
Division IV 

NOTCH (MAD TOM) SHELTER TO WAL
LINGFORD-EAST WALLINGFORD ROAD 

The Trail passing north in a stiff climb of 10 
miles brings one to the top of Styles Peak, at an 
elevation of 3,404 feet. From here there is an 
outlook in nearly every direction. Then, continu
ing northward, the Trail drops down a mile into a 
saddle and up ~ mile to the top of Peru Peak 
(sometimes called Mount Tabor). 

From Peru Peak the Trail descends 1.4 miles to 
Griffith Lake Shelter, located about 100 feet south 
of the Trail. This shelter is built of logs and has 
an outside fireplace; water in the small brook just 
in front of the shelter. Notch (Mad Tom) Shelter 
to Griffith Lake Shelter, 40 miles, 3 hours (south
bound, 3 hours). 

From Griffith Lake Shelter the Trail descends 
.7 mile to Lake Griffith (Buffum Pond), crossing 
Roaring Branch at a point about 74 mile east of 
the lake. 

All this territory is included in the Green Moun
tain National Forest. See note on page 16. 

The Trail skirts the east shore of the lake to 
the north end, where several trails meet. Notice 
the signs. A side trail leads around the lake to a 
barn and the old Griffith Lake House, now falling 
to ruin, on the west shore. Beyond, south ·of the 
house, is a spring. North of the barn an approach 
trail leads westerly down the mountain to Danby, 
5 miles. In case of emergency shelter may be 
found in the barn. At the north end of the lake 
again, a trail leads easterly down to "Long Hole," 
a long, marshy deadwater on Roaring Brook. From 
the same junction of trails The Long Trail runs 
north over high ground, dropping in about ~ mile 
to Roaring Branch, which it crosses and then fol-
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lows down the old logging road on the east side 
of the brook, 3~ miles to Old Jo~ Shelter, O_Pen 
front with bunks and fireplace outside, located m a 
large deserted clearing where once was ~ prosper
ous lumbering village called Griffith, for its own.er, 
a prominent lumberman of. Danby. T~e remams 
of the mill, and charcoal kilns may still be s:en. 
Griffith Lake Shelter to Old Job Shelter, 5.2 miles, 
2~ hours (southbound, 374 hours). 

Passing down through the clearing 1.2 miles 
along the old highway, The Long Trail crosses Big 
Branch, turns north and in .4 mile ent~rs a highway 
which it follows west about 1 mile. Here 1t 
leaves the road and, crossing Black Branch, turns 
north 2 miles, most of the way besides a small 
brook, to the lovely Little Rock Pond, with its 
precipitous ledges along the shore. 

The Trail runs along the west shore of the Pond. 
The U. S. Forest Service has built Little Rock 
Pond Shelter, of logs, with an outside fireplace, on 
a small island at the northwest end of the Pond. 
The island is reached by a foot-bridge from the 
mainland. A side trail has been built around the 
Pond on the east, leaving The Long Trail at the 
southeast corner and rejoining it at the northeast 
corner. Old Job Shelter to Little Rock Pond Shel
ter, 5 miles, 2~ hours (southbound, 20 hours). 

Here a side trail leads to the left down to South 
Wallingford, 3 miles, while The Long Trail leads 
to the right, northeasterly, 1 mile to the "Aldrich 
Job," now in ruins. Just beyond, it crosses the 
brook and then crosses the old abandoned South 
Wallingford-Wallingford Pond Road, swings north 
and then northwest as it climbs the southerly ridge 
of White Rocks Mountain, and continues on the 
ridge some 2 miles to the brink of the great cliff. 
Here the hiker beholds a wide panorama of the 
Otter Creek Valley and the hills and mountains 
beyond. The north end of these cliffs is one of the 
few points from which can be seen all six of the 
peaks in the group named by the Vermont Legisla-
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ture the "Coolidge Range," in honor of President 
Coolidge, whose old home is a few miles to the 
east, in Plymouth. The peaks are, in order of 
height, Killington (4,241), Pico (3,967), Little Kil
lington (3,951), Mendon (3,837), Shrewsbury (3,737), 
and Salt Ash Peak (3,226). 

Passing around the north edge of the cliff, bear
ing east and descending rapidly, the Trail passes 
near Greenwall Shelter constructed .by the United 
States Forest Service, and in about 0 mile comes 
out of the woods at the Bulley Farm (buildings 
torn down). Little Rock Pond Shelter to Green
wall Shelter, 5.2 miles, 3y.( hours (southbound, 3 
hours). 

The hiker should now watch carefully for white 
blazes on barns, fences and rocks, since for over a 
mile the Trail runs through open pastures and 
crosses several side roads before reaching the ex
cellent Wallingford-East Wallingford (Wallingford 
Gulf) Road (Vt. Route No. 103-A) at a point half 
way between Wallingford and East Wallingford. 

Greenwall Shelter to Wallingford-East Walling
ford Road, l;Y.l miles, 1 hour (southbound, ly.( 
hours). 

At Wallingford, 3 miles west on the Rutland Rail
road, is the fine and comfortable True Temper Inn, 
which maintains a shower room free to hikers. 

An unofficial side trail from Wallingford Gulf 
Road to The Long Trail on White Rocks has been 
built and marked by the boys of Keewaydin Camps, 
Wallingford. This leaves the Gulf Road about two 
miles from Wallingford and passes through a 
recreation area of the Green Mountain National 
Forest. 

In the house where the Trail crosses the Wal
lingford-East Wallingford Road live Mr. and Mrs. 
W. V. Stork. The Storks have some food for sale 
ant! will hold mail or parcels to be called for by 
hikers. They will take emergency calls and deliver 
them to the hiker, if he stops there, and they keep 
a Trail Register. 
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The Long Trail is described from south to north. 
Read up from bottom of page. 

See pages 127-129 for complete schedule of dis
tances and hiking times. 

Notch (Mad Tom) Shelter to 
Wallingford-East Wallingford Road 

Buffum Shelter (1922) •••..•.•.•••.•.•••.••.•.•.••• 11600175.71181.8 

wp~:.g:s~t T;~~· "i~·;,·p~;. i',;~ .................. ·I 58°1 I 
Wallingford-E. Wallingford Highway .....•.••.. · 11300175.01182.5 

Mr. and Mrs. W. V. Stork. 3 mi. to Walling-
ford or East Wallingford 

Bulley Farm Ruins ... ... ...................•..•. . ll730l73.6Jl83.9 
Greenwall Shelter ................................. I 173.21184.3 
White Rocks Cliffs ..............................• \2500172.2\185.3 

Good views. Fine view of Coolidge Range I 
White Rocks Mt. . ................•....•.......... l2662J70.8J 186.7 
Aldrich Job (ruins) ............................... ll800l69.3ll88.l 

South Wallingford •••. · · · ·• · · • · • • · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1 5801 I 
4 mi. from Trail by old lumber road 

Little Rock Pond Shelter (1935) ..••••••••••.••••• ,1810\68.0\189.4 
On island, northwest shore 

Little Rock Pond (South End) .................... 11810167.61189.9 
Black Branch Crossing .............•............ ,1500\65.6\191.9 

3 mi. lo Danby 
Old Job Shelter (1935) ••••.•••••••.••••••.•••••••• ,1650\63.1\194.4 

5 mi. to Danby 
Danby Approach Trail .......................... .. I I I 
Long Hole ........................................ J J59.4J198.1 
Griffith Lake (Buffum Pond) ...... .... .......... 12650158.61198.9 
Griffith Lake Shelter (1935) ...•.••.••.•••••.•..•• I 157.91199.6 
Peru Peak (Mt. Tabor) ........................... 13584156.51200.9 
Styles Peak ..... . ......................•.... ...... 13404154.81202.7 
Notch (Mad Tom) Shelter (1934) .•.••.•.....•..•• 12400153.41204.1 
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Notch (Mad Tom) Shelter to Wallingford-East Wallingford 
Road 
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