
CLUB NOTES 

Annual Meeting 1997 

Sacurday, June 14, rhe Green Mounrain 
Club observed irs annual meeting at 
Johnson Scace Coll.ege in Johnson, 

Vermont. Attendees exclaimed throughout 
rhe day that the facilities and the wearher 
were perfect for rhis annual cel.ebration. 
Laraway and Sterling Section volunteers 
helped host the event. 

After a morning recep
tion, GMC President Paul 
Hannan opened the meeting 
by welcoming those present. 
After last year's minutes were 
approved , Treasurer Phil 
Becker reported that the 
Club finished the fiscal year 
in good financial health and 
wirh a substantial surplus. 

balled" for subjective reasons by the Green 
Mountain Club or its sections. The Execu
tive Committee had expressed its concerns 
about public relations and legal exposure if a 
lawsuit were ever brought against the GMC 
and its sections because of a denied mem
bership. Prior to the amendment, the New 

York Section maintained 
membership qualification 
requirements. 

President Hannan re
ported on the Club's 
successful year. He noted that 
the Vermont Legislature 
once again appropriated 

Outgoing President Paul 
Hannan was recognized for 

his service to the GMC 

The annual business 
meeting ended with the 
presentation of a number of 
awards to several dedicated 
GMC volunteers. President 
Hannan presented honor
ary life memberships to 
Daan Zwick and Doris 
Washburn. Zwick, one of 
the original GMC Taft 
Lodge caretakers from the 
1930s, volunteers as a sum-

$300,000 for Long Trail protection. Other 
important highlights during the past year in
cluded burning the mortgage on the 
Waterbury Center headquarters property, 
work on the Club's long-range plan, the 
Burlington Free Press reporters hike and 
weekly articles about the LT, and Bob 
Northrop 's sixth LT end-ro-end hike that 
raised more than $140,000 for Long Trail 
Protection. 

Executive Director Dennis Shaffer then 
introduced Club staff. Shaffer reported on 
field program accomplishments including 
construction of rhe new Taft Lodge, staff 
and volunteer work to revise the Day Hiker's 
Guide w Vermon t, purchases of key LT cor
ridor properries, continued success of rhe 
James P. Taylor Winter Series and the 
reacher training workshops, and ongoing 
volunteer development efforts. 

After a lengthy and sometimes passion
ate discussion about a change ro the GMC 
Bylaws, rhe membership present passed by a 
scrong vote the following amendment. Ar
ticle VI (3) is amended to read as follows: 
Membership. Membership of each section shall 
be open to anyperson without restriction, except 
for required payment of standard dues. 

This amendment was made to prevent 
any possible misunderstandings or percep
tions that an individual is being "black 
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mit caretaker on Mount 
Mansfield every summer. He also donated 
$30,000 to renovate Taft Lodge in 1996. 
His contribution made it pos-
sible to replace Taft in a 
deserving fashion. Zwick has 
played a significant role in 
helping the GMC accomplish 
its mission for sixty-five years. 

Washburn, a thirty-three
year member of the Mont
pelier Section, has been a 
tireless trail maintainer. She 
served as secretary of the 
Montpelier Section, has been 
a leader of outings, and has 
volunteered for each of the 
five GMC Snowshoe Festi-
vals. Since the weekly volun-
teer program was instituted, 
she has been a regular volunteer at the GMC 
headquarters. Her fellow volunteers Pirk and 
Dor Pirkanen called her "a true ambassa
dor." 

Hannan also presented Burlington Sec
tion member Dana Baron with the Vermont 
Vibram Volunteer of the Year award, pre
sented annually to a Vermonter dedicated 
to trails in the state. He was the construc
tion and planning coordinator for the Taft 
Lodge Project in 1996 and the Burlington 
Section Shelters Chai_r for several years. Last 

year, he received a Roy Buchanan Volunteer 
Award for ten years of participation in GMC 
trails and shelters work. GMC volunteers 
have consistently received the Virbram 
award for the past three years. 

The GMC also recognized Senator 
Richard Mazza, who was not present, with a 
certificate of appreciation for his dedication 
to obtaining funding from the Vermont Leg
islature for Long Trail protection. Before the 
close of the meeting, Executive Director 
Dennis Shaffer recognized outgoing Presi
dent Hannan for his dedication to the Club. 
He served as president for three years. 
Hannan was presented with a pickmattock 
and a specially designed T-shirt with an 
illustration from the 1932 Guidebook of the 
Long Trail 

PJter the awards ceremony, GMC direc
tors held their quarterly board meeting (see 
article on page 17) while the membership 
enjoyed a slide show of the Taft Lodge 
restoration. Created by Sally Spear, the slide 
show documented the volunteer effort that 
made the Taft restoration possible. Spear 

DaanZwickand Doris Washburn received 
honorary life memberships at 

the GMC annual meeting in June. 

captured the spirit, tradition, and vitality of 
the GMC in her show. 

Following a lunch catered by Johnson 
State College, people broke into groups for 
hikes to Roundtop Shelter, Prospect Rock, 
and Big Muddy Pond. After a reception and 
dinner, the attendees moved to the Stearns 
Student Center for a slide show and talk by 
bird enthusiast Bryan Pfeiffer. His photog
raphy, humor, and knowledge was enjoyed 
by all. In all about 130 people attended the 
annual meeting weekend. 
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