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Division I 

BLACKINTON AND WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. 
TO BENNINGTON-BRATTLEBORO 

HIGHWAY, VT. 9 

The south end of the Long Trail proper is in the woods 
at the 11assachusetts-Vermont State Line northwest of 
North Adams, Mass. Two approaches in Massachusetts 
are described first. 

The Appalachian Trail (Approach A) is maintained 
by the Mt. Grcylock Ski Club of Pittsfield, Mass.; the 
Pine Cobble Trail (Approach B), by the Williams 
(College) Outing Club. The Bennington Section of the 
Green Mountain Club maintains the Long Trail in this 
division and the U. S. Forest Service maintains the Old 
Stage Road Trail. The Bennington Section maintains 
the she! ters. 

A. BLACKINTON APPROACH. This approach 
(white blazes), utilizing the Appalachian Trail, begins 
at the corner of Massachusetts Ave. and Wood St. in 
Blackinton, Mass. at the Blackinton Mill. This point is 
3 m. west of the center of North Adams and 1.8 m. east 
of Williamstown Station. Mass. 2 is 0.4 m. southwest 
via Ashton St., and 0.7 m. distant via the AT which 
crosses Mass. 2 at Phelps Ave. in Greylock. 

Space for overnight parking is not available at the 
beginning of this approach. Hikers making overnight 
trips should inquire at the store of George Brazeau, on 
Mass. 2 just east of the Appalachian Trail,- in regard to 
parking in the vicinity. By courtesy of Harry Smith 
(Ford Dealer), located on Mass. 2, 0.7 m . east of the 
AT, special arrangements may be made for overnight 
parking. 

From Massachusetts Ave. and Wood St. (O.O m .), the 
Appalachian Trail follows Wood St. north to its end at 
Edgewood Ave. (0.1 m.), where the AT continues ahead 
soon entering the woods. It f,asses a reservoir (drinking 
water) on the right (0.5 m. , and crosses a brook (1.0 
m.), presently reaching an orange-blazed trail on the 
left (1.2 m.). This trail leads 300 ft. to a spring and 
0.3 m. to the open summit of Pine Cobble, 0.1 m. 
beyond which is the Pine Cobble Trail. The AT then 
climbs steeply to a telephone line (1.5 m.), and bearing 
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left, follows it to a junction where the Pine Cobble Trail 
(Approach B) comes in on the left (1.7 m.). 

Bearing right from the telephone line, the Appalachian 
Trail enters an extensive open area on East Mountain, 
the result of fires years ago. Here there is a very good 
view of the Berkshire Hills to the south, including the 
Hoosac Range (left), and the Taconics (right), and 
between them, Mt. Greylock and its satellites. Toward 
the end of the open area, the trail reaches Eph 's Lookout 
(2.4 m.), named after Ephram Williams, founder of 
Williams College. Just beyond, the trail enters the woods 
and finally comes to the Massachusetts-Vermont State 
Line (3.2 m.). This is the south end of the Long Trail. 

B. WILLIAMSTOWN STATION APPROACH. 
This approach is made by the Pine Cobble Trail (blue 
blazes) and by part of the Appalachian Trail described 
above. The Pine Cobble Trail begins just north of the 
Boston and Maine R. R. station at the intersection of 
North Hoosac Rd. and Cole Ave. in the neighborhood 
known as Williamstown Station. This is 1 m. northeast 
of the center of Williamstown and Williams College. 
Via North Hoosac Rd. it is 1.8 m . east to Blackinton and 
1.2 m. west to US 7. 

Cars may be parked on the property of Harwood 
Moore (contractor), located on No. Hoosac Rd. west of 
Cole Ave. If possible, Mr. Moore would appreciate 
knowing how long the cars are to be left there. 

From the intersection of North Hoosac Rd. and Cole 
Ave. (0.0 m.), the Pine Cobble Trail follows a private 
road a short distance to a gravel bank, then bears left 
into the woods (0.1 m.). After passing a side trail on the 
right (0.9 m.) leading 200 ft . to Bear Spring, the Pine 
Cobble Trail rises very steeply, then continues at a lesser 
grade, presently reaching an orange-blazed trail on the 
right (1.4 m.) which leads 0.1 m. to the summit of Pine 
Cobble, where there is a wide view of the Hoosic Valley 
with Mt. Greylock and other Berkshire peaks in the 
background. The orange-blazed trail continues down 
hill 0.3 m. to the Appalachian Trail, 1.2 m. north of 
Blackinton. 

Continuing from its junction with the trail to the 
summit, the Pine Cobble Trail soon reaches a telephone 
line (1.7 m.) where the Appalachian Trail (Approach 
A), following this, comes in on the right. 

From here the Williamstown Station Approach uses 
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t~e Appalachian Trail which, leaving the telephone 
lme, goes over the open area on East Mountain described 
under A, and, passing Eph's Lookout (2.4 m.), enters 
the woods and finally reaches the Massachusetts
Vermont State Line (3.2 m.), the south end of the 
Long Trail. 

LONG TRAIL 
From the State Line (0.0 m.), the Long Trail descends 

to a brook (0.4 m.) and, after climbing over a knoll 
(1.8 m.), comes out of the woods and reaches a narrow 
dirt road (2.2 m.). To the right, this road, which may not 
be driveable here, leads about 2 m. to a better road and 
5 m. to North Adams. The Trail follows the road to the 
left, passes a house on the right (2.3 m.) and a camp on 
the left (2.5 m.), and, just after crossing a brook (3.0 
m.), bears sharply right into an overgrown clearing where 
is located Seth Warner Camp (3.l m.), a frame structure 
with bunks for 8 to 10 built by the Long Trail Patrol 
for the Bennington Section in 1938. Brook water 100 ft. 
to the east. Blackinton or Williamstown Station to 
Seth Warner Camp, 6.3 m., 47;1 h. (SB. 3Yz h.). 

Going north from the camp, the Long Trail soon 
reaches the County Road at a power line crossing 
(3.3 m.). Under favorable conditions this road may be 
driveablc to the Long Trail. To the west it is 3.7 m. to 
the Barber Pond Road and 6.1 m. to Pownal Center 
(US 7). East it is 4.5 m. to Stamford on Vt. 8. 

By following the County Road 300 ft. to the east the 
hiker may obtain an excellent view to the south inclutling, 
ea~t to west, the Hoosac Range; Mt. Greylock and the 
Dome. Beyond the County Road the Trail follows for 
the most part old logging roads, and after crossing three 
brooks (4.4 m., 5.4 m. and 5.6 m.), finally reaches 
Sucker Pond (Lake Hancock) at the caretaker's cabin 
(7 .2 m.). Since this is a Bennington water supply no 
swimming is allowed. ' 

Leaving the pond, a jeep road is followed for some 
distance, then the Trail bears left from the road (8.1 m.) 
but meets it again at a crossing (8.5 m.) from which point 
it is about 5 m. left to Bennington. 

North of the road, the Trail enters the woods and passes 
through an area where logging has opened up views to 
the west. Just after passing two side trails on the left 
each leading 400 ft. to a spring, the LT reaches Thendar~ 
Shelter (8.9 m.). This frame structure, with bunks for 
10, was built by the Bennington Section in 1929. The 
spring mentioned above is reached by following the 
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Long Trail 150 ft. south and a side trail 400 ft. west. 
Seth Warner Camp to Thendara Shelter, 5.8 m., 
37;1 h. (SB. 37;1 h.). 

North of the shelter, the Long Trail goes through a 
clearing to the old Bennington-Heartwellville Road 
(9.0 m.) revived as a logging road not long ago but now 
abandoned. 

The abandoned road leads west 0.3 m. to join 
the jeep road mentioned above. Via the jeep road 
left, it is 0.3 m. to the Long Trail, and to the right 
it is 1.3 m. to the end of Burgess Rd., 3.5 m. to Vt. 
9, and 4.5 m. to the center of Bennington. Thendora 
Shelter to Burgess Rd., 1.7 m. 

The Long Trail follows the old Heartwellville Road 
a short distance east, then bears left into the woods 
(9.2 m.). 

The Bennington-Heartwellville Road continues 
ahead to an old logging road leading left down 
Dunville Hollow to Vt. 9. Beginning a short distance 
beyond here, the old turnpike is used by the Forest 
Service for the Old Stage Road Trail to Heartwell
ville. Length of trail 6.3 m. (See Map 1.) 

After fairly level going in the woods, the Long Trail 
crosses a brook (10.7 m.) and rises to the open summit of 
Harmon Hill (11.1 m.). From here there is a fine view 
to the west including Mt. Anthony, the historic village 
of Bennington, and the Battle Monument. To the north 
can be .seen Bald Mt. and Glastenbury Mt. 

North of Harmon Hill, the Long Trail trends slightly 
east across the clearing, enters the woods (11 .3 m.) and, 
descending, encounters a network of new logging roads. 
After passing under a power line (12.6 m.) and following 
a wide lumber road (12.7 m. to 12.9 m.), the Trail zig
zags down steeply to an old railroad grade (13.2 m.) 
which it follows to the right to the Bennington-Brattle
boro Highway, Vt. 9 (13.4 m.). This road is known 
as the Molly Stark Trail.Just to the left is a white church 
and the gravel road which the Long Trail follows north. 

To the west via Vt. 9, it is 4 m. to Bennington 
(pop. 12,411), business center of southwestern 
Vermont. Old Bennington, the "Bennington" of 
colonial days, is 1 m. west of the present center. 
Here are many historical buildings, the Bennington 
Museum, and. the monument commemorating the 
Battle of Bennmgton, fought August 16, 1777. 

To the east of the Trail on Vt. 9 is Woodford, 
4m. 


