
Division XI 

F R E NCH CAMP TO TILLOTSON SHELTER 

The Long Trail north from French Camp goes 
down an old highway to the Cambridge-Johnson 
Road (Route 15) which it follows eastward to a 
steel bridge where is crosses the Lamoille 1River. 
This is 2 miles west of Johnson a nd is the 
southern end of the Marjorie Hulburd Section of 
The Long Trail, named in memory of Miss Mar
jorie Hulburd. Her father, Hon. R. W . Hulburd, 
of Hyd': Park, furnished funds for constructing 
the Trail from the Lamoille River to Belvidere 
Mountain. 

Across the r iver, the t rail turns left and follows 
the Johnson-Waterville Road on the river's north 
bank for a mile. It leaves the highway at Ithiel 
Falls Camp Ground and goes up a wood road to 
the right. In ~ mile it reaches Prospect Rock 
(1,075 feet), with a fine view down the Lamoille 
Valley. A little way north the Trail enters the 
Johnson-Ed. Derby Road; follows it toward the 
left and then leaves it northward at a point ~ mile 
east of Derby's house. 

The Long Trail leaves Derby's Road, crosses a 
ridge, and in 2~ miles intersects another Water
ville-Johnson Road near the Emery and Barrows 
farms. Here the Trail follows the road to the 
left but soon leaves it through a barway on the 
right. A white target on the far side of little 
Judevine B rook marks the way across the open 
pasture and the beginning of a wood road. A 
third of a mile up the wood road is a big cold 
spring on the right and Barrows Camp (1,4401 feet) 
on the left. (Closed frame camp, built 1931 stove 
spring water, bunks for 10 or 12.) From the doo; 
of the camp there is a vista through the trees 
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liowing Hyde Park and Morrisville in line with 
I '.I more M ountain beyond. From the west end of 
1111' camp there is a view of the three peaks of the 

l rling Range, Whiteface, Morse and Madonna, 
I 1 fltll left to right. French Camp to Barrows Camp, 
1 miles; time 6 to 7 hours either way. 

The Trail follows the wood road away from 
II rrows Camp past old "Honted" House, ~ mile 
C.1i>andoned 1931). The view is good just above 
"l lonted" House. The Trail rises to 1,900 feet in a 
11 11lc and then drops 700 feet in the next mile to 
t hl· Codding Hollow Road. Automobiles can reach 
t hl· T rail here from Waterville at the west but 
prnhably cannot from Johnson at the east. North
warC:, beyond a field, the Trail enters the forest by 
.1 wood road which it follows to the ruins of 
Laraway Camp. Just beyond the camp clearing 
t hl•re are some striking cliffs under which the 
T rail leads to Laraway Lookout. Here is a very 
l ine view down the North Branch of the Lamoille 
River with an unusual angle on Mount Mansfield. 
!\ t the Lookout, the Trail turns north, then east 
a ncl in about Y, mile passes over Laraway Moun
t in (2,790 feet). It follows the summit ridge 
(Laraway North Lookout) for 2~ miles and then 
drops to Parker Camp (1,800 feet), a framed camp, 
huilt in 1932; cook-stove and bunks for 12; water 
111 brook 200 feet along the Trail. 

Barrows Camp to P arker Camp, 7 miles; time, 
7 hours either way. 

From Parker Camp there is a beautiful view of 
Whiteface with Mansfield's Nose and Chin just 
showing over the ridge. An approach trail (blue 
hlazcs) leads out, south, for 2 miles to the Johnson
Codding Hollow Road at the site of the Davis 
Neighborhood Schoolhouse. This approach trail 
makes possible a good round trip hike. Leave the 
car at Davis Neighborhood, go up to Parker Camp, 
take The Long Trail over Laraway, come clown to 



100 DIVI~ION XI 

Codding Hollow, follow the road east to the car. 
Distance, 8 or 9 miles; time, 7 or 8 hours. 

The Trail climbs from Parker Camp through 
slash and bushes to the 2,715-foot peak of Butter
nut Mountain, where there is a good view from 
the U. S. Geological Survey signal tower. Three 
miles further on it passes over the summit of 
Bowen Mountain (2,300 feet). Ritterbush Camp 
(1,175 feet) is three miles along the Trail from 
Bowen Mountain. The approach to the camp is 
through Devil's Gulch, an interesting rock-walled 
passage with cascades. The Camp is above Devil's 
Gulch Brook and is a little way back from Ritter
bush Pond with a fine view from the camp. 
(Framed camp, stove, bunks for 10 or 12.) Parker 
Camp to Ritterbush Camp, 7,Y:; miles· time 6 to 7 
hours either way. ' ' 

The Trail passes along the north shore of Rit
terbush Pond, climbs steeply to Ritterbush Look
out on a cliff overlooking the Pond and then over 
a ridge (1,600 feet), 2% miles to Vermont Highway 
No. 118 (Eden-Belvidere) at Frying Pan Brook 
(1:200 feet). Belvidere Corners (no store) is 2Yz 
miles west and Eden is 5,Y:; miles east by the road. 

The Long Trail crosses Frying Pan Brook and 
Route 118 by the same bridge, enters the woods 
through bushes and picks up a wood road which 
it follows northerly for a mile. It then turns to 
the right, passes through a slash and finally 
reaches a trail four-corners in the saddle (3,100 
feet) between Belvidere's two summits. A steep 
trail to the right goes % mile to the main peak 
(3,360 feet) where the Marjorie Hulburd Section 
ends. There is a fire warden's tower and cabin on 
the summit with a n exceptionally fine view from 
the tower. It includes the Green Mountains even 
south of Camel's Hump, the Adirondacks and 
Lake Champlain, Elephantis (or Sugar Loaf) and 
Owl's Head in Canada, and all of the White Moun
tains. There is a very steep approach trail past 
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1 !11· warden's cabin down to an asbestos mine, % 
1111k and 1,200 feet below. This connects with 
t '1(• privately owned mine road which leads down 
111 Route 118 and then back to Frying Pan Brook. 
I liis round trip is 70 miles. Time, 70 hours. 

There are two other trails at the junction in 
II lvidere's saddle. One, bearing slightly left, 
1'•1sscs a spring (dry in dry weather) and then 
F"l's 20 miles over the easterly slope to the Tillot
aon Homestead. This is not on Route 100 be-
1 wl'cn Eden Mills and Lowell but is on a secondary 
1 oad connecting them, and west of Route 100. 
I >istance from Tillotson's to Eden Mills, 5 miles, 
Io Lowell, 7 miles. 

The Trail that leads off sharply to the left from 
I he four-corners in Belvidere's saddle is The Long 
Trail, painted white as usual. It curves with the 
1 idge, northerly, for 20 mi. until it approaches a 
vny small pond (2,620 feet). As the trail bears 
ldt, away from the pond, there is a sign reading 
"Tillotson Camp, ~4 mi." Tillotson Shelter (2,600 
fl-ct), open front with cook-stove, water and bunks 
for 8. 

Ritterbush Camp to Tillotson Shelter, 7% miles ; 
I imc, 8 hours (southbound, 7 hours). 

DO NOT CUT GROWING TREES 
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French Camp to 
Tillotson Shelter 

" .,,.5 c: E.5 o"....:I 
.g .~H - ..... .!::~ 
~ ...; ~ • C';I 

Read up from bottom of page. ..!! .~~ .; :;; 
~ o.., Ou 

Tillotson Peak .............. ........ ... ..... .. ... 130401238.31 22.9 
Tillotson Shelter (1927). l4 mi. off Trail (Jct.) . . 126001237.81 23.4 
Belvidere Mt. Tower and fire warden's cabin. I 

Side trail % mi. to asbestos mine. Forester's 
trail to Tillotson Farm, 2)-~ mi. ............. . .. 3360 235.2 26.0 
North end of Marjorie Hulburd Section of I 
Long Trail 

Belvidere-Eden Highway. Vt. Route No. 118., I I 
Frying Pan Brook .................... .. . . .. ... 1330 232.7 28.S 

Ritterbush Lookout ...... .. ..•............. . ..... , 1230.9, 30.3 
Ritterbush Pond, .! mi. .....•...•..........• .. ... . 1041 230.6 30.6 
Ritterbush Camp (1923).......... . ............... 230.3 30.9 
Devil's Gulch ...................................... I 1230.ll 31.1 
Bowen Mt •....................................... 123001229.ll 34.1 
Butternut Mt. . ....... . ........... . .............. 127151224.21 37.0 
Parker Camp (1932) ............................. . 118001222.81 38.4 
Laraway Mt. and Lookout ....................... ,2800,220.1, 41.1 
Laraway Mt. So. Lookout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219.7 41.S 
Codding Hollow. Road to Waterville ......... .. 112001217.91 43.3 
Barrows Camp (1931) ...... .. ........ . ......... ... l1440l2!S.81 45.4 
Waterville-Johnson Road. Near Emery and\ I \ 

and Barrows Farms .... . ...................... 1254 215.4 45.8 
Ed. Derby's Road ................................. I 9601213.ll 48.1 
Prospect Rock. Views of Lamoille Valley ...... 110751212.71 48.S 
lthiel Falls Camp Grobnd ...... . ................. I 5101212.0I 49.2 
Johnson. 2 miles east. Pop. 659 .... ............. I I I 
Lamoille River Bridge. South end of Marjorie' \ I 

Hulburd Section of Long Trail. ................ 500 211.1 SO.I 
Johnson-Jeffersonville Highway. Vt. Route No.I I I 

i~·idg~0n.~. ~~~~.i~. :~~'.~~·s·. '.·~·a·~ .. ": .. ~'.". .~~:~ .. ~~\ 500 210.S 50.7 
French Camp (1931) ...................... . ....... 112001208.61 52.6 

USE DEAD WOOD AND WIND FALLS 
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French Camp to Tillotson Shelter 

@ 
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French Camp to Tillotson Shelter 
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