
Division VII 

BRANDON-ROCHESTER HIGHWAY TO 
COOLEY GLEN SHELTER 

Fom the summit of the Brandon-Rochester High
way, The Long Trail, still in the Green Mountain 
National Forest, ascends steeply northward to the 
Great Cliff of Mount Horrid. Fine views. A side trail 
to the east runs along the edge of the cliff. The Trail 
continues along the skr line over the peaks of Mount 
Horrid, Cape Lookoff, White Rocks, on the north 
slope of which it leaves the Green Mountain National 
Forest and enters the Battell Park area, continuing 
on over Romance Mountain and descending into 
Romance Gap. Excellent lookouts on each peak. From 
Romance Gap it leads around on good grade to Sucker 
Brook Shelter. Sunrise Camp to Sucker Brook 
Shelter, 6.4 miles, 4 hours (southbound, 4;\i hours). 

Sucker Brook Shelter (1921), peeled logs, open front, 
bunks for 10 or 12 persons; good water. 

The Long Trail ascends around Sucker Brook 
Basin and then bears northward for Lake Pleiad Camp 
and the Middlebury-Hancock Pass. The Trail ascends 
gradually and then steeply to the Summit of Worth 
Mountain. South Worth, Hancock and Monastery 
Lookouts on this mountain furnish excellent views, the 
first over Romance Gap and the mountains to the south, 
the last two over Hancock Valley to the east. 1.6 miles 
north from the summit, at a point where the Trail begins 
an abrupt descent to Lake Pleiad, is a short side trail 
on the left to Lake Pleiad Lookout, with a fine view of 
Pleiad Lake, Breadloaf Mountain and the Hancock 
Valley. A short distance beyond Lake Pleiad the Trail 
reaches Lake Pleiad Camp and 73 mile farther, the 
summit of the Middlebury-Hancock Pass (Middle
bury Gap). 

Lake Pleiad Camp, open-closed front, has bunks 
for 12 persons stove and simple cooking utensils. Water 
500 feet to the south. Lake Pleiad is a gem of beauty 
stocked with trout. Permit for fishing can be obtained 
at Breadloaf Inn or from the Hancock Town Clerk for 
a small fee. 

Sucker Brook Shelter to Lake Pleiad Camp, 4.1 
miles 2;!4' hours (southbound 2;!4' hours). 
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Middlebury Gap is the gateway to the Battell Park 
and the Green Mountain National Forest. These 
together are a superb stand largely of first growth 
timber which extends from Mount Roosevelt on the 
north to White Rocks Mountain on the south and con
tains some 31,000 acres. This forest with Breadloaf Inn 
and a number of smaller detached tracts was bequeathed 
to Middlebury College by the late Col. Joseph Batte!!. 
One of the smaller tracts, detached from the mam 
forest and comprising over 4,000 acres, extends along 
the ridge of Lincoln Mountain, north from Lincoln
Warren Pass to the northern slope of Mount Ellen. 
The most of the Battell Forest, other than the Battell 
Park has been sold to the United States Forest Service 
and is now included in the Green Mountain National 
Forest. (The "Snow Bowl," ski development of Middle
bury College lies on south side of highway, ;\i mi. west 
of summit of Middlebury Gap, intermediate and speed 
trails, tows.) . 

Middlebury Gap west to Breadloaf Inn, 2.6 rmles 
(post office, phone, supplies); stage tw~ce daily to 
Middlebury (11 miles) on. ~utland !lailroad,. good 
hotels. Guide books and Trail mformation at Middle.
bury Inn. East Middlebury (Waybury Inn), 7 rm. 
west. . 

Middlebury Gap west to Ripton Village, 4)1 rmles; 
M. Edson Day, store, Ji>OStoffice. Middl~bury Gap e.ast 
to Hancock (6.5 miles), whence there is a bus 4 miles 
farther to Rochester. Autos can deliver passengers at 
Middlebury Gap from railroad points on either side of 
the Trail. 

Middlebury is the seat of old Middlebury College, 
which has famous summer schools, there, and at Bread
loaf Inn. It is a quiet, attractive town on the main line 
of the Rutland R.R. between Boston or New York, and 
Montreal. For further information, write Prof. P. 
Conant Voter, Sec'y, Lake Pleiad Section, Green 
Mt. Club. 

For an inspiring near view of Lake Champlain and 
the Adirondacks a side trip may be made to Snake 
Mountain, 10 miles west of Middlebury in the town 
of Addison. A 2-mile walk up an old road leads to 
summit, where a magnificent view inc~uding the sky 
line of a large portion of The Long Trail may b~ had. 

As The Long Trail continues north from Middle
bury Gap, it soon begins to ascend a ridge. In about Y2 
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mile at a sharp turn, a side trail leads to Silent Cliff 
and Cave, whence there is a striking view of Monastery 
Gap and the mountains to the south. About 1 Yz miles 
farther on, the Trail leads to Burnt Hill Lookout, with 
a fine view to the west over the Ripton Basin. A short 
distance north of the Lookout, the Burnt Hill ap
proach trail (blue blazes) diverges to Breadloaf Inn, 
three miles distant. This trail may be used by those who 
approach The Long Trail from Middlebury and 
Breadloaf Inn, and wish to go to Boyce Shelter and 
points north on the Trail. In another mile from the 
junction with the Burnt Hill Trail, The Long Trail 
reaches Boyce Shelter. A short distance before reaching 
Boyce Shelter the hiker notices a side trail that diverges 
west to join the Burnt Hill Trail leading to Breadloaf 
Inn. Distance from Burnt Hill or Boyce Shelter to 
Inn, about 3 miles. 

Boyce Shelter (1941), open front, peeled logs; bunks 
for 6 or 8, stove and good water; in dry season, water 
farther down brook. 

Lake Pleiad Camp to Boyce Shelter, 3.6 miles, 2Yz 
hours (southbound, 2 hours). Allow Yz hour extra for 
side trip to Silent Cliff. Middlebury Gap to Boyce 
Shelter, 37i miles, 27i hours (southbound, 1%; hours). 

North from Boyce Shelter, the Trail passes over 
Mount Boyce and the two peaks of Battell Mountain. 
Between the north and south peaks of the latter, a short 
side trail runs eastward to Sky Light Pond, a pretty 
little lake only slightly lower than the north peak of 
the mountain itself. From Battell Mountain the Trail 
runs north and then ascends steeply to the southeast 
end of the ridge of Breadloaf Mountain, whence it 
goes in a north-westerly direction to the summit, from 
which superb views are to be had in all directions. On 
a short trail to the west is the West Lookout over the 
Champlain Valley. 

Breadloaf Mountain and The Long Trail can be 
reached from the west by way of South Lincoln and the 
approach trail through Breadloaf Glen described be
low. This approach trail connects with The Long Trail 
at the head of the glen, above Emily Proctor Shelter 
and near Breadloaf Shelter. There are store, telephone 
and postoffice at South Lincoln. -

In going north from Breadloaf Mountain, the hiker 
r·etraces the trail by which he came, and after a few 
rods finds the fork where The Long Trail diverges to 
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the north. A half mile of easy walking brings him to 
Breadloaf Shelter, at the head of Breadloaf Glen. 
Just before reaching the Shelter, The Long Trail leaves 
Battell Park and re-enters the Green Mountain 
National Forest. This Shelter (1931) has accommoda
tions for 12, cook-stove, simple cooking utensils; good 
water near by. 

At this point the approach trail from South Lincoln 
joins The Long Trail. Those approaching The Long 
Trail from Bristol and South Lincoln go in by way of 
an old lumber road. New approach trail built and 
maintained by U. S. Forest Service. At 4.2 miles from 
South Lincoln a side path diverges to the right directly 
into the Glen to Emily Proctor Shelter, located at a 
waterfall in a deep gorge. This shelter is provided with a 
stove, cooking utensils and bunks for 10 or 12. From 
the point where the side trail to Emily Proctor Shelter 
diverges, the approach trail continues on up, slabbing 
the slope of the ravine and in about %: mile reaches 
Breadloaf Shelter. 

Boyce Shelter to Breadloaf Shelter, 3.9 miles, 2Yz 
hours (southbound, 2Yz hours). 

From Breadloaf Shelter, The Long Trail ascends 
the south slope of Mount Woodrow Wilson, whence it 
passes over the summit of that mountain and of Mount 
Theodore Roosevelt to Cooley Glen. 

This portion of the Trail has many fine views, notably 
from Mount Wilson northeast and south, and from 
Mount Roosevelt (Killington view) east and south. 
Cooley Glen Shelter (1949) is an open front, built of 
peeled logs, with bunks for 6 or 8. Water 150 yards to 
the west. Look out for porcupines. (No, they can't 
throw their quills.) 

Breadloaf Shelter to Cooley Glen Shelter, 5.6 miles, 
3%; hours (southbound, 3%; hours). 

BE CAREFUL 
THINK OF THE OTHER FELLOW 
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See pages 107-109 for complete schedule of distances 
and hiking times. 

Brandon-Rochester Highway to 
Cooley Glen Shelter 
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Cooley Glen Shelter (1949). Bunks for 6 or 8 .. l3130Jl39.2l118.3 
Mt. Grover Cleveland . . . . . . . l3510l138.7ll18.8 
Mt. Theodore Roosevelt (Killington View) . . . J3580I135. 61!21. 9 
Mt. Woodrow Wilson. Fine views ....... J3756l134.4J123.1 
Breadloaf Shelter (1931). Stove, cooking utensils.J3300l133.6l123.9 
Emily Proctor Shelter, in Breadloaf Glen .. 6 mi., I I 

from Long Trail. Side trail continues out to So. 
Lincoln . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2560 

Breadloaf Mountain. Northwest Peak. West view I / I 
over Lake Champlain on side trail . . . . . . 3823 132. 9 124. 6 

Battell Mt. Lookout to west . . . . . . . . . I 3471 J I 
Skylight Pond, on short side trail, between peaks 

of Ba ttell Mt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3370 
Mt. Boyce. Lookout to west ........ . J3200J130.5l127.0 
Boyce Shelter (1941). South of shelter, approach I I 

trail (blue blazes) leads westerly to Breadloaf 
Inn. 3 mi. by Burnt Hill Trail . . . . . . . . 2930 129. 7 127. 8 

Just north of Burnt Hill Lookout approach trail I I 
(blue blazes) 3 mi. to Breadloaflnn . . . . . 129.0 128.5 

Burnt Hill Lookout, 2 mi. from Middlebury Gap. 2980 128. 7 128. 8 
Halfway from Mass. Line to Canada. 

Silent Cliff Jct.; Cliff on side trail . . . . . . . J 2450I127. 3I130. 2 
Middlebury Gap. 2.6 mi. to ......... l2140l126.5ll31.0 
Breadloaf Inn, Breadloaf, Vt., Middlebury 12 mi., I \ 

Daily stage. Ripton village 4 Yo mi. . . . . . . 1400 
Middlebury. Pop. 3600, R.R., Hotels . I 366 I I 
Lake Pleiad Camp (1919) . . . . . . . . l2140J126.2l131.3 
Lake Pleiad, trout preserve near camp . 12128I125. 91131.6 
Pleiad Lookout, great north and east view . l2450Jl25. 4I132.1 
Monastery and Hancock Lookouts. . J3230l124.4l133.1 
Worth Mountain . . . . . . I 3300I123. 9I133. 6 
South Worth Lookout . . . . . . . J I 123. 4J134. 1 
Sucker Brook Shelter (1921) . . . . l2370l122.1 Jl35.4 
Romance Gap, trail swings on to sky line . I 2650 I 121. 2 J 136. 3 
Romance Mt.Lookout to west . l3000l120.7l136.8 
White Rocks Mt., 3 fine lookouts . . . . J3307Jl20.0J137.5 
Cape Lookoff Mt. and Lookout. . . . . I 3298 J 118. 4 I 139 . 1 
Mt. Horrid Great Cliff1, sid_e trail to east . . J 2880 I 117. 3I140. 2 
Goshen Pass, Du Val approach trail . . . . 12184J116. 7I140. 8 
Brandon. Pop. 3300, 9 mi. west Brandon Inn . I 394 I I 
Goshen Four Corners. 2 mi. west. Geo. Baker 

(rooms, meals). Brandon, R. F. D. 
Rocheoter, 10 mi. cast. Pop. 1000 ....... I 
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Brandon-Rochester Highway (Goshen Pass) to Cooley Glen Shelter 


