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H ONORARY L IFE M EMBERS 

Each year at annual meeting, the 
club recognizes extraordinary 
volunteers with life memberships 

in the Green Mountain Club. This 
year, Preston Bristow, Smith Edwards, 
and Howard Dean received this distin
guished honor. 

PRESTON BRISTOW 

Little did Preston Bristow know that 
his 1972 end-to-end hike of the Long 

Trail would 
begin more 
than thirty 
years of serv
ice to the 
GMC. He was 
so inspired by 
the adventure 
that he took a 
position as 
caretaker of 
Stratton Pond 

in 1973 and 1974. In 1975, he was 
caretaker on Mount Mansfield. Pre
ston was elected to the board of 
directors and has served for extend
ed periods on various committees, 
including as initial chair of the Long 
Trail Protection Fund. He currently 
chairs the Stewardship Committee. 
He was elected club president in 
1983, serving until 1986. During his 
tenure, he presided over the general 
meeting at the 1985 Appalachian 
Trail Conference gathering in Poult
ney. According to Director of Field 
Programs Dave Hardy, "Over the 
years, Preston has contributed 
thoughtful, well-informed opinions 
to key decisions made by the GMC," 
including the proposed Thundering 
Falls Appalachian Trail relocation, 
which is now coming to fruition. 

Ben Rose says, "My only concern 
about Preston getting an honorary 
life membership is that he seems 
too young to have accomplished all 
that he has for the trail. Preston is 
generally regarded as one of our 
most valuable wise people. In his 
quiet, friendly, unassuming way, he 
has been helping the club and offer
ing good counsel for a long time." 

SMITH EDWARDS 

Readers of the 
Long 'Irail News will 
better know Smith 
Edwards by his trail 
name: Old Ridge 
Runner. Smith joined 
the GMC in 1978 and 
has been active ever 
since. Along with his 
biannual "Journey's 
End" column, he has served on 
numerous committees including 
Trails and Shelters, Publications, 
History and Archives, Land Protec
tion and the Executive Committee. 
He ~as vice president from 1988 to 
1991 and is a member of the 265-
mile club. According to Dave Hardy, 
in addition to his many contribu
tions over the years, "Smith has 
been instrumental in keeping GMC 
staff in line throughout his tenure 
with the club." 

Having hiked both the Long and 
Appalachian Trails at least twice, 
Smith's heart is never far from the 
trail. Brattleboro Section member 
George Roy says, "You will not find 
a person more dedicated to main
taining the purity of the hiking 
experience than Old Ridge Runner. 
In this day and age where clubs are 
required to take all sorts of positions 
on all things unrelated to the walker 
in the woods, Smith still advocates 
the real reasons the GMC was 
founded and where it is today. 
When I think of Smith, I think of 
candor and commitment to main
taining the purity of the hike, which 
is really what it's all about, right? 
The GMC may act as the heart of 
the Long Trail Sys
tem, but Smith is a 
big part of its soul." 

HOWARD DEAN 

In June 1985, 
GMC voted to begin 
the Long Trail Pro
tection Campaign. 
The following fall, 
then State Represen-

tative Howard Dean 
appeared at the club 
offices in Montpelier to 
make a personal donation. 
As a Long Trail hiker, he 
wanted to support its pro
tection. During the next 
legislative session, he 
introduced a bill to fund 
$50,000 in land purchases 
if the club could match 
that amount three-to-one. 

When the bill passed, the club hired 
Bob Lincoln as director of develop
ment to raise the matching funds. 
Thus began the active campaign to 
protect the Long Trail. 

Lieutenant Governor Howard 
Dean and Aldie Gannett were 
named honorary co-chairs of the 
Long Trail Protection Fund. When 
Mrs. Gannett died, Governor Dean 
became the honorary chair, a posi
tion he still holds. In 1991, on his 
first day in office, the governor 
recorded a public service announce
ment asking Vermonters to support 
a September Hike-A-Thon, which 
raised $85,000 for land protection. 

As governor, Dr. Dean garnered 
bipartisan support annually to pro
vide several hundred thousand 
dollars in the capital budget for land 
protection resulting in a total of 
more than four million dollars. 
Some years later, it was his idea to 
broaden the scope of this funding to 
include bridges over the Lamoille 
and Winooski Rivers. 

Outside the statehouse, the gover
nor has wielded a shovel with the 
Long Trail Patrol, joined the 265-
mile club, participated in land 

acquisition negotiations 
and completed his own 
section hike of the Long 
Trail. 

Governor Dean is one 
of a select group who has 
been essential to the Long 
Trail protection effort. His 
sustained commitment 
has made the protection 
of the Long Trail possible. 
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