
ON BECOMING-HISTORY 

H ow quickly time passes, and. 
how quickly one's perspec
tive changes. 

In 1970, when my wife Reidun and 
I returned to Vermont and joined the 
Green Mountain Club, GMC's early 
years seemed lost in antiquity, its 
founders near-mythical beings. We 
enjoyed our first Montpelier Section 
outings with little aware
ness of the continuous 
efforts of volunteers to 
maintain the Long 'frail 

· and its shelters. How naive 
we were! 

And how different my 
perspective in 2006 as I 
complete my three years 
as GMC president, with 
the club's hundredth anni
versary rapidly approach
ing. By 2010, my total of 
twenty years on the Board 
of Directors will equal one
fifth of GMC's entire life; 
my forty years of member
ship will equal two-fifths 
of its history. I wonder how distant 
1970 looks today to a young member? 
Then we had a staff of one part-time 
secretary based in Rutland; now we 
employ a dozen professionals. 

During my thir ty-six years as a 
GMC member, I have known every · 
executive director, and watched our 
club headquarters move from Rutland 
to Montpelier to Waterbury Center. 
I have observed sections form and 
dissolve, cheered on the Long 'frail 
Protection Campaign,. and witnessed 
the increasing complexity of our tasks 
and challenges. But our mission has 
remained the same since our found
ing in 1910 by James P. Tuylor. 

Antic;ipating my final president's 
message, I reviewed m y eleven previ
ous essays on this page. I encouraged 
you to vote, to renew your member
ship, and to enjoy the trail. I looked 
at our field; education, and Long 'frail 
protection programs, and interviewed 

our executive director. On a more 
personal level, I told you something 
about myself, and shared an English 
tramping experience. Believing that 
every member already understands 
the importance of outdoor exercise to 
his or her physical and m ental h ealth, 
I resisted repeated prompts from my 
wife to devote a column to that topic. 

Does the choir need a sermon? 
At the conclusion of my final year 

as GMC president, I leave a club'with 
its eyes clearly on its mission. It is 
an organization richly blessed with 
numerous hard-working volunteers, 
a strong, dedicated staff under the 
leadership of a prince of an executive 
director, and a headquarters campus 
that should serve us well for the next 
one hundred years. 

A major challenge-creating long
term financial stability-'-is being 
addressed by the Second Century 
Campaign that is now underway . 
Whatever changes and challenges the 
Green Mountain Club faces during its 
second century, I hope that m embers 
in the year 2110 will be able to look 
back on our anticipated 2010 centen
nial-year success in establishing an 
enduring endowment. Now, in spring 
2006, I can report that one hundred 
percent of the Board of Directors and 
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every staff member have contributed 
during the campaign's initial phase. 
And that we've already begun to 
receive significant pace-setting gifts 
that will prepare us for the general, 
public phase of the Second Century 
Campaign later this year. 

On April 1, we briefed section lead
ers about the capital campaign and 

solicited section involve
m ent and participation. Ill 
the months to come, infor
mation will go out to all 
m embers and Long 'Jlrail 
News readers, explaining 
our needs, strategy, and 
campaign goals. Tu assure 
a h ealthy, secure future 
for the Long 'frail and the 
GMC, you will all have 
a role to play during the 
general phase of the cam
paign . 

As you can see from 
my photo, I :remain the 
"bespectacled, grey
haired, bearded, long-time 

GMCer" who introduced himself in 
the fall 2003 issue of the LTN. Thank 
you for entrusting Ill:e with the oppor
tunity to wield the gavel for the past 
three years and for your ongoing sup
port. I ask you to offer the same sup
port to my successor. 

Tu.king the long view, I know that 
I too will soon fade into the mist of 
time, becoming another blurry fig-
ure in the club's distant history. I am 
both humbled and gratified by that 
knowledge. Tu future club historians 
reading these words in 2060 or 2110, 
I say "Hello" and "Carry on, we tried 
to build a sound structure to help you 
with the important continuous task of 
. m aking the Vermont mountains play a 
larger part in the life of the people." 

But I have not faded yet. There are 
still committees to serve, hikes to 
lead, and blowdowns to clear from the 
trail this spring and in years to come. 

- Andrew S. Nuquist 


