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Field  Notes 

Short Notes on the Long Trail
Gate Installed  
at Governor Clement

The big news is the installation of a 
gate on the Governor Clement Shelter 
access road in Shrewsbury. The town 
selectboard found a solution after years 
of discussion and concern over activi-
ties at the shelter during hiking season. 
The stone-walled shelter, built in 1929, 
long ago became a difficult place to 
spend a quiet night due to raucous beer 
parties facilitated by motorized access. 
Townspeople, GMC, the Appalachian 
Trail Conservancy, Green Mountain Na-
tional Forest, and Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks and Recreation worked 
together to limit motorized access so 
that hikers, anglers, hunters and snow-
mobilers can continue to enjoy one of 
the oldest shelters on the Long Trail 
and Appalachian National Scenic Trail. 
The gate will be locked and closed to 
unauthorized motor vehicles from April 
15 to September 15. GMC will post 
signs north and south of the shelter so 
hikers will be aware of the gate closure 
period.

Group Outreach
GMC field staff is working closely 

with Group Outreach Specialist Juliet 
Barash to arrange service trips with 
college orientation groups. The two-
week period centered on Labor Day 
weekend sees an incredible number of 
college groups enjoying the Long Trail 
and its campsites. This spike in trail use 
impacts Long Trail hikers during one 
of the best times of the year for hiking. 
The club’s outreach program disperses 
these groups to minimize negative in-
teractions between them and other hik-
ers. Colleges contribute by performing 
service work on the trail and pre-pay-
ing overnight fees for caretaker sites. 
This year, orientation groups will work 
at Taft Lodge and Old Job and Melville 

Nauheim Shelters, help with puncheon 
installation on Haystack, waterbars on 
Jay Peak, and treadwork on the Lake 
Mansfield Trail.

Trail and Shelter Projects
GMC’s Long Trail Patrol will be work-

ing on the Forest City Trail, Haselton 
Trail, Stowe Pinnacle Trail, Butler Lodge 
Trail, and the Long Trail in the Coolidge 
Range. The Volunteer Long Trail Patrol 
will be working to finish the Appala-
chian Trail relocation at Thundering 
Falls, remove the Old Job Trail suspen-
sion bridge, and repair Old Job Shelter. 
The Northern Frontier Section will 
renovate Jay Camp in late August. The 
Patrol will work with the Montpelier 
Section to renovate Montclair Glen Lodge 
in September and October. Our late fall 
crew will dismantle Watson Camp in 
October; the camp was closed in May 
due to its poor condition.

2008 Field Staff
Heidi Fleury is this year’s lead field 

assistant, helping wherever necessary 
along the Long Trail. Heidi spent two 
seasons with the Montana Conservation 

Corps and brings an indefatigable work 
ethic and most importantly, a sense of 
humor to a seasonal job that is truly 
bottomless. Among Heidi’s tasks are 
providing caretaker program support on 
Camel’s Hump, Mount Mansfield, and 
the Green Mountain National Forest; 
trail crew support for both the Long 
Trail Patrol and VYCC’s wilderness crew 
near Stratton Pond; leading volunteer 
groups; and helping with logistics for 
all aspects of our seasonal program and 
volunteer activities. 

Miriam Venman-Clay returns to over-
see the Long Trail Patrol and the intrica-
cies of our Volunteer Long Trail Patrol 
working out of the Mount Tabor Work 
Center. Matt Wels is back to lead our ef-
forts on the Thundering Falls accessible 
boardwalk and viewing platform, and 
to guide our work at Montclair Glen 
Lodge. Matt’s previous accomplish-
ments at GMC include a lead role in 
building the Lamoille River Bridge, two 
seasons at Thundering Falls turning 
blueprints into a beautiful boardwalk, 
and the renovation of Tillotson Camp, 
in addition to helping to set a high stan-
dard for GMC trailwork up and down 
the Long Trail.

– Dave Hardy

Dave Hardy on Mt. Mansfield
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