
Bob Lincoln, Director of Development and 
Senator Robert Gannett at bridge dedication 

BELOW: Club members on new bridge 

FACING PAGE: Lamoille bridge 

and Conservation Board has awarded 
GMC a grant to finance the recent 
purchase of the Bissell property in 
Johnson. Secondly, in an unexpected 
surprise, the senior class of Champ
lain Valley Union High School recent
ly presented the club with a $5, 000 
check - half the proceeds fro m the 
class's year-long fundraising activities. 
Ben commented that the gift is a posi
tive indication of the n ext generation's 
commitment to stewardship of the 
Long 'Itail. He concluded with a pow
erpoint presentation on the club's 
work. 

Section reports reflected the many 
exciting activities happening through
out the club, from the Brattleboro 
Section's challenging work on Douglas 
Shelter, to the Northeast Kingdom 
Section's reconstruction of the Monad
nock fire tower. One of the most 
encouraging reports came from the 
Manchester Section, as Marge Fish 
discussed recent increased participa
tion and a new connection with a 
local high school. Another highlight 
was an update on the Montpelier 
Section's fiftieth anniversary cel
ebrations. 

Former GMC President, Rolf 
Anderson (1997-2000) was awarded 
an honorary life membership, the 
highest award the club b estows (see 
article on p. 14). After receiving the 
award, Rolf expressed his thanks and 
said that as a Connecticut native 
being a GMC life member makes 
him feel almost like a Vermonter. 
President's Awards were presented 
to two outstanding individuals who 
have dedicated themselves to the 
club: Brattleboro Section m ember, 
George Roy, and Eric Seidel of the 
Montpelier Section (see article on 
p . 15) . Following the presentation 
of awards, board and staff addressed 
various matters raised by members 
in an open forum, including the 

Green Mountain National Forest Plan 
and the status of the long-awaited 
Winooski River crossing. Ben Rose 
reviewed the three potential Winooski 
route options and expressed a guarded 
optimism that positive developments 
will occur on this front in the coming 
year. 

After the m eeting adjourned, the 
board met briefly. The board reviewed 
the outstanding initial progress of the 
capital campaign and approved the 
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final design and permitting for Phase 
I of the Waterbury headquarters con
struction (South Barn replacement) 
and the expenditure of the rem aining 
fire fund revenues for these purposes. 

After lunch , m emb ers enjoyed an 
array of afternoon hikes, followed by 
the dedication of the impressive new 
Lamoille River bridge (see article on 
p . 6). The day ended with a social 
hour, dinner, and a fascinating talk by 
Vermont mystery writer Joe Citro . 


