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LT RELOCATED TO 
BAMFORTH RIDGE 

After thirty-three years, a por
tion of the Long Trail has 
returned to its rightful ridge. This 
fall, the Long Trail Patrol and vol
unteers coordinated by the 
Montpelier Section relocated the 
Long Trail in Honey Hollow 
(Camel's Hump area) to the 
Bamforth Ridge Trail. The 
relocation moves the Long Trail 
back to the original route built by 
Prof. Will Monroe in the early 
1920s. To prepare the Bamforth 
Trail for its new designation as the 
Long Trail, the crews recon
structed and relocated parts of the 
trail. The old route of the Long 
Trail through Honey Hollow is 
closed and the Honey Hollow 
Tent Sire has been eliminated. 

From Gorham Lodge, the 
Long Trail follows the Bamforth 
Ridge Trail north to descend to 
the River Road and the Winooski 
River. The Vermont Department 
of Forests, Parks, and Recreation 
built a new trailhead with a capac
ity for fifteen cars about 200 feet 
west of the old Bamforth 
trailhead. As with any trailhead, 
do not leave valuables in your car. 
There have been break-ins to cars 
left at the trailhead. 

The trail was moved to Honey 
Hollow in 19 87 because of trail 
closings over Robbins Mountain. 
This temporary arrangement 
remained until the Club made 
progress in its acquisition of a 
protected corridor where the Long 
Trail crossed the Winooski River. 
The redesignation of the Long 
Trail on Bamforth Ridge is the 
first step in moving the trail 
permanently to this protected 
corridor. The Bamforth Ridge 
offers one of the premier hiking 
experiences in Vermont. While 
the Club works to complete land 
acquisition on the Winooski 
Valley relocation, hikers will 
continue to make the road walk 
on the River Road to the Jonesville 
bridge. A trail description with 
mileage for the relocation will fol
low in a future issue of the Long 
Trail News. 
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Taft Lodge Complete! 
It's finished! After three years of planning and a summer of 

hard work, volunteers and staff completed the reconstruction 
of Taft Lodge on September 5. Construction supervisor Fred 
Gilbert and his assistant John Bennett, who lived on Mount 
Mansfield for the summer, have packed up their tools and 
personal gear and headed down the mountain for the last time. 

A complete renovation gave Taft Lodge-the oldest, larg
est and most heavily used of Long Trail shelters-a new lease 
on life. Workers replaced the logs and other materials and in
stalled a new, green enamel metal roof. A n~ interior layout 
features stronger bunks, a larger table, more headroom, and a 
built-in closet for the caretaker's supplies and equipment. Vol
unteers also built a new outhouse with scrap lumber left over 
from the reconstruction. Trail relocations for the Long Trail 
(LT) and Profanity Trail now route traffic around the shelter 
to take pressure off the site. 

Our thanks to the many people who contributed to the 
reconstruction effort. Former caretaker and long-time GMCer 
Daan Zwick financed the project; Bill Sayre donated the logs; 
Fred and John worked full-time on construction; the Vermont 
Army National Guard and the Mount Mansfield Company 
helped with transportation of material, supplies and people; 
and many volunteers worked all summer to make the project 
a success. 

On October 6, a beautiful fall day, fifty people hiked up to 
Taft to dedicate the new shelter. After the dedication, the Club 
recognized the many people involved with the renovation at a 
small gathering at the GMC headquarters. 

Although Taft is spiffy and new, when one sits on the ledge 
in front of the shelter and looks back at the venerable lodge 
nestled below the Chin, there can be no mistake that this is 
still Taft Lodge. Somehow, with all the newness, the essential 
character of Taft has been preserved. As the shelter grows old 
and settles into the mountain, the history of Taft Lodge will 

continue for 
another 
seventy-five 
years, and 
more. 

-Dana Baron 
This article first 
appeared in 
Ridgelines, the 
Burlington 
Section 
Newsletter. 

Hikers began 
enjoying the 
"new" Taft Lodge 
the moment it 
was completed in 
early September. 

TRAIL 
VOLUNTEERS TO 
BE HONORED 

Dedicated Long Trail volun
teers will be honored at the 
Club's first Trail Volunteer 
Appreciation Ceremony 
Saturday, December 7, 1996. 
The GMC Trails and Shelter 
Committee will host the club
wide ceremony, which begins at 
10:30 A.M. at the United States 
Forest Service Rochester Ranger 
District on Route 100 in 
Rochester, Vermont. 

The ceremony will honor 
individuals and groups who have 
shown outstanding volunteerism 
and dedication to maintaining 
the Long Trail. The Trails and 
Shelter Committee will present 
awards. GMC members are 
invited to attend. A light lunch
eon will follow the ceremony. To 
attend, RSVP to GMC 
Volunteer Coordinator Sandy 
Tarburton at (802) 244-7037. 

TWIN BROOKS 
DEDICATED TO 
BOUCHER 

On August 25, 1996, the 
Burlington Section, other 
GMCers, and friends recognized 
Roland Boucher, a dedicated 
trail maintainer, by dedicating 
Twin Brooks Tenting Area to his 
memory. 

A member of the Burlington 
Section, Boucher became in
volved in maintaining the Long 
Trail upon his retirement to 

Underhill, Vermont in 1986. 
From 1988 until his death in 
1995, Boucher tended to all of 
the Burlington Section's Long 
Trail blazing needs so that work 
parties could concentrate on trail 
maintenance projects. Still, 
Roland carried his clippers to 
brush out the trail on his fre
quent trips up Mount Mansfield. 
Roland was also a noted 
photographer of rare flowers. 

Roland climbed his last peak, 
Dewey Mountain, one month 
before his death. 
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Bob Lincoln Takes a Hike 
( (I' Bob Lincoln, rarely of sound mind 

... " is how the August 19 agree
ment, signed by GMC Develop

ment Director Bob Lincoln and witnessed 
by LTNEditor Sylvia Plumb, begins. It all 
started with a few good-humored comments 
about Bob's lack of backpacking experience. 
It ended with a little fundraising and Bob's 
first backpack on the Long Trail. Friday af
ternoon, Ocrober 11, 1996, Bob hiked from 
lthiel Falls to Round Top Shelter, beginning 
a two-night trip on the LT. There, 
alone at Roundtop, he spent his first 
night on the Long Trail and dined 
on Swedish meatballs. Saturday, 
Bob pressed on to Corliss Camp 
where he spent the night with an
other couple. Word is out that Bob 
warmed the place up with a fire in 
the srove and tales of his long and 
distinguished backpacking career. 

(which is a great first hike for anyone, espe
cially Mr. Robert Lincoln, Jr.) and had a 
total blast! Congratulations, Bob. I think 
we've created a hiking monster. Bob may be 
hooked. Let Bob be your inspiration, if he 
can do something new, you can, too. Try 
something new, today. 

An added bonus to Bob's hike is that we 
raised $1500 in pledges from Bob's unsus
pecting friends (many of whom we tricked 
into pledging because most "just knew" Bob 

would never venture far from a cold drink 
and a warm bed). No one knew how seri
ously Bob takes his fundraising. The money 
will go toward Bob Northrop's $75,000 goal 
for his end-to-end hike. You can still con
tribute, just call Bob, congratulate him, and 
forward your check. 

During the last week of September, 
Montpelier Section member Peter Downey 
and I drove to the Groulx Mountains in 
northern Quebec. They are on the road to 

Labrador City, about one hundred 
miles north of the big Manic 5 Dam. 
We spent five days helping Michel 
Denis, a wilderness canoeing and 
backcountry skiing and snowshoeing 
guide, build a cabin. We also spent 
one day in the Labrador City area. 
Michel is a fascinating and unique 
individual. On December 13, he will 
do a slide show and talk about 
backcountry skiing in the Groulx 
Mountains as part of the GMC 
James P. Taylor Winter Series. I 
heartily recommend attending. 

The next day, Bob hiked to 
Route 118 in Eden and made an at
tempt on Belvidere Mountain, but 
turned back when it got late. In to
tal, Bob hiked twenty-two and 
one-half miles on the Long Trail 

What a sight! Is it true? GMC Development Director Bob 
Lincoln on his first Long Trail overnight. It was love at first sight. - Old Ridg~unner 

Board Recognizes 
George Plumb 

Vermont State Recreation and Trails 
Coordinator George Plumb retired 
from his position in the Vermont 
Department of Forests, Parks, and Rec
reation this fall, a position he held for 
twenty-eight years. The GMC Board of 
Directors recognized Plumb with a 
resolution passed at the September 
board meeting. While coordinator, 
Plumb worked closely with the GMC, 
its staff, and volunteers to promote and 
protect Vermont's Long Trail System. 
Plumb founded the Vermont Trails and 
Greenways Council and worked hard to 
get the Vermont Trails System Act 
passed in 1994. 

Plumb is a longtime GMC member 
and a former director and officer of the 
Green Mountain Club. He is looking 
forward to spending more time hiking 
in Vermont's Green Mountains and 
doing trail maintenance on the Long 
Trail. 
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Rt. 11 & 30, Manchester Center, Vt. 

1-800-899-8768 

Beauty and Peace 
in the Green 

Mountain 
National Forest 

• Hiking on the Long 
Trail (112-mile away) 

• Historic villages 
• Friendly service 
• Free continental breakfast 
• Summer: from $49; 

Fall & Winter: from $59 

DAVID H. PERRIN, ATTORNEY 
General Practice of Law 

Free Initial Consultation 

BlackMounrain Road, Fletcher, Vermont 
PO Box 222, Cambridge, Vf 05444-0222 

Telephone (802) 644-8210 I (800) 737-0887 
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BREAD LOAF 
High waters allowed pad

dlers to travel over flooded fields 
on the Otter Creek canoe and 
kayak trip in March. The pad
dlers enjoyed watching a large 
flock of swallows that accompa
nied them along their way. 

A snowstorm with large, wet 
snowflakes kept many people 
from participating in a May 
wildflower hike. This was unfor
tunate since the leader, Warren 
King, was very knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic. The two 
participants saw a lot of flowers 
along the beginning of the 
Leicester Hollow Trail. Warren 
noted that this area is known as 
a rich woods area that produces 
many wildflower species due to 

the limestone in the soil. The 
only other similar area docu
mented in Vermont is on 
Mount Equinox. 

Our section enjoyed a lovely 
hike on the LT from Route 140 
north to Route 103 in July. 
Weather was cloudy and breezy. 
Crossing the suspension bridge 
over Clarendon Gorge was our 
reward at the end. A June hike 
up Mount Okemo via the 
Healdville Trail ended in quite a 
downpour. The nine 
participants were wet but in 
good spirits on the way down. 
Only a few people enjoyed a 
July canoe trip on Dead Creek, 
but those who made the trip saw 
wildflowers, heron, jumping 
fish, and a large mussel shell that 
measured 6" x 4"! 

SECTION NEWS 

Mountain, and Devil's Gulch. A 
memorable sunset topped the 
day off. 

A Bread Loaf Section hike on the Long Trail on September 21, 
(from left) Jim Murray, Carol Smith, Rutka Messinger, 

Emma Burbank-Schmitt. MaijaMrmay, and Jack Burbank. 

Recently, Tom has led several 
Long Trail hikes in southern 
Vermont. Days with lots of mile
age (both driving and hiking) 
were reserved for the summer. 
The hikers met in Montpelier at 
6:30 in the morning and did not 
roll back into town until well 
into the evening. Rain was com
mon on the southern hikes, but 
there were some splendid views. 
From the fire tower on Stratton 
Mountain, the group spotted 
Killington Peak, Okemo, 
Haystack, and Bromley Moun
tains, and Mounts Ascurney, 
Snow, Greylock, and Equinox. 

The summer season ended 
on September 1 with the annual 
corn roast at Pirk and Dot 
Pirkanen's in Starksboro. 
Twenty people enjoyed swap
ping hiking, biking and canoeing 
stories and a wonderful potluck. 

- Mar Harrison 

MONTPELIER 
A couple of years ago, it 

occurred to Tom Weiss that 
although we help maintain the 
Long Trail, our section leads few 
hikes on the trail. Tom decided 
to take action. Since June 1995, 
he has been leading day hikes 
arranged to meet the goal of trek
king the entire Long Trail. More 
than sixty people have partici
pated in Tom's hikes, which take 
place about once a month during 
the good weather months. About 
a dozen hikers plan to complete 

most or all of the trail. 
Initially, Tom tackled the 

northern reaches of the trail, 
with the first hike ending at the 
Canadian border at U.S. bound
ary post 592: On the second 
hike, the group climbed Jay Peak 
in a fog, but as the hikers contin
ued north, a 

As of September 21, ninety
eight miles of the trail's 270 were 
completed. Tom and his troop 
see no rush to the finish; the hike 
will be completed in 1999 or 
2000. - Christie Carter 

mn 
to 
mn 

wonderful view of 
Jay Peak and the 
upper Mississquoi 
River Valley 
welcomed them. 
Fantastic views from 
the fire tower on 
Mount Belvidere 
awaited them on 
another hike. It was 
overcast, wet, and 
beautiful on the hike 
from Codding Hol
low and then north 

De\lghtful country inns are organized to offer point to 
point hiking along Vermonl's Long Trail as well as 
other scenic trails and byways. Charming 
accomodations and excellent cuisine await at each 
day's end. Custom planned, self guided tours and 
small, leader guided trips are availa.ble. Come, experi
ence the !I!agic of Vermont. For Information contact: 

to Laraway Moun-
tain, Butternut 

Coumry Inns Along the Trail 
RR 3, Box 3115 • Brandon, VT 05733 

(802) 247-3300 or Fax (802) 247-6851 

NEW! FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THE ADIRONDACKS. EDGCOMBD 
DESIGN 
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The adventures of a father and his two sons as they conquer the 46. 
With 282 photos, maps and mountain profiles, excerpts from 

the author's climbing journal, andbistorical insights. 

EXPLORING THE 
46 ADIRONDACK HIGH PEAKS 

HIGH PEAKS PRESS: $24.95 -At bookstores, and at ~ 
ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN CLUB Mountain C~b 

HQ, 814 Goggins Rd., Lake George, NY 12845-4117. 
Or, order from ADK toll-free: 1-800-395-8080. 

VISA/MC/DISCOVER. Shipping & handling add'l. 
plus applkable NYS state and county sales taxes. 

GROUP 
ENVIQONMENTALLY <£>E~ITIVE PW\NNJNC 
L\.QettITECTUQE' ~ lNTEQIOQ DE&ICN 

Jeff Schoellkopf & Jim Edgcomb 
Architects 

RR 1 Box 113 Airport Rd 
Warren Vermont 05674 

Tele 802 496 2165 Fax 802 496 2166 
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