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of us here”. He thanked those present 
for “giving time to the Green Mountain 
Club and passing on the gift of time 
well-spent”.

This year section reports employed 
a combination of highlights by a sec-
tion representative accompanied by 
a power-point presentation of section 
activities and stats.

Board Elects New Officers

Following the Annual Meeting, 
GMC’s Board of Directors met briefly. 
Treasurer Bill Lyons expressed pleasure 
that GMC saw a significant increase in 
income from membership dues and 
donations in the last fiscal year. How-
ever, Ben Rose warned that the club is 
“not yet out of the woods,” and we must 
maintain our commitment to austerity.

The board elected the following 
officers: Treasurer, Bill Lyons (his sixth 
year); and (all starting their first year) 
President, Marge Fish; Vice President, 
Jean Haigh; Secretary, Dick Andrews. 
The board also authorized an increase 
in the club’s short-term line of credit 
from $100,000 to $150,000, learned of 
the establishment of a marketing com-
mittee for GMC products and services, 
and began discussion of a proposed 
State of Vermont rule change that may 
allow use of all-terrain vehicles on state-
owned land.

Evening Program

In the afternoon, members enjoyed 
hikes and excursions in the Waterbury-
Stowe area, including an exploration of 
a past settlement at Little River State 
Park, a botanical ramble with naturalist 
Lexi Shear, and a climb from Smug-
glers Notch to Sterling Pond. Following 
the plaque dedication (see page 9), a 
delicious dinner was catered by the 
New England Culinary Institute. After 
dessert, honorary life memberships 
were awarded to four individuals: Bar-
bara Brown Watts, long-time member 
and Thursday office volunteer; Hugh 
and Jeanne Joudry, Stratton fire tower 
caretakers and the first faces of GMC to 
thru-hikers of the LT and AT for many 
years; and Dick Krompegal, long-term 
Connecticut Section member whose 

commitment to trail maintenance is of 
legendary proportions. The President’s 
Award was presented to Jeff Schoellko-
pf, Chair of GMC’s Headquarters 
Committee and Architect of Record for 
the Visitor Center. Outgoing President 
Richard Windish and Secretary Sue 
Girouard were presented with framed 
photographs of landscapes from each 
of their locales. The evening concluded 
with a slide presentation and commen-
tary on the natural history of the Long 
Trail by Lexi Shear, GMC member and 
author of the Nature Guide to Vermont’s 
Long Trail. 

Plan ahead for the 100th Annual 
Meeting of the Green Mountain Club: 
Saturday, May 22, 2010, hosted by the 
Burlington Section, at GMC headquar-
ters once again!

 

Thank you
Thanks to the Warren Store for donating 
Long Trail cookies, Madhouse Munchies 
for providing chips, and Cabot for donating 
cheese for GMC’s 2009 Annual Meeting.
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President’s Award

 The Green Mountain Club recognizes 
volunteers who have provided extraor-
dinary service to GMC and the Long 
Trail by presenting them with the 
President’s Award at annual meeting. 
This year, Jeff Schoellkopf received 
this distinguished honor.

Jeff Schoellkopf

Jeff is an architect and partner 
at the Design Group and principal 
of Jeff Schoellkopf Design, both lo-
cated in Warren. As Chair of GMC’s 
Headquarters Planning Committee 
since the mid-1990s and Architect of 
Record for the new Visitor Center, 
he was a key visionary and lead 
volunteer in the building project. 
Jeff served on GMC’s Board of Direc-
tors from 1993 to 1999.  He and his 
family have been the adopters of 
the Long Trail from Lincoln Gap to 
the summit of Mount Abraham for 
more than ten years. Jeff lives with 
his wife Beth and their children in 
Warren. 

Executive Director Ben Rose 
notes: “As Chair of GMC’s Head-
quarters Planning Committee, Jeff 
has been a patient saint. The board 
adopted the guiding principles for 

renovating the headquarters in 1997, 
but the project got bumped in favor 
of purchasing the Back Forty land 
and building field staff housing. 
Then, just as attention was turning 
back to the master plan, the South 
Barn burned in 2003, and it took five 
years to raise the funds to rebuild. 
Throughout all the twists and turns, 
Jeff cheerfully adjusted the commit-
tee’s priorities. The new Visitor Cen-
ter bears tribute to his persistence 
and adaptability.”

Honorary Life Members

Some years at annual meeting, the 
Green Mountain Club awards honor-
ary life memberships to individuals 
who have made outstanding contri-
butions to the club over many years. 
This past May, Barbara Brown 
Watts, Hugh and Jeanne Joudry, and 
Dick Krompegal received this honor.

Barbara Brown Watts

Barbara Watts is a long-time GMC 
Thursday office volunteer. She and 
her husband Peter live next door 
to the club on Bittersweet Lane. 
Barbara began volunteering for GMC 
in 1992, the year the club moved 
to Waterbury Center from Montpe-
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Relaxing on back porch of Visitor Center


