
Division XI 

FRENCH CAMP TO TILLOTSON CAMP 

The Long Trail north from French Camp goes 
down an old highway to the Cambridge-Johnson 
Road (Route 15) which it follows eastward, to a steel 
bridge where it crosses the Lamoille River. At the first 
house after reaching Route 15, lives Ellis Sargent, 
Johnson Vt, R.D.2 who will hold letters and parcels 
for the hiker. He has a telephone. This is 2 miles west 
of Johnson and is the southern end of the Marjorie 
Hulburd Section of The Long Trail, named in 
memory of Miss Marjorie Hulburd. Her father, Hon. 
R. W. Hulburd, of Hyde Park, furnished funds for 
constructing the Trail from the Lamoille River to 
Belvidere Mountain. 

Across the river, the trail turns left and follows the 
Johnson-Waterville Road on the river's north bank 
for a mile. It leaves the highway at Ithiel Falls Camp 
Ground and goes up a wood road to the right. In %'.: 
mile it reaches Prospect Rock (1,075 feet), with a fine 
view down the Lamoille Valley. A little way north the 
Trail enters the Johnson-Ed. Derby Road, follows it 
toward the left and then leaves it northward at a point 
3i mile east of Derby's house. (Abandoned). 

The Long Trail leaves Derby's Road, crosses a ridge, 
and in 2.4 miles intersects another Waterville-Johnson 
Road near the Emery and Barrows farms. The Trail 
follows the road a short distance to the left, then turns 
right, across a pasture. A white target on the far side 
of little Judevine Brook marks the way across the open 
pasture and the beginning of a wood road. A third of a 
mile up the wood road is a big, cold spring on the right 
and Barrows Camp (1,440 feet) on the left. (Closed 
frame camp, built 1931, stove, spring water, bunks for 
10 or 12.) From the west end of the camp there is a 
view of the three peaks of the Sterling Range, White
face, Morse and Madonna, from left to right. French 
Camp to Barrows Camp, 7.2 miles, 43i hours (south
bound, 43i hours). 

The Trail follows the wood road north from Barrows 
Camp, rises to 1,900 feet in a mile and then drops 700 
feet in the next mile to the Codding Hollow Road. 
Automobiles can reach the Trail here from Waterville 
at the west but probably cannot from Johnson at the 
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east. Northward, beyond a field, the Trail enters the 
forest by a wood road which it follows about a mile. A 
little farther on there are some striking cliffs under 
which the Trail leads to Laraway Lookout. Here is a 
very fine view down the North Branch of the Lamoille 
River with an unusual angle on Mount Mansfield. At 
the Lookout, the Trail turns north, then east and in 
about Yz mile passes over Laraway Mountain (2,790 
feet). It follows the summit ridge (Laraway North 
Lookout) for 2%; miles and then drops to Parker Camp 
(1,800 feet), a frame camp, built in 1932; cook stove 
and bunks for 12; water in brook 200 feet back along 
the Trail. 

Barrows Camp to Parker Camp, 7.2 miles, 4%; hours 
(southbound, 4Yz hours). 

An approach trail (blue blazes) leads out, south, Yz 
mile to end of passable road. The Johnson-Codding 
Hollow Road at the site of the Davis Neighborhood 
Schoolhouse is 1 Yz miles beyond. This approach makes 
possible a good round trip hike. Leave the car at Davis 
Neighborhood, go up to Parker Camp, take The 
Long Trail over Laraway, come down to Codding 
Hollow, follow the road east to the car. Distance, 8 or 
9 miles, 5 Yz hours. 

The Trail climbs from Parker Camp to the 2,715-
foot peak of Butternut Mountain, where there is a 
good view toward the north. Three miles further on it 
passes over the summit of Bowen Mountain (2,300 
feet). From Bowen Mountain, the Trail runs 3.2 miles 
northeast to Ritterbush Camp (1,175 feet). The ap
proach to the camp is through Devil's Gulch, an inter
esting fern-filled, rock-walled passage. The Camp is 
above Devil's Gulch Brook and a little way back from 
Ritterbush Pond; fine view from the camp. (Frame 
camp, stove, bunks for 10 or 12.) Parker Camp to 
Ritterbush Camp, 7Yz miles, 4Yz hours (southbound, 5 
hours). 

The Trail passes along the north shore of Ritterbush 
Pond, climbs steeply to Ritterbush Lookout on a cliff 
overlooking the Pond and then over a ridge (1,600 
feet), 2.4 miles to Vermont Highway No. 118 (Eden
Belvidere) at Frying Pan Brook (1,200 feet). Eden 
(store, phone and bus) is 5Yz miles east by the road. 

The Long Trail crosses Frying Pan Brook and 
Route 118 by the same bridge, enters the woods and 
picks up a wood road which it follows northerly for a 
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mile. It then turns to the right and finally reaches a 
trail four-corners in the saddle (3, 100 feet) between 
Belv~dere's two ~ummits. A steep trail to the right goes 
Ys mile to the mam peak (3,360 feet) where the Marjorie 
Hulburd Section ends. There is a fire warden's tower 
and cabin on the summit with an exceptionally fine view 
from the tower. It includes the Green Mountains even 
south of Camel's Hump, the Adirondacks and Lake 
Champlain, Elephantis (or Sugar Loaf) and Owl's 
Head in Canada, and all of the White Mountains. 

There are two other trails at the junction in Belvi
dere'.s saddle. One, bearing slightly left, passes a spring 
(dry m dry weather) and then goes 2Yz miles over the 
easterly slope to the Warner Homestead. This is not on 
Route 100 between Eden Mills and Lowell but is on a 
secondary road connecting them, and west of Route 100. 
Distance from Warner's to Eden Mills, 6 miles to 
Lowell, 4 miles. ' 

The trail that leads off sharply to the left from the 
four-corners in Belvidere's saddle is The Long Trail 
North, painted white as usual. It curves with the ridge, 
northerly, for 2Yz miles until it approaches a very small 
pond (2,620 feet), near which is located Tillotson 
Camp (2,650 feet), stove, water and bunks for 12. 

Ritterbush Camp to Tillotson Camp, 7.7 miles, SYz 
hours (southbound, 4%; hours). 

USE DEADWOOD AND WINDFALLS 

An old time hiker suggests: "Where deadwood is 
not available, maple and birch, cut and split fine, 
will dry fast. The small soft maple, dead but still 
standing, makes good fuel. 'Fat' spruce stumps make 
excellent kindling.'' 
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See pages 107-109 for complete schedule of distances 
and hiking times. 

French Camp to 
Tillotson Camp 

Read up from bottom of page. 

Tillotson Peak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I 3040 I 234. 6 I 22. 9 
Tillotson Camp (1939). . . . . .126501234.21 23.3 

Belvidere Mt. Tower and fire warden's cabin.13360 I I 
North end of Marjorie Hulburd Section of 
Long Trail. 

Belvidere Mt. Jct. Summit .2 mi. to the right · 1 1231. s 1 26. 0 
Forester's trail to Warner Farm, 272 mi. 

Belvidere-Eden Highway (Vt. Rt. No. 118).1 I [ 
Frying Pan Brook . . . . . 1330 229. 0 28. 5 

Ritterhush Lookout. . . I 1227.21 30.3 
Ritter hush Pond . . . . I 1041 I 226. 9 I 30. 6 
Ritterbush Camp (1933) . I 1226. 6 I 30. 9 
Devil's Gulch . I I 226. 4 I 31. 1 
Bowen Mt. . . . . . . 123001223. 5 I 34. 0 
Butternut Mt. . .127151220.SI 37.0 
Parker Camp (1932) .118001219.21 38.3 
Laraway Mt. No. Lookout . I 1216.5 I 41.0 
Laraway Mt. and Lookout .128001216.41 41.1 
Laraway Mt. So. Lookout . . I 1216.0J 41.5 
Codding Hollow.Road to Waterville . l 1200 J214.ll 43.4 
Barrows Camp (1931) . . . . . . . . J1440j212.0J 45.5 
Waterville-Johnson Road. Near Emery and Bar· 1 I I 

rowsFarms ......... ...... 1254 211.6 45.9 
Ed. Derby's Road . . . . . . . . . . . J 960 J 209. 3 I 48. 2 
Prospect Rock. Views of Lamoille Valley . I 107 5 I 209. 0 I 48. 5 
Ithiel Falls Camp Ground . . . . . . . I 5101208.21 49.3 
Johnson. 2 mi. east. Pop. 1530 . I I I 
Lamoille River Bridge. South end of Marjorie I I 

Hulburd Section of Long Trail . . . . . . 500 207. 3 50. 2 

Long Trail follows road 72 mi. east to bridge. 
Johnson~Jeffersonville Highway (Vt. Rt. No. 15) .! I 

Ellis Sargent, Johnson, Vt. . . . . . . . . . 500 206. 7 50. 8 
French Camp (1931) ............ 112001204.81 52.7 
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French Camp to Tillotson Shelter 

Thei.&!s..ThMl.from /he Lomoille 
River lo Belvidere Mt. is co/led /he 
MAtuOlflE HuLBURO .Se.cT10N,i11 memory 

of Mi.u Marjorie Hvlburd,a lover of the 
Crreen Mt.s. lt wo.s built with fvnds fur
n;,httl by her father, Hon.R.WHvlbvrd, 
of Hyde Park. 
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French Camp to Tillotson Shelter 

SCALE OF MILE.~ 
---- LON/I TRAIL 
----- SIDI! TRAIL.S 

- MAIN tilctHWAYe 

• ~~~~~:~R.t,~~:: ! 
jl!' 0Pf..N 5Ht.1.TU:S ~ 
0 ftOAfitD lli: f\OOM4 . 
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