
MONTPELIER SECTION 

This is being written after a hard day of skiing 
(?day of hard skiing) at Mt. Mansfield and a sprained 
ankle which I hope will not deter me from leading our 
annual Oyster Stew Hike to Taylor Lodge tomorrow. 
However, I figure an ace bandage and a couple of 
aspirin should take care of it. 

Since my last report we have had a number of long 
hikes starting with an 11 Y2 mile hike from Lincoln 
Gap to Appalachian Gap on Oct. 3. We were sur
prised and pleased to have Irving and Eric White and 
a friend, all from the Worcester Section, catch up 
with us at the upper station of the Sugarbush Gon
dola where we were eating lunch to escape the cold, 
wind and mist. They joined us for the rest of the hike 
and we made Glen Ellen Lodge just in time to escape 
a hail storm but weren't that lucky when we were 
caught in the pouring rain while descending Stark's 
Wall. 

We simmered down a bit on Oct. 10 for a short 
road walk in Berlin led by Frances Holmes, but Oct. 
17 found us on a 972 mile hike in the Franconia 
Range of the White Mountains. Dave Morse led us 
up the scenic Falling Waters Trail past Shining Rock 
Cliff, a 200 feet high 800 feet long unbroken piece of 
granite, covered with ice that day so that it really 
shone. We ate our lunch on Little Haystack, then 
continued on the Franconia Ridge and Applachian 
Trails over Liberty and Flume Mountains down the 
Flume Slide Trail-that was an experience! 

On Halloween night Dave Otis led us on a Mystery 
Hike to a hill near Taylor Lodge where we built a 
bonfire, toasted marshmallows, and drank cider while 
Dave entertained us with an exposition of the histori
cal background of Halloween, gleaned from an ency
clopedia. It was nearly midnight when we doused 
the fire with snow and headed back to Montpelier. 

On Nov. 6 we were back on the Long Trail for a 
10 mile hike from Brandon Gap to Middlebury Gap. 
A second group walked up from Middlebury Gap to 
join us at Voter-White Lodge for a delicious corn 
chowder prepared by Juelia Desilets. King War-



burton led the long hike and Dave Morse the short 
one. We found Voter-White Lodge and nearby Worth 
Mountain Lodge both in poor condition. 

We climbed Mt. Mansfield Nov. 14 via the Long 
Trail from Smugglers Notch to Taft Lodge, where 
we ate lunch, and continued on up the Profanity 
Trail-me on my hands and knees-to the Chin. 
Although it was icy and windy on top it was a clear 
day and the view was worth the endeavor. Dave 
Otis led the way. 

On Sat. Dec. 4 we hiked from Ithiel Falls to 
Barrows Camp for a baked beans and bot dogs sup
per. We were behind schedule all the way that day, 
ii any of you folks from the Sterling Section looked 
for us, but we made it. That was a rainy day also. 

Dec. 7 Dave Morse led a Moonlight Hike up in his 
neighborhood followed by refreshments at his house. 
On the 19th Frances Holmes led a Sun. afternoon 
snowshoe hike on the old Elmore Road. That brings 
us up to date at this moment. As aforementioned 
tomorrow is our annual Oyster Stew Hike to Taylor 
Lodge. The rest of our winter schedule follows: Sat. 
Jan. 22-Stevensville Brook Trail to Butler Lodge, 
up Mt. Mansfield, down Frost Trail, with Dave Otis. 
Sun. Feb. 2-Chicken and biscuit supper at t he A.A. 
Desilets camp, Groton Pond, with Juelia Desilets. 
Sun. Feb. 20-Camel's Hump or Montclair Glen 
depending on weather, with Dave Morse. Weekend 
Mar. 4-Weekend trip to Adirondacks with Dick 
Babcock. Thurs. Mar. 10-Moonlight snowshoe hike 
in East Montpelier followed by slides and refresh
ments, with Doris Washburn. Sun. Mar. 20-Family 
Ski Party at Glen Ellen Ski Area, with Marion 
Gorham. Sun. Mar. 27-Sugar-On-Snow Party at 
Joslin Farm in Montpelier with Doris Farnsworth. 
Sun. Apr. 3-Hike up Worcester Mt., with Dave 
Otis. Fri. Apr. 15-Annual Meeting at Old Brick 
Church Sunday School in East Montpelier with a 
covered-dish supper; leader Doris Washburn. 

Join us if you can! 
MARION GORHAM, Reporter 
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My last report ended with a forecast of our 
Oyster Stew Hike which I was scheduled to lead on 
January 9th. I didn't lead it .A ski injury incapacitat
ed me and ended my skiing and hiking for six 
weeks. However, I passed on my recipe to Dave 
Otis and he t ook over. Fourteen persons enjoyed t he 
stew and the hike to Taylor Lodge. 

On January 22 Dave led a party of four up to 
Butler Lodge via the Stevensville Brook Trail
after he found it-and up to Needle's Eye. 

Twenty-five gourmets turned out on February 6th 
for a chicken and biscuit supper at the A. Desilets 
Camp at Groton Pond. Doris Washburn and I 
assisted Juelia Desilets with the supper. Snowshoeing 
was enjoyed by those able to snowshoe; I wasn't one 
of them and it sure seemed strange to hang around 
the camp while everybody else was hiking. 

Next on our agenda was a snowshoe hike scheduled 
for Camel's Hump or· Montclair Glen Lodge. It 
turned out to be the latter. Eight participated in the 
hike which, because of where the group was forced 
to leave their cars, turned out to be a seven-mile 
hike. Dave Morse led the group. 

An overnight hike to the Adirondacks led by Dick 
Babcock followed on the weekend of March 4th. 
The six participants left Montpelier at 6 :00 p.m. 
on Friday night, arrived in the Adirondacks about 
9 :00 p.m. and snowshoed into Grace Camp, arriving 
about midnight. The following day they climbed 
Lower Wolf Jaws, returning to the camp again that 
night and driving back to Montpelier the following 
day. 

Our moonlight snowshoe hike on March 10th 
turned out to be a starlight hike sans snowshoes. 

Fourteen persons participated. in the evening's 
activities which, in addition to hiking, included 
tobogganing, sledding, slides and eating. Doris 
Washburn served as leader and hostess. 

On March 20th we changed the site of our Family 
Ski Party from Glen Ellen to Mount Mansfield, in 
order to watch the U.S. Alpine and International 
Races. Our party consisted of five skiers and two 
hikers, and some of us combined both. We met at 
the Octagon for lunch. 

At this writing we have three activit ies coming up 
and must plan a new schedule. We're having a 
Sugar-on-Snow party on March 27th, a hike up 
Worcester Mountain on April 3rd, and our Annual 
Meeting on April 15th. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 
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MONTPELIER SECTION 
More than 80 persons attended our Sugar-On-Snow 

Party at the Joslin Farm on March 27th, and 6 per
sons climbed Worcester Mountain on April 3rd. At our 
Annual Meeting, held April 15th at the Old Brick 
Church in East Montpelier, a covered-dish supper 
was enjoyed, ow· officers were reelected and Fred 
Larson spoke and showed slides on his far-western 
trip. We had a Mystery Hike on April 17th, and the 
30th of April found us hiking the Bamforth Ridge 
Trail and enjoying a Spaghetti Supper at Buchanan 
Lodge. May 15th found us in Tuckerman Ravine, 
and on May 21st a~er a breakfast cooked and served 
in the State Picnic Area, we cleared trail from 
Smugglers otch to Sterling Pond Lodge despite 
hip-deep snow. We attended the GMC, Inc. Annual 
Meeting on May 28th, and on June 5th a handful of 
our members joined the Killington Section at Can
tilever Rock. On June 26th we have scheduled a 10~ 
mile hike up the Callahan Trail on Camel's Hump 
to the Long Trail and on to Jonesville. July events 
will include a trip to the White Mountains with a 
hike up Carrigan on the 10th and a Chicken Barbecue 
at the Disilets Camp at Groton Pond on the 24th. 

Our late summer-early fall schedule will be planned 
later this month. Call Dave Morse at 223-7-126, 
Doris Washburn at 476-4264 or myself at 223-2674 
(area code 802), if you would like to join us in any of 
our activities. 

MARION GoRHAM, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 
Our summer activities began with a hike up Cam

el's Hump and on to Jonesville via the Long Trail on 
June 26th. The temperature was over 90°. It was a 
long, hot hike! Dave Morse was the leader and Dave 
Otis and I the followers. 

A somewhat larger group led by Dick Babcock 
climbed Carrigain in the White Mts. on July 10th, 
and larger yet was the group which gathered .at the 
Desilet's Camp at Groton Pond on July 24th for a 
chicken barbecue and an afternoon of swimming, 
boating and water skiing. 

August 7th found 20 hikers, led by George Brady 
and Cynthia Mix, hiking up Spruce Mt. in Plainfield 
to visit forest ranger Neil Rogers and his family. 
Actually the hikers arrived in shifts. On August 21st 
seven members led by Dave Otis enjoyed a hike on 
top of Mt. Mansfield (they drove up) hiking the 
Lake View Trail loop and the Long Trail to the Chin 
and back. 

Ten Montpelierites attended the Intersectional. 
Gene Bamforth, Doris Washburn and I stayed the 
entire week. Although Doris and I packed up and 
went to her brother's Sunday night, we didn't leave 
the neighborhood until early Monday morning. On 
the way home we hiked the Long Trail from Brandon 
Gap to Carmel Mt. and down the New Boston Trail 
to Chittenden or thereabouts. The road leading to 
the New Boston Trail was so badly washed out, we 
could only drive in part way. 

On Saturday, Sept. 10th, eight of us, led by my
self, hiked up Scragg Mt. in Waitsfield, and on Sept. 
18th the same number, with Dave Morse leading, 
hiked up Carter Dome in the White Mts. And that 
completes our activities as of this writing. 

Scheduled for .this we(fkend. is a hike from Ap
palachian Gap to Burnt Rock Mountain, (which, if 
all goes well, will complete the Long Trail for me) 
and also a shorter hike up the Hedgehog Brook Trail 
to the Long Trail and Burnt Rock. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 




