
MONTPELIER SECTION 
'Although still small our section is consistently 

growing. We now have fifty-three paid-up members 
as compared with thirty-eight at the time of our an
nual meeting last April, thirty-seven two years ago, 
and twenty-five three years ago. Our hiking attend
ance has varied from four to twenty-three recently. 

On October 11 twenty-three persons led by Juelia 
Desilets enjoyed a Sunday afternoon walk along an 
old abandoned woods road past numerous beaver 
dams in Middlesex Notch. 

On October 25 four of us crossed the border into 
New Hampshire where we were joined by a fifth to 
climb Mounts Webster and Jackson. At that time 
we found eight to ten inches of snow near the top 
with knee deep drifts in places. Dave Morse was our 
leader. 



The Lung Trail News 

MONTPELIER--SECTION 
On January 16th fifteen of us hiked up to Taylor 

Lodge from the Mt. Mansfield Trout Club for oyster 
stew prepared by Ann Otis and Doris Washburn. We 
started out on snowshoes but found them unnecessary 
so some of us shed them along the way. Before feast
ing, several of us hiked into Nebraska Notch to 
explore the "cave." Back at the Lodge it seemed 
warmer outside than inside and we found our stew 
cooled before we could eat it. Nevertheless we 
enjoyed the outing. 

On January 27th we met at Dave Otis's to plan a 
new schedule and our mission was accomplished 
despite our tendency to digress. We're a "chatty" 
group as well as an "eating" group. 

The following Sunday, six members with Dave 
Otis as leader, rode the Sugarbush gondola to Lincoln 
Peak and snowshoed on the Long Trail over to 
Mount Ellen, eating on the Trail and descending via 
one of the Glen Ellen ski trails. 

On Valentine's Day eleven of us with Al Eldred 
and Jerry Dix as leaders snowshoed in to East Long 
Pond, dragging an ice cream freezer and provisions 
on a toboggan. At "This Is It," Al's camp, the men 
dug the firepla{:e from under the snow and built a :fire 
while the women made ice cream. Dave Hine chopped 
a hole in the ice for water to make coffee and Al 
Eldred brushed the fireplace grate with balsam before 
cooking the hot dogs and hamburgs. Incidentally we 
heated chocolate sauce for the ice cream. Dave Otis 
made the comment that it made it interesting to have 
a couple of "crackpots" in the Club who would haul 
in an ice cream freezer to make ice cream in the 
middle of winter to eat out-of-doors around an open 
:fire. We agreed. 

On February 27th Dave Otis and Dave Morse up
held the honor of the Club, which never cancels a 
hike, when despite icy conditions they climbed Mt. 
Mansfield via the Hasleton Trail, hiked on up to the 
Chin, then down to Taft Lodge where they ate lunch, 
and down the Long Trail to 108 and back to the 
parking lot. They were not the same two who hauled 
in the ice cream freezer. 

Our next hike was on St Patrick's Day. Dave 
Morse was unable to lead it as scheduled so I took 
over. It was supposed to have been a moonlight hike 
but it might have been more appropriately called a 
fiash-light hike. Fomteen of us hiked an unplowed 
road in Berlin and climbed a small hill to look for the 
moon. On our way back we almost caught a glimpse 
of it. Refreshments followed per usual. 

Yesterday, March 28th, nine of us climbed Mt. 
Hunger. We reached the area by means of Howard 
Bl?om's Jeep truck which plowed right through the 
drifts. We began hiking about 10:15 A.M. Most of us 
shed our snowshoes at the rocky summit which we 
reached about 1:00 P.M. but Dave Otis wore his to 
the very top. It was an unusually clear day and we 
were ab~e to ident_ify yarious peaks of the White 
Mountains. The ski trails at Sugarbush Glen Ellen 
Mad Ri':'er .Glen! Mt. Mansfi~ld and Spruce Peak 
were eaS!-lY 1denti:fia~le. Camel s Hump was promi
nent agau;i.st the skyline as was Vermont's Whiteface. 
It was also possible to see Lake Champlain and the 
Adirondacks beyond through Nebraska Notch. The 
view from the 3554 foot Mt. Hunger surpasses that 
from the 4083 foot Camel's Hump and 4393 foot 
Mt. Mansfield. It is less obstructed and affords a 
wider range of vision. After eating lunch and enjoying 
the view we left the summit about 2:30 P.M. and 
were back to the Jeep by 4:00. Dave Morse led the 
hike. 

On April 11th we have a road walk in Moretown 
scheduled; our annual meeting is April 23; and on 
May 2nd we are climbing Worcester Mountain. AJl 
of these will be gone by before the News is out but 
copy .is due April 1st so the details will appear in the 
next issue. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 
Since my last report Frances Holmes led a well

attended Sunday afternoon walk on an old road of£ 
the Moretown Road between 100 and lOOB on April 
11. Frances reported that no spring flowers were in 
evidence at that time but that views of beaver ponds 
and water falls were enjoyed by the group. 

On April 23, we held our annual meeting at the 
East Montpelier Center Grange Hall where the 
ladies of the community put on an excellent repast. 
David P. Morse was elected president; Doris Wash
burn, secretary and Jerry Dix, treasurer. Entertain
ment included a song fest led by Harlan Farnsworth 
and movies shown by Dave Otis. 

A climb up Worcester Mountain by a small group 
of seven on May 8, concluded our winter schedule. 
Spring flowers were in evidence at the bottom and 
deep snow in wooded areas near the top. Dave Otis 
led this hike. 

Members met at Dave Morse's home on May 5, to 
plan a new schedule which began on Sunday, May 23, 
with an afternoon walk on a partially abandoned 
road in Middlesex. Thirteen members participated in 
the hike led by myself, pinch-hitting for Juelia 
Desilets. Highlight of the hike were the apple blos
soms in the old orchards along the way. 

Seven of our members attended the GMC, Inc. 
Annual Meeting at the Long Trail Lodge on May 29. 
Doris Wash burn and I manned the registration desk. 

Saturday, June 5, and Sunday, June 6, were trail 
clearing days. On Saturday four members led by 
Dave Otis cleared and reblazed Elephant's Head 
Trail and on Sunday, ten members cleared and re
blazed the Long Trail from Smugglers Notch to 
Chilcoot Pass. Some additional work is needed on 
Sterling Pond Lodge and this will be done at a later 
date. 

On Sunday, June 20, eight members led by Dick 
Babcock participated in a 9V2 mile hike on a hot 
humid day up the Hedgehog Brook Trail in North 
Fayston to the Long Trail. We ate our lunch on Burnt 
Rock Mt., then continued on the trail over the east 
slope of Ira Allen and the south and north peaks of 
Ethan Allen to Montclair Glen Lodge where we 
enjoyed "iced" tea and coffee, then on to the Dean 
Trail and Crouching Lion Farm where we had spotted 
cars. Mauri Winturi of the Worcester Section joined 
us on this hike. He had hiked with Gene Bamforth 
the previous day. 

On June 27, nineteen members led by Dave Hine, 
enjoyed a Sunday afternoon walk of about four miles 



on an old logging road off the Elmore Road in the 
Worcester area. 

We have a family supper cookout at Underhill 
State Park scheduled for July 11, with hikes to 
Cantilever Rock and the Chin; an overnight starting 
at the Lake Mansfield Trout Club to Puffer Lodge 
and continuing the next day to Bolton Lodge and 
Route 2 on the weekend of July 24; a hike up tbe 
Sl<ylight Pond Trail to the Long Trail over Bread.loaf 
Mt. and down the Clark Brook Trail on August 8; a 
blueberry hike up Mt. Hunger on August 21; and a 
hike up Giant Mt. in New York State on September 
12. 

In conclusion, here's something I came across in a 
magazine recently: "A pedestrian is a man in danger 
of his life. A walker is a man in possession of his 
soul." (David McCord in "The English Digest") 

MARION GoRHAM, Reporter 



The Long Trail News 

MONTPELIER SECTION 
At this writing our summer activities have ended 

and our fall activities -begun. Seemed li-ke an awfully 
short summer. 

Way back July 11 the Bryants, Otises, Wallaces 
and W arburtons (sounds like an investment firm, 
doesn't it?) enjoyed a family cookout and hike to 
Cantilever Rock. Doris Wash burn managed the 
affair. 

On July 24: several members (three to be exact) 
participated in an 11 mile overnight from the Lake 
Mansfield Trout Club to Bolton Lodge and Route 2. 
We lunched at Taylor Lodge and spent the night at 
Puffer Lodge where we were entertained during the 
night by porcupines and "fog horns," at least that's 
what they sounded like. The next day we lunched at 
Bolton Lodge. A swim in Joiner Brook and a race to 
Route 2 completed the trip. Dave Morse was our 
leader. 

On August 8 we hiked from Middlebury Gap to the 
Clark Brook Trail and down in the rain. Originally 
scheduled as an 8;l;2 mile hike we lengthened it to 13. 
We found the Long Trail in this area very over
grown. 

Yom1g Brad Warburton (assisted by Doris Wash
burn) substituted for his father as leader of our blue
berry hike up (and down) Mt. Hunger on Sunday, 
August 22. The reason for the substitution was an 
addition to the Warburton family. 

Seven of our section attended the intersectional. 
Gene Bamforth, Doris Washburn and I were there 
for the entire week. Our President, Dave Morse, 
was there the first weekend and our past-president 
Dave Otis with Ann and Mary Ellen came for the 
second weekend. Doris and I covered about 60 miles 
of the Long Trail during the week. 

On Sunday, September 12 we ended our summer 
schedule with a hike in the Adirondaks led by Dick 
Babcock. We were joined in New York State by 
Mauri Winturri and climbed 4627 foot Giant Moun
tain. Dave Morse and I also climbed Rocky Peak 
Ridge, also known as Giant's Wife, since it happened 
to be there. 

We held a schedule planning meeting at Juelia 
Desilets on September 13 and started our fall 
schedule that very weekend with a corn roast at the 
Montpelier Fish and Game Club Picnic Area at 
Shady Rill. Harlan Farnsworth engineered the affair 
borrowing a rig from the Recreation Department and 
we roasted the corn over charcoal in a large concrete
mixing tray covered by what looked like a wire gate. 

On Saturday, September 25 the Burlington Section 
was surprised to find us on the road ahead of them 
on the way up Spruce Mountain and walking-they 
were driving. However, we shamed them into 
abandoning their cars. Our scheduling the hike on the 
same day was a pleasant coincidence. On top of the 
mountain we had a pleasant visit with the Rogers 
family who live there during the fire danger period. 
Neil is the ranger and a member of our section. 

This brings us up to date. Coming up this weekend 
is an 11 mile hike from Lincoln Gap to Appalachian 
which I hope to lead if I can shake a sore throat which 
is plaguing me. The remainder of our fall schedule 
follows: Sunday, Oct. 10-an afternoon walk from 
upper Terrace Street; to Route 2; Frances Holmes, 
Leader. Sunday, Oct. 17- White Mountains (Liberty) 
up Falling Waters and down the Flume Slide; Dave 
Morse, Leader. Saturday, Oct. 30-Halloween 
Mystery Hike-"Marshmallows at Midnight"; Dave 
Otis, Leader. Saturday, November 6-Brandon Gap 
to Middlebury Gap with chowder at Voter-White 
Lodge; King Warburton, Leader; Jerry Dix, Cook. 
Sunday, Nov. 14--Smugglers Notch to the Chin; 
Dave Otis, Leader. Saturday, Dec. 4-Ithiel Falls 
Campground to Barrows Camp for baked beans and 
hot dogs; Marion Gorham, Leader; Doris Famsworth 
and Ann Otis, Cooks. Wednesday, Dec. 8-Moon
lighi hike; Dave Morse, Leader. Join us if you can. 
We'd like to make our hikes intersectional. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 



On November 7 eight of us led by our intrepid 
president, Dave Otis, climbed to the Adam's Apple 
of Mt. Mansfield via the Bear Pond Trail, ate our 
lunch at Taft Lodge, where we met a couple from 
the Sterling Section, and descended via the Hell 
Brook Trail. 

On November 21 four of us climbed Mt. Horrid, 
Cape Lookoff Mountain and White Rocks Mountain 
in Brandon Gap. We were joined in the Great Cliff 
by a lone hiker from Connecticut whose destination 
was Middlebury Gap. Harlan Farnsworth led this 
hike. 

On December 5 five of us hiked into Bolton Lodge 
where we feasted on corn chowder. Incidentally, 
Lipton's Potato Soup Mix makes an excellent base. 
Add water, milk, creamed corn, potatoes, a small can 
of mushrooms, onion flakes, parsley flakes, butter or 
margarine, and crumbled bacon. It's good! 

On December 16 nine of us led by Frances Holmes 
participated in a "moonlightless snowsboeless" hike 
up the Jones Brook Road in Middlesex, which we 
followed with cocoa, coffee cake and cookies at the 
Holmses. 

Yesterday, January 16, seventeen of us snowshoed 
for two hours in the wilds of Terrace Street in Mont
pelier. Dick, Dot and Larry Babcock led the hike. 
The rest of us were amazed at this "wilderness" 
right in the center of Montpelier. Following the hike, 
Dot served a delicious homemade cheese and tomato 
chowder (which also contained potatoes, celery, 
onions and flavoring including mustard), sand
wiches, cookies, tea and coffee. After the meal we en
joyed slides of previous hikes and of the Bryants' 
cross country trip. 

At this writing we have two more hikes on our cur
rent schedule which we will have had by the time 
the NEWS is out: Oyster Stew at Taylor Lodge on 
January 23, and a ride up the gondola at Sugar bush 
and a hike over to Glen Ellen on January 30 or 31. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 




