
REPORT FROM THE MONTPELIER SECTION 

We received from Harlan Farnsworth, president 
of the Montpelier Section, a splendid report of the 
activities of that Section for the year 1955. Because 
of lack of space, we are forced to condense part of it. 
Other parts will be reported in detail, for many 
GMC Sections will be interested to hear what Mont
pelier has been doing. 

The activities of the newly organized Montpelier 
Section opened up April 2, 1955 with twenty-five 
adults and children participating in a Sugar-on-snow 
party at the Morse's Sugar House on the Country 
Road in Montpelier. · 

At a meeting on April 27th, the following officers 
were elected: President, Harlan R. Farnsworth; 
Secretary, Ellen Hebb! thwaite; Treasw·er, Frances 
Holmes. A planning committee was also appointed 
to make up a program of hikes for the swnmer. 

On May 7 h, sixteen hikers iu wo groups climbed 
up toward the Appalachian Gap. One group hiked 
in the Molly Stark Mt., Baby Stark, and Beaver 
Meadow area, and the second group followed the 
Long Trail south. The day was crisp, clear, and warm 
when in the direct sun. Several pictures were taken. 

Starting at Lincoln Gap on May 21st, thirteen 
hikers went in to Battell Shelter and found the going 
rather rough. (We understand this has been cleaned 
up). Three hikers stayed at the shelter and the rest 
of the party went on to Mt. Abraham. 



For a pleasant afternoon hike, on June 5th, thirty 
members came at their own leisure to the top of Mt. 
Elmore. Picnic suppers were enjoyed at the State 
Park picnic grounds. 

A Mystery Hike to the lower slopes of the east side 
of Camel's Hump was another June hike enjoyed by 
thirteen members. Walking through farm land as 
well as wooded areas, resting by fast flowing streams, 
investigating an old farm site, and following old roads 
all added up to a very pleasant day. 

In July, eleven members hiked up to the lookout 
tower on Scragg Mountain. It was a beautiful, clear 
day and the ranger pointed out many places of inter
est that we could see from the tower. 

August 6. There were only four hikers for this 
memorable hike up to Jay Peak. The first part of the 
hike followed the old Montgomery Center road from 
the east side to Jay camp. For the most part, we were 
ankle deep in mud and three to five feet deep in 
nettles. The water at the spring was very sparce and 
not at all clear. After lunch at Jay Camp, which is a 
very complete and closed shelter, we hiked along the 
Long Trail to the Old Camp turn off, where we left 
our pack while we went on up to Jay Peak. The 
trail up from the camp was clear, dry, and shady. 
Unfortunately, there was more haze on this hike 
than we had had to date, and we could just barely 
make out Mt. Mansfield's chin only twenty-five miles 
south. Even the immediate valleys were fuzzy. The 
hike down to the Old Camp was from 60 to 30 degrees 
and the lower we descended, the wetter the trail be
came. We followed an old logging road from the Old 
Camp site back to where we left the car. 

HARLAN R. FARNSWORTH 



MONTPELIER SECTION 

We started off the year by joining Burlington 
Section on their Oyster-bake at Taylor Lodge. Four 
of our members were fortunate enough to locate 
snow shoes in time for the hike. A very pleasant time 
was enjoyed. 

On March 18th, 8 of us had found snow shoes and 
so went for a Sunday afternoon hike in the warm 
Spring sun. We went along an old wooded road 
off of the Worcester-Elmore road, for about a mile 
before turning back. There were several deep, deer 
runs and one snow-shoe rabbit track crossing at 
intervals along the 3-plus foot depth of snow. 

For our second annual Sugar Party on Saturday, 
April 7th, nearly 40 members, guests and children 
collected again at the Sidney Morse Sugar House 
on the County Road of Montpelier. The syrup was 
at its best in spite of the late start this season, and a 
pleasant afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

We held election of officers at our 2nd annual 
meeting on the evening of April 10th. 

We discussed plans for the immediate future and 
accepted Burlington's invitation to join them April 
22 for an afternoon hike to French Camp. We also 



planned a day hike up Spruce Mountain near Plain
field on Saturday the 28th. A special meeting will be 
made in the near future to plan the Spring-Summer 
schedule. After the business of the evening, we saw 
some slides our various members had taken of last 
season's hikes and then turned the program over to 
Prof. Roy Buchanan and the Adirondacks. Need
less to say, the evening went all too fast and was 
most entertaining in both picture and prose. 

PHYLLIS ADAMS MURPHY 
Editor's note: We are sorry this report came in 

too late for the May issue of the NEWS. No summer 
news has come in from Montpelier, Burlington, or 
Barre. Greetings and best wishes, and we hope to 
hear from you for the November LoNG TRAIL NEWS. 

BARRE SECTION'S SCHEDULE 

August 4-Barbecue 
August 12-Mt. Elmore 
August 18-19-Intersectional 
Sept. 8-9-Mt. Washington 
Sept. 23-Taylor Lodge 
October 7-Mt. Mansfield chair lift ride 
October 21-Bolton Lodge 

Editor's note: This also came in too late for the May 
NEWS. 



REPORT FROM MONTPELIER SECTION 

We started off the summer with a well attended 
outing to Allis State Park on Bear Mountain on 
Sunday, May 20th. The afternoon was spent in 
taking short hikes around the area and soaking up 
the warm sunshine. 

There were seven adults and four children out in 
the rain on the 30th of May, but we enjoyed every 
minute of it. Due to the weather, we went to Mont
clair Glen Lodge for our lunch. We were all fascinated 
by the beaver dams and the terrace effect on the way 
back as we saw first the smallest and then looked on 
down to the biggest. It was beautiful, with the mist 
hanging in the air over the water in scattered puffs. 
As the rain didn't let up during the afternoon, we 
didn't try going up onto Camel's Hump. 

We were represented at the GMC Annual Meeting 
by four of our members. 1iss Doris Newton reported 
for our Section aod accepted the chatter for us. 

On the Fourth of July three members and a guest 
enjoyed a quiet holiday in the Bolton Notch area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Farnsworth joined the Bur
lington Section on July 14th and 15th on their over
night to the Adirondacks. The week end was fine 
weatherwise, and the whole group got plenty of 
hiking in, with the men covering fifteen miles to the 
women's twelve miles. 

During August, five members went north for a look 
off Belvidere Mountain. The Fire Ranger pointed 
out all of the views including the asbestos operations 
on Belvidere itself. 

There were about thirty members and guests at 
Mad River Glen for our Annual Corn Roast. Those 
who went up the new road to the Appalachian Gap 
found it well graded up to the Gap, but not much 
work had been done beyond. The day was very 
nippy, and the fires cooking the corn and suppers, 
were very welcome. 

Three adults and two small girls went up the chair 
lift to the Octagon of Mt. Mansfield and from there. 
hiked over the South link around the nose and fore
head to the Long Trail junction at Butler Lodge. We 
dropped down to check in at Butler but came right 
back up to the Long Trail and followed it south to the 
Nebraska Notch where we met two of the five mem
bers who came up to Taylor from the Lake Mansfield 
area. At this point t hree of us went through the notch 
and the remaining fow· went along the Long Trail 
section and met the others at the Taylor end junction 
where we then continued on to the Lodge for lunch. 
(Sounds rather complicated). Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
from the Burlington Section were there and joined 
us for lunch. We then returned home by way of the 
Lake Mansfield Trail for a round trip of nearly seven 
miles. 



Montpelier Section's Fall Schedule: 

October 6-Sterling Pond atop Spruce Peak 
October 20- Camel's Hump for another try for the 

top 
November 3- Nichols Ledge 
November 17-Mt. Roosevelt, up Clark Brook Trail 

off route 100 

For the first of December we are to have a pot
luck outing at Wiley Lodge and invite Burlington and 
Barre Sections to join us as our guests. Please let us 
know by the 28th of November that you will be with 
us so we can have plenty of fixin's . Contact either by 
phoning CA 3-7348 or CA 3-3884 or dropping a card 
to: Phyllis A. Murphy, 157 Main Street, Montpelier, 
Vt. This cauld easily turn into an annual affair. 

Let's have a good turn out for our hikes! Meeting 
place is as usual, in front of the Kellogg Hubbard 
Library. Bring your friends. Guests are always Wel-
come. 

PHYLLIS A. MURPHY 


