
MONTPELIER SECTION 

One of the most interesting hikes of the 
fall season was led by Andy Nuquist in early 
November to the summit of Camel's Hump. 
This trip certainly proved untrue the belief 
that Vermont's November is drab. As we 
approached the summit in thirty-degree 
weather under overcast skies we found every 
tree coated with hoarfrost. Needles of rime 
pointed west from the scrub balsam, making 
every tree a sculpture. As we crested the sum
mit, winds gusted, making the chill-factor 
well below zero. Puffs of cloud swirled past 
and patches of sunlight illuminated frosty 
balsam near the top and spots of the amber 
brown forest below. We crouched behind 
rocks for shelter to watch a constantly 
changing panorama of light and billowing 
cloud. 

Maintenance on the Long Trail between 
Smuggler's Notch and Chilcoot Pass was 
included in the Section's fall activities . This 
stretch of trail is now in reasonably good 
shape but the Elephant's Head Trail will 
need major work next year. 

Other autumn outings included an explor
ation of Lord's Hill in Marshfield. Now a 
State natural area , it is one of Vermont's 
last remaining stands of virgin hardwood 
forest . The traditional November slide shows 
and Duck Brook Christmas party marked the 
holidays . At this New Year's writing there 
hag been no snow and prospects looked dim 
for trying out that new Christmas cross
country ski equipment on next week's 
planned outing. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section has continued to 
enjoy a wide range of regularly scheduled 
activities. Hikes , canoe trips , skiing, snow
shoeing, meals and slide shows have oc
curred about every other week. In addition, 
two of our section members are helping to 
take and compile photographs for a slide 
show on the Green Mountain Club. 

Membership srands at 42 seniors and five 
juniors wid1 little change in numb rs sin c 
lasl y ·ar. Ten is about th average number 
on omini.,'li, 1hough som are spar. I l 

lcnded . l this y ar's nomina1ing ommill e 
we di. cussed the need for outrca h LO 

prospective new members. While we have no 
expansionary dreams, we feel that it would 
be nice to have new faces to lead us on 
new hikes . With a larger number of active 
members we could do better maintenance on 
our trails and shelter. 

One possibility that we have discussed is to 
show the GMC slide show (when completed) 
to community groups and to encourage 
people to join at that time. The show should 
be done by fall and could be similarly 
used by other sections. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 



us, and it seems as though parts of their 
articles should be shared with readers of 
the Long Trail News also. The following 
excerpts make good summer reading. 

An engaging article entitled "Yesteryear 
Recalled" by Harold Collins contained this 
understatement: "A night spent at Taft 
Lodge alone while there is a good thunder
storm rumbling over the top of the mountain 
and the lightning making the inside of the 
cabin light up with the brightness of day
light is an interesting experience." 

Last summer Marion Holmes and Ginny 
Yandow went to Georgia to do some hiking 
on the AT. Marion said of their departure 
from Essex Junction on Amtrak, "I could not 
hoist myself and pack up the high step to 
the train and had to be ignominiously hauled 
on board by the conductor." They were wor
ried about snakes, bears, and southern 
mountaineers, but she said "we saw no bears 
except for those in cages in the villages. 
Likewise, we saw no snakes, and the moun
taineers were indistinguishable from the 
tourists." 

Dick Sirola told of the day he spent at the 
Winter Olympics in Lake Placid. He was 
particularly impressed by the luge - "a thing 
of terror. .. Spectators are allowed within 
touching distance, and nothing but a snow 
fence and four feet of air separates you from 
some hapless soul rocking by at 67 miles per 
hour. It becomes apparent there are two 
prerequisites to being a luge driver: having 
had a frontal lobotomy and the ability to 
stifle a scream for 45 seconds." 

Sally Spear described her enjoyment of 
past outings led by Madeline Miles by say
ing "we're either soaked, lost or frozen, but 
Madeline's joie de vivre convinces us we're 
having a great time." 

No doubt following a summer of outdoor 
activities there'll be many more tales to tell, 
and I suspect they'll be just as graphically 
and amusingly presented. 

ELIZABETH THOMPSON, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 
Work Outing In The Rain 

Late spring brings trail work. On a Sun
day in June we met at Smuggler's Notch for 
our traditional work-day breakfast feast. A 
light drizzle didn't deter a hungry group. As 
that drizzle turned to serious rain we began 
our trail work from Smuggler's Notch to 
Chilcoot Pass. 

We found that some sections of the trail, 
particularly the very heavily used stretch of 
the Long Trail just above Smuggler's Notch, 
will need extensive work in a few years due 
to erosion. The group split up with some 
working on the Elephant's Head Trail. A 
cool, pouring rain that soaked through 
several layers to the skin by mid-day didn't 
keep us from completing the day's work. The 
foilowing week several of us hiked the Mt. 
Hunger and White Rocks trails to clear 
brush and blowdowns. As a summer outing 
I plan to bushwhack in the Mt. Hunger area 

to scout out a possible locale for a new 
trail. This project is entirely in the specula
tive stages at this time. 

Other spring hikes included a bushwhack 
up the back side of Spruce Mountain in 
Groton and Plainfield led by Doris Wash
burn and a Mother's Day hike on the Ap
palachian Trail near Norwich led by Sally 
Sairs. The Appalachian Trail hike with its 
numerous abandoned hill farms, orchards 
and stone foundations made a good spring 
outing. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 
Challenging The Competition 

The New York Section has held an impor
tant planning session to chart its course for 
the 1980's. The meeting at Camp Thendara 
was crucial because the New York Section 
must meet the competition of other hiking 
clubs. Many of our members actually be
long to several organizations including the 
AMC, ADK, and the Sierra Club. They all 
provide substantial hiking schedules in the 
New York City area throughout the year. 
This provides GMC members with a tremen· 
dous variety of hiking opportunities, but at 
the expense of New York Section activities. 

A special challenge is the problem of 
transportation. Many New York Section 
members do not have cars because there is 
an extensive network of urban transportation 
services. Camp Thendara is over fifty miles 
away and the New York Section has to or
ganize the ways and means to bridge those 
miles. 

This Planning Session brought forth some 
important proposals for the future growth of 
the section. There should be preregistration 
for hikes. Car pooling must be promoted 
with 5¢ per mile reimbursement plus tolls 
for drivers (this is equivalent· to what other 
clubs charge). A Buddy System should be 
instituted to encourage Guest-Card Holders 
to go on hikes and share a ride. 

There is a need for tighter co-ordination 
of activities. The suggestion has been made 
that several committees be merged into one 
Outing Committee which would have a 
chairman to assure co-ordination between 
the various subcommittees as well as the 
scheduling at Camp Thendara. This stream
lining of committee structure would provide 
for Saturday Hikes, Sunday Outings, Satur
day Excursions, and Weekend Outings as 
functioning subcommittees. Hike-leader 
hikes would be reinstated to train new hike 
leaders for these outings. 

The challenge of competition for new 
members among the different hiking clubs 
compels the New York Section to take ag
gressive action. Advertising the Club in out
door sports stores, at college campuses, and 
through youth organizations is being serious
ly considered. It has been recommended that 
there should be more Guest-Card Holder 
weekends at Camp Thendara. All the clubs 
are attempting to recruit new members from 
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NEW SHELTER - Here's the GM C's new shel
ter on Sterling Pond as it looked following recent 
rehabilitation work by the Montpelier Section. 
Visible above is the side wall which was removed 
to convert the original closed camp to an open 
shelter. Below is the fine view of the pond from 
the porch of the structure. (Photos by George 
Longenecker) 

MONTPELIER SECTION 
New Shelter Is Refurbished 

The Montpelier Section has been busy 
refurbishing the newest addition to the 
Green Mountain Club shelters. Earlier this 
year Thomas J. Watson, Jr. of Armonk, 
N.Y. donated a one-room cabin with a 
quarter-acre of land on Sterling Pond to the 
GMC. Our new "resort property" is in 
Stowe, just off the Long Trail and close 
enough to be used as an adjunct to Sterling 
Pond Shelter. The yet-to-be-named frame 
camp has a front porch high over the pond 
and has been converted to an open face 
shelter. This conversion was made because of 
the prevalence of vandalism - an increasing 
problem in this easily accessible area. Other 
repairs were needed due to porcupines 
gnawing away various parts of the building. 
Montpelier Section members with the help 
of the Long Trail Patrol did the work on 
the shelter and access trail. 

GEORGE LONGENECKER, Reporter 




