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Tillotson Camp to Canadian Border TILLOTSON CAMP TO CANADIAN BORDER 
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Division XII 

TILLOTSON CAMP TO CANADIAN BORDER 

All trails and shelters in this division are maintained by 
the Green Mountain Club. All shelters were built by the 
Long Trail Patrol. Since the Long Trail, for the most 
part, keeps close to the skyline, hikers should take ad
vantage of the water sources mentioned. 

From the Tillotson Camp spur (2.'37.2 m.), the Long 
Trail heads north and ascends wooded Tillotson Peak 
(2.'37.7 m.), passing just east of the top. After a short 
descent, the Trail rises gradually to its highest point on 
Haystack Mt. (240.0 m.), east of and 40 ft. below the 
rockr knob that constitutes its summit. From here the 
Trai descends at a moderate grade along the ridge, then 
drops steeply to a brook where old Hazen's Notch Camp 
was located (241.6 m.), and soon reaches Hazen's Notch 
(241.8 m.) through which passes Vt. 58, the Lowell
Montgomery Center Highway. 

The Notch was named after General Moses Hazen, 
who in 1778-79 built a military road from Peacham to 
this point. A !P"anite marker just east of the Trail com
memorates this bit of history. To the north the face of 
Sugarloaf Mt. rises 700 ft. almost vertically above the 
road. Just to the east is a highway picnic area providing 
parking space. Lowell and Vt. 100 are 5.5 m. east; 
Montgomery Center and Vt. 118 are 5.5 m. west. 

After crossing the road, the Long Trail bears west and 
goes down grade to Hazen's Notch Camp (242.4 m.), 
a frame structure built in 1948. Here there are bunks for 
about 8. Water is available at Wade Brook, 50 ft. south. 
Tillotson Camp to Hazen's Notch Camp, 5.2 m., .'3~ 
h. (SB . .'3K h.). 

At the camp, the Long Trail m akes a right turn and 
climbs steeply over the west shoulder of Sugarloaf Mt. 
Keeping west of the summit ridge, the Trail crosses sev
eral ravines where there is water, then ascends to the sky
line at Bruce Peak (245..'3 m.). A short distance beyond, 
the summit of Buchanan Mt. is reached (245.8 m.), 
where there is a good view of J ay Peak and its neighbors. 
Buchanan Mt., formerly called Old Splatterfoot, was 
officially renamed in 1957, in honor of Prof. Roy 0. 
Buchanan of Burlington, who has for many years been 
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the Green Mountain Club's Trails and Shelters Chair
man and active leader of the Long Trail Patrol. 

Just past the summit of Buchanan Mt. is Chet's Look
out (246.0 m.), where there is a view along the ridge 
traversed by the Trail. The Long Trail then zigzags 
down, and then climbs to Domey's Dome (247 .O m.), 
named in honor of Captain R. H . Dorney of St. Albans 
who was long active in maintaining trails in this vicinity. 
From the summit there are views to the north and north
east. The Trail then follows the ridge to a point on the 
south spur of Gilpin Mt. (247.7 m.), where, to the north
west Jay Peak appears in sharp silhouette. Gilpin Mt., 
form'erly Double Top, was renamed in 1957 in honor ?f 
the Gilpin brothers, northern Vermont newspaper edi
tors. The Trail then descends west of the two main peaks, 
finally reaching the Jay-Montgomery Center Highway, 
Vt. 242 (248.9 m.), just west of its summit. East, it is 1.3 
m. to the Jay Peak Ski Area, and 5.1 m. to Jay Village ; 
Montgomery Center is 6.7 m. west. 

North of the road, the Lon!l: Trail reaches, in 250 ft., 
the south end of Jay Loop (249.0 m.), leading to Jay 
Camp. 

Via Jay Loop (white blazes) it is 0.2 m. west to 
Jay Camp, a frame cabin with bunks for 8 to 12, 
constructed in 1958. Water at a spring 50 ft. east. 
Jay Loop continues north 0.2 m. to join the Long 
Trail, giving the hiker a southbound approach to the 
camp. Hazen's Notch Camp to Jay Camp, 6.8 m., 
4K h. (SB. 4,% h.). 

From the Jay Loop junction, the Long Trail trends 
northwesterly, meets the north end of Jay Loop (249 . .'3 
m.), and ascends the southeast spur of Jay Peak to the 
Jay Village Trail (250.1 m.). 

This trail descends somewhat steeply, then as
sumes a more moderate grade, joining and crossing 
a network of ski trails, and reaches its terminus at 
the Jay Peak Ski Area, from which, via Vt. 242, it is 
3.8 m. east to J ay Village and 1.3 m. west to the 
Long Trail crossing. LT to Ski Area, 1.5 m., K h. 
(Rev. 1 Yz h.). 

From the Jay Village Trail, the Long Trail continues 
through dense woods, soon.re~ching a wide ski trail ~n th.e 
col of the mountain. Contmumg on or near the ski trail 
for a short distance, the Long Trail then climbs steeply in 
the open to the summit of Jay Peak (250.6 m.). Here is 
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located the summit station of the upper chair lift of the 
Jay Peak Ski Area. 

From this open summit, elevation 3861, there are good 
views in all directions. To the south the Green Mountains 
are visible to Camel's Hump. To the southeast and south
west, at unusual angles, there are panoramas of the White 
Mountains and Adirondacks respectively. Between here 
and the Canadian Border many unnamed peaks are to 
be seen, and in Canada is the extension of the Green 
Mountains, including the Sutton Mountains culminating 
in Round Top, elevation 3175. The cone to the northwest is 
Pinnacle Mt., and to the northeast are Elephantis (Sugar
loaf), Owl's Head and Bear Mt., with Lake Memphrema
gog beyond them. The Canadian Line passes over Bear 
Mt. 

From the summit of Jay Peak, the Long Trail heads 
westerly along the ridge, utilizing a ski trail for a short 
distance, and then turns sharply north and descends verr. 
steeply. Continuing near the top of the ridge, the Trail 
soon reaches Laura Woodward Shelter (252.1 m.), 
named after one of the pioneer supporters of the Long 
Trail project. 

This log shelter was built in 1956 to replace a similar 
structure burned the previous year. There is bunk space 
for 6 to 8, and water JS located at a spring on a spur 200 
ft. north on the Long Trail. JaY- Camp to Laura Wood
ward Shelter, 3.0 m., 2.Yz h. (SB. 2~ h.). 

Continuing northerly along the ridge, the Trail climbs 
over two unnamed peaks, elevations 3380 and 3320 
(253.0 m. and 253.5 m.) and drops down to North Jay 
Saddle (253.6m.) south of North Jay's summit. Here the 
Trail turns squarely right and descends in an easterly 
direction, then, reverting to its northerly course, crosses 
a small brook and continues near the ridge to Shooting 
Star Shelter (256.2 m.). 

This log structure, built in 1934, was so named because 
of the display of shooting stars observed one night during 
its construction. It has bunk space for 6, and water is 
found downhill 400 ft. to the east. Laura Woodward 
Shelter to Shooting Star Shelter, 4.1 m., 2)1 h. (SB. 
3 h.). 

From the shelter the Long Trail ascends Burnt Mt. 
(256.8 m.), where a spur leads left to a lookout with the 
Lucas Brook valley in the foreground and Pinnacle Mt. 
beyond, the Jays toward the south, and the Sutton Moun
tains toward the north. 
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Following the ridge and gradually descending, the 
Long Trail presently reaches the rock cut ~f the Jar
Riehford Highway, Vt. 105 (25~.2 m.) at its s~mm1t, 
bearing left 200 ft. before descending to the road. fo _th_e 
east it is 5 m. to Jay and 8 m. to N. Troy. To the west 1t 1s 
11 m. to Richford. 

North of the highway, the Long Trail goes east along 
the top of the road cut for 250 ft., then enters the woods 
near a power line crossing. Taking a circuitous route in a 
generally easterly direction, the LT continues to an un
named peak elevation 2670 (259.4 m.), and then passes 
over several ~ther minor summits as it continues northerly, 
finally reaching the Journey's End Trail and just be
yond the Canadian Border at Line Post 592 (260.8 m.), 
the n'orth end of the Long Trail. 

The present line post was set in 1907 i~ acc.ordance 
with the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, which m 1842 
finally settled the United States-Canada boundary. The 
marker is conveniently located on a small knoll, from 
which may be seen the wide border swath cut through the 
trees, the valley of the Missisquoi River, and the Sutton 
Mountains in Canada. 

The Journey's. End Trail bears east fr~m th~ Long 
Trail (0.0 m.), Just south of the Canadian Lme. It 
descends gradually through the woods adjacent to the 
border swath, then turns right (0.5 m.), soo? reaching 
an abandoned road from which there are views to the 
northeast. After crossing a brook it soon reaches Jour
ney's End Camp (0.8 m.). 

This frame camp, built in 1933, has bunks for 8. 
Water at the brook 300 ft. to the north. Shooting Star 
Shelter to Journey's End Camp, 5.4 m., 3~ h. (SB. 
3.Yz h.). . 

Continuing along a road used for logging, the J our
ney's End Trail turns right (1.3 m.), soon reaching a 
field where the road bears left and heads east to the 
Sargent Farm (2.4 m.). From here public roads lead to 
North Troy (5.2 m.). Journey's End Camp to Sargent 
Farm, 1.6 m., )1 h. (Rev. 1 h.). 


