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SUMMARY FOR DIVISION VII 

BRANDON GAP, VT. 73, TO 
COOLEY GLEN SHELTER 

Northbound, as in text, read up 
Southbound, read down ~~ 

.~:; 
QZ NORTH 
22.5 /Cooley Glen Shelter , . . . . . . • 

Cooley Glen Trail. 3.4 m. west to road 
22.0 I Mt. Cleveland . . . . . . . . . . 
18.9 I Mt. Roosevelt. Killington View . . . 
18.5 I Clark Brook Trail. 3.0 m. east to road 
17.7 IMt. Wilson ........... . 
16.9 I Emily Proctor Shelter. . . . . . . . • . 

I Emily Proctor Trail. 3.5 m. north to road 

.135001 

.135801 

.134501 

.1 37561 

16.2 I Breadloaf Mt. Lookout 0.1 m. west . . . . . . I 3823 I 
15.11 Skylight Pond Trail. 2.0 m. west to road, 0.1 m. I I 

east to Lodge and Pond . . . . . . . . . 3400 

14.8 I Battell Mt. . . . I 34 7 lj 
13.8 I Mt. Boyce . . . I 3200 I 
13.0 I Boyce Shelter . I 2930 I 
12.5IKirby Peak, slide on W. slope. Summit el. 3120 129001 
12.3 I Burnt Hill Trail. 2.1 m. west to road . . . 12900 I 
11.9 I Burnt Hill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . jz980 I 
10.2 I Silent Cliff Trail. Cave and Cliff, 0.4 m.E. . . I 2400 I 
9.81Middlebury Gap . . . . . . • . . . . • • ,21491 

Middlebury-Hancock Highway, Vt. 125 
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9.51Lake Pleiad Shelter. . . . . . . . . . . . j2140j 13.0 
9.4 I Lake Pleiad, 0.1 m. W. via spur. Elev. 2128 . I 2120 I 13 .1 
8.81Worth Mt. Lodge, 0.1 m. W. via spur. Elev. 2450j24501 13.7 
7 .21 Monastery Lookout . . I 3200 I 15 .3 
7.1 IWorth Mt., summit . . 133001 15 .4 

~6~·~6~1So~u_th----'-W=o_r_th~Loo~k~o_u_t~~~~~~~~~-·l~2~9~00~l,__15•.9 
5.4 I Sucker Brook Shelter . I 2400 I 17 . 1 
5.3 I Sucker Brook Trail. 2.8 m. west to road . f 2400 I 17 . 2 
4.SIRomance Gap . . . . . . . . . . . . j2650I 18.0 
4.0IRomance Mt., E. summit. W. summit elev. 3050130201 18.5 
3.2 I White Rocks Mt. . . . I 3307 I 19 .3 
1.7 I Cape Lookoff Mt. . . . . I 3298 I 20. 8 
1.21Mt. Horrid, summit. • .131401 21.3 
0.61Mt. Horrid, Great Cliff . j2800I 21.9 
0.0,Brandon Gap . . • . . . • • . • . . ,21841 22 .5 

Brandon-RochHter Highway, Vt. 73 
SOUTH 



Massachusetts: 
115.7 Miles 

Division VII 

Canada: 
146.3 Miles 

BRANDON GAP, VT. 73, TO 
COOLEY GLEN SHELTER 

The U.S. Forest Service is responsible for the main
tenance of the Long Trail in this division. The portion 
of the Trail between Sucker Brook Shelter and Skyline 
Lodge is maintained by the Middlebury (College) 
Mountain Club for the USFS. The USFS, the Green 
Mountain Club and the MMC maintain the side trails 
and shelters, the allocations being noted in the descrip
tions following. 

The trails in this division are mostly on forest land 
which was bequeathed to Middlebury College in 1915 
by Col. Joseph Battell-a vast tract extending from 
White Rocks Mt. to Mt. Wilson. The College still owns 
700 acres at Lake Pleiad, the remainder being a part 
of the Green Mountain National Forest. Col. Battell 
established Bread Loaf Inn west of Middlebury Gap, 
now used as the Bread Loaf Campus of Middlebury 
College. His further association with the Long Trail is 
mentioned in Division VIII. 

North of Vt. 73, the Brandon-Rochester Highway 
in Brandon Gap (0.0 m.), the Long Trail crosses a 
power line and ascends steeply to the Great Cliff of Mt. 
Horrid (0.6 m.). This pomt, 600 ft. above the road, 
provides a fine view of the Gap and the mountains 
beyond. The Trail continues along the ridge, passing 
over the summits of Mt. Horrid (1.2 m.), Cape Look
off Mt. (1.7 m.) and White Rocks Mt. (3.2 m.). None 
of these are bare summits, but many views, mostly to 
the east, may be had from various points along the way. 
After passing over the east summit of Romance Mt. 
(4.0 m.), the LT drops down to Romance Gap (4.5 m.), 
and continues west of the ridge to the Sucker Brook 
Trail (5.3 m.) and Sucker Brook Shelter (5.4 m.). 

This frame shelter (USFS), with bunk space for 6 to 8, 
was built by the U. S. Forest Service in 1963. Sucker 
Brook, crossmg the Long Trail 80 ft. to the south, supplies 
the water. Sunrise Shelter to Sucker Brook Shelter, 
6.3 m., 4 h. (SB. 4U h.). 
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Leaving the Long Trail 300 ft. south of Sucker 
Brook Shelter, the Sucker Brook Trail (USFS) 
heads west down the valley. Soon following old log
ging roads, it reaches a double crossing of Sucker 
Brook. Then, skirting Sugar Hill Reservoir, it 
reaches the USFS Goshen Brook Trail (2.4 m.). It 
then follows a road west to the Ripton-Goshen 
Road (2.8 m.) which leads south 5 m. to Vt. 73. 
Long Trail to Ripton-Goshen Road, 2.8 m., 1 Yz h. 
(Rev. 2 h.). 

From Sucker Brook Shelter, the Long Trail climbs 
gradually to the ridge and follows it past South Worth 
Lookout (6.6 m.) and other viewpoints, to the summit of 
Worth Mt. (7.1 m.). The Trail passes Monastery Look
out (7.2 m.), then goes over several minor summits, 
finally reaching Robert Frost Lookout, with a spec
tacular view to the northeast. Just beyond the lookout is 
a junction (8.8 m.) where a spur trail (MMC) leads left 
0.1 m. to Worth Mountain Lodge and Pleiad Lookout. 

Worth Mountain Lodge (MMC), a large cabin with 
bunks and loft space for more than 30, was built by the 
Middlebury Mountain Club in 1959. It is open to hikers, 
but has no water supply. Nearby is Pleiad Lookout, high 
above Lake Pleiad, offering good views of the Middle
bury Gap area and the Green Mountains north to Bread
loaf Mt. The nearby ski trails and facilities are part of 
the Middlebury College Snow Bowl. Sucker Brook 
Shelter to Worth Mountain Lodge, 3.5 m., 2Yz h. 
(SB. 2Yz h.). 

From the Lodge spur junction, the Long Trail de
scends, steeply at first, paralleling and then crossing a 
ski trail. Soon it reaches another junction (9.4 m.) where 
a spur trail (MMC) leads left 0.1 m. to Lake Pleiad. 
Shortly beyond the junction, the Trail comes to Lake 
Pleiad Shelter (9.5 m.). 

This frame shelter (GMC), with bunks for 12, was 
built by the Lake Pleiad Section in 1923. Water is found 
in a small brook near the Lake Pleiad spur junction; in 
dry seasons, boiled lake water must be used. Worth 
Mountain Lodge to Lake Pleiad Shelter, 0.8 m., Yz h. 
(SB.%: h.). 

From Lake Pleiad Shelter, the Long Trail goes over a 
low ridge to Middlebury Gap and the Middlebury
Hancock Highway, Vt. 125 (9,8 m.). 

To the west it is 0.7 m. to the Snow Bowl, 2.6 m; 
to the Bread Loaf Campus, 5.6 m. to Ripton, 10.1 m. 



82 DIVISION VII 

to US 7 and 13.9 m. to Middlebury. To the east it is 
6.4 m. to Hancock on Vt. 100. 

Crossing Vt. 125, the Long Trail rises rapidly to the 
Silent Cliff Trail (10.2 m.). 

This trail (MMC) leads east to Silent Cave and 
Silent Cliff. From the cliff, there is a very good 
view of Middlebury Gap with Monastery Gap and 
the Green Mountains beyond. Round trip 0.8 m., 
y, h. 

North of the trail junction, the Long Trail climbs to 
the ridge (10.7 m.), continues along it to Burnt Hill 
(11.9 m.), and descends to the Burnt Hill Trail (12.3 
m.). 

Bearing west, this trail (MMC) descends 0.5 m. 
to a logging road, follows it 1.5 m. to an old road
crossing at Kirby Cemetery, and goes on 0.1 m. 
more to a USFS road. To the left this road goes 
back of the Bread Loaf Campus 0.8 m. to Vt. 125. 
LT to road, 2.1 m., 1 h. (Rev. l~ h.). 

From the Burnt Hill Trail junction, the Long Trail 
passes along the west slope of Kirby Peak, crosses its 
slide (12.5 m.), where there is a good view, and con
tinues on to Boyce Shelter (13.0 m.). 

This frame shelter (USFS), with bunk space for 6 to 8, 
was built by the U. S. Forest Service in 1963. Water at 
a small brook 200 ft. north via the Long Trail. Lake 
Pleiad Shelter to Boyce Shelter, 3.5 m., 2y.! h. (SB. 
2 h.). 

After climbing up Mt. Boyce (13.8 m.) and passing 
Boyce Lookout 350 ft. beyond the summit, the Long 
Trail goes over Battell Mt. (14.8 m.), and soon reaches 
a junction (15.0 m.) where a spur (MMC) leads right 
0.1 m. to Skyline Lodge and Skylight Pond. Farther 
on, the Skylight Pond Trail (15.1 m.) leads right 0.1 m. 
to the Lodge and Pond and, a short distance beyond, 
this trail leads left down the mountain. 

Skyline Lodge (MMC) is of log construction and is 
situated on a bluff overlooking Skylight Pond, a little 
lake only slightly lower than the adjacent summits. The 
lodge, completed in 1954, was built by the Middlebury 
Mountain Club and is owned by that organization, but 
is open to all hikers. There is loft and bunk space for 
about 10. Water is available at a spring 250 ft. north. 
Boyce Shelter to Skyline Lodge, 2.1 m., 1Y, h. (SB. 
1.X h.). 

From the Long Trail, the Skylight Pond Trail 
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(MMC) descends about 2 m. to Steam Mill Meadow, 
a clearing near which a logging camp was formerly 
located. From here a USFS road goes south about 
3.5 m. to Vt. 125just west of the Bread Loaf Campus. 
LT to USFS road, 2 m., 1 h. (Rev. 1 ~ h.). 

Continuing north, the Long Trail soon begins a steep 
climb up to a ridge which it follows northwest to a 
sharp turn on Breadloaf Mt. (16.2 m.). Here a spur 
trail leads left 0.1 m. to a lookout which provides an 
extensive view over the Champlain Valley, and the 
Long Trail bears right and descends to Emily Proctor 
Shelter and the Emily Proctor Trail (16.9 m.). 

Emily Proctor Shelter (USFS), a log shelter built by 
the Long Trail Patrol in 1960, has wire bunks for 5. 
Brook water adjacent. Skyline Lodge to Emily Proctor 
Shelter, 1.9 m., 17:( h. (SB. 17:1 h.). 

The Emily Proctor Trail (USFS) descends north
erly along an old logging road, crosses several 
brooks, then, leaving the old road, veers left, cross
ing a branch of the New Haven River 1.5 m. from 
the Long Trail. Following high land, it reaches an 
abandoned road along the stream (3.2 m.) where 
the Cooley Glen Trail comes in on the right, To 
the left it is 0.3 m. to a USFS road. From here 
South Lincoln is 2.2 m., the Lincoln-Warren Road 
4.2 m., Lincoln 5.4 m. and Bristol 10.2 m. Emily 
Proctor Shelter to USFS Road, 3.5 m., l % h. 
(Rev. 2% h.). 

At Emily Proctor Shelter, the Long Trail bears sharply 
right and ascends gradually to Mt. Wilson (17.7 m.), 
where there is a wide view to the south and east. Drop
ping down to the north, the LT presently reaches the 
Clark Brook Trail (18.5 m.). 

This trail (USFS) descends southeasterly 0.7 m. 
to an old logging camp, and from here follows a 
long abandoned logging road 1.3 m. to a double 
brook crossing. It then continues, with other stream 
crossings, 1.0 m. to a public road. From this point 
it is 1.9 m. to Granville on Vt. 100. Long Trail to 
public road, 3.0 m., 1Y2 h. (Rev. 2% h.). 

From the side trail junction, the Long Trail ascends 
gradually to the summit of Mt. Roosevelt (18.9 m.), 
where it bears right 150 ft. to an open spot called Kil
lington View. From here the Trail bears easterly, curves 
toward the north, going almost to the summit of an 
unnamed peak, elevation 3400 (20.4 m.), and then on 
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to the wooded summit of Mt. Cleveland (22.0 m.). 
After descending gradually to a sharp turn to the right 
(22.4 m.), it drops steeply to Cooley Glen Shelter and 
the Cooley Glen Trail (22.5 m.). 

Cooley Glen Shelter (USFS), a frame leanto with 
bunk space for 6 to 8, was built by the U.S. Forest 
Service in 1965. Spring water is located 600 ft. south on 
the Cooley Glen Trail. Emily Proctor Shelter to Cooley 
Glen Shelter, 5.6 m., 3%' h. (SB. 3%' h.). 

After passing the spring used as the shelter's 
water supply, the Cooley Glen Trail (USFS) de
scends along tributary streams of New Haven River, 
finally crossing the main branch (2.8 m.) and fol
lowing the south side to a junction with the Emily 
Proctor Trail (3.1 m.). Proceeding jointly with that 
trail for 0.3 m., a USFS road is reached which leads 
to South Lincoln. Cooley Glen Shelter to USFS 
Road, 3.4 m ., l~ h. (Rev. 272 h.). 

Massachusetts: 
138.2 Miles 

Canada: 
123.8 Miles 

VT. 73 TO COOLEY GLEN 

Glass is heavy. Glass will break. Glass 
will not burn. Glass makes litter. When 
packing for your hike, repack glass
contained foods into reusable plastic 
containers. 

Small fees may be charged for the 
use of seleded shelters where caretakers 
are assigned. 

Planning a hike for a large group? 
We urge you to carry emergency shelter 
materials-tents, tarps, plastics- for your 
own protedion and for courtesy to others. 
Remember, the shelter capacities are 
limited! 
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