
MONTPELIER SECTION 
On Sept. 28th we crossed over the border into 

New Hampshire for our first hike of the fall season 
when twelve of our members climbed Mt. Lafayette. 
We ascended via the Old Bridle Path Trail, trav
ersed Franconia Ridge Trail and descended via the 
beautiful Falling Waters Trail. Dick Babcock led the 
hike. That evening we met at the Vermont College 
Student Center for refreshments and slides. 

On Oct. 11th Governor Hoff closed the woods, 
which were not reopened until Nov. 2nd. This can
celled two of our scheduled hikes. However, on Nov. 
3rd nine of us were back in the woods for a snowy 
hike in the Berlin area. The previous weekend it had 
been warm enough to water ski. 

On Nov. 16 a rather reluctant leader, Harlan 
Farnsworth, and three others left Montpelier in the 
rain for Smugglers' Notch where we found it snowing 
(just like I said we would). We drove as far as the Big 
Spring on the "closed" snow-covered road and hiked 
to Sterling Pond Lodge via the Long Trail from 
there. At the Lodge we popped corn left by some 
kind soul and enjoyed our lunch. 

On Dec. 10th six of us led by Dave Otis and my
self hiked into Ritterbush Camp where we made corn 
chowder. And finally, on Jan. 5th nine of us led by 
Frances Holmes snowshoed the Hancock Brook Road 
in Worcester. Next on our agenda is a new schedule 
planning meeting. We are thinking about a moon
light snowshoe hike, a skating party, a sliding party, 
a ski party, an overnight and a stew party. At this 
point we're full of ideas. We have yet to go to work 
and put them into action. 

MARION GoRHAM, Reporter 



The Long Trail News 

MONTPELIER SECTION 

We had a good winter. 
On January 25, despite the rain two diehards 

hiked to Glen Ellen Lodge from the top of the Mad 
River Glen chair lift. We had a variety of weather 
that day; as Dave Otis said, "all nasty." After 
eating our lunch and perusing the log book at Glen 
Ellen, we returned to the Mad River Ski Area, 
soaked to the skin, and descended the Catamount 
and Palomino ski trails on snowshoes; there were 
very few skiers that day. We returned to Montpelier, 
satisfied that we had upheld the honor of the Club 
by not canceling the hike. 

On Tuesday, January 29, nine persons and one 
dog participated in Jerry Dix's moonlight snowhoe 
hike in Middlesex. It was a beautiful night, clear 
and cold and bright. Al Eldred had brought his 
traverse and we rode that part of the way back. 
On the way we hit a low-flying owl, but he and we 
survived. At Jerry's, we enjoyed pizza and slides and 
nobody got home until after midnight. 

On February 9, twenty-two of us snowshoed up to 
Taylor Lodge for an Oyster Stew party. It was a 
beautiful day, sunny, clear, and cold but not un
pleasant, and the snow was just right for snow
shoeing. We had representatives from the Vermont 
College Outing Club and the Norwich University 
Outing Club, plus a group of high-school boys who 
call themselves Magilla's Gorillas-after a TV pro
gram, I'm told. They formed an advance party, 
helped us carry supplies, had the fire going when we 
arrived, and chopped more wood to replace what 
we used. 

On February 16, we held a pancake supper at the 
Desilets' Camp at Groton Pond. J uelia Desilets was 
our hostess. Before supper, we snowshoed through 
the woods and over the the lake for exercise. Twenty
six persons attended. Strange how food attracts. 

On February 26, we held another moonlight snow
shoe hike. This one, in East Montpelier, was led by 
Put Clayton. Again, the moon cooperated. Nine 
persons participated. After the hike, Put entertained 
with cocoa, crackers and cheese, and organ music. 

On March 7, Frances Holmes led a road walk to 
Dowesville in Duxbury. The route was circular on 
roads not kept open during the winter. The weather 
was beautiful, the walk was scenic, and it was 
thoroughly enjoyable. 

On the week end of March 14, twelve persons, 
including representatives from the V. C. Outing Club, 
the Norwich U. Outing Club, and the Burlington 

Section, took part in an overnight hike to the 
Adirondacks, led by Dick Babcock who is a member 
of the ADK as well as the GMC. The group stayed 
at Johns Brook Lodge. Part of the group climbed 
Giant Mountain, two climbed Lower Wolf Jaws, 
and others explored the Johns Brook Valley. 

Our last hike, as of this writing, was on March 21, 
when five members, led by Dave Otis, snowshoed up 
to Butler Lodge via the Stevensville Trail. There 
we enjoyed our lunch, had a snowball fight, hiked 
on up the Rock Garden Trail to the Maple Ridge 
Trail, digressed to climb to the Forehead via the 
W ampahoofus, and then descended via the Maple 
Ridge and Frost Trails. 

Still to go at this writing are a Sugar-on-Snow 
party April 5; a hike up Mount Elmore on April 
19, and our Annual Meeting in May. Somewhere in 
between will have to come a schedule-planning 
meeting. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

My apologies to the Montpelier Section for not 
getting the news for the August issue in on time 
due to a misunderstanding but here it is-and more. 
Our last reported hike was to Butler Lodge and 
the Forehead on March 21 with still-to-go on our 
spring schedule a sugar-on-snow party, a hike up 
Mt. Elmore and our Annual meeting. Well, since 
then we've had all those activities and many more. 
I'm told the sugar-on-snow party with Doris Farns
worth as leader drew about 50 people, including 
Ben Rolston ; I was unable to attend. Seven of us 
led by Dave Morse climbed Mt. Elmore on April 19 
and enjoyed a wiener roast after the climb. Over 50 
people attended our annual meeting and it looks as 
though we may have to look for bigger quarters 
next year. Our paid-up membership is now 45. 
Re-elected president at the annual meeting was 
Dave Otis; treasurer Harlan Farnsworth; and 
secretary Marion Gorham. Fred Larson was our 
speaker, following the covered dish supper. 

On May 3 twenty-four persons showed up for a 
Mystery Hike led by Frances Holmes. This hike 
was unscheduled and had no advance publicity 
except being announced at our annual meeting. Only 
two persons participated in our next scheduled trip 
on May 10 to Tuckerman Ravine; it's a rough 
climb carrying skis, poles, and boots but the ex
perience is worth it-and the skiing was good. 

On Sunday May 17 twenty-three persons with 
Ann Otis as leader participated in the short climb 
to Nichol's Ledge. Although not much of a hike the 
view is as good as one could ever hope to see. On 
May 25 five of us participated in the work party 
clearing trail from Smugglers Notch to Chilcoat 
Pass and making minor repairs to Sterling Pond 
Lodge. We re blazed the Madonna Mountain area 
where the ski trails cut across or follow the Long 
Trail. 

Nine of our members attended the GMC, Inc. 
Annual Meeting at the Long Trail Lodge on May 30. 

On Sunday, June 14 five of us hiked the 9.3 mile 
section of the Long Trail between Jay-Richford and 
Jay-Montgomery Center highways, which was Jed 
by Dave Otis. On June 27 four persons led by Dave 
Morse hiked from the Ithiel Falls Campground to 
Prospect Rock and Barrows Camp. 

Twenty-six enjoyed a chicken barbecue and an 
afternoon of boating, swimming and water skiing at 
the Desilets Camp at Groton Pond on Sunday 
July 12. J uleia Desilets was our hostess and Jerry 
Dix the chef. 

On Sunday, July 19 seven of us led by Dick 
Babcock hiked the Clark Brook Trail from Gran-



ville and the Long Trail to Lincoln Gap on a very 
warm summer day; and Sunday, July 26 four of us 
led by Doris Washburn climbed Mt. Moosilauke in 
New Hampshire via the steep and scenic Beaver 
Brook Trail. 

On Saturday, August 15, a rainy day, three mem
bers climbed Mt. Hunger with Dave Otis and were 
rewarded after lunch when the clouds rolled away 
and it became a beautiful day. 

Over 30 members and guests attended our Corn 
Roast at Hubbard Park on August 23; Bill Doyle 
was chairman of that event. 

Eleven of us attended and enjoyed the Inter
sectional at Lake Eden the week of August 30. 

Five hiked the new section of the Long Trail 
and climbed Robbins Mountain with Dave Otis 
on September 12. 

Nine of us climbed Camel's Hump on Saturday, 
September 26 and two on Sunday, September 27 
via the Forestry to the Dean to the Long Trail 
and down via the Alpine and Callahan Trails. Our 
climbing time for the four miles on Saturday was 
three hours and on Sunday two hours. We wonder 
if we set some kind of a record on Sunday. 

Coming up we have a leisurely Sunday afternoon 
walk in Middlesex Notch on October 11, a trip to 
New Hampshire to climb Webster and Jackson on 
October 25, the Adams Apple via the Bear Pond 
Trail and down the Hell Brook Trail on November 
7, Mt. Horrid on November 21, corn chowder at 
Bolton Lodge on December 5, a mystery moonlight 
snowshoe hike on December 16, an in-town Sunday 
afternoon snowshoe hike on January 10, oyster stew 
at Taylor Lodge on January 16, and on January 30 
or 31 depending on the group, a ride up the gondolas 
at Sugarbush and a hike over to Glen Ellen. If 
anybody from any of the other sections would like 
to join us on any of our hikes just contact Dave 
Otis or myself and we'll see that you're included. 

MARION GORHAM, Reporter 




