
Division I 

BLACKINTON AND WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS., 
TO BENNINGTON-WILMINGTON, VT., 

HIGHWAY (VT. 9) 

The south end of The Long Trail proper is 
located at the point where the Vermont-Masaachu
aetta State Line crosses the ridge of the Green Moun· 
tains. This point is in the woods north of Blackin· 
ton, Mass., and is reached by two approach trails; 
(a) from the main highway at Blackinton, Maas., 
30 miles west of North Adams, and (b) from the 
main highway at Williamstown Station, 5 miles 
west of North Adams. 

(a) The Appalachian Trail is used for this ap
proach to The Long Trail. From opposite the 
Blackinton Mfg. Co., the Trail follows Wood St. 
(hard-surfaced road) north for 0.1 mile and where 
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Wood St. turns left, continues ahead on an old 
wood road under a power line. It then ascends 
gradually through forest to the top of the ridge, 
where Pine Cobble appears to the west. 

On reaching telephone line, it follows the line 
to the left to junction with trail (b). Here it turns 
right, across rough, barren land, marked by cairns, 
for about a mile, and enters woods; after a mile 
of easy trail through the woods, it reaches the 
State Line, and The Long Trail begins. A cleared 
lane through the woods marks the State Line and 
a sign indicates the beginning of The Long Trail. 
Blackinton to junction of (a) and (b), 1% miles; 
to State Line, 3.3 miles, 20 hours (southbound, 
1% hours). This approach trail is marked by white 
blazes. 

(b) From the bridge over the B. & M. tracks 
just north of Williamstown Station the trail goes 
east across the main road and enters a short street. 
Beyond the last house it turns right into a wood 
road which slabs upward, northeast, to Pine· Cob
ble, about 2 miles. From Pine Cobble the trail 
runs along a ridge north by east about % mile to 
junction with trail (a) at the telephone line· this 
path is across barren land and is marked in 'some 
places by cairns. 

This trail, marked by "W" on trees, is main
tained by the Williams Outing Club, and the Green 
Mountain Club assumes no responsibility for its 
condition. 

From the State Line The Long Trail runs north 
~hrough the woods 2 miles to a wood road, which 
1t follows to the left (right to North Adams 
5 miles), 1 mile to Seth Warner Camp (stove and 
bunks for 12). State Line to Seth Warner Ca.mp 
3 miles, 10 hours (southbound, 1% hours). ' 

The camp stands in a clearing from which Mt. 
Greylock can be seen to the south, Williamstown 
to the southwest and "The Dome" to the west. 
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There is a trail up "The Dome" maintained by the 
Williams College Outing Club and marked with 
a "\V." 

Be careful of refuse around this camp, for it 
stands on North Adams' water supply reservation. 
The Trail, continuing north 0.4 mile, crosses the 
old County Road (impassable for most autos; 
Pownal Center 6):1,( miles west; Stamford 5 miles 
cast), and continues on a wood road and blazed 
trail 4 miles through the woods, to Sucker Pond 
(no swimming; Bennington water supply). The 
Trail skirts the west side of the pond, follows an 
old road 1 mile, then bears right from road (old 
road on left to Bennington, 5 miles) through the 
woods Y, mile to Thendara Shelter (stove, bunks 
for 10). Fine view of Bennington valley. The 
spring is off the Trail to the west, 100 yards south 
of the Shelter. Seth Warner Camp to Thendara 
Shelter, 6 miles, 3Y, hours (southbound, 3):1,( hours). 
State Line to Thendara Shelter, 9 miles, 5 hours 
(southbound, 5 hours). 

Leaving Thendara Shelter the Trail follows 
abandoned Bennington-Heartwellville road east
ward for a short distance, then turns sharp left, 
and after 2.3 miles reaches Harmon Hill, from 
which there is a very fine view of Bennington 
valley, including the Battle Monument, to the west, 
and of the Green Mountains to the north and 
east. The hiker should use great care in crossing 
Harmon Clearing, as one can easily miss the Trail 
in this spot. From the top of Harmon Hill the 
Trail winds down the east side, finally descending 
a rather steep grade to the Bennington-Wilming
ton highway (Vt. route No. 9), 13.8 miles from the 
State Line. 

At the foot of the steep grade, there is a fine 
spring about 100 feet off the Trail to the left. (The 
dirt road leading to Fay Fuller Camp is a short 
distance to the left from where the Trail comes 
out on the Bennington-Wilmington highway.) 
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Auto camp, where supplies can be bought, y,( mile 
to the west, on the main highway. 

Thendara Shelter to Bennington-Wilmington 
Highway, 4.9 miles, 2:y,j. hours (southbound, 3 hours). 

The headquarters of the Bennington Section of 
the Green Mountain Club are at the office of Waldo 
Holden, 100 South St., Bennington, Vt. Guide 
books m:iy be obtained at the Bennington Bureau 
of Information, which is open during the summer 
months at 207 South St., from Dr. L H. Ross, 
507 Main St., at the Bennington Book Shop, 427 
Main St., or at Mr. Holden's office. 

Bennington is a thriving city with hotels, The 
Putnam and W alloomsac Inn, besides numerous 
rooming houses and auto camps. It is famous for 
its historical associations, particularly in connection 
with the Battle of Bennington, fought August 16, 
1777, and commemorated by a beautiful battle 
monument more than 300 feet high. The Benning
ton Museum contains valuable historical collections, 
especially documents and papers relating to the 
early history of Vermont, and is well worth a 
Yisit. Bennington is on the Rutland Railroad, and 
has motor bus connections with Rutland, Williams
town and North Adams, Mass., and Troy, N. Y. 
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Because most hikers on the Trail tramp north
ward, THE LONG TRAIL is described from south 
to north. To make the tabulations agree with the 
descriptions and maps, read from the bottom of 
the page up. 

See pages 130-131 for complete schedule of dis
tances and hiking times. 

Blackinton and Williamstown, Mass., 
to Bennington-Wilmington Highway 

Fay Fuller Camp (1930) ....................•.... . 11470115.51242.0 
Bennington (Pop. 7390. R. R. and Bus Connec-1 \ \ 

tions; Hotel Putnam) .......................... . 
Bennington-Wihnington Highway (Vt. Rt. No. 9)111SOl13.Sl243.6 
Harmon Hill .. . ................................... 12325111.31246.2 
Thcndara Shelter (1929) .....•...................•. 124801 9.01248.5 
Sucker Pond ...................................... 122501 7.31250.2 
Old County Road ................................. 123001 3.31254.1 
Seth Warner Camp (1938) .. ..... ... ....... .... •... 121001 3.01254.5 
Massachusetts-Vermont State Line .. . .. . ···· ··· ·\2300\ 0.0\257.5 

South end of The Long Trail 
Blackinton, Mass. (3Y3 mi. to State Line; 3 mi./ / / 

to No. Adams, Mass.)........................... 650 260.8 

Williamstown, Mass., R. R. Sta. (4~ mi. to Statel I I 
ki~~; ~B~i-~~~. ~~:!~~~ .. 1 .. ~i.". -~~~~~-. ~'. .. ~: .. ~: 

The Great APPALACHIAN TRAIL, from MAINE 
to GEORGIA, follows THE LONG TRAIL from the 
MASSACHUSETTS-VERMONT STATE LINE to 
SHERBURNE PASS, 97.0 miles. 

LEA VE THE CAMPS AND GROUNDS CLEAR 

AND FREE FROM ALL LITTER 
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Blackinton and Williamstown, Mass., to Bennington
Wilmington, Vt., Highway 
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