis
count. Not a member? Join and save on 
workshop fees. 

CANCELLATIONS AND REFUNDS 
Refunds (minus a $10 processing fee) will 
be provided if cancellations are made prior 
to the registration deadline; cancellations 
made after the registration deadline will 
be refunded 50% of the workshop fee 
only if the space is subsequently filled. 
No refunds for reservations cancelled 
less than three days before the work
shop start date. GMC reserves the right 
to cancel a program at any time, in which 
case the club will notify registrants and a 
full refund will be provided. 
Note: workshop dates and venues are 
subject to change due to weather condi
tions and other unforeseen circumstances. 
Please call or e-mail GMC prior to all 
workshops for the latest updates. Updates, 
additional workshops and more informa
tion can be found online at 
www.greenmountainclub.org. 

AGE REQUIREMENT 
The minimum age to participate in a work
shop is eighteen, unless otherwise noted. 




