
BRATTLEBORO SECTION 

Fifteen members of the Brattleboro Section visited Lye 
Brook Falls near Richville, Vermont (just south of Man
chester Depot). The falls were approached by two groups. 
One group Jed by Rex Coleman wa1ked up tne old mmber 
road from Richville about 2Y2 miles to the old over-grown 
railroad bed which the group followed about 1/2 mile down 
to the falls. 1 he other g1 oup Jed by Frank Dearborn, 
our section president, started at Branch Pond and hiked 
about 7 miles down the old lumber road to the old rail
road bed and into the falls. Both groups met at the falls, 
ate lunch and hiked down to Richville. 

The 150 foot high falls, half hidden by tall trees was 
pretty and interesting with the crumbling layer rock forma
tion and spectacular height. 

Many of the group explored the old railroad bed more 
carefully and marvelled that a wide gauge railroad was 
built back in 1912 up such a steep mountain side lo haul 
out lumber for a 6 year period . (See Vermont Life, Winter 
Issue, 1968) The rails and spikes were all gone. Only the 
stone work, rotten ties and heaps of rotting timbers of 
the old tressle near the falls remain to show where man 
had invaded the wilderness 60 years ago. 

LOUISE H . DUNKLEE, Reporter 

BURLINGTON SECTION NEWS 

End of the year reports offered some interesting informa
tion on hikers (and revealed something we already knew). 
Eating outings-corn roast, oyster stew, Halloween pot
luck, wienie roast-proved that whatever was on the menu, 
GMC'ers would show up. Best attended were the annual 
meeting and annual sugar on snow party. A compass hike, 
a canoe trip in the Adirondacks and a hike in the White 
Mts. were also popular. A total attendance of 853 for the 
43 outings held averaged 19.837 persons per outing. As 
of January 1st, 1973, the section had grown by 104 persons. 

Bent on gathering more statistics, Burlington section 
trustees included a questionnaire with the January news
letter to determine what feelings, if any, members held 
about possible relocation of the GMC office, now in Rut
land. 

Winter outings this year will include a trip to Lake 
Placid for bobsledding and a winter overnight to Mac
Naughton ADK in March. A timely informational meet
ing early in the season featured Fred Smith and Bill Nelson 
demonstrating snowshoe and cross country ski prepara
tion. 

According to trails co-chairman Jack Harrington, trails 
in the Mansfield area (Bear Pond, Hell Brook, Taft cut
off, Frost, Maple and Sunset Ridge and Long Trail) all 
received attention in the fall. Some relocations may be 
necessary because of the recent extremely wet conditions 
out, except for winter damage, they should be in good 
condition for the coming hiking season. 

SALLY S. SPEAR, Publicity Chairman 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

This section has just come down from Taylor Lodge 
and the annual oyster stew supper. Twenty-three people 
showed up to savor that delectable liquid, expertly cooked 
by David and Anne Otis. Those who made a week-end of 
it, had two beautiful, clear days up on the mountain. A 
foretaste, we hope, of other winter days to come. 

Fall and hiking on bare ground seem a long time away. 
We did, however, have a busy fall with many hikes in 
Vermont and a canoe-camping trip to Azicohos Lake in 
Maine. Between two and thirteen people took part in these 
outings. A slide show was presented by Richard and 
Dorothy Babcock and Doris Washburn on their summer 
hikes in the Swiss Alps. 
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Another slide show is scheduled for February with all 
members contributing. We are further planning a snow
shoe hike on Camel's Hump, several mooniight hikes in 
the Montpelier area, ski-touring over the Middlesex Notch, 
on the Vasa Trail, and on Burke Mountain-just to men
tion some of the things we are looking forward to. If only 
the thermometer would hover somewhere between 32° 
and -l0°F . .. 

REIDUN D. NUQUIST, Reporter 

NEW YORK SECTION 

From President John Kirby's message to the next 
bulletin: "Jack Coriell's program of individuals 'adopting' 
stretches of trail is off to a good start with Larry Schaefer, 
Louise Kaiser, Bea Van Orden and Bob Schulz. We have 
lots more trail to parcel out to members who would like 
to keep an eye on a section." 

From his previous message: "In August the NY-NJ 
River Conference (of which GMC is a member) ran a 
'clean-up' on the Ramapo River from Sloatsburg to Rt. 
17. Over 50 people turned out, including the Suffern Jay
cees, and did a fine job. One of the Jaycees said the river 
was cleaner (above Suffern) than when he swam in it 15 
years ago. This section would be good for a day canoe trip 
in the spring. It has enough fast water to be interesting 
without being too rough. The Newark Star-Ledger had 
two reporter-photographers on the scene and gave the 
'clean-up' almost a full page coverage." Hiker Marie 
Petrullo reports that 27 people enjoyed Dick Hudson's 
"Croton Meander" Dec. 3. "Moderate walk around the 
hills of northern Westchester-lakes, good views, etc. (and 
perhaps a surprise!). It was a beautiful day. Surprise wa~ 
at Dick's house, tea, coffee, delicious homemade cake and 
cheesecake made by the host! Marie makes beautiful co!or 
photos, one on her Christmas card, of Tuxedo Circular, 
leader Mike O'Connor. Herewith a good black and white 
made by her of Arden to Thendara hike, Claire McGee 
and Dick Hudson. 

Photo by Marie Petrullo 

Received just now: Election Ballot from the Election 
Committee, to be returned by January 23rd, with sever 
good names and true on it. 

EDNA M. ROHRBAUGH, Reporter 
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MONTPELIER SECTION 

This Section arranged three popular moonlight hikes 
in nearby woods and on a golfcourse while the snow still 
lasted. In all more than twenty people showed up to ski 
and snowshoe after work hours. This seems to indicate 
that hikers feel a need to exercise on weekdays, too, not 
just make that big push on week-ends. 

One of the longest "pushes" we made this winter was 
on the Vasa Trail. A party of four skied twelve miles 
from Madonna to Underhill and then some as they missed 
the right turn. The snowshoers did not push as far, but 
quite a bit higher, when they climed Camel's Hump on 
a cold Sunday in February. Perfect visibility on the sum-

The Long Trail News 



mit was their reward. Several short snowshoe and cross
country hikes were scheduled, too, the most popular being 
a family outing to Beaver Meadow Lodge. 

As heavy rainfalls in the middle of March washed 
away most of the snow in Central Vermont, our last ski 
touring hike had to be cancelled. Instead, the first canoe 
trip of the year took place. Four canoes paddled down 
Dog River into the Winoo3ki to the Middlesex Dam. 
This was two weeks earlier than last year. 

Coming up next on our calendar: a spring planning 
session and the Annual Meeting of the Montpelier Sec
tion. 

REIDUN D. NUQUIST, Reporter 
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BURLINGTON SECTION 

The activities of the Burlington Section this summer 
encompass a wide variety of trips .from a bi~e hik~ .on 
Isle La Motte to a canoe trip to Victory Bog m add1t10n 
to hikes to such places as Spruce Mountain. The Outgoing 
Chairmen have planned the activities to ~pread the ~ro~p 
hikes over areas away from the Long Trall. In an editorial 
in the Rutland Herald, March 31, 1973, entitled, "Giving 
the Long Trail a Rest," problems of ov:eruse of t~e Long 
Trail and the resulting threat to plant life were discussed. 
The editorial gave credit to the Burlington Section outing 
chairmen for ingenuity and imagination in plann!ng this 
year's trips. Obviously, the overu~e could be avoid~d ~y 
closing sections of the Long Trail, but, as the editorial 
in a variety of geographical locations in the state as well 
as on the Long Trail. 
points out, a rnoce feasible alternati_ve is to plan activities 

A highlight of the early sun:.imer hikes w.as the ~t. Mans
.field Arctic Alpine Flower Hike led by Vic Hennmgson, a 
senior at Yale and a ranger for the Vermont Department 
of Forests and Parks. The hike up Sunset Ridge Trail 
culminated in a 2 hour tour of the top of Mt. Mansfield 
during which Vic explained the ecology of the mountain, 
identified wildflowers and discussed the damage done by 
man to the mountain. This unique alpine area has dozens 
of species of flowers found on!)'. on Mt. ~ansfi~ld and 
Camel's Hump in Vermont. This outstandmg hike was 
enjoyed by 16 GMC's who look forward to another hike 
of this type next year. 

JANICE LANGE, Publicity Chairman 

CONNECTICUT SECTION 

THINK SNOW - KEEP KOOL! This is what the top of Glastenbury 
Mountain looked like on May 5, 1973 when the Connecticut section did 

their stint of trail maintenance on the Long Trail. 

LYDIA JUNE, Reporter 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

This spring the Montpelier Section tried a new kind of 
outing: a combination canoe and bicycle trip. While canoe
ists paddled do"'.n the Whit~ and Lamoille River~, other sec
tion members biked alongside to watch them shde through 
the rapids-and sometimes capsize! We liked. these com
bination trips, and are ready to try them agam. 
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A family hike to Cantilever Rock on Mount Mansfield 
was the biggest turn-out. Eleven children and ten adults 
scaled the short but steep path to the Rock where they 
stopped for lunch. Other spring hikes went to Mount El
more, Middlebury Gap, and Cardigan Mountain, N.H. 

The annual clean-up of Sterling Pond took less effort than 
usual as it was found to be in relatively good shape. Trail 
clearing took place in the middle of June. 

New officers for the year 1973-74 are: President Charles 
Bristow; Secretary Reidun Nuquist; Treasurer Richard 
Babcock; Trustee Sally Sairs. 

REIDUN NUQUIST, Reporter 

(P.S. Reidun's report arrived air mail from Oslo, Norway, 
prior to the "deadline" and that's a record for distance and 
timing!) 

NEW YORK SECTION 

Our annual Palm Sunday walk is one of our finest. Great 
numbers of hikers from many of the walking clubs in the 
area converge on St. John's in the Wilderness, 6 miles from 
Tuxedo, New York, to attend the Pa.Lm Sunday service 
and partake of the coffee and home-baked cake served by 
the ladies of the parish. This year the walk was led by one 
of our most popular leader , Bob Schulz, and was much 
enjoyed by the large group with him. Herewith some 
beautiful photographs of this hike by our talented photog
rapher Marie Petrullo. 

Present May 26 at the Annual Meeting, E. Poultney, Vt., 
from our Section: Ira Ellis, Julianna Irelan, Ethel and John 
Kirby, John Nuffort, Francoise Pascual, John Paulson, 
Edna and John Rohrbaugh, John Romeo, Don Wallace. 

Effective June 15th our Vermont Trustee Don Wallace 
resigned the balance of the third year of his second term. 
He has received an appointment to a post-doctoral fellow
ship for one year in Wisconsin. Therefore Norwich Uni
versity has given him one year leave of absence. Thanks 
for good work done on our behalf, Don! 

We are fortunate in that GMC and Vermont enthusiast 
Dorothy Dunkle has accepted appointment from our Board 
to fill the unexpired term. 

At Thendara the Park has installed in the bunkhouse a 
new floor new rafters and foundation support and will 
put in ne~ doors. New screeni~g and new curtains wil.l be 
put in by the Thendara Committee. The Park has bmlt a 
new ramp for the boathouse and will put in a new dock. 
It has scheduled new latrines for women and men. A good 
job was done on painting the kitchen by Charles Russell 
and his son. Further projects are the installation of new 
counter surfaces and new storage cabinets. A full time 
caretaker will be in attendance at camp during July and 
August. 

Local Trails Chairman Jack Coriell is delighted to 
report that Rita Ropes has taken over full care of the 
lower stretch of our section of the Hewitt-Butler trail in 
New Jersey. 
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