
MONTPELIER SECTION 

Six Adirondack enthusiasts camped out at Lake Eaton 
on a weekend in October. They explored the Jake by canoe 
and watched a beaver at work. The next day they canoed 
on Forked Lake, finding more beaver dams. All were im
pressed by a large stand of native White Pine in the Adi
rondack Forest Preserve. The weather was beautiful, but it 
has gone downhill fast since then. A trip to Mt. Hale in 
the White Mountains was called off because of weather. In 
November two members hiked in the fog from the Jay
Montgomery road to Hazen's Notch. Later in the month 
four members visited the Audubon Nature Center in Hunt
ington. They were so pleased that they want to do it again 
in better weather when more people will turn out. Decem
ber brought a hike to Blue Ridge Mt. near Rutland , wea
ther still not too cooperative. Finally, we scheduled a 
spaghetti supper at Parker Camp, and wouldn't you know? 
-It rained! This was the same day that the party of 22 
got benighted in the southern part of the Slate. Parker 
Camp must have a jinx on us, because we tried to have a 
sugar party there last spring and ran into an awful blizzard. 
Both times our President, Doris Washburn came to the 
rescue by inviting us to her house. We have some snow
shoeing coming up, one trip at least, by moonlight (?). 

FRANCES HOLMES, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

We finally have had one genuine moonlight hike and one 
where the moon didn't cooperate. Going back to January 
4, four of us joined the Burlington Section in a hike north 
from Middlebury Gap, circling round to come out by 
Breadloaf Inn. They reported a very cold day and very 
deep snow. A bonfire was built for warmth and cooking 
of hot-dogs. 

Later in the month we had oyster stew at Taylor, and 
cleaned up the cabin which was full of snow because 
previous hikers had left the window open. The stove also 
had to be set on its legs. 

February brought a climb of Mt. Elmore, on a day which 
was cloudy but not too cold. Our moonless hike brought 
out eleven, and of course we had fun anyway. In February 
seven members went to Grace Camp in the Adirondacks 
for a weekend of snowshoeing. The pictures they brought 
back are beautiful. They said there was less snow there 
than in Vermont. 



. Our full-moon hike in March was the real thing-bright 
as day, and cold. March ninth we climbed Scrag Mountain 
in Waitsfield, cooked lunch and enjoyed a grand view. Don 
Wallace brought his dog along. We have a hike to Birch 
Glen Camp in the offing, and an afternoon road walk
if the snow ever goes. 

Our annual meeting will be too late to get the new 
officers into the News. It will be April 18, and we are try
ing to get Dr. Ora Phelps to speak to us. The next day we 
plan for a return visit to the Audubon Center at Hunting
ton. More camping and canoeing in store for summer, if 
it ever comes. 

FRANCES HOLMES, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

In this period of time the events have included winter 
and summer activities. From a snowshoe hike with a steak 
dinner to an overnight camping and canoeing outing. 

There were two bikes to the Birch Glen Camp for the 
steak dinner with sugar on snow for dessert. A short hike 
up the Beane trail for some but two hardier souls snow
shoed in from the Appalachian Gap. The snow was so deep 
up on top that there were several places where the snow 
depth was more than the trail blazes. (Hint: Hereafter have 
only long-armed painter at work on the blazing!) 

The verdict of the hikers on an afternoon walk of April 
5 in the Middle ex area was that there was "snow enough 
to last all summer." 

Dr. Ora Phelps, a naturalist at Adirondack Loj, Heart 
Lake, New York, was our speaker for the annual meeting 
held on April 18. She showed lovely slides of wild flowers 



that we all would soon be seeing in the woods. Considerable 
interest was sparked in our learning what we are looking 
at! New officers elected are listed in Who's Who in the 
Sections. 

The first canoe trip of the season was enjoyed on the 
fast and high water of the Black River, south of Albany, 
Vermont, by 12 members in 6 canoes. 

An all day hike on the Long Trail from Jonesville over 
Robbins Mountain to Wiley Lodge and return was the first 
hike of the season without need of snowshoes. This was 
May 4. 

An afternoon at the Audubon Nature Center in Hunt
ington, Vermont, wandering around discovering the first 
wild flowers was participated in by 7 members of the 
section. 

Overnight camping at Maidstone Lake preceded a canoe 
trip by 14 members down the Connecticut River in what 
could only be called inclement weather. Just great, though. 

The Section has spent two Sundays clearing and blazing 
Trail. The area from Route 15 in Johnson south to White
face Mountain has been tended to, as has the Elephant 
Head Trail to Sterling Pond Lodge. We hope to continue 
the job on the Long Trail north to White Face. The cabin 
at Sterling Pond was in excellent condition. It had last been 
used by 6 Future Farmers of America from Craftsbury, 
Vermont, and they surely left it much better than they 
found it. It fairly gleamed from picking up and sweeping 
and every essential supply was carefully there. 

LEAH RUTH DENTON, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

The Montpelier Section of the Green Mountain Club 
camped, canoed and hiked on the weekend of July 4 on 
the New Hampshire-Maine border. Eight adults and 3 
children camped on Papoose Pond, canoed on the Saco 
River and hiked Caribou Mountain. 

The next hike was attended by the greatest number of 
the year, 19 persons. However, the particular bog on 
Grandview Mountain in Addison that was to be investi
gated and enjoyed never was found. It was a rainy, fogged 
in day, also. 

Then there followed two out-of-state trips. The first was 
enjoyed by 6 members who climbed Mount Hale in New 
Hampshire and the other one was a hike in the Adirondack 
Mountains near Heart Lake. 

More trail clearing was done on September 7 when 
David Otis worked the area of Smuggler's Notch to Chili
coot Pass. Doris Washburn, Marion Codling and David 
Morse worked from Chilicoot Pass north almost to the 
Whiteface Shelter. 

On the weekend of September 13 and 14, 3 adults and 
3 children camped at Brighton State Park at Island Pond 
and climbed Bald Mountain in the Town of Westmore. 

On Saturday afternoon, September 20 there was an 
afternoon walk on Hampshire Hill in the Worcester area 
with 5 adults and 2 children on the hike. 

LEAH RUTH DENTON, Reporter 


