
MONTPELIER SECTION 
Wings on his feet: 

Dave Morse becomes forty-sixer. 

David P. Morse, Sr., has become a legend 
in his own time in the Green Mountain Club. 
He hikes, skis, paddles, snowshoes, bicycles, 
and swims with more grace and speed than 
members half his age. He polished off the 
Long Trail years ago, and now at age seventy
two he has become an Adirondack Forty
Sixer. 

Dave climbed Lower Wolf Jaw, his first 
Adirondack peak over 4000 feet, in 1946 in 
the company of Larry Babcock. He was to 
climb more in the company of the Babcock 
family and members of the Montpelier Sec
lion. Dol, Dick, and Larry Babcock com
pleted all forty-six peaks many years ago and 
obtained the coveted yellow and gre n "ADK 
46-R" patch. Dav • continued his climbing as 
time permitted, sometimes alone, often with 
friends . 

About five years ago, he became an Aspir-
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ing Forty-Sixer, meaning a hiker who has 
ascended thirty of the mountains, and he 
decided to go for it. Having retired as business 
manager of Hooker's Wayside Furniture, he 
could schedule longer forays into the Adiron
dacks. As twenty of the peaks are trail-less, 
time, orienteering skills, and careful plan
ning are essential to successful ascents. 

All Aspiring Forty-Sixers keep in close con
tact with Grace L. Hudowalski, historian of 
the ADK. Mrs. Hudowalski, now eighty, was 
the first woman and ninth person to become 
a forty-sixer. All trip reports are mailed to her, 
and she keeps track of all progress made by 
aspirants. Five hundred personal letters a 
year, filled with encouragement, wit, and 
useful hints, flow from her typewriter. At one 
point she wrote to Dave: "I'm rooting for you 
and I think it's great that you are able to climb 
from the base of Panther to Couchsachrciga 
in three hours . Did you have wings on your 
feet!" Those of us who have seen him do the 
two-mile dash at the Montpelier Fun Run, 
know exactly what she means . 

In October 1986 Dave finished his forty
sixth peak, Redfield, in "rain and good black 
muck." He wrote, "I slept good that night with 
the rain on the shelter roof but had time to 
think about all of the 46 mountains, of the 
climbs I had made, the people I had met and 
knew that this was not an end for there was 
not a climb I would not repeat .... " He hopes 
to introduce friends "to the Adirondacks and 
share with [them] as Dick and Dot Babcock 
did some 20 years ago with me ." Dave's forty
sixer number is 2293. 

We all know that this is not an end for the 
born athlete and outdoors man . He may 
decide to do all the Adirondack peaks in the 
winter, he has already climbed many on skis 
and snowshoes. And, as usual, his name ap
pears frequently as trip leader on the current 
outing schedule of the Montpelier Section. 
Good climbing, Dave! 

Reidun D. Nuquist 


