
Division XII 

TILLOTSON CAMP TO CANADIAN BORDER 

From Tillotson Camp, The Long Trail climbs to 
Tillotson Peak (3,040 feet) Yz mile beyond. After 2.3 
miles of crooked trail it reaches Haystack Mountain 
(3,223 feet) marked by a rocky summit knob, striking 
when seen from the mountain top or from the lowland. 
While there is no trail to the knob, its northern outlook 
is well worth the scramble up it. The Long Trail crosses 
through scrub timber to the northern end of the moun
tain top, passes two piles of logs rotting on their skid ways 
and drops 1,200 feet in 1.8 miles to the Hazen's Notch 
Road (Vt. No. 58) . Tillotson Camp to Hazen's Notch 
Road, 5 miles, 3 hours (southbound 3%: hours). 

Hazen's Notch Road (1,780 feet) is in State Forest 
Park, No. 28 (parking and picnic space). Montgomery 
Center is 6 miles northwest along the highway (Route 
58) and Lowell is 6 miles southeast. The Notch is 
named for Gen. Moses Hazen, who, in 1778-79, built 
a military road from Peacham to this point. A granite 
marker to commemorate this bit of history stands beside 
the road where the Trail enters. North of the highway, 
Sugar Loaf Mountain rises in a 700-foot cliff. The Trail 
crosses Hazen's Notch Road and goes down grade for 
0.5 mile until it reaches Hazen's Notch Camp (1,500 
feet, stove, water, bunks for 12). Water is in Wade 
Brook. 

Leaving the camp the Long Trail climbs steeply over 
the west shoulder of Sugar Loaf and, after crossing 
several ravines and ridges, ascends sharply to the south 
peak of Old Splatterfoot Mt. 2,900 feet 3.4 miles from 
Hazen's Notch. One-half mile farther along the ridge 
the Trail ~oes over the main peak of this mountain 
(2,940 feet), from which there is a veiw of Jay Peak 
and its neighbors. After another X mile there is a look
out to the north with a view along the ridge, traversed 
by the Trail. The Long Trail zigzags steeply down to 
the 2,580 foot level and then climbs to Domey's Dome 
(2,880 feet), with views to north and northeast. Main 
peak to Domey's Dome, 1 X miles, %: hour (southbound, 
1 hour). 

The Trail then follows the ridge for 1 mile to the top 
of the south spur of Double Top (2,680 feet), where Jay 
Peak appears in sharp silhouette, 2 miles across the 
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valley. The Long Trail then descends the west slope of 
Double Top to the abandoned Montgomery Center
Jay Road, at its highest point (2,211 feet), and Jay 
Camp (built in 1936), closed frame camp with stove, 
bunks for 8 to 12 and spring water. Hazen's Notch 
Camp to Jay Camp, 6Yz miles, 43-i hours (southbound, 
5Yz hours). 

An approach trail (blue blazes) leads out south
westerly along the old highway to the "Denso" Farm, 
mail. Address, Ed. Garrow, Montgomery Center, Vt. 
Jay Camp to "Denso" Farm, 23-i miles, 13-i hours. 
"Denso" Farm to Jay Camp, 1 %: hours. 

From Jay Camp, the Trail ascends steadily, north
westerly towards Jay Peak. At a point 1.2 miles from 
Jay Camp, the trail (blue blazes) from Jay Village 
comes in on the right. The Trail then climbs steeply, 
mostly over rock, to the summit of Jay Peak (3,861 
feet). Jay Camp to Jay Peak, 1. 7 miles, 2 hours (south
bound, 1 hour). From the top there is a superb view in 
all directions. To the north the Green Mountains 
stretch away toward Canada with North Jay (3,400 
feet) 2 miles distant and a row of at least 10 unnamed 
peaks, ranging from 2,100 to 3,300 feet between Jay 
Peak and the International Border. To the northwest 
the sharp cone, in Canada, is Pinnacle (2,200 feet) 
north of Richford. Almost due north are the Sutton 
Mountains rising to an elevation of 3, 100 feet in Round 
Top. A little to the east of north, Mount Orrord, the 
highest Canadian mountain in this region, is 30 miles 
away. In the northeast are Elephantis or Sugar Loaf 
(2,100 feet), Owl's Head (2,400 feet) and Bear Moun
tain (2,000 feet), all in Canada. Across the southern 
slope of Bear Mountain is the cleared strip of the 
International Boundary. Past both sides of Owl's Head 
and Bear Mountain the waters of Lake Memphre
magog are visible. All the White Mountains lie east 
and southeast while the Green Mountains are in sight 
as far away as Camel's Hump. Toward the west and 
southwest are the Adirondacks and Lake Champlain; 
Montreal is 65 miles to the northwest and easily visible 
on a clear day. 

There is but one route down Jay Peak towards Jay 
Village. About Yz mile back toward Jay Camp, the 
Jay Village trail, mentioned above and described 
below, comes in on the left. It keeps steadily down 1 X 
miles to the end of the auto road to Jay Village. At 
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this point, there is a camp ground, probably no shelter 
in ruined house and good water. Camf ground to 
Jay Village, 3Yz miles; to North Troy, 7Yz miles. 

The Long Trail, north from the summit of Jay Peak, 
follows Jay's westerly ridge %'. mile, gradually descend
ing. Then it drops very steeply over the north side of 
Jay's west shoulder, losing 700 feet in half a mile. Keep
ing near the top of the ridge that extends northerly, 
The Long Trail reaches the Laura Woodward Shelter 
(1931) (2,800 feet), 1.Ys miles from Jay Peak. Here, 
there is a glimpse of Jay Peak to the south through the 
trees and at a little distance west there is a view over 
the Black Falls Brook Valley. Laura Woodward 
Shelter is built of logs, open front, stone fireplace, water, 
bunks for 6 or 8. Jay Camp to Laura Woodward 
Shelter, 3.1 miles, 2Yz hours (southbound, 2Yz hours). 
Water is scarce along the Trail north from here, for it is 
truly a skyline path all the way to Canada. 

From the Trail north of Laura Woodward Shelter, 
Jay Peak looms 800 feet into the sky, only 1Yz miles to 
the south. In the next mile the Trail passes over three 
unnamed summits 3,000 feet, 3,380 feet, and 3,300 feet, 
respectively. Just north of the 3,300-foot peak The 
Long Trail turns squarely east and drops steeply for Yz 
mile, where it bears north again. A half mile farther the 
Trail crosses a small brook at an elevation of 2,300 feet. 

After crossing two 2,400-foot f>eaks the Trail reaches 
Shooting Star Shelter (1934) (2,200 feet). This is an 
open-front shelter, of peeled logs, with stone fireplace 
and bunks for 6 or 8. Water is found 400 feet to the east. 
There are good views to the east towards Newport 
Center and to the southwest to North Jay Peak. Laura 
Woodward Shelter to Shooting Star Shelter, 4.1 
miles, 2%'. hours (southbound, 3 hours). 

The Trail then climbs "Burnt" Mountain (2,570 
feet). This is a local name, not shown on the U. S. 
Geological Survey maps. "Burnt" Mountain has a 
bare rock lookout down Lucas Brook Valley toward 
the Sutton Mountains and Pinnacle in the west and 
northwest, North Jay southwest, and Jay Peak south. 

One and one-half miles north is the Clyde River 
Power Co. transmission line and the often impassable 
West Jay-Jay Highway (2,200 feet) which connects the 
west part of Jay, in the upper Lucas Brook Valley, 
with the main part of the township east of the mountains. 
On this road, about Yz mile west of the top of the ridge, 
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there is a campsite with good water and 1 Yz miles 
further down, the road reaches the Nutting Farm (1,200 
feet), where there is a very good. view of the. ranges 
surrounding the Lucas Brook basm and of Pinnacle 
down the valley. The distance to East Richford and the 
state highway there (Route 105) is 4 miles. 

The East Richford Road is interesting, for it is lo
cated on the Jay-Richford town line which is also the 
Orleans-Franklin county line. Approaching East 
Richford, it runs close to the International Border, 
finally crossing it for Ys of a mile, and thei:i returning_ to 
the United States. It passes one house which has a lme 
monument in its front yard. The house is in Canada but 
the only approach to it is from the United States. The 
highway, to the Nutting Farm, makes a good approach 
to The Long Trail from the west side of the state. Its 
junction with The Long Trail is about 2Yz miles south 
of the border. This highway also extends east from The 
Long Trail, down the valley of Crook Brook towards 
Jay village and provides a convenient approach to The 
Long Trail from that direction. This road is likely to 
be passable for cars up to the trail. 

The Long Trail goes directly across the Jay-West 
Jay Highway but soon turns east and climbs a 2,670-
foot unnamed peak at a distance of %'. of a mile. Before 
reaching this summit, a short side trail leads to a fine 
lookout to the south and west. Jay Peak has a very 
striking outline from here, high ab~ve the lower ridg<;s 
in front. From the 2,670-foot summit, The Long Trail 
turns northeast and holds this direction for a quarter 
of a mile, rising and falling over several pea~s whose 
height is about 2,600 feet. These are covered with forest 
so that the views are only glimpses through the trees. 
Bearing left here, the trail proceeds almost due north 
for about a mile until it comes to Post No. 592 (2,100 
feet) on the International boundary. Post 592 is 
nearly on top of a small knoll from which the Inter
national line, chopped out by the surveyors, can be 
seen as it descends to Post 592A, where Leavitt Brook 
flows into Canada, 900 feet below and %'. mile west. The 
line then rises to where Post 593 is placed on the crest 
of another range of hills 2%'. miles west of and 100 !eet 
higher than Post 592. Toward the northwest there is a 
vista of the Missisquoi Valley and the Sutton Moun
tains in Canada. Through the trees, directly north, and 
half a mile away there is the bare rock face of an un-
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named Canadian peak, 2,200 feet in altitude, while 
eastward is the slash of the chopped-out International 
boundary. 

Shooting Star Shelter to Line Post 592, 4.6 miles, 
2~ hours (southbound, 2~ hours). 

Post 592 is the end of The Long Trail which was 
finally completed in 1931, the year of the 21st birthday 
of The Green Mountain Club. 

From Post 592, an approach trail, painted blue, goes 
to the east. It follows the United States-Canadian line 
for nearly' Yz mile, part of the way in the woods just 
south of the surveyor's slash and the rest of the way 
along the line. At Post 591 (1,800 feet) the Trail turns 
to the right and in an eighth of a mile comes to a cellar 
hole on the old Place Farm. It then follows down the 
old road that formerly connected this farm with the 
outside world. Another eighth of a mile below the cellar 
hole the road crosses a brook and turning due east, 
comes to Journey's End Camp (1,550 feet) (1933), a 
frame camp with stove and bunks for 10 or 12; water in 
brook to the north. From the camp there is a splendid 
view to the northeast of Elephantis (Sugar Loaf), 
Owl's Head and Bear Mountain, in Canada. 

Shooting Star Shelter to Journey's End Camp, 5.3 
miles, 37.( hours (southbound, 3Yz hours). 

Six-tenths mile below is an abandoned house on the 
left where the road and Trail turn sharply to the south. 
In another mile, at the Cote Farm, the road becomes 
passable for automobiles. The North Jay Schoolhouse 
is .2 mile beyond on the left and then in another .2 
mile there is a junction with a better highway running 
north and south. This intersection is 2 miles from 
Journey's End Camp and 2Yz miles from North Troy. 
North Troy is reached by going north from this junction 
and taking the first turn to the right. Jay Village is 3 
miles down the road south from the junction. Line 
Post 592 to highway, 2~ miles, lYz hours (opposite 
direction, 2 hours). 

TAKE GREAT CARE IN THE OPEN PLACES 
AND ON BARE PEAKS 
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NOTES 

DO NOT CUT LIVING TREES 
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Sec pages 107-109 for complete schedule of distances 
and hiking times. 

The Long Trail is described from south to north. 
Read up from bottom of page. 

Tillotson Shelter to 
Canadian Border 

Cote Farm: End of auto road, 2 ~ mi. from Post I 
592; 3 rm. from North Troy ........ . 

Journey's End Camp. 74 mi. from Post 592, on I 
approach trail from North Troy . . . . . . . 

Line Post 591. Y2 mi. from Post 592, on approach 
trail from Nor th Troy . . . . . . . . . . . 

" 0 . ., 
"' ~ 

1258.ol 
end of The Long Trail. Approach trail 2 ~ mi. 

International Boundary, Line Post 592. North! ! ! 
cast to North Jay school, 2 '4 mi. more by auto 
to North Troy . . . • . . . . . . . . . . 2100 257. 5 

Highway. To Jay, east, and to the Nutting Farm,\ I 
west. 2 mi. from Nutting Farm .. ..... 2200 254. 9 

Shooting Star Shelter (1934). Fireplace, bunks for I 
8 •..•............. .. . 2200 252. 9 

North Jay Ridge . . . . . . . . . . . 133001250. 3 I 
Laura Woodward Shelter (1931) . . . . l2800l248.8I 
Jay Peak. Superb views in all directions. .138611247.31 
Jay Village Trail Junction . . . . . . . I 1246.81 
Jay Camp (1936). Approach trail by old highway 

to Deuso Farm .............. 2211 245. 6 
Double Top Spur (Jay View) . 126801244. 8 I 
Domey's Dome. Views north and northeast . 128801243. 7 I 
Splatterfoot. North Lookout. . . . . I 1242. 7 I 
Splatterfoot. Summit . . . . . . . . . . 129401242. 5 I 
South Splatterfoot . . . . . . . . . . . . I 2900 I 242. 0 I 
Hazen's Notch Camp (1948). Stove, bunks for 8, I 

water. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1500 239. 2 
Hazen's Notch. 6 mi. to Lowell; 6 mi. to Mont·1 I 

gomery Center ............... 1780 238. 7 
Haystack Mt. . . . . . . I 32231236. 9 I 
Tillotson Peak . . . . . I 3040 I 234. 6 I 
Tillotson Camp (1939) . . 126001234. 2 I 

BE CAREFUL 
THINK OF THE NEXT FELLOW 
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Tillotson Camp to Canadian Border 

>LONG TRAll> 
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