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GM C Builds Footbridge, 
Will Move Trail OJJRoad 

m fter fourteen years and enor
mous effort by staff and vol
unteers, this September the 

Green Mountain Club wil1 open a new 
route for the Long Trail through the 
Lamoille Valley in Johnson. The n ew 
route, which features a 136 foot-long 
suspension bridge over the Lamoille 
River, takes the trail off 11/z miles of 
road, including State Highway 15, 
improving both safety and scenery for 
hikers. The relocation will begin on 
West Settlement Road, two miles west 
of the vil1age of Johnson, and rejoin 
the old trail just below Prospect Rock. 
A new trailhead parking area is being 
constructed on Route 15. The Long 
Trail previously crossed the river on 
the state highway bridge. 

The Lamoille Valley relocation pro
cess b egan in the early 90's with infor
mal scouting by GMC's Sterling and 
Laraway Sections, looking for alterna
tive routes to move the trail off busy 

Route 15 and the winding Hogback 
Road. When this portion of the Long 
Trail was originally constructed in 
the l 930's, these roads were unpaved 
and an occasional horse and buggy 
was the most common form of traf
fic. In February 1994, then-President 
Kimball Simpson appointed a task 
force to choose the best route for the 
Long Trail across the Lamoil1e Val-
ley between Whiteface Mountain and 
Prospect Rock. The task force con
ducted extensive fieldwork to scout 
route options, beginning with several 
potential trail routes and seven river 
crossing options. The group soon nar
rowed the route options to three . Each 
route was ranked using a criteria sys
tem developed by GMC's TI:ail Man
agement Committee. That committee 
and the Land Protection Committee 
then met to consider the work of the 
task force, and voted to recommend 
the (/Dry Ridge Crossover route" to the 


